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Chapter I. 
Industry. 



It is melancholy to compare the present state oi' 
Egypt with its ancient prosperity, when the variety, 
elegance, and exquisite finish displayed in its manu* 
factures attracted the admiration of surrounding na- 
tions, and its inhabitants were in no need of foreign 
commerce to increase their wealth, or to add to their 
comforts. Antiquarian researches show us that, not 
only the Pharaohs and the priests and military chiefs, 
but also, a great proportion of the agriculturists, and 
other private individuals, even in the age of Moses, 
and at a yet earlier period, passed a life of the most 
refined luxury, were clad in linen of the most delicate 
fabric, and reclined on couches and chairs which have 
served as models for the furniture of our modem 
saloons. Nature is as lavish of her favours as she 
was of old to the inhabitants of the valley of the 
Nile ; but, for many centuries, they have ceased to 
enjoy the benefit of a steady government : each of 
their successive rulers, during this long lapse of time, 
considering the uncertain tenure of his power, has 
been almost wholly intent upon increasing his own 
wealth ; and thus, a large portion of the nation has 
gradually perished, and the remnant, in general, been 
reduced to a state of the most afflicting poverty. 

VOL. II. B 



2 MODERN EGYPTIANS. 

The male portion of the population of Egypt 
being scarcely greater than is sufficient for the cul- 
tivation of as much of the soil as is subject to the 
natural inundation, or easily irrigated by artificial 
means, the number of persons who devote themselves 
to manufactures in this country is comparatively 
very small; and as there are so few competitors, 
and, at present, few persons of wealth to encourage 
them, their works in general display but little skill. 

Painting and sculpture, as applied to the repre- 
sentation of living objects, are, I have already stated, 
absolutely prohibited by the ^lohhammadan religion ; 
there are, however, some Moos'lims in Egypt who 
attempt the delineation of men, lions, camels, and 
other animals, flowers, boats, &c., particularly in 
(what they call) the decoration of a few shop-fronts, 
the doors of pilgrims* houses, &c. ; though their per- 
formances would be surpassed by children of five or 
six years of age in our own country. The art in 
which the Egyptians most excel is architecture. The 
finest specimens of Arabian architecture are found in 
the Egyptian metropolis and its environs ; and not 
only the mosques and other public buildings are re- 
markable for their grandeur and beauty, but many 
of the private dwellings, also, attract our admiration, 
especially by their interior structure and decorations. 
Yet this art has, of late years, much declined, like 
most others in this country : a new style of archi- 
tecture, partly Oriental and partly European, and of 
a very plain description, being generally preferred. 
The woodwork ci the doors, ceilings, and windows of 
the baildings in the older style, which have already 
been described, display considerable taste, of a pecu- 
liar kind ; and so, also, do most of the Egyptian ma- 
nufactures ; though many of them are rather clumsy, 
or ill finished. The turners of wood, whose chief 
occupation was that of making the lattice-work of 
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windowsywere very niuoerous, and their work wu 
generally neater than it is at present : they have less 
employment now ; as windows of modern houses are 
oAen made of glass. The turner, like most other 
artisans in Egypt, sits to his work. In the art of 
glass-making, for which Egypt was so much cele- 
brated in ancient times, the modem inhabitants of 
this country possess but little skill : they have lost the 
art of manufacturing coloured glass for windows; 
but, for the construction of windows of this material 
they are still admired, though not so much as they 
were a few years ago, before the adoption of a new 
style of architecture diminished the demand for their 
work. Their pottery is generally of a rude kind : it 
mostly consists of porous bottles and jars, for cooling, 
as well as keeping, water. For their skill. injybi$i42liar 
paration of m oi6£CO_leathe r7 they are j ustl y ^lis * 
orated. The branche s and le aves of theoaljQdbCfie. 
"CEey employ in a great variety of^nnuinufacjures :_^ 
the former,' they'nmKe scats, coops, ehests^^franftes 
for beds, &c.: of the latter, basjkets, panniers^ mats, 
^ ooms. fly-wl^sks, and man y other u tensils . Of the 
fibres, also, that grow at the JToot of the branches oi 
the palm-tree are made most of the ropes used in 
EgyS . The best mats (which are much used in- 
steafl of carpets, particularly in summer) are made 
of rushes. Egypt has lost the celebrity which it 
enjoyed in ancient times for its fine linen : the linen^ 
cotton, and woollen cloths, and the silks now woven 
in this country are generally of coarse or poor 
qualities. 

The Egyptians have long been famous for the art 
of hatching fowls' eggs •by artificial heat. This prao- 
tipe, though obscurely described by ancient authors, 
appears to have been common in Egypt in very re- 
mote times. The building in which the process is 
performed is caJled> in Lower Egypt, maTamal eU 

B ia 
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Jircikh^ and in Upper Egypt, mafamed el-furroo^g : 
in the former division of the country, there are more 
than a hundred such establishments; and in the 
latter, more than half that number. The proprietors 
pay a tax to the government. The ma'amal is con- 
structed of burnt or sun-dried bricks ; and consists of 
two parallel rows of small chambers and ovens, di- 
vided by a narrow, vaulted passage. Each chamber 
is about nine or ten feet long, eight feet wide, and 
five or six feet high; and has above it a vaulted 
oven, of the same size, or rather less in height. The 
former communicates with the passage by an aper- 
ture large enough for a man to enter ; and with its 
oven, by a similar aperture : the ovens, also, of the 
same row, communicate with each other ; and each 
has an aperture in its vault (for the escape of the 
smoke), which is opened only occasionally : the 
passage, too, has several such apertures in its vaulted 
roof. The eggs are placed upon mats or straw, and 
one tier above another, usually to the number of 
three tiers, in the small chambers; and burning 
ge^lek (a fuel before mentioned, composed of the 
dung of animals, mixed with chopped straw, and 
made into the form of round, flat cakes) is placed 
upon the floor of the ovens above. The entrance of 
the ma'amal is well closed. Before it are two or 
three small chambers, for the attendant, and the 
fuel, and the chickens when newly hatched. The 
operation is performed only during two or three 
months in the year ; in the spring ; earliest in the 
most southern parts of the country.,,. Each ma'atrya) 
in general contains from twelve to twenty-four cham- 
T)ers for eggs ; arid receives about a hundr ed a nd 
fifty^thousand eg^s, during "the annual period of its 
contiriuing~'6pen ; one quarter or a third of which 
number generally fail. The peasants of the neigh- 
bourhood supply the eggs : the attendant of the 
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ma^amal examines them; and afterwards usually 
gives one chicken for every two eggs that he has re- 
ceived. In general, only half the number of cham- 
bers are used for the first ten days ; and fires are 
lighted only in the ovens above these. On the 
eleventh day, these fires are put out, and others are 
lighted in the other ovens, and fresh eggs placed in 
the chambers below these last. On the following: 
day, some of the eggs in the former chambers are 
removed, and placed on the floor of the ovens above, 
where the fires have been extinguished. The gene- 
ral heat maintained during the process is from 100^ 
to 103** of Fahrenheit's thermometer. The manager^ 
having been accustomed to this art from his youth, 
knows, from his long experience, the exact tempera- 
ture that is required for the success of the operation, 
without having any instrument, like our thermometer, 
to guide him. On the twentieth day, some of the 
eggs first put in are hatched; but most, on tlie 
twenty-first day ; that is, afler the same period as is 
required in the case of natural incubation. The 
weaker of the chickens are placed in the passage : 
the rest, in the innermost of the anterior apartments ; 
where they remain a day or two before they are given 
to the persons to whom they are due. When the 
eggs first placed have been hatched, and the second 
supply half-hatched, the chambers in which the 
former were placed, and which are now vacant, re- 
ceive the third supply ; and, in like manner, when 
the second supply is hatched, a fourth is introduced 
in their place. I have not found that the fowls pro- 
duced in this manner are inferior in point of flavour 
or in other respects to those produced from the egg 
by incubation. The fowls and their eggs in Egypt 
ane, in both cases, and with respect to size and 
flavour, very inferior to those in our country. — In 
le of the Egyptian newspapers published by order 
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of the government (No. 248, for the 18th of Rum'a- 
da'n, 1246, or the 3d of March, 1831 of our era) I 
find the following statement. 

Number of establishments for the Lower Upnir 

hatching of fowls' eggs in the Bgypt. l^gypt* 

present year . • » 105 59 

Number of eggs used . • 19^25,600 6,878^900 

Number spoiled . . . 6,255,867 2,529,660 

Number hatched . . . 13,069,733 4,349,240 

Though the commerce of Egypt has much de* 
clined since the discovery of the passage from Europe 
to India by the Cape of Good Hope, and in conse- 
quence of the monopolies and exactions of its pre- 
sent ruler, it is still considerable. 

The principal imports from Europe are woollen 

cloths (chiefly from France), calico, plain muslin, 

figured muslin (of Scotch manufacture, for turbans), 

I silks, velvet, crape* shawls (Scotch, English, and 

) French) in imitation of those of KashmeeV, writing- 

I paper (chiefly from Venice), fire-eu'ms, straight sword- 

l blades (ircm Germany) for the Nubians, &c., 

I watches and clocks, coffee-cups and various articles 

I of earthenware and glass (mostly from Germany), 

( many kinds of hardwares, planks, metal, beads, wine 

; and liqueurs ; and white slaves, silks, embroidered 

i handkerchiefs and napkins, mouth- pieces of pipes, 

slippers^ and a variety of made goods, copper and 

brass wares^ &c.j from Constantinople : — from Asia 

Minor, carpets (among which, the segga'dehs, |or 

small prayer-carpets), figs, &c. : — from Syria, to- 

baccO) striped silks, 'abba'yehs (or woollen cloaka), 

loap :'-^from Arabia, coffee, spices, several drugs, 

Indian goods (as shawls, silks, muslin, &c.) : — fr^m 

Abyssinia nnd Senna'r and the neighbouring coi 

tries, slaves, gold, ivory, ostrich-feathers, koorbal 

(or whips of hippopotamus' hide) tamarind in cak^ 

gums, senna: — ^from El-Ghurb, or the West (that 
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ncMrtbem Africa, from Egypt westwards), turbo(/shes 
(or red cloth scull-caps), boornoo'ses (or white woollen 
hooded cloaks), hhera'ms (or white woollen sheets, 
used for night- coverings and for dress), yellow mo- 
rocco shoes. 

The principal ei^orts to Europe are wheat, maise, 
rice, beans, cotton, flax, indigo, coffee, various spices^ 
gums, senna, ivory, ostrich-feathers : — ^to Turkey, 
male and female Abyssinian and black slaves (include- 
mg a few eunuchs), rice, coffee, spices, hhen'na, &c, : 
— to Syria, slaves, rice, &c. : — to Arabia, chiefly com : 
—to Senna'r and the neighbouring countries, cotton 
and linen and woollen goods, a few Syrian and Egyp- 
tian striped silks, small carpets, beads and other orna- 
ments, soap) the straight sword-blades mentioned be- 
fore, fire-arms, copper wares, writing-paper. 

To convey some notion of the value of money in 
Cairo, I insert the following list of the present prices 
of certain common articles of food, &c. In the 
country towns and villages, most kinds of provisions 
are cheaper than in the metropolis : meat, fowls, and 
pigeons, about half the prices here mentioned : wheat 
and bread, from about one third to half. 

P. F. (£. s. rf.) 
Wheat, the ardeb'b (or about five) «« « /ni«3 o*\ 
bushels), from 50 P. to . | 63 (0 13 2^ ) 

Bice, the ardeb'fo, about . . 240 (2 8 ) 

Mutton or lamb, the rutl . ^ 1 (0 2| ) 

Bce^ do. » . % 35 (0 2^) 

Fowlf, each, 1 P. 10 F. to . . 1 20 (0 3f ) 

Pigeons, the pair, 1 P. 10 F. to . 1 20 (O sf ) 

Sggs, three fur . . , . 5 (0 0^) 

Fresh butter, the rutl . . • 2 (0 4^ ) 

CUrified butter, do. 2 P. to . . 2 10 (0 5| ) 

Fee, do. 6 P. to . . 7 (0 I 4| ) 

)'elee tobacco, the oock'ckah, 151 lo a CO 3 7i "i 

• to • • • • J 

[o'ree tobacco, the oock'ckah, ^Iiaa TO 20*) 

F. to k • • k J ^ ^ 
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Sgyptian loaf-sugar, the rati . . 2 (0 44 ) 

European do. do. . . 2 10 (0 5f ) 

Summer grapes, do. • . 10 (0 Of ) 

Later do. do. 20 F. to . 30 (0 l| ) 

Fine buiscuit, the ckunta'r . . 160 (1 12 ) 



p. F. 


(iB. 


t. 


2 


(0 





2 10 


(0 





10 


(0 





30 


(0 





60 


(I 


12 


20 


(0 





11 


(0 


2 


30 


(0 





1 30 


(0 





8 20 


(0 


1 


25 


(0 


5 



Water, the ckir'beh (or goat's-skin),) ^ ^n ro 1^ ^ 

10 F. to • . • . J ^ T -^ 

Fire-wood, the donktty-load • . 11 (0 2 2f ) 

Charcoal, the oockVkah, 20 F. to . 30 (0 If ) 

Soap, the rati . . . . 1 30 (0 4f ) 

Tallow caudles, the oock'ckah . . 8 20 (0 1 8f ) 

Best wax do. do. . . 25 (0 5 ) 

Note, — The ruU is about 15f oz., and the ooek'ckah, nearly 
2|lbs., avoirdupois. The ckuntafr is 100 rutls. P. denotes 
Piasters : F. FudMahs. For a full account of Egyptian mea- 
sures, weights, and moneys, see the Appendix. 

There a re in Cairo numerous building called 
g^^fl^A^V^TueflyHe'sTgiiea' for the a^COmmodafion of 
jnerchants, and for the reception of their goods. The 
Weka'leh is a building surrounding a square or bb'- 
long^courl^ Its ground-floor consists of vaulted ma- 
gazines, for merchandize, wbicb face the court ; arid 
fHese magazines are sometimes used as shops. Above 
^em are generally lodgings, which are entered from 
a gallery extending along each of the four sides of 
the court ; or, in the place of these lodgings, there are 
other magazines ; and in many weka'lehs which have 
apartments intended as lodgings, these apartments 
are used as magazines. In general, a weka'leh has 
only one common entrance ; the door of which is 
closed at night, and kept by a porter. There are 
about two hundred of these buildings in Cairo ; atid 
three-fourths of that number are within that part 
wbich constituted the original city. 

lyms^lready been mentioned, in the introduction 

to this work, that the great thoroughfare streets of 

J&aif o generally have a row of shops along each side, 

loioi communicating with th^ superstructures. i5o. 
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also, Jiaxe^maiiy j)f jhe ty:§ti:ft^,._.Gftromo»lyr-a 

portion of a street, or a whole street, contains chiefly, 
it gblely^ sKops appropriated to on^ particular trade * ; 
Mid is jcalledj^ej^^ trade; 

or IS named after a mnaqiip. there sitnat^fl. Thus, a 
part ofjhe^ pnncijggdjtrael^QL the city. is...i»Ued 
"•f^Sbd^ck en-Kahh^hha'see'n," or the market of the 
sellers of copper wares (or simply ** the Nahh'hha'- 
see'n'* — the word " Soo'ck" being usually dropped) ; 
another PHt.,is_ call^ed_^the..Gof^^ or 

[market of J the jewellers; another, "the Khoor- 
dagee'yeh," or [market of] the sellers of hard wares ; 




there^ These are some oF the chief soc/cks of the 
cify. T he pr incipal Turkish soo'ck is called " Kha'n 
El-Khalee^lee.'' Some^of the^gpp^^lvs ^^are' covered 
over with matting, or with planks, supported by 
Beams extending across the street, a little above the 
sTOps^'oF above me hpuse?. 

yT/yhe shoi^^dookkajn) i^a square recess, or cel l, 
generally aJ^Qjit gi^, or. seven feet Ji^^^ ; and between 
three and four feet in width. Its floor is even with 
Ihe top of a mw/^wft'aA, or raised seat of stone or 
brick, built ag ainst the front. This is usually about 
itwo^^t "anolTTialf, or three f(^t, in height; and 
about iKeTame in breadth. The front of the shop i8„ 
ftqrnisIiedwitH folding shutters ; commonly consisting 
^f t hree leaves ; one a bove anoffier : the uppermost 
of these Is' turned up in front : tKe fwo "other leaves, 
sometimes folded together, are turned down upon the 
mu^tiib'afi, and form an even seat, upon which is 
Bpread" gt "mat or carpgt^ yvith, perhaps^ a cushion ^qx 
two. S^e ^ops.have . foldisg doors, instead ^pf the 
shutters above described. The shopjteeper generally 

* This has long been the case in other Eastern countries. 
}ee Jeremiah, xxxvii., 21. 

B 5 
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tit^ upon the mustuVah: unless he be obli ged to 
relire a little way within his shop^ to mQ.k& JDoom f^r 
tWoor more customers, who momit_ up on Jhe^sjpat; 
taHcing ofi^ their shoes before they draw up their feet 
upon the mat of carpet. To a reg ular ciistt^mer^ nr 
One who makes any considerable purchascj the shop* 
K&per generally presents'lL""']^e (unless the former 
Save his own with him,, ahil'it be filled and lighted) ; 
and he calls or sends to the boy of the nearest coffee* 
^^)p, and desires him to bring some coffee j whjch 
18 served in the same manner as in the house ; in 
Tmoll china cupSj placed within cups of brass. Not 
Infiore thaii two persons can jit conygjoigiitlyj^^ 
mus^tid/ali of aT shop, unless jt be more spacious than 
1^ ^cemnHrtriy the case : but some. jaLiSL4hree.Qj:,ibur 

J^t^l5??*a-*'?'f*- tte >ho£s to which they belongj^JJye 
or sis feet in width ; and consequently these afford 
f^oih enough for four persons, or more, sitting in the 
Bastefn fashion* The shopman" generally says his 
prayers upon the mus'tub'ah, in the sight of the 
paJssengers in the street. WhenTRi^Teaves Ttiis shop 
for a few minutes^ or tor about half an hour, he either 
relies, for the protection of his property, upon the 
liext shop- keepers, oj. those opposite, or hangs a net 
belore his shop. He seldom thinks it necessary to 
cjosejjdjpqk thfe^a^^ night, when 

6e returns to his house; or when he goes to the 
mosque, on the Friday^ to join in the noon prayers 
^f that day.— The apartments above the shops havle 
been described in the introductipp. 

Buying and selling are here very tiresome pro|- 
cesses to persons unaccustomed to such modes df 
baigaining. When a shop-keeper is asked the pricj 
of any of his goods, he generally demands more thai 
he expects to receive : the customer declares the pric) 
exorbitant, and offers about half^ or two-thirds, of thJ 
sum first named : the price thus bidden is, of course! 
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reje cte d ; but the shop-keeper lo wers his demand ; 
wid then the ' customenln ms turn. hids fedlsreWftttt* 
nlgher than before: thus they usually go on until 
they meet about nall-waY be tween the sum first cfe- 

-^ _«/ .1 MllilW^'Tf^*'"^"'""^^'''*''''**^''^''*^ *^ " ' ' * I II IM li m i II Jill i» m iB " »< ■ !■ ■ II »«- ^«-»'5-«»' »!*■• 

manHeaand that first offered ; and so the bargain is 
^concludMr^^WEenTlTpefsoi^^ " ST 

' trifl ing7£ffcKS£]ES^ 
suits him/he f } ;enerally makes \ \q hfft ^^'"^ fi)** ft ^^ng 
altercation : he mounts upon the mus^tub^a h o f tj^ e 
shop : seats himselt at ms ease ; fills and lights his 
pipe; aMIhenlhe contest of words commences, and 
lasts, often, half an hour, or even more,. Sometimes, 
the shop-KeepSpTorme customer, interrupts the bar- 
'gamhig' by llUr()ducn'if''s6ine Irrelevant topic^of jjoo- 
veMation;'a"s ff" lh€'"OTe'ha^ determm^ to abate his 
Hemang no furth er; or the other* to bid no mgher: 
then again the haggling is continued. The bargain 
being concludeo, and uie purchaser having taken his 
leave, his servant generally receives, from the trades- 
man, a small present of money, which, if not given 
spontaneously, he scruples not to demand. — Among 
the lower orders, a bargain of the most trifling nature 
is often made with a great deal of vehemence of 
voice and gesture : a person ignorant of their lan- 
guage would imagine that the parties engaged in it 
were quarrelling, and highly enraged. The peasants 
will often say, when a person asks the price of any- 
thing which they have for sale, " Receive it as a pre- 
sent*:" this answer having become a common form 
of speech, they know that advantage will not be taken 
of it ; and when desired, again, to name the price, 
they will do so ; but generally name a sum that is 
ejEorbitant. 

It would be tedious and uninteresting to enumerate 

* As Ephron did to Abraham, when the latter expressed 
[is wish to purchase the cave and field of Machpelah. See 
Genesis, xxiii.^ 11. 
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all the tra des pursued in Cairo. The principd|j>f 
tlietn are fliose'^ Che draper, or seTlerlJrTmSeriak 
for dress (who is simply called te'gir, or mercjki&iit), 
and of the seller of ready-made dresses^ arm&». &c. 
'(whafaas the same appellation) ; the jeweller (gp'Awr'- 
jree) ,* the goldsmith and silversmith isa'igh)^ who 
only works by order; the seller of hard-wares 
(khoor'dagee) ; the seller of copper wares (^n^Sft" 
kfiu'fi) ; the tailor (khei^yaft) ; the dyer {saJblba'gh) ,• 
the darner (^ref'fa) ; the ornamental sewer and maker 
of sheree't, or silk lace, &c. (Miab'bdk) ; the maker 
oY silk cords, &c. {^(xckfckafd) ; the maker of pipes 
X^hihooy shee) ; the druggist and perfumer Q€^t<vr\ 
who also sells ^x candles^ &c.; the tobacconist 
(jSdkhulchinee) ; the fruiterer {fafkihafnee) ; the 
seller of dried fruits (;noocl/alee) ; the seller of sher- 
bet ' {atiurbeflee) ; the oil-mkn (z^yaH\ who sells 
Cutter, cheese^ hoiiey, &c., as well as oil ; the green- 
grOceV (kkood^aree) ; the butcher (^gezxa^r) ; and the 
baker i^fwfroSii)^ to whom bread, meat, &c., are sent> 
tcTbe baked. There are many cooks' shops, where 
lEeba^b and various other dishes are cooked and sold : 
l^t ft is seldom that persons eat at these shops ; 
generally sending to them for provifinons when they 
cannot conveniently prepare food in their own houses. 
Shop-keepers often procure their breakfast or dinner 
from one of these cooks, who are called t€Ltfba!khs, 
There are also many shops in which fatee'rehs, and 
others in which boiled beans (fbo^I moodern'mes), 
are jsoM. Both these articles of food have been dc- 
bcrtbed in a former chapter. Many persons of the 
lower orders eat at the shop oF the fatdtiree (t}x 
seller of fatee'rehs), or at that of the foufwcfl (jOt 
teah-selier). f 

"^ Bread, vegetables, and a variety of eatables ai e 
carried about for sale. The cries of some gf ttte 
hawkers are curious ; and deserve to be mentioned 
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The seller of tii'mis (or lupins) often cries, " Aid ! 
O Imba'bec! Aid*!" This is understood in two 
senses : as an invocation for aid to the sheykh El- 
Iinba'bee, a celebrated Moos^lim saint, buried at the 
village of Imba^beh, on the west bank of the Nile, 
opposite Cairo; in the neighbourhood of which 
village the best tii'mis is grown ; and also as imply- 
ing that it is through the aid of the saint above men- 
tioned that the tirmis of Imba'beh is so excellent. 
The seller of this vegetable also cries, " The tii'mis of 
Imba'beh surpasses the almond f !" Another cry of 
the seller of tii'mis is, " O how sweet are the little 
children of the river J!" This last cry, which is sel- 
dom heard but in the country towns and villages of 
Egypt, alludes to the manner in which the tir'mis is 
prepared for food. To deprive it of its natural bit- 
terness, it is soaked, for two or three days, in a vessel 
full of water ; then boiled ; and, afler this, sewed up 
"• in a basket of palm-leaves (called yitrcQ, and thrown 
jinto the Nile, where it is left to soak, again, two or 
three days ; ailer which, it is dried, and eaten cold, 
with a little salt. — The seller of sour limes cries, 
" God make them light [or easy of sale] ! O limes § !" 
— The toasted pips of a kind of melon called ^abdal" 
IdweCy and of the water-melon, are oflen announced 
by the cry of " O consoler of the embarrassed ! O 
pips II ." though more commonly, by the simple cry 
of " Roasted pips % !" — A curious cry of the seller of 
a kind of sweetmeat (Jihala!weh)y composed of treacle 
fried with some other ingredients, is, ^ For a nail ! 
O sweetmeat** !'* He is said to be half a thief: chil- 

* Med'ed ya' Imba'bee med'ed* 

f Tir'miu Imba'heh yegh'Ub el-lo'x, 

\ Ya! ma-hkHa (for ma' ahhUa) boonei'ya4-bahhr, 

§ Al'lah yehow'uin'ka (for yoohott/win'ha) ya' ieymw^Ht 

II Ya! mooael'H'l-ghalbc^n i^a' iibb, 

^ Ef-Jibb el-mohham'mas. 

** Bi-mitma'r ya' hhafa'tvefu 
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dren and servants often steal implements of iron, &C., 
from the house in which they live, and give them to 
him in exchange for his sweetmeat. — ^The hawker of 
oranges cries, " Honey ! O oranges ! Honey * ! " 
and similar cries are used by the sellers of other 
fruits and vegetables ; so that it is sometimes impos- 
sible to guess what the person announces for sale ; 
as, when we hear the cry of " Sycamore-figs ! O 
grapes tS" excepting by the rule that what is for 
sale is the least estcellent of the fruits, &c., men- 
tioned ; as sycamore-figs are not so good as grapes. 
— A very singular cry is used by the seller of roses ; 
" The rose was a thorn : from the sweat of the 
Prophet it opened [its flowers] |." This alludes to 
a miracle related of the Prophet.- — ^The fragrant 
flowers of the hhen'na*tree (or Egyptian privet) are 
carried about for sale ; and the seller cries, " Odours 
of paradise! O flowers of the hhen'na§!" — A kind 
of cotton cloth, made by machinery which is put in 
motion by a bull, is announced by the cry of " The 
work of the bull ! O maidens || !" 

As the water of the wells in Cairo is slightly 
brackish, numerous sackfckas (carriers or sellers of 
water) obtain their livelihood by supplying its inha- 
bitants with water from the Nile. During the season 
of the inundation, or rather during the period of 
about four months after the opening of the canal 
which runs through the metropolis, the sack'ckas 
draw their water from this canal: at other times, 
they bring it from the river. It is conveyed in 
skins by camels and asses, and sometimes, when 
the distance is short, and the skin small, by the 
sack'cka himself. The water-skins of the camel 

f Gemmey^z yaf ^en'eb, 

J El'Wur'd ka'n sho'k min 'ar^teck en-neh^eefet'tahh, 

5 Rawa^yehh (for rawa'ihh) el-gen'neh ya' tem^ra hhen'n<u 

I) Shaoghl et-io'r ya bena't. 
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(which are called rti') are a pair of wid« iMgs, of 
ox-hide. The ass bears a goat's skin (called Jcir'- 
beh): so also does the sackcka if he have no ass. 
I^e rei contain three or four ckir'behs. The general 
cry of the sack'cka is " O ! may God compensate 
[me] *." Whenever this cry is heard, it is known 
that a sack'cka is passing. For a goat's skin of 
water, hrought from a distance of a mile and a half, 
or two miles, he obtains scarcely more than a penny. 
There are also many sack'ckas who supply pas- 
sengers in the streets of the nietropolis with water. 
One of tlus occupation is called sacVcka thur'bek: 
his cUirHieh has a loiig^ brass spout ; and he pours 
the water into a brass cup, or an earthen ckoof leh, 
for any one who would drink. — ^There is a more 
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numerous class who follow the same occupation, 
called khtm^aiees. These are mostly durwee'shes, 
of the order of the Rifa"ees, or that of the Beiyoo'- 
inees, and are exempt from the income-tax called 
jir'deh The hhemalee carries, upoo his bacic, a 
vessel (called ibre^ck), of porous grey earth. This 
vessel cools the wat«r. Sometimes the hhem'alee 
has an earthen ckool'leh of water scented with ntoVf' 
zahr (or orange-flower- water), prepared from the 
flowers of the na'ritig (a bitter orange), for his best 
customers ; and often, a sprig of na'rin'g is stuck in 
the mouth of his ibree^ck. He also, generally, has a 
wallet hung by his side. From persons of the higher 
and middle orders, he receives from one to five fud"- 
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dahs for a draught of water : from the poor, either 
nothing or a piece of bread or aome other article <tf 
food, which he puts in his wallet. Many hhem'aleea* 
and some sack'ckas who carry the goat's skin, are 
found at the scenes of religious festivals, such as the 
moo'lids of saints, &c., in Cairo and its neighbour- 
hood. They are often paid, by visitors to the tomb 
of a saint on such occasions, to distribute the water 
which they carry to passengers ; a cupful to whoever 
desires. This work of charity is called tesbetfl ; and 
is performed for the sake of the saint, and on other 
occasions than moo'lids. The water-carriers who are 
thus employed are generally allowed to fill their 
ibree'cks or ckir'behs at a public fountain ; as they 
exact nothing from the passengers whom they supply. 
When employed to distribute water to passengers in 
the streets, &c., they generally chant a short cry, in- 
viting the thirsty to partake of the charity offered 
them in the name of God, most commonly iu the 
words, and to the air, here following : — 




Se . beel Al' - la'h Ya' 'at - sha'n. 



and praying that paradise and pardon may be the lot of 
him who affords the charitable gift : thus : — 




El • gen' • neh we * 1 - mugh' - fi]<- eh 




8a' - hheb 



10 - beel. 
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There are numerous other persons who follow 
occupatioDB similar to that of the hhem'alee. Among 
these are sellers of 'er'ck-> oof» , orjnfusion of licorice, 
rt8HmmWI'lu"irTil'iftgr chapter. Th e *ei'ck-ro^aee 

"^ cAll^i^nf Ihl^ hpv^rflgyy'i^pni'rallv'i^rn'pi' iTr^ 

ear%en jar of the liquid on. his left side, partlji^up- 
poried by a strap and cl)ain, and partly by his left 
arm : the mouth having some Teef (or fibres of the 
■jalm-tree) stuffed into it,,,. Jle.aisp carriesj^jat-'of 
more brass or china cu^, which he knoc ks togeth er. 

— Th *>!» gBliip mamitir, manfsiIi.urfH'VWi' Inr t^i.^ 

"of sherbef) carry about, for ^le, aeiee'i (or riiTusion 
orraisins). The shurbet'lee commonly bears, in his 
led hand, the gla^ vessel of a ske^iheh, lilted w^ 
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lebeeHb, and a large tin or copper jng full of the 
same, and several glass cups*, in his right hand. 
Some shurbet^lees carry, on the head, a round tinned 
copper tray^ with a ipiumber of glass cups of teen 
meblooUj or hetahh meblocfl^ which are figs and dates 
steeped in water ; and a copper vessel t» or a china 
bowl, of the same. SahhUah (a thin jelly, made of 
water, wheat-starch, and sugar, boiled, with a little 
cinnamon or ganger s prinkled upon it ; or made a s a 
drink, yitjfjQut fitarc^) js likewise c arried about in tfie 
^ame mannerj and so^Vjia (^ wliic^Ts~ a drink made 
of the pips of th e *aMal Vw,ee m elon, moistened 
and pounded, ani^Tsteeped in water, whicE is then 
strained, and sweetened with sugar ; or made with 
rice instead of the pips) is also vended in a similar 
way, and carried in vessels like those used for ze- 
bee'b; but the glass CLups are generally placed in a 
kind of trough of tin, attached, by a belt, to the waist 
of the seller. 

It has been mentioned before, that many poor per- 
sons in Cairo gain their livelihood by going about 
to clean pipes. The pipe-cleaner (jnooseUikcitee) 
carries a number of long wires for this purpose, in 
three or four hollow canes, or tubes of tin, which are 
bound together, and slung to his shoulder. A sniall 
leather beg, full of tow, to wind round the top of tiie 
wire with which the pipe is cleaned, is attached to 
the canes or tin tubes. The moosellika'tee gene- 
rally obtains no more than a 7ioosfsX fuidah (pt 
about a quarter of a farthing) for each pipe that he 
cleans. 

A very great niftnber of persons of both sexes 
among the lower orders in Cairo, and many in other 
towns of Egypt, obtain their subsistence by begging 

• Ckoo^leht. t Suifiek, 

I A corraption of noo</*. 
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HODUHN EOTPTIAMS. 



MoohUIIu-Iw. 

As might be expecUd, not a few of these arc 
abomlnaUe impostors. There are some vhose ap- 
pearance is most diatreasing- to every humane person 
who sees them ; but who accuhiulate considerable 
property. A case of this kind was made public hare 
a few months ago. A bliod fella'hh, who warn led 
through the streets or the metropolis by a youns 
^ri, bis daughter (both of whom were always nearly 
n^ud), was in the daily habit of bringing to bis 
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house, a blind Turkish beggar, to sup with him. 
One evening he was not at home ; but his daughter 
was there, and had prepared the supper for his 
Turkish friend, who sate and ate alone; and, in 
doing this, happened to put his hand on one side, 
and felt ajar full of money, which, without 6cruple» 
he carried away with him. It contained the sum ci 
a hundred and ten purses (then equivalent to rather 
more than five hundred and tifly guineas), in khey- 
ree'yehs, or small gold coins of nine piasters each. 
The plundered begg^ sought redress at the Citadel, 
and recovered his property, with the exception of 
fbkiy kheyree'yehs, which the thief had spent; but 
was interdicted from begging in future. — Children 
are often seen in Cairo perfectly naked ; and I haye 
several times seen females from twelve to twenty 
years of age, and upwards, with only a narrow strip 
of rag round the loins, begging in the streets of this 
city. They suffer little from exposure of the bare 
person to the cold of winter, or the scorching sun of 
summer ; being accustomed to it from infancy ; and 
the men mayi if they choose, sleep in some of the 
mosqueSk In other respects, also, their condition is 
not quite bo bad as their appearance might lead a 
stranger to suppose. They are almost sure of ob- 
taining either food or money sufBeient for supplying 
the absolute wants of nature, in consequence of the 
charitable disposition of their countrymen, and the 
eommon habit which the tradespeople have of eating 
in their shops, and generally giving a morsel of their 
food to those who ask for it. There are many beg- 
gars who spend the greater part of the day's gains to 
indulge themselves at night with the intoxicating 
hhashee'sh, which, for a few hours, renders them, in 
imagination, the happiest of mankind. 

The cries of the beggars of Cairo are generally ap- 
peals to God. Among the most common are-^'* O 



28 MODERN EGYPTIANS. 

Exciter of compassion ! O Lord* !" — ^** For the sake 
of God ! O ye charitable f *.** — " I am seeking^ from 
my Lord a cake of bread J !" — ^^ O how bountiful 
thou art ! O Lord § !"--" I am the guest of God 
and the Prophet || !" — in the evening, " My supper 
must be thy gift! O Lord^!*' — on the eve of 
Friday, " The night of the excellent Friday »* ! "— 
and on Friday, " The excellent day of Friday ff !* 
— One who daily passed my door used to exclaim, 
** Place thy reliance upon God ! There is none but 
God !" and another, a woman, I now hear crying, 
'* My supper must be thy gift ! O Lord ! from the 
hand of a bountiful believer, a testifier of the unity 
of God ! O masters !" — ^The answers wbich beggars 
generally receive (for they are so numerous that a 
person cannot give to all who ask of him) are- 
"God help thee tjr—" God will sustain §§r— 
" God give thee |||| !"— " God content, or enrich, 
thee %% !" — They are not satisfied by any denial but 
one implied by these or similar answers. In the 
more frequented streets of Cairo, it is common to 
see a beggar asking for the price of a cake of bread, 
which he or she holds in the hand, followed by the 
seller of the bread. Some beggars, particularly dur- 
wee'shes, go about chanting verses in praise of the 
Prophet ; or beating cymbals, or a little kettle-drum. 
In the country, many durwee'shes go from village 
to village begging alms. I have seen them on 
horseback ; and one I lately saw thus mounted, and 

* Ya' Mohhan'nin yal Rubb, f lA-Ua'h ya' mohhsinte''*9 

X An'a ta'lib min *an'd RuVhee raghee'f ^ey»h, 
§ Ya' mct-n^ta (for ma' enUd) keree'tn ya! Rubb. 

II An'a dtyfAWJh we-n^neb'ee. % 'Atha'ya 'aley'k ya' Rubb. 
•• Ley' let el-gocm'^ah el-fadee'lek. 
f f Yo'm el-goom'*ah ei-/adee'/eh. 

XI Aflah yeta'^tdak (for yoosa'^cdak). §§ Aflah yer'zoock, 
nil Af/ak yaatee'k (for yo'atee'k). 

^^ Ai'iak yeghnee'k (for yooghnet'k). 
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accompanied by two men bearing each a flag, and 
by a third beating a drum : this beggar on horseback 
was going from hut to hut asking for bread. 

The most important of the occupations which 
employ the modern Egyptians, and that which (as 
before mentioned) engages all but a very small pro- 
portion of them, is agriculture. 

The greater portion of the cultivable soil is fer- 
tilized by the natural annual inundation; but the 
fields in the vicinity of the river and of the large 
canals, and some other lands, in which pits are dug 
for water, are irrigated by means of niachines of 
different kinds. The most common of these ma- 
chines is the sha'doo'f^ which consists of two posts or 
pillars of wood, or of mud and canes or rushes, about 
five feet in height, and less than three feet apart, 
with a horizontal piece of wood extending from top 
to top, to which is suspended a slender lever, formed 
of a branch of a tree, having at one end a weight 
chiefly composed of mud, and at the other, sus- 
pended to two long palm-sticks, a vessel in the form 
of a bowl, made of basket-work, or of a hoop and a 
piece of woollen stuff or leather : with this vessel, the 
water is thrown up to the height of about eight feet, 
into a trough hollowed out for its reception. In 
the southern parts of Upper Egypt, four or five 
sha'doo'fs are required, when the river is at the 
lowest, to raise the water to the level of the fields. 
There are many sha'dooTs with two levers, &c., which 
are worked by two men. The operation is ex- 
tremely laborious. — Another machine much used for 
the same purpose, anfl almost the only one employed 
for the irrigation of gardens in Egypt, is the aa'ckiyeh. 
This mainly consists of a vertical wheel, which raises 
the water in earthen pots attached to cords and form- 
ing a continuous series ; a second vertical wheel fixed 
to the same axis, with cogs ; and a large, horizontal. 
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cogged wheel, which, being turned by a pair of oowa 
or bulls, or by a single beast, puts in motion the 
two former wheels and the pots. The coustructioo 
of this machine is of a very rude kind ; and its motion 
produces a disagreteable creaking noise. — ^There is a 
third machine, called ta'boWt^ used for the irrigation 
of lands in the northern part of Egypt, where it is 
only requisite to raise the water a few feet. It some- 
what resembles the sa'ckiyeh : the chief difference is^ 
that, instead of the wheel with pots, it has a large 
wheel with hollow jaunts, or fellies, in which the 
Water is raised. — In the same parts of Egypt, and 
oHen to raise the water to the channel of the ta'boo\ 
a vessel like that of the sha'dooY, with four cords at- 
tached to it, is also used. Two men, each holding 
two of the cords, throw up the water by means of 
this vessel, which is called ckutfweh, — In the process 
of artificial irrigation, the land is divided into small 
squares, by ridges of earth, or into furrows ; and the 
water, flowing from the machine along a narrow 
j>'Utter, is admitted into one square or furrow afler 
another. 

The rei lands, or those which are naturally inun- 
dated, are, with some exceptions, cultivated but once 
during the year. Afler the waters have retired, about 
the end of October or beginning of November, 
they are sown with wheat, barley, lentils, beans, lu» 
pins, chick-peas, &c. This is called the shiifawee 
(or winter) season. But the skara'ckee lands (or those 
which are too high to be subject to the natural inun- 
dation), and some parts of the rei, by artificial irri- 
gation, are made to produce three crops every year ; 
though not all the shara'ckee lands are thus culti- 
vated. The lands artificially irrigated produce, first, 
iheir shit'awee crops ; being sown at the same period 
as the rei lands, generally with wheat or barley. 
Secondly, in what is called the 9ey^fee^ or, in the 
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southern parts of Egypt, the ckefj/dee^ or gtifdtt 
(that is, the summer) season, commencing about the 
vernal equinox, or a little later, they are sown with 
millet [door'ah sey'fee)^ or with indigo, or cotton, 
&c. Thirdly, in the demetfreh season, or period of 
the rise of the Nile, commencing about, or soon after, 
the summer solstice, they are sown with millet again, 
or with maize {door^ah sha'mee), &c.» and thus 
crowned with a third harvest. — Sugar is cultivated 
throughout a large portion of Upper £gypt; and 
rice, in the low lands near the Mediterranean. 

For the purpose of separating the g^ain of wheat, 
barley, &c., and cutting the straw, which serves as 
fodder, the Egyptians use a machine called Tu/ragy 
in the form of a chair, which moves upon small iron 
wheels, or thin circular plates, generally eleven, fixed 
to three thick axle-trees; four, to the foremost; the 
same number, to the hindmost; and three, to the 
intermediate axle-tree. This machine is drawn, in a 
circle, by a pair of cows or bulls, over the com. The 
plough, and the other implements which they use in 
husbandry, are of a rude and simple kind. 

The navigation of the Nile employs a great number 
of the natives of Egypt. The boatmen of the Nile 
are mostly strong, muscular men. They undergo 
severe labour in rowing, poling, and towing ; but are 
very cheerful ; and often, the most so when they are 
most occupied ; for then they frequently amuse them- 
selves by singing. In consequence of the continual 
changes which take place in the bed of the Nile, the 
most experienced pilot is liable frequently to run his 
vessel aground: on such an occurrence, it is often 
necessary for the crew to descend into the water, to 
shove off the boat with their backs and shoulders. 
On account of their being so liable to run aground, 
the boats of the Nile are generally made to draw 
rather more water at the head than at the stern ; and 
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hence the rudder is necessarily very wide. The 
better kind of boats used on the Nile, which are 
very numerous, are of a simple, but elegant form ; 
mostly between thirty and forty feet in len^h ; vdth 
two masts, two large triangular sails, and a cabin, 
next the stem, generally about four feet high, and 
occupying about a fourth, or a third, of the length of 
the boat In most of these boats, the cabin is di» 
vided into two or more apartments. Sudden whirl- 
winds and squalls being very frequent on the Nile, a 
boatman is usually employed to hold the sheet in his 
hand, that he may be able to let it fly at a moment's 
notice. 



Chapter II, 

Use of Tobacco, Coffab, Hbmp» Opiuh» &e. 

The interdiction of wine and other fermented and 
intoxicating liquors, which is one of the most im- 
portant laws in the code of £1-Isla'm, has cauaed 
the greater number of the disciples of this faith to 
become immoderately addicted to other means of in- 
ducing slight intoxication, or different kinds of plea- 
surable excitement. 

The most prevalent means, in moat Moos'lim 
countries, of exciting what the Arabs term "Arey/," 
which I can not. more nearly translate than by the 
word ^* exhilaration," is tobacco. It appears that 
tobacco was introduced into Turkey, Arabia, and 
other countries of the Blast, soon after the beginning 
of the seventeenth century of the Christian era : that 
is, not many years afler it had begun to be regu- 
larly imported into Western Europe, as an article of 
commerce, from America. Its lawfulness to the 
Moos'lim has often been warmly disputed; but is 
now generally allowed. In the eharaeter of the 
Turks and Arabs who have become addicted to its 
use, it has induced considerable changes; particu- 
larly rendering them more inactive than they were in 
earlier times ; leading them to waste, over the pipe, 
many hours which might be profitably employed: 
but it has had another and a better effect; that of 
superseding, in a great measure, the use of wine, 
which, to say the least, is very injurious to the health 
of the inhabitants of hot climates. In the *^ Tales 
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of ^ Thousand and Oije Nights," which were written 
'BSfbi'e' thie introduction of M:»acco into the Easf, Mk 
Wnich i^e may (Confidently receive as presenting MtKO 
f^ pictured of the state of Arabian manners andettsj) 
tbiris M the period when they appeared, we hsl^ 
ift>uhdknt evidence that wine was much more cohP 
nioilly and more openly drunk by Mooslims of i^iM 
time than by those of the present day. It may fixrthfell 
fie remarked, in the way of apology for the pipe, id 
employed by the 'Turks and Arabs, that the mM 
kinds of tobacco generally used by them have a vet^ 
gentle effect : they calm the nervous system ; AM^ 
instead of stupifying, sharpen the inteliect. 'Tlie 
pleasures of Eastern society are certainly ntuch hei^lHf^ 
ened by the pipe ; and it affords the peasant a checl^ 
and' sober refreshment, and probably oHen Festrtiltil 
hfm from less innocent indulgences. > - ^^^ 

The cup of coffee, which, when it can be ^iiSavMii 
generally accompanies the pipe, is eommonly^'V^ 
^rded as an almost equal luxury. It is said that'tlM 
discovery of the refreshing beverage afforded by 'the 
berry of the cofiee-plant was made in the latter pni 
of the seventh century of the Flight (or, of the thar- 
teenth of. the Christian era), by a certain devotee 
named the sheykh 'Om'ar, who, driven by persecution 
to a mountain of the Yem'en, with a few of his dis*- 
ciples, was induced, by the want of provisions, to 
make an experiment of the decoction of coffee-berrie^ 
as an article of food ; the coffee-plant being there a 
spontaneous production. It was 'not, however, till 
about two centuries afler this period that the use of 
coffee began to become common in the Yem'eti. 
It was imported into Egypt between the years dOO 
and 010 of the Fligltl (towards the end 0/ theSf- 
teentli or the beginning of the sixteenth centnrjF^^ 
bur era, or a little more than a century before the 
iairoduQtionof tobacco ijatp the Esis^X and .was^.tJieti 
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dhrunk in the great mosque £1- Az'har, by the faekee'rs 
of the Yem'en and Mek'keh and El-Medee'neh, who 
found it very refreshing to them while engaged in 
their exercises of reciting prayers, and the praises of 
God ; and freely indulged themselves with it. About 
Half a century after, it was introduced into Constan- 
tinople*. In Arabia, in Egypt, and in Constan- 
tinople, it was often the subject of sharp disputes 
among the pious and learned; many doctors asserting 
that it possessed intoxicating qulaities, and was 
therefore an unlawful beverage to Moos'lims ; while 
6thers contended, that, among many other virtues, it 
had that of repelling sleep, which rendered it a 
powerful help to the pious in their nocturnal devo- 
tions : according to the fancy of the ruling power, 
its sale was therefore oflen prohibited, and again 
legalized. It is now, and has been for many years, 
acknowledged as lawfhl by almost all the Moos Tims ; 
and immoderately used even by the Wah'ha'bees, 
who are the most rigid in their condemnation of to- 
bacco, and in their adherence to the precepts of the 
Ckoor-a'n, and the Traditions of the Prophet. For- 
merly, it was generally prepared from the berries and 
husks together ; and it is still so prepared, or from 
the husks alone, by many persons in Arabia. In 
other countries of the East, it is prepared from the 
berries alone, freshly roasted and pounded. 

Cairo contains above a thousand CkaNwehs^^y or 
coffee-shops. Tise ckah'weh is, generally speaking, 
a small apartment, whose front, which is towards 
the street, is of open wooden work, in the form of 
arches}. Along the front, excepting before the 

* See Be Sacy*8 ChieBtomathie Arabe, vol, i., pp. 412-483. 
Sad ed. 

t '^ CkahVeh" is the name of the beverage sold at the 
cofiee-shop ; and hence it is applied to the shop itself. 

X See an engraving accompanying chapter viii. in tbi« 
volume. 

VOU lit » 



^a 



MODERN EGYPTIANS. 



door, is a musHuh'ah^ or raised seat, of stone or 

brick, two or three feet in height, and ^hout the 

s»ame in width \ which is covered with matting ; and 

there are similar seats in the interior^ on two or 

three sides. The coSee-shops are most frequented 

in the afternoon and evening ; but by few excepting 

persons of the lower orders, and tradesmen. The 

exterior mus'tub'ah is generally preferred, E?ich 

person brings with him his own tobacco and pipe. 

Coffee is served by the cjcah'weg'ee (or attendant 

af the shop), at the price of five fud'dahs a cup, or 

ten for a little hekfre^ (or pot) of three or four cups*. 

The ckah'weg'ee also keeps two or three na'rgee'lehs 

or sbee'shehs, and go'zehat* which latter are used 

1:>oth for smoking the toomba'k (or Persian tobacco) 

gtnd the hhashce'sh (or hemp): for hhashee'sh i^ 

^old at some coffee-shops. Musicians and story-' 

|;ell«rs frequent some oif the cfcah'wehs; particularly 

^11 the evenings of reli«:ious festivals. 

The leaves and capsules of hemp, called, in Egypt, 

fyfiasihe^sh, were employed in some countries of thia 

^aei in very ancient tinges to induce an exhilarating 

lyjitoxication. Herodotus (lib. iv., cap. 75) informs 

^B that the Scythians had a custom of burning the 

0^eds of this plant, in religions ceremonies, and that 

^fjey became intoxicated with the fumes. Galen also 

^jentions the intoxicating properties of hemp. Th^ 

practice of chewing the leaves of this plant tp induce 

Intoxication prevailed, or existed, in India, in very 

e^^^y ^^^* * ^^^"^^ ^^ ^^^ introduced into Persia ; and 
« Ijout SIX centuries ago (before the middle of th^ 
^rteenth century of our era) this pernicious and de- 

A decoction of ^nger, sweetened with ,ugar, U likewise 
^ tjpld at the ckaVwehs; particularly on the nighty of 
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gpciing custom was &dpp^ in Effypt ; but ehiefl|[ 
by persons of the lower orders ; though several mei^ 
einineat in literature and religion, and vast numbers 
gf fackee'rs (or poor devotees), yielded to its fascia 
Rations, and contended that it was lawful to the 
Moos'lini. The habit is now very common amQng 
the lower orders in the metropolis and other towns of 
f]gypt There ^re various modes of preparing it; 
and various names, as sheera, bust^ &c., are given to 
its diflferent preparations. IVlost commonly, I am 
)old, the young leaves are u«ed alone, or mixed wi^h 
tobacco, for smoking ; and the eapgules, without the 
seeds, pounded and mixed with several aromatic sub« 
stances, for an intoxiqating conserve. Acids counter* 
^ct its operation, The preparation of hemp used foi; 
smoking generally produces boisterous mirth, Fevir 
inhalations of its smoke, but the last very copious, are 
^8ually taken from the go'zeh. After the emissioA 
ci the last draught, from the mouth atid nostrils, 
cp^imonly a fit of coughing, and often a spitting of 
blood, ensues, in consequence of the lungs hAving 
been filled with the smoke, Hh^shee'sh is to be ob* 
taiaed npt only at soine of the coffee-shops: there 
are shops' of a smaller and more private description 
solely appropriated to the sale of this and other 
intoxicating preparations: they are called nuthh!^ 
^hesh'ehs. It is sometimes amusing to observe the 
ridiculous conduct, and to listen to the conversation 
of the persons who frequent these shops. They are 
an of the lower orders. The term ** hfiash'shiishy* 
which signifies " a smoker, or an eater, of hemp," is 
i^n appellation of obloquy ; noisy and riotous people) 
are often called " hhash'riha'shee'n," which is the 
plural of that appellation) and the origin of our word 
^^ as^aspin f a name first applied to Arab warriors in 
Syria, in the time of the Crusades, who made use of 

D 2 
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intoxicating and soporific drugs in order to rendet 
their enemies insensible. 

The use -of opium and other drugs to induce in- 
toxication is not so common in Egypt as in many 
other countries of the East: the number of the 
Egyptians addicted to this vice is certainly not nearly 
8o great, in proportion to the whole population, as is 
the relative number of persons in our own country 
who indulge in habitual drunkenness. Opium is 
called, in Arabic, afiyoo*n; and the opium-eater 
C^O(/nee, This latter appellation is a term of less* 
dbioquy than that of " hhash'sha'sh ;" because ther^ 
aire many persons of the middle and higher classed' 
to whom it is applicable. In its crude state, opiblrnf 
is^ generally taken, by those who have not long beel^' 
addicted to its use, in the dose of three or four grains,' 
for the purpose above mentioned ; but the afiyod^kiec*- 
increases the dose by degrees. The Egyptians ihalif^] 
several conserves composed of hellebore, hemp, and 
<^iam, and several aromatic drugs, which are mot^' 
cfommonly taken than the simple opium. A con-^ * 
serve of this nature is called maagoo'n ; and the 
person who makes or sells it, maagoon'gee, THel 
itictet common kind is called bursh. There is one 
kind which, it is said, makes the person who takes it' 
manifest his pleasure by singing ; another which will 
make him chatter ; a third which excites to dance ; ft 
fourth which particularly affects the vision, in a plea^ 
Borable manner; a fifth which is simply of a sedative^ ' 
nature. Thes^ are sold at the mahnshesh'eh. 

The fermented and intoxicating liquor called boo'zeki 
which is drunk by many of the boatmen of the NIte, 
and by other persons of th^ lower orders in Egypt, has^ 
beetinientioned in a former chapter. I have seew,'- 
In tombs at Thebes, many large jars, containing th^ 
d|<egs'0f beer of this kind, prepared from batfey. ^' 

«>••'' ' -■ . 'J • ) J ; . 



f 
^1 



', t 



ft 



41 


•i> 


• . ■ 


V ( 1 


J 1 


- » 


i • 


• ' . ^ '1*11 


Chaptbr IIL 


» . ' 1 * ' 

•• I.. \l 




■ 

. ' 1 ' 


The BATEf. 


, '.«/ 



Bathino is one of the greatest luxuries enjoyed by- 
the people of E^ypt The inhabitants of the villiigiea 
of this country, and tJi^ose persons who cannot afibni 
t)ie trifling expense incurred in the public bath, oCteof 
blithe in the Nile. Girls and young women are nol- 
unfrequeptly seen thus indulging themselves in the 
w;airm :weather> and generally without any coveriBg;t 
bnl ipos^ly in unfrequented places. The rich, I havo. 
before mentioned, have baths in their own houses i 
b^jt men who have this convenience oflen go to the 
public bath ; and .so also do the ladies, who, on many, 
occasions, are invited to accompany thither theic 
female friends. 

There are, in Cairo, between sixty and seventy 
Hhamma'tnSt or baths, to which the public have 
access for a small expense. Some of these are for 
men only ; others, only for women and young chil-r 
dreii ; and some, for both sexes ; for men during the 
foce^oon, and in the aflernoon for females. Whea 
the bath is appropriated to women, a napkin, or any: 
P^ece of linen or drapery, is hung over the entrance, 
to warn the men from enterijig : all the male servants/ 
haying gone out a short time before ; and femalet: 
haying taken their places.. The front of the bath isi 
generally ornamented in a maaiier similar to that ini 
which most of the mosques are decorated, but usually 
more fanciful, in red and white, and sometimes 
other colours, particularly over and about thft €n* 
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trance. The building consists of several apartments, 
lall of which are paved with marble, chiefly white, 
ivith an intermixture, in some parts, of black marble, 
and small pieces of fine red tile, in the same manner 
as the doorcka"ah of a room in a private house, of 
which a sketch has been inserted in the introduction 
to this work. The inner apartments are covered with 
domes, which have a number of small, round, glazed 
apertures, for the admission of hght. The materials 
dhiefly employed in the construction of the Walls ahd 
domes are bricks and plaster, which, after havitig 
been exposed to the steam that is produced in thwe 
bath when it is in use, are liable to crack and fall if 
the heat be intermitted even for a few diiys. A 
gft'ckiyeh (or water-wheel), turned by a cow or bull, 
k constructed upon a level with the higher parts of 
the building, to raise water from a well or tftnkj for 
the supply of the boiler, &c. 

The bather, on entering, if he have a watch, and a 
purse Containing more than a trifling sum of money, 
gives these in charge to the Tti'uHim (or kefepet of 
the bath), who locks them in a chest: his pipe, atid 
sword (if he have one), he commits to a servant of 
the bath, who takes off his shoes, and supplies him 
with a pair of wooden clogs ; the pavement b^ing 
wet. The first apartment is called the me//uM*, 
It generally has two, three, or four leewafns^ similar 
to mus'tub'ahs, or considerably wider, cased with 
marble, and a fountain (called fiscke^yeh) of cold 
water, which rises from an octagonal basement Con- 

* See the Plan, of which the following is an explanation.— 
A, General entrance and vestibule. B, B, Mes'lukh. C, C, 
C j C, 0) Leewa'iis. 1), Station of the M'al^lim* Kj FiBckee'v^. 
Yf Goflee^stall. G, G, Latrinee. H, Beyt*ow'wal. I, I^ Leie^ 
wa'n« K,K, Mus'tub'ahs. L, L, Hhara'riih. M,M,M,M, 
X<eewa'D8. N, Fisckee'yeh. O, O, Two chambers, each con- 
iaining a mugh'tus (or tank). P, P, Hhanafee'yehs. Q, 
place of the flte, over which is the boiler. 
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structed of stone cased with marble, &c., samilar to 
that ill the inner apartmient represented in a sectioit 
accompanying this description, in the centre. Onis 
ti the leewa'ns, being designed for the accommod^ 
iion of persons of the higher and middle orders, i^ 
furnished with mattresses and cushions: upon the 
othefr, or others, which are for the lower orders, tffcre 
Is usually no furniture excepting mats. In many 
baths there is also, in the mes'lukh, a small kind q( 
stasll, for coffee. 

In warm weather, the bathers mostly prefer to 
undress in the mes'lukh: in winter, they undress 
in an inner, closed apartment, called beyt-ou/wal ; 
between which and the first apartment is a short 
passage, with two or three latrinae on one s|d«^ 
** Beyt-ow'war* signifies "the first chamber;" koi. 
this name is given to the chamber here mentioned 
|)eeause it is the first of the warm apartments ; bi# 
h is less warm than the principal apartment, of whtcl| 
it is the ante- chamber. In general, it has two mus'r 
ful/ahs, one higher than the other, cased with mai'ble, 
like the pavement. The higher accommodates biit 
one person ; and is for the higher classes ; the other 
is sufficiently large for two. When the former is 
occupied, and another high seat is wanted, two or 
three mattresses are placed one upon another on the 
lower mus'tub'ah, o^ on the leewa'n (or raised part 
of the floor). A sep:ga'deh (or small prayer-carpet) 
is spread on the mus'tub'ah for a person of the high^ 
orders. The bather receives a napkin in which to 
put his clothes; and another to put round his waist: 
ihis reaches to the knees, or a little lower ; and is 
termed mahhfzam: a third, if he require it, is 
brought to him to wind round his head, in the 
manner of a turban, leaving the top of the head 
bare ; a fourth to put over Ids chest, and a filth to 
cover bis back. It is generally a boy, or beardiem 
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yvmig man, who atteiicls tke bather rnhii^ h« uo^ 
dresses, and while he puts on his mahh'saip, Ac* t 
b^ is called a la'win'gee (as the word is vulgar^ 
pronounced), which is a corruptioQ of Uevxtlngee^ or 
•* attendant of the leewa'n.'* 

When the bather has undressed, and attired him* 
self in the manner above described, the la'win'get 
opens to him the door of the inner and principal 
fipartment, which is called hhara'rah, Thisj in ge* 




Section of the Hhara'rah. 

neral, has four low leewa'ns, like those of most rooms 
in private houses, which give it the form of a cross; 
and, in the centre, ^fisckee'yeh (or fountain) of hot 
water, rising from a small, shallow basin in the 
middle of a high, octagonal seal, caSed with white 
and black marble, and pieces of red tile. The 
hhara'rah, together with several chambers connected 
with it, may generally be described as occupying 
almost an exact square. The beyt-ow'wal is at one 
of the angles. Two small chambers, which adjoin 
each other, and occupy a second angle of the square, 
contain, the one, a mugh'tvSi or tank, of warm 
water, to whiph there is an ascent of a fewc steps; 
the other a hhan'afee'yeh^ consisting of two taps, 

o 5 
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^pr6JBctin^ from the Wall ; one of hot, and one of eo^d 
Water; With a ismall trough beneath; before whidi 
fe Ja seat: the name of hhan'afee'yeh is commonly 
given, not merely to the taps above mentioned, biit 
to the chamber which contains them. A third ang;Ie 
of the square is occupied by two other small cham- 
bers similar to those just described : one containing 
'^ second mugh'tus, of water not quite so warm a« 
the formei* : the other, a Second hhaft'afee'yeh* Each 
mugh'tus is filled by a stream of water pouring down 
from the dome of the chamber. The fourth angle 
of the square is generally occupied by a chamber 
wbich has no communication with the hhara'rah ; and 
which contains the fire over which is the boiler. 
The central part of the hhara'rah, its leewa'ns, and 
the small chambers connected with it, are covered 
with domes, which have a number of small, glazed 
apertures. 

, The bather, having entered the hhara'rah, soon 
perspires profusely, from the humid heat which. is 
jiroduced by the hot water of the tanks and fountain, 
and by the boiler. The operator of the bath, who is 
called mookey'yisa'tee (for a reason I shall presently 
state), immediately comes to him. If the bather be 
covered with more than one napkin, the mookey'- 
yisa'tee takes them off, and gives him a wet mahh'- 
f:am ; or the former mahh'zam is retained, and 
trelted. The bather sits on the marble seat of J he 
fisckee'yeh, or lies upon a napkin on one of the 
leeWa'ns, or by the edge of one of the tanks, to 
submit to the first operation, which is that of crack- 
ing his joints, and is called tuck'tuck^ah. The 
operator cracks almost every joint of his frame : he 
Wrings the body, first one way, and then the other, 
to make several of the vertebrae crack: even the neck 
h ihade to ctack twice, by wrenching the head roun^, 
^biih Way, which produces a sensation rather a,larm^ 
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Ing to an {ontpeTienced p«reon : and each ear j* 
eenerally twisted round until it cmcka: the limbs 
are Wrested with apparent violence j but wilh such 
skill that an untoward accident In this operation Is 
never heard of. The main object of this process |b 
lo render the joint supple. The mookej'jisa'lee 
also kneads the bather's flesh. Atler this, or pre- 
tIoubI;, he rubs the aolee of his feet with a kind of 
Wwp, called hha^ar eUhhammdm^ of bsJied clay. 




There are two kinds of rasps used for this purpose : 
one is very piirous and roiigh ; and its rasping sur- 
face is scored with several lines : the other is of a 
fine, close clay; and the surface with which the 
rubbing is performed is rendered rough artiflclally; 
both are of a dark, blackish colour. Those which are 
used by ladies are generally encased (the lower, or 
rasplhg, surface of course excepted) in thin, em- 
bowed silver. The rouglier hliag'ar is of indispen- 
sable utility to persons who do not Wear stockings f 
Which is the case with most of the Inhabilants of 
Egypt: the other is fur the more delicate; tud 1« 



(T rubbing lh« limbs, to tender the sWn 

ie "est operation is the tekya/s, or tiUt 

he batTier'a flesh with a small, coarse, 

/called kees et-Hhamma'm. It is frohi 

B pprator is called " mookey'yisa'tee." 

ie bather, if he please, dips himself in 

inks. He is next taken to a hhan'afecf'' 

pkin having been hnng before the eh- 

' trance to this, the mookey'yisa'tee lathers the battier 

■with letf {or fibres of the palm-tree) and soap and 

'•Veet water, which last is brought in a copper vessel, 

' ind warmed in one of the lanks; for the water of the 

iihan'afce'yeh is from a well, rather brackish, and 

''-consequently not fit for washing with soap. The 

leef is employed in the same manner as sponge is by 

us '■ i' is not of the kinii produced by the palm-trees 

■' '-,f Egypt, which is of u brown colour : that uged^ in 

'', l.liB hhamma'm is Xh>tc; and is brought froip'Uie 

■ Hheja'z. The mookey'yisa'tee washes off the soap 

' vvith water from the hhan'afce'yeh ; and, if required, 

f'^tiaves the bather's arm-pits: he then goes; leaving 

ijim ^ finish washing, &c. The latter then calls 

for a set of napkins {'(.d'deh), four in number, and, 

>^3,ving covered himself in the Eame manner us 

■ j-^fore described, returns to the beyt-ow'wal ; but 

' ^jst, it is the custom of persons of the more inde- 

.r>endeat classes to give half a piaster, or a piaster, 

J^the mookey'yisa'tee, though it is not demanded. 

In ^e beyt-ow'wal, a mattress is spread, for the 

"■ i^her, on the mus'tub'ah, covered with napkins, and 

P^ jng one or two cushions at one end. On this he 

"eclin^^ s'PPinff a cup or two of coffee, and smoking, 

I^liile * la'win'gee rubs the soles of his feet, and 

iTnea^* his body and Umbs; or two la'win'gees per- 

'&►*"* these operations^ and he gives to each of them 

"* five o' "° fud'dahs, or more. He generally remains 

P^lf an bow, or aa hour, or more, spioking his 
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^sfiiVook or shee^sTieh: then dressed, 'kM'''^ei^ 6trt. 

.Ttjie hha^risy who is the foreman, an^ who has the 

^ pharge of drying the napkins in the mes'lukh, ^rid'bf 

• guarding, brings him a looking-glass, and Yiihlc^s 

, the bather have neither beard nor must^che$> )& 

cqmb. The bather asks him for his watch, &cl; ptfts 

from one to four plasters on the looking-g]^$^ lihtl 

goes. One piaster is a common sum to pay foir sill 

the operations above described. 

Many persons go to the bath twice a week : others, 

'once aw^ek,or less frequently : but some ar6 merely 

washed with soap and water, and then plunge into 

Qpe of the tanks \ for which, of course, they pay 

Vss. 

The women who can afford to do so visit the hhanfi- 
rna'm frequently ; but not so often as the men. When 
'the bath is not hired for the females of one TamilV, 
^. or for pne party of ladies, exclusively, women of ail 
! conditions are admitted. In general, all the femalies 
of a house, and the young boys, go together. Th6y 
take with them their own segga'dehs, and the nap- 
kins, basins, &c., which they require, and even the 
necessary quantity of sweet water for washing with 
soap, and for drinking; and some carry with them 
fruits, sweetmeats, and other refreshments. A lady 
of wealth is also often accompanied by her own hd- 
. la'neh^ or ma'sh'tah*, who is the washer and tire- 
woman. Many women of the lower orders wear no 
covering whatever in the bath ; not even a napkin 
round the waist: others always wear the napkin, 
and the high clogs. There are few pleasures in which 
the women of Egypt delight so much as in the visit 
to the bath, where they frequently have entertairi^ 
ments ; and often, on these occasions, they are ndt a 
little noisy in their mirth. They avail themsehe^ of 

*' Hiusconttnonly ptWHrniK^d, for fm'4kitak^ • • '( 



50 MODERN feGYPTIANS. 

the Opportunity to display their jewels and their 
finest clothes, and to enter into familiar conversation 
with those whom they meet there, whether friends or 
strangers. Sometimes, a mother chooses a bride fot 
her son from among the girls or women whom she 
<&hances to see in the bath. On many occasions, as» 
for instance, in the case of the preparations fbr a 
marriage, the bath is hired for a select party, con- 
sisting of the women of two or more families ; and 
none else are admitted : but it is more common for 
a lady and a few fViends and attendants to hire la 
khiVimh : this is the name they give to the apart^ 
ment of the hhan'afee'yeh. There is more confusion 
among a mixed company of various ranks ; but where 
all are friends, the younger girls indulge in more 
mirth and frolic. They spend an hour or more undet 
the hands of the bella'neh, who rubs and washes 
them, plaits their hair, applies the depilatory** &c. 
They then retire to the beyt-ow'wal or mes'lukh, and ' 
there, having put on part of their dress, or a large, 
loose shirt, partake of various refreshments, which, 
if they have brought none with them, they may pro- 
cure by sending an attendant of the bath to the 
tnarket. Those who smoke take their own pipes 
with them. On particular occasions of festivity, they 
are entertained with the songs of two or more 'Awa'- 
lim, hired to accompany them to the bath. 

* The depilatory called dote^a noo^rak, which is often em- 
ployed in the bath, being preferred to the resin more com- 
monly used, is composed^ as 1 am informed^ of quick lime with 
a small proportion (^about an eighth part) of orpiment. It is 
tfiade into & pa»te, with water, before application ; and loosenb 
the hAir in about two minutes, when it is washed off.-^See 
Russel's Aleppo, toI* i., pp« 134, 378, 379 : 2nd edition. 
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Chapter IV 

Games. 

Most of tjie, games of the Egyptians are of kinds 
which suit their sedate dispositions. They take great 
pleasure in chess (which they call tfti^rcn'g), draughts 
(djofmeh)^ and trictrac or backgammon (taltoooitih). 
Their chess-men are of very simple forms j as the 
Moos'lim is forbidden, by his religion, to make an 
image of anything that has life. The Moos'lims of 
£gypt in general are, however, less scrupulous with 
regard to the prohibition of gam^s of hazard r though 
some of them consider even chess and draughts is 
forbidden, games partly or wholly haieardous are vet^ 
common among all ranks of this people; and scarcely 
iess so is that of cards, which, being almost alwayii 
played for money, or for some other stake, is particu- 
larly called, by way of distinction, l^ab pl*ckoomafr ♦, 
•• the game of hazard, or, of gain." Persons of the 
lower orders in the towns of Egypt are often seen 
playing at these and other games at the eofiee^shops^ 
but fVequently for no greater stake than that of a ftw 
cups of coffee. 

One of the games most common among the Egyp- 
tians is that of the muvfckal^ah. Two persons play at 
this, with a board (or two boards joined by hinges>» 
in which are twelve hemispherical holes, called 
hooyo&t, or beytSy in two equal rows; and with 
seventy-two small shells, or the kind called cowries ; 

• 
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orkiitmiiy pebbles : these, whether sheAs or pebbles, 
are termed the hhas'a (in the smg^ular, khcu^weky.. 
To explain the game of the mun'ckal'ah, I must dis- 
tinguish the beyts of the board by letters, thus : 




Mun'ckarah. 

The beyts marked A, B, C, D, E, F, belong to one - 
party ; and the opposite six beyts to the other. One * 
of the parties, when they are about to play the gai|ie 
in the most simple manner (for there are two modes - 
of playing it), distributes all the hhas'a unequally ^ 
into the beyts ; generally putting at least four into -. 
each beyt. If they were distributed equally, there 
would h^ six in each beyt ; but this is seldom done ; ^ 
for, in this case, he who plays first is sure to lose. 
The act of distributing the hhas'a, is called tebweefz. ; 
When one party is dissatisfied with the other's dis* 
tribution of the hhas^a, he may turn the board 
round; and then his adversary begins the game; 
which is not the case otherwise. Supposing the party 
to whom belong the beyts A, B, C, D, E, F, com- 
mences the game, he takes the hhas'a from beyt F, 
and distributes them to the beyts a, 6, o, &c., one to 
each beyt ; and if there be enough to put in each of 
his adversary's six beyts, and more remain in his 
hand, he proceeds in the same manner to distribute 
them to his own beyts, in the order A, B, C, &c. j 
and then, if he have still one or more remaining, tq 
his adversary's beyts, as before, and so on. If the 
last beyt into which he has put a hhas'weh contain 
1i)ut one (having been empty before he put that in ; 
for it may have been left empty at the first), he 
ceaae.s; and his adversary plays : but if it contain two * 
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or fottiv be t8t[:es it3 contepts^ irath fboe/t of the 
op|K)site ; and if the last bey t contain two or four, 
and one or more preceding bevts also contain either ^ 
of these numbers, no beyt wjth any other numbw 
intervening, he takes the contents of these preceding 
beyts also, with the contents of those opposite. If 
the last beyt into which he has put a hhas'weh con- 
tain (with this hhas'weh) three, or five, or more, he 
takes these out, and goes on distributing them in the 
same manner as before : for instance, if, in this case, 
the last beyt into which he has put a hhas'weh be D, 
he puts one from its contents into E, another into F, 
a third into a, and so on ; and thus he continues^ 
until making the last beyt to contain but one stopH . 
hiip, or making it to contain two or four brings him 
gain, and makes it liis adversary's turn to play. He 
alv^ays. plays from beyt F, or, if that be empty, from 
the nearest beyt to it in his own row containing one 
or more hhas'wehs. When one party has more than 
a single hhas'weh in one or more of his beyts, and \ 
the other has none^ the former is obliged to put one 
of his into the first of his adversary's beyts. If only 
one hhas^weh remain on one side, and none on the 
other, that one is the property of the person on 
whose side it is. When the board is completely 
cleared, each party counts the number of the hhas'a 
he has taken ; and the one who has most reckons the 
excess of his above his adversary's number as his 
gain. The gainer in one board begins to play the 
ne^t board; his adversary having first distributed 
the hhas'a. When . either party has made his suc- 
cessive gains amount to sixty, he has won the game. 
— ^In this manner, the game of the tnun'ckal'ah is 
played by young persons; and hence this mode of 
playing it is called ^^ the game of the ignorant" (^lefak 
el-ghaskeefm) : others generally play in a different 
manner^ which is termed ** the game of the wise* or ^ 
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lAtelligeilt'* {Uuh el'WckU)^ artd which mast now 
bis described. 

The hhcus'a ai* distributed in one or ihore beyts on 
btie side, and in the corresponding; beyt or beyts ott 
yie other side ; commonly in four beyts on each side, 
leaving the two extreme beyts of each side vacant ; or 
they aife distributed in any other conventional manner^ 
IIS, for instance, about half into beyt A, and the re- 
mainder in beyt a. The person who distributes the 
hhas'a does not count how many he places in a beyt ; 
and it is at his option whether he places them only 
in otie beyt on each side, or in all the beyts. Should 
the other person object to his distribution, he may 
turn the board round ; but in that case forfeits his 
right of playing first. The person who plays fittst 
may begin from any one of his beyts ♦ judging by 
his eye which will bring him the best fortune. He 
proceeds in the same manner as before described j 
putting one hhas'weh in each beyt ; and taking in 
the same cases as in the former mode ; and then the 
other plays; After the first gain, he counts the 
hhas^a in each of hifi beyts; and plays from that 
which n^rill bring him the greatest advantage* One 
of the parties may stop the other to count the 
hhas'a which he takes out of a beyt to distribute, 
in order to insure his distributing them correctly. 
The gain of one party after finishing one board is 
counted, as in the former mode, by the excess of the 
number he has taken above the number acquired by 
the other ; and the fit^t who makes his successive 
gains to amount to sixty wins the game. — This game 
is of use in practising the players in calculation. It 
is very commonly played at the coffee-shops ; and 
the players generally agree, though it is unlawful to 
do so, that the loser shall pay for the coffee druhk 
by himself and his adversary and the spectators, or 
for h certain number of cups. 
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Anothef game very general among the loWir 
classes in Egypt is called ta^b. In other countti^i 
of the East this is called " ta'b we-dookk ;" but I 
never hear this name given to it in Egypt. In this 
Qountry it is played in the following manner J — Fdur 
small pieces of stick, of a fiat form^ about & span 
(or eight inches) in length, and two thirdfi of att 
inch in breadth, are first prepared : they are generally 
formed of a piece of palm-branch ; one side of which, 
being cut flat ahd smooth, is White ; the other, gfeenj 
or, if not fresh, of a dull yellow colour: the former 
side is commonly called white, and the other, blaok. 
These are called the ta'b. Next, it is necessary to 
be provided with a see'ga. This is a board, divided 
into four rows of squares, called beyts or daV«, each 
about two inches wide ; or it consists of similar rows 
of holes made in the ground, or on a fiat stone : the 
beyts are usually seven, nine, eleven, thirteen, or 
fifteen, in each row. To show the mode of playing 
the game, I shall here represent a see'ga of nine 
beyts in each row; and distinguish tif beyts by 
letters. 
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In each beyt of one exterior row is usually placed 
a little piece of stone, or dingy brick, about the size of 
a walnut ; and in each beyt of the other exterior row, 
a piece of red brick or tile. Or, sometimes, pieces 
arc placed only in a certain number of beyts in those 
rows ; as, for instance, in the first four. The pieces 
of one row must be distinguished from those in t&e 
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^kt,' Mb. 'The* game h generally played by llvici 
pfeitdri^: -^ Ttie- fonr little sticks are thrown, all U^ 
gather; agdhi^t a strck thrust into the ground or hield^' 
iA^tlx^'hand With one end resting on the ground, Ot* 
aptjltii^ a wall, or against a stick inclined against a 
mil/ if they ^11 so that one only has its white ^fd^' 
lifitrards, the player is said to have thrown, or 
Ivbtight, ta'b (plural teeb), or a wd^ed (or child,' 
p4tiral wUafd)^ and counts one : if there be two 
white, and the other two black, he counts two 
(ftnei/n) : if there be three white, and one black, h*'* 
counts three {tda!teh) : if all four be white, fbur 
(dffba^'ah) : if all four black, six isitfUh), When ott^' 
throws ta'b, or four, or six, he throws again ; biit^ 
when he has thrown two, or three, it is then the ttfrh' 
of the other. To one of the players belongs the VoW 
of beyts A, B, C, &c. : to the other, that of a, 6, c, &c\' 
They first throw alternately until one has throwii* 
ta'b; and he who has done this then throws again' 
until he has brought two, or three. Supposing him, 
at the beginning of the game, to have thrown ta'b' 
and four and two ; he removes the kelb from beyt t,' * 
and places it in the seventh beyt from I, which is' 
Q. He must always commence with the kelb in 
beyt I. The other party, in like manner, com- 
mences from beyt t. Neither party can remove a' 
kelb from its original place but by throwing ta'b 
before each such removal. The kelbs before re*-'; 
nioval from their original places are called Nasa'ra^ 
(or Christians, in the singular, Nusra'nee)^ andf* 
after removal, when they are privileged to coin-' 
mence the contest, Moos'limec'n (or Moos^lims) ♦* 
when a person has made a kelb a Mooslim, it fe' 
sftid of him selHem kelb ; and of the kelb, as^limV' 
Bk<*h ttoe that a player throws ta'b, he geheraUlf^ 
nMdei'ikelbMooslim, until he hatf made them bilF 



$p^ md thus prepared them to circulate in ^ ^^J\^t 
f^jush. player may have two or more kdbs in qirciila- 
tion at the Sjame time. Let us suppose (tp maJj[,^.tb($' 
description -more simple) that the person to Mr hum 
belongs the row of beyts A, B, C, &c., is circulating' 
a single kelb: he moves it through the two ijniddlc^. 
tows of beyts in the order of the letters by wjhich \ 
have distinguished them, from K to S, and frp^n, 
k to s; and may then either repeat the same round 
or enter his adversary's row, as long as there be auy. 
l^lb remaining in that row ; but in the latter c^sc^ 
be does not continue to circulate the same kelb, ex-. 
cepting under circumstances which will he mentibne4> 
liy^eafterc Whenever a throw, or any of two or mo^^ 
ti^rows« which the player has made enables him to. 
move his kelb into a beyt occupied by one of his, 
opponent's kelbs, he takes the latter. For instance^ 
it one party have a kelb in the beyt 7n, and the other 
hai^e ^e in o, and another in «, and the former haa^ 
thromcn ta'b (or one) and then four and then two, he 
may take the kelb in o by the throw of two ; then, by 
the throw of four, take that in s ; and, by the throw 
of ta'b, pass into a, and take a third kelb if it con- 
tain one. A player may, by means of a suitable, 
throw, or two or more throws, move one of his kelbs . 
into a beyt occupied by another of his own ; and these . 
two together, in like manner, he may add to a third, 
or he naay add a third to them : thus he may unite., 
any number of his own kelbs, and circulate them ' 
together, as if they were but one ; but he cannot 
divide them ag^in, and play with them separately, 
unless he throw ta'b. If he avail himself of a thro^, 
which he hais made to bring them back into a row., 
through which they have already passed (eith^,^ 
separately or together) they become reduced M As 
fil^gle.kelb: but he need, not avail himself of s^^ 
9i\^myf ♦ l^e may, wait until he throwaia^*..: TWMa 



ivove kdbs tkus unked are called an 'eg(geh, Tbe 
object of so uniting them is to pl^ce tltem as soon a^ 
possible in a situation of satety ; as will be seen by 
^hat iimnediately follows. If either party pasa one 
of his k^lbs into his adversary's rowj he may leave it 
there in safety as long as he does not want to con^ 
tinue to play with it, because the latter cannot bring 
back a kelb into his own row. The former, however, 
<»nnot continue to circulate the kelb which has en^ 
tered that row until he has no kelb remaining in his 
own row ; or unless he have only an 'eg^geh in his 
row, and does not throw tal), which alone enables 
him to divide the 'eg'geh. In circulating througb 
his adversary's beyts, he proceeds in the order of the 
letters by which I have marked them. He cannot 
pass the same kelb again into his adversary's row : 
after it has passed through that row, he circulates it 
through the two middle rows only, m the same manner 
as at first — This game is often played by four or 
more persons ; and without the see'ga. When one 
person throws four, he is called the Soolta'n. He 
holds a muck'ra'^ah, which is a piece of the thick end 
of a palm-^stick, with two or three splits made in the 
thicker part of it. When a player throws six, he is 
called the Wezee'r, and holds the stick against which 
the ta'b are thrown. Whenever a person throwti two, 
the Soolta'n gives him a blow, or two or more blows 
(as many as the Wezee'r may order), on the sole of 
his foot, or the soles of both feet, with the muck'ra"ail:|. 
When a player throws twice six, he is both SooWb 
and Wezee'r, 

Many of the fellalihee'n of Egypt also frequently 
amuse themselves with a game called that of Ibe 
see^ga^ which may be described in a few woida. The 
see'ga employed in this game i^ different from thai of 
the ta'b : it consists qf a number of holes, generally 
made in the ground; laQ^ Qommpnly, of fiye rove of 
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fite holes ia eaeh, oit •«¥«& ro^ra of «e««n in e9«b« 
or nine rows of ni»a in e^oh : the firat Jdad ia c»Ued 
Asfticmo'io^d «^'g« ; tto sccowd, the ^ebWwee ; and 
the tlurd, the tWaftm^ A khumsa'wee see^ga is here 
represented. 

OO0OO 
OOODO 

aaao® 

OODOO 

oosoo 

See'ga. 

The hoWs are called ^€q^o'n (or eyes, in the sing«lar 
^ejfn). In this see'ga, they are twenty-dve in num- 
her. The players have each twelve kdk^^ similar to 
those used in the game of the ta'h*. One of them 
places two of hiskelhs in the 'eyna marked a^a: the 
other puts two of his in those marked 6, 6 : they 
then alternately place two kelbs in any of the 'eyns 
Uiatthey may choose, excepting the central 'eyn of 
the aee'ga. All the 'eyns but the central one being 
thus occupied (most of the kelbs plaged at random), 
the game is commenced. The party who begins 
moves one of his kelbs from a contiguous 'eyn into 
^ oentraU The other party, if the 'eyn now made 
vacant be not nej^t to any one of those occupied by 
his kelbs, desires his adversary to give him, or open 
to him» a way ; and the latter must do so, by re- 
nnoving^ and Uius losing, one of hi^ own keJhs. This 
is also dc^ on subsequent occasions, when required 
by «milar cireumstances. The aim of each party, 

* The larger see'gasj in like manner, require a sufiScienf 
kottber of k«m te eoeupy all the *eyn« eseeptin^ ou^. . 
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o# ikw'k«ft» i« snoli ft 6itwiftioii ll»^ t^eff»iidMitt«bpf>t 
bMwein it'aiid anotfinr of hi% one o£ his iwUrtwwip^j 
Mils.' TM«»'b3r so' doiagt he l»km; and asioai^^MK 
h» ean imraeditttel j make another ca^pture. hf mttiK% 
neaiis, he does so, withoat allowing his adveranrj: Itnt 
move.^^These are the only rules of theganie. Il^ 
wSl be remarked, that though most of the ke&s mmi 
pboed at random, foresight is requisite. in the d&tf 
fOBsA of the remainder. — Several see'gaa have he^t 
cut upon th^ stones on the summit of the gtmh 
pyramid, by Arabs who have served as guides tfytt&h» 
veiiero. •■ ^ }f« 

Gymnastic games, or such diversions as raquifflf 
much bodily exertion, are very uncommon amo^n^f 
the Egyptians. Sometimes, two peasants qoiitei|4f 
with each other, for mere amusement^or for a tridiogi 
wager or reward, with nMoo^ts^ which are i^i^eMf 
staves, five or six feet long : the object of each is t^ 
stnke his adversary on the head. The nebboo't is %, 
formidable weapon, and is often seen in the hand of; 
an Egyptian peasant: he often carries it when Qm\ 
a journey; particularly when he travels by night^< 
which, however, is seldom the case. Wrestlingii 
matches are also sometimes witnessed in Egypt : th^ 
combatants (who are called moosalre^eefn^ in the skh 
gular mooBofre*) strip themselves of all their cloth«i£^. 
excepting their drawers, and generally oil their b^^^ 
dies; but^ their exercises are not remarkable, and ai^ 
seldom performed but for remiraeration, on the oocaf 
sions of festivals, processions, &c. — On such occa- 
sions, too, mock combats between two men, usually 
clad only in their drawers^ and each armed wMlvji 
sftbre and a small shield, are not unfrequently wit>i 
i^essed : neither attempts to wound his adversiri^f 
every blow is received on the shield. .u» 

The game of thege/ee'if^as played.by;t];ie. M^mViH^^ 
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pUMMlii irf U^por E%9Y(t » mttoh -BKira ^veiUiyii «£} 
dwayOuB. It is <iABn>piaaFed by tlie klt«ft' on «l»i 
oiSMiopi of the nMorcMge of a penoa ol^ iaflnww»* 
raell aft^ie sbeykkof a tribe or village ; or o» 4balu 
of> a fiffemneisioii ; or when a votive eaif or oa mu 
tatt»i«yeh has been let loose to paature whefip it> 
wifit by Qotamoii consent, is about to be sacriiced al: 
tkr -foflib of a saint, and public feast made ivitb. its, 
OMat* The combatants usually consist of two parties 
^MMSstfsoi 'villages, or of difierent tribes, or braneliea 
of a tribe ; each party about twelve or twenty or more 
in mnaber ; and each person mounted on a bovse or 
flMure^ The two parties station themselves about five 
l^HOcbed feet or more apart A person from «Be 
pikKy gaHops towards the other party, and cballengea 
them: one of the latter, taking, in his lefl hand, lour, 
five, six, or more, geree'ds^ each six feet, or an inch 
i$k two more or less, in length, but generally equal in 
length to the height of a tall man, and very heavy 
O^ing the lower part of the palm-stick, freshly cut, 
WoA full of sap), pursues the challenger at full gallop : 
he approaches him as near as possible ; often within 
arm's length ; and throws, at his head or back, one 
geree^d a&r another, until he has none left. The 
geree'd is blunt at both ends. It is thrown with the 
small end foremost; and with uplifted arm; and 
fMmietimes inflicts terrible, and even fatal, wounds^. 
The person against whom the geree'ds are thrown 

^ Baring my last residence at Thebes^ a fine athletic man, 
the best gererd-player of the place, whom I had taken iota 
atjraervice at a uishtly gu^, received a venr severe wound 
at tbiji game ; and I had some difHculty to effect a cure : he 
was deurious for many hours, in consequence of it^ and had 
^e^Mrly lost his life. The geree'd struck him a little befofO' 
■H eidr/ and penetrated downwards into his neek< 
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endeftvourt) to (»tob them, or to wavd them off with 
his arm or with ft aheaihed sword ; or he escapes 
them by the superior speed of his horse. Having 
sustained the attack, and arrived at the station of his 
party, he tries bis skill against the person by whom 
he has beeq pursued, in the same manner as the 
latter did against him. — 'This sport, which reminds 
us of the tournaments of old, and which was a game 
of the early BedVwees, continues for several hours. 
It is comipon only among those tribes who have not 
been many yQdrs, or not more than a few eentuvies, 
settled pn the banks of the Nile; and who have 
consequently retained many Bed'awee customs and 
habits. About the close of the period of my former 
visit ^ this country, three men and a mare were 
killed at this game within an hour, in the western 
plain of Thebes. It is seldom, however, that a mau 
loses his life in this exercise : at least, of late, I have 
Keard of no such occurrence taking placc—^In Lower 
Sgypt) ^ geree'd only half the length of those above 
described, or little more, is used in playing this game. 
Other exercises, which are less frequently per^ 
formed, and only at festivals, for the amusement of 
the spectators, will be described in subsequent pages. 
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Chaft£R V. 
Music* 

T*ifi Egyptians in getieml ftre excessively fbnd of 
music ; atid yet they regard the study of this fas- 
cinating art (like dancing) as unworthy to employ 
any portion of the time of a man of sense ; and 
ad exercising too powerful an effect upon the pas- 
dons, and leading a man into gaiety and dissipation 
lind vice. Hence it was condemned by the Prophet j 
but it is used, notwithstanding, even In religious 
ceremonies ; especially by the durwee^shes. The 
Egyptians have very few books on music ; and these 
are not Understood by their modern musicians. The 
natural liking of the Egyptians for music is shown 
by their habit of regulating their motions, and re* 
lievihg the dalness of their occupations^ in various 
labours, by songs or chants. Thus do the boatmen, 
in rowing, ftc. : the peasants in raising water ; the 
porters in carrying heavy weights with poles ; men, 
boys, and girls, in assisting builders, by bringing 
bricks, stones, and mortar, and removing rubbish : 
so also, the sawyers, reapers, and many other \t^ 
bourers. Though the music of the Egyptians is of 
a style Very difficult for foreigners to acquire or 
imitate, the children very easily and early attain it. 
The practice of chanting the Ckoor*a'n, which is 
1 aught in all their schools, contributes to increase 
theit- natural fondness for music. 

How science was cherished by the Arabs when 



*«4 MODERN KGYPTIANS. 

^11 the nations of Europe were involved in the 
grossest ignorance, and how much the former pro- 
tfiled by tibe works of ancient Greek writers, is woll 
known. It appears that they formed the system of 
musie which has prevailed among them for many 
eentories partly from Greek, and partly from Persian 
und Indian treatises. From the Greek language are 
derived the most general Arabic term for music, 
Dlimely, mocffeefcka^ and the names of some of the 
Arab musical instruments ; but most of the technioal 
tef ms used by the Arab musicians are borrowed from 
the Peisiau and Indian languages. There is a 
striking degree of similarity between many of the 
airs which I have heard in Egypt and some of th^ 
popular melodies of Spain ; and it is not surprisii^ 
that this is the case ; for music was much cultivated 
^mong the Arabs of Spain ; and the library of the 
Escurial contains many Arabic treatises on this art« 

The most remarkable peculiarity in the Arab sys< 
iem of music is the division of tones into think* 
Hence I hiBtve heard Egyptian musicians urge 
against the European systems of music that they are 
deficient in the number of sounds. These small 
and delicate gradations of sound give a peculiar soft* 
ness to the performances of the Arab musicians, 
which are generally of a plaintive character: but 
they are difficult to discriminate with exactness, and 
are therefore seldom observed in the vocal and in* 
strumental music of those persons who have not 
made a regular study of the art. Most of the po- 
pular airs of the Egyptians, though of a similar cW 
racier, in most respects, to the music of their prc^- 
fessional performers, are very simple ; consisting of 
only a few notes which serve for every one or two 
lines of a song, and which are therefore repeated 
many times. I must confess that I generally take 
great delight in the more refined kind of muMC 



flrfhidlii I^oedaaidhaHy heat in %ypt; find 'the lAbrbl 
^dofng Mbitiiatcid to th^ ^tyle, thftiixore i 'tt^ 
i^ifts^d with it ; though, at the s&fn« time; 1 mdilt 
ti^te that I have not met with' many Emtmeann whb 
'^jfSy it in the same degt^e as myself. The itatlvfls 
!*f' Eg^t are generally enraptured with the peirfbtm- 
ttficedof iheit vocal and inBtrument&I musicians^* they 
.tippkud with frequent exclamations of "Al'te'hw 
vkd " God approve thee !" ** God preserve thy 
Jvolce !" and similar eicpressiona ' A 

-'-• ^he male profedsionai musicians are called A^Ul^' 
ite^yeh * in the singular, Alc^tee^ which Iptopet'ly si^- 
'tttfies "^ a ]^ayeT upon an instrument;*' but they ftVe 
igfenitfrally both instmmental and vocal peribrmein. 
Uliey^re people of tet^ dissolttte habits j and are tth 
^fded as scaitely less disreputable characters ihtlh 
Ste "pdiblifc dancets. They are, however, hired #t 
mti»t grand entertainments, to amuse the Company^; 
"Slid on these occasions they are usually supplied with 
.Uratldy; or other spirituous liquofs, which they some- 
iimes drink until they can neither sing nor strikt* u 
tiiofd. The sum commonly paid to each of them ft»- 
'dne niffht's performance is equal to about two 01* 
<^ee shillings ; but they often receive considerably 
.more. The guests generally contribute the sum. 

There are also female professional singers. These 
•are called *Awa'lim ; in the singular, *A^Vmehy ^ 
'^ji'limeh ; an appellation literally signifying '* ti 
iejamed female.*' The 'Awa'lim are often hired dn 
the occasion of a ffete in the hharee'm of a person of 
wealth^ There is generally a small, elevated aparlf- 
ment, called a toockey'steh^ adjoining the printiptLll 
la&loon of the hharee'm, from which it is separated 
«iily by a screen of* wooden lattiee-work ; or thei^ fe 
lM>me. -other convenient place in which the fetn».lk 

'" * Oi'tt'n, in guch cases, pronounced in an unusuatly broad 
^Hflftiiifev,^&hdiHe last syllable drawled <mt; thus ** t^7a»??if '»^ 
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gij^^rf Ti^^, )^ concealed, from the sight o^..%e 
^a^lier oSr fie hou^, should he be preseiil with mf 
5^:pi^^.. , IJut when there is a party of male gue'sfe^' 
t^py^piiefally sit in the court, or in a lower ap?irt- 
)fi^fU *i| hear the songs of the 'Awalim, who, in tHW 
^^se^jypually sit at a window of the hharee'm, 6oA- 
c^led by the lattice-work. Some of them are afed 
i^^mental performers. I have heard the mo^ 
c^^eh^ated 'Awa'lim in Cairo, and have been morjfe 
cl)Larmed with their songs than with the best perforni- 
/inces of the A'la'tee'yeh, and more so, I think I ma^ 
trjily add, than with any other music that I have evei* 
^njpyed. They are often very highly paid. I havri 
j^oi^n instances of sums equal to more than fiftV 
guineas being collected for a single 'ATmeh from 
jLh^ guests at an entertainment in the house of ^ 
perchant, where none of the contributors were p^f 
sons of much wealth. So powerful is the effecf of 
the singing of a very accomplished 'ATmeh, thai het 
audience, in the height of their excitement,, oft^ii 
lavish, upon her, sums which they can ill afford tb 
Jose. There are, among the *Awa'lim in Cairo, a 
few who are not altogether unworthy of the appella- 
tion of "learned females;" having some literary ac- 
complishments. There are also many of an inferior 
class who sometimes dance in the hharee'm : hence, 
travellers have often misapplied the name of " alme,*' 
meaning " *aTmeh,*' to the common dancing-girls, 
Xjf whom an account will be given in another chaptel: 
pf this work. 

, The Egyptians have a great variety of musical in- 
/^truments. Those which are generally used at pri- 
vate concerts are the kemen'geh^ cka'noo'ru 'oo'd^ and 
na'y. 

The kemen*geh is a kind of viol. Its name, which 
is Persian, and more properly written kema^ngeh, sig- 
nifies "a bow-instrument" Xhis instrU^n^eut, ^%nd 
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Sill the .Others of which I insert engravilig^^ VyH^e, 
drawn with the camera-Iucida. The total length iff 
ttie kemen'geh which is here, represented, is'uijrt^i 
eight inches. The sounding-body* is a cocoa-ifnlti 
of .which ahout a fourth part has been cut off! "Wro 
pieced with many small holes. Over the flr6nt 'of 
it is. strained a piece of the skin of a fisfi called 
h,Q:yo!d; and upon this rests the bridge f. Th^ 
neck X Is of ebony inlaid with ivory ; and of a cyliq- 
dripal form. At the bottom of it is a piece of ivory ; 
aj|;i4 the head §, in which the pegs are inserted, is al^b 
pf. ivory. The pegs || are of beech ; and tlieir heads. 
ot ;ivory. The foot ^f is of iron : it passes throu^l^ 
fhe. sounding-body, and is inserted into the neck, to 
jhe. depth of four or five inches. Each of the two 
chpr^s consists of about sixty horse-hairs: at the 
Ipvver end, they are attached to an iron ring, just 
p^lo)¥ the sounding-body : towards the other extre- 
pfiiWy each is lengthened with a piece of lamb's 
gfjit**^ by which it is attached to its peg. Over th^ 
chords, a little below their junction with the gut- 
strings, a double band of leather ft is tied, passing 
round the neck of the instrument. The bow J J is 
thirty-four inches and a half in length. Its form is 
shown by the engraving. The stick is generally of 
a^. The horse-hairs, passed through a hole at the 
head of the bow-stick and secured by a knot, and 
attached at the other end to an iron ring, are tight- 
ened or slackened by a band of leather which passes 
through the ring just mentioned and through anothet 
ring at the foot of the bow, — I insert a sketch of a 
performer on the kemen'geh, to show the manner in 
which he holds the instrument and the bow. In 

j . , 1 Meia'wee ; sinirular, meVum, % Seekh, • 
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passing the bow from one chord to the other, he 
turns the kemen'geh about sixty degrees round. The 
sketch here introduced, and those of the perronnera 



A Fvrfbriii«r on tba Katsvn^gBb, 

on the cka'noo'n, 'oo'd, and na'y, are from drawings 
which I have made with the cam era-lucid a, and, ex- 
cepting the last, from very expert musicians. To- 
gether, they represent an ordinary Eg^Tplian band, 
such as is generally seen at a private entertainment. 
The performer on the kemen'geh usually aits on the 
right hand of him whn performs on the cka'noo'n, 
or opposite (that is, fucing) the latter, on the left hand 
of whom sits the performer on the 'oo'd } and next to 
this last is the performer on the na'y. Sometiriies 
there are other musicians, whose instruments will he 
raealioned hereafter; and often, two singers. 
The cka'noo'n is a kind of dulcimer. Its aamr 
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is from the Greek KayittVy or from the same origin ; 
and has the same signification ; that is, ^' rule/' 
"law," " custom." The instrument from which the 
engraving here given was taken is, perhaps, an inch 
or two longer than some others which I have seen. 
Its greatest length is thirty-nine inches and three 
quarters ; and its breadth, sixteen inches : its depth 
is two inches and one tenth. The cka'noo'n is some- 
times made entirely of walnut- wood ^i^vith the excep- 
tion of some ornamental parts. In the instrument 
which I have drawn, the face f and the back X are of 
a fine kind of deal ; the sides § are of beech, The 
piece in which the pegs are inserted || is of beech ; 
and so also is the ridge ^ along its interior edge, 
through which the chords are passed, The pegs ** 
are of poplar^wood. The bridge ft is of fine deal. In 
the Qentral part of tl^ face of the instrument is a cir- 
cular piece of wood || of a reddish colour, pierced 
with holes ; and towards the acute angle of the face 
is another piece of similar wood, likewise pierced 
with holes. In that part of the face upon which the 
bridge rests are five oblong apertures, corresponding 
with the five feet of the bridge. A piece of fishes' 
skin §§, nine inches wide, is glued over this part ; and 
the five feet of the bridge rest upon those parts of 
the skin which cover the five apertures above men* 
tioned; slightly depressing the skin. The chords 
are of lamb's gut ||||. There are three chords to each 
note; and, altogether, twenty-four treble chords* 
The shortest side of the instrument %% is veneered 

• G(/«. t mth'th, for wegh. J Dah-. 

} Called Mo'r, or "wall.'* || Mufiar'ah. 

m Called iij^, or '* nose*" •* Meia'wte. 

tr Termed /ar'a*, or "mare." 

tt Called ahemfieh, or '' a sun.'' J^ Galled rueVmeK 

||TXhey ajre called owtafr ^ in the qingiilar, ytet'er. 

^nT Termed the cib'6'/!eAr ' 
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A Pubmur on Ilia CIui'ihm^ 

with nalnnt-wood, inlaid with mother-of- pearl. The 

instrument is played with two plectra*; one plec- 
trum upon the fore-tin'^er of each hand. Each 
plectrum is a small, thin piece of buffalo's horn ; 
and is placed between the finger and a ring, ur 
thimble t, formed of a flat piece of brass or silver, in 
the manaer represented in the sketch. — The instru- 
ment is placed on the knees of the performer ; as 
shown by the engraving here inserted. Under the 
ha.nds of a skilful player, the cka'noo'n pleases me 
more than any other Egyptian instrument without 
an accompaniment ; and to a band it is an important 
accession. 

• Bad) pleetruoi ii called rw'rtr*. f ^•''U'lM'a- 
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The 'o</d is a species of guitar, which is played 
with a plectrum. Its name (ihe original signification 
of which is "wood"), with the article d prefixed to 
it, is Ihe source whence aie derived the terms liuto 
in Italian, lutk in French, lute in Knglish, &c. The 
length of the 'oo'd represented by the engraving 
here inserted, measuring from the button, or angle of 
the neck, is twenty-five inches and a half. The body 
of it ia composed of fine deal, with edges, &c., of 
ebony : the neck, of ebony, feced with box and an 
ebony edge. On the face of the body ot ttie instru- 
ment, in which are one large and ttto small shem- 
sebs* of ebony, is glued a piece of Ashes' skint. 



o the descriiition of the ck&'no 
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under that part of the chords to which the plectrum 
is applied, to prevent the wood from heing worn aWay 
bjr the plectrum. If he instrument has seven double 
strings* ; two to each note. They are of lamb's g;ut. 
The order of these double chords is siui^ular: the 
double chord of the lowest note is that which cor- 
responds to the chord of the highest note in our 
guitars^ &c. : next in the scale above this is the fiflh 
(that is, counting the former as the first) : then the 
seventh, second^ fourth, sixth, and third. The plec- 
trum t is a slip of a vulture's feather. The manneir 
in which it and the *oo'd itself are held by the per- 
former is shown by the accompanying sketch. 

The na'y, which is the fourth and last of the in- 
struments which I have mentioned as most commonly 
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used at private concerts, is a kind of flute. There are 
several kinds of na'y, difl'erin^ from each other in 
dimensions, but in little else. The most common is 
that here represented. It has been called the dur- 
wee'she's flute ; because often used at the zikrg of 
durwee'shes, lo accompany the «)ngs of the moon'- 
»hids. It is a simple reed, about eighteen inches in 
length, seven-eighths of an inch in diameter al the 
upper extremity, and three quarters of an inch at the 
lower. It is pierced vrith six. holes in front, and gene- 
rally with another hole at (he back. The sketch which 
I insert of a performer on the na'y shows the most 
usual manner in which this instrument is held : but 
sometimes the lell hand is uppermost, and the instru- 
ment slanted towards (he right arm of the performer, 
instead of the left. The sounds are produced by 
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blowing, through a very small aperture of the lips, 
agaiDst the edge of the orifice of the tube, and direct- 
ing the wind chiefly within the tube. By blowing 
with more or less force, sounds are produced an octave 
higher or lower. In the hands of a good performer, 
the na'y yields fine, mellow tones; but it requires 
much practice to sound it well. A na'y is sometimes 
made of a portion of a gun-barrel. 

Another instrument often used at private concerts 
is a small tambourine, called rickfck, similar to one 
of which an engraving will be found in this chapter, 
page 80, but rather smaller. 

A kind of mandoline, called tamhocfr, is also used 
at concerts in Egypt; but mostly by Greeks and 
other foreigners. These musicians likewise use a 
dulcimer, called sunleefr, which resembles the cka'- 
noo'n, excepting that it has two sides oblique, instead 
of one (the two opposite sides equally inclining toge- 
ther), has double chords of wire, instead of treble 
chords of lamb's gut, and is beaten with two sticks 
instead of the little plectra. 

A curious kind of viol, called raba't, is much used 
by poor singers, as an accompaniment to the voice. 
There are two kinds of viol which bear this name ; 
the raha/b d-mooghunfnee (or singer's viol) and the 
raha'h esh-shal^er (or poet's viol) ; which differ from 
each other only in this, that the former has two 
chords, and the latter but one. The latter is that of 
which I give an engraving. It is thirty-two inches in 
length. The body of it is a frame of wood, of which 
the front is covered with parchment, and the back 
uncovered. The foot is of iron : the chord, of horse- 
hairs, like those of the kemen'geh. The bow, which 
is twenty-eight inches long, is similar to that of the 
kemen'geh. This instrument is always used by the 
public reciters of the romance of Ab'oo Zeyd, in 
chanting the poetry. The reciter of this romance is 
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calle4 Skof'er (or ppet) ; and hence the instramei^t 
U called ** the poet's yiol,'* and " the Al^'oo-Zeydec 
viol." The Sha"er himself uses this instrupnent ; and 
another performer on the raba'b generally accom- 
panies bim, 

The instruments used in wedding-processions, and 
tjie processions of durwee'shes, &c., are chiefly a 
hautboy, called zemr^ and several kinds of drumsj of 
which the most common kinds are the tuVl heVedee 
(or country drnmt that is, Egyptian drum), and the 
tuh'l Sha'mce (or Syrian drum), Tlie former is of a 
similar kind to our common military drum ; but not 
so deep, It is hung olijiq^ely. The latter is a kind 
pf kett^)e-drum, of tinped copper, with a parchment 
fape. It is generally al^ppt sixteen inches in diameter, 
^fld not nibre thaii four in depth in the centre \ and 
Is ^Pf^tep "^ith tyyo slender sticks. The performer 
suspends it to his neck, by a string attached to two 
rings fixed to the edge of the instrument. I have re- 
presented these drums in the sketch of a bridal-pro- 
cession, and in page 8B in the former volume of this 
work. 

A pair of large kettle-drums, called nucldc^cketfr 
(in the singular, nacVckciraK)^ are generally seen in 
most of the gi-eat religious processions connected with 
the pilgrimage, &c., in Cairo. They are toth of 
copper, and similar in form ; each about two thirds 
of a sphere ; but are of unequM dimensions : the flat 
surface, or face, pf the larger is about two feet, or 
more, in diameter ; and that of the latter, nearly afoot 
and a half. They are placed pppn a camel, attached 
to the fore part of the saddle, upon which the person 
who beats them rides. The larger is placed on the 
right. 

Durwee'shes, in religious processions, &c., and in 
begging, often make use of a little tubl, or kettle 
drum, called bglz ; six or seyep inches in diameter ; 



BO MODERN EGYPTIANS. 

nhich is heM in the left hand, by a little projection in 
the centre of the back i and beaten by Ihe righl hand, 
nith a stiort leather strap, or a stick. They also u^e 
cymbals, nhich are called Ici^s, on similar occasions. 
The ba'z is used by the Moosahh'hhir, to attract 
attention to his cry in the nights of Rum ada'n. Cas- 
tanets of brass, called »a'ga% are used by the public 
female and mule dancers. Each dancer has two pairs 
of these instruments. They are attached, each by a 
loop of string, tn the thumb and second ting;er ; and 
have a more pleasing sound than castanets of nood 

There are two instruments which are generally 
found in the hharee'm of a person of moderate 
wealth, and which the women often use for their 
diversion. One of these is a tambourine, called ta'r, 
of which I insert an engraving. It is eleven inches 
i 
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in diameter. The hoop is overlaid with mother-of- 
pearl, tortoise-shell, and white bone, or ivory, both 
without and within; and has ten double circular 
plates of brass attached to it ; each two pairs having 
a wire passing through their centres. The ta'r is held 
by the left or right hand, and beaten with the fingers 
of that hand, and by the other hand. The fingers of 
the hand which holds the instrument, striking only 
near the hoop, produce higher sounds than the other 
hand, which strikes in the centre. — A tambourine of 
a larger and more simple kind than that here de- 
scribed, without the metal plates, is often used by the 
lower orders. — ^The other instrument alluded to in 
the commencement of this paragraph is a kind of 
drum, called dar'ahooh/keh. The best kind is made 
of wood, covered with mother-of-pearl and tortoise- 
shell, &c. One of this description is here repre- 
sented with the ta'r. It is fifteen inches in length ; 
covered with a piece of fishes* skin at the larger 
extremity, and open at the smaller. It is placed 
under the left arm ; generally suspended by a string 
that passes over the left shoulder ; and is beaten with 
both hands. Like the ta'r, it yields difierent sounds 
when beaten near the edge and in the middle. A 
more common kind of dar'abook'keh is made of earth, 
and differs a little in form from that just described. 
An engraving of it is here given. 

The boatmen of the Nile very often use an earthen 
dar'abook'keh ; but of a larger size than that usedwn 
hharee'ms : generally from a foot and a half to two 
feet in length. This is also used by some low story- 
tellers, and others. The boatmen employ, as an ac- 
companiment to their earthen drum, a double reed 
pipe, called zoomma^rah*. There is also another 
kind of double reed pipe, called arghoc/l ; of which 

* The mouth-piece) A B> of the zoomma'rah is moveable* 

f5 
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BolheD EKT-ntook'kcti (1 trd 2). 7wRimi-»h (3<u)^ *). Hootli 
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one of the reeds is much longer thai^ the other, und 
serves as a drone, or continuous base*. This, likewise, 
is |ised by boatmen ; and sometimes it is employed, 
instead of the na'y, at zikrs. Both of these reed 
pipes produce harsh sounds ; and those of the latter 
much resemble the sounds of the bag-pipe. A rude 
kind of bag-pipe (zooimmuJrah bi-saan) is some- 
times, but rarely, seen in Egypt : its bag is a small 
goat's-skiii. 

I shall now close this chapter with a few specimens 
of Egyptian music ; chiefly, popular songs. These I 
note in accordance with the mannef in which they 
are commonly sung ; without any of the embellish- 
ments which are added to them by the A'la'tee'yeh. 
— Distinct enunciation, and a quavering voice, are 
characteristics of the Egyptian mode of singing. 




Poo's ya' lei - lee Doo's ya' la - 1 - lee. 




Ooo's ya' lei - lee Doo's ya' le 



1 - 




lee. 'Esh'ckS ms^boo'bee fe * te - nnee. 



* The ^rghoo'l has three move^le j^ieces to lengthen the 
longer tube, A B, B C, and C H ; and is sometimes used with 
Duly one or two of these ; and sometimef witl> mmn of them. 
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Doo't * ya! let lee, Dot/s yaf lePlee (three times). 
^Eihfckt^ mahtiboo'bee feten'nee. 

Tread | ! O my joy § ! Tread I O my joy ! (thzee timet). 
Ardent desire of my beloved hath involved me iu trouble. 

The preceding lines are repeated after each of the 
following stanzas ; sometimes as a chorus). 

Ma'W kootloo men tulmet *oy<t(/nooh 

Yahh'sib el- a! thick yena'm ^. 

JVu'llu'h ana moogh'ram saba'beh, 
Lem ^ala'l-a'shick mela'm* 

Let not every one whose eyes sleep 
Imaj^ine that the lover sleepeth. 
By AHah ! I am inflamed with intense love. 
The lover is not obnoxious to blame. 

Fa' Sheykh el-'Ar'ab : Ya' Sey'yid : 
Tegma'anee 'a-l-khil'li** leyUeh, 
We-n ff ga'nte hhabe^be ckal'bee 
La^-amel loo-l- II Kashmee'r doolley'leh, 

* Here; in accordance with a rule observed in most modern 
Arab songSj the masculine gender is applied to the beloved 
object, who is^ nevertheless^ a female^ as will be seen iu several 
subsequent verses. In traaslation, I therefore substitute the 
feminine gender in every case where our language distin- 
guishes gender. — I write the Arabic words as they are gene- 
rally pronounced in Gairo^ excepting in the case of one letter, 
which I represent by ck^ to express the sound which persons of 
education give to it instead of the more usual hiatus. 

f The Arabs find it impossible to utter three consonants toge- 
ther without a pause between the second and third : hence the 
introduction of the short vowel which terminates this word : 
it is a single letter that is represented by sh : so also, by cA. 

X Or pace, or strut. 

{ }V lei' lee, which is thub translated, is a common ejaculih- 
tion indicative of joy, synox^ymous with ya' far'hkatee* It is 
difficult to render this and other cant terms. 

II This line and the first of the next stanza require an addi- 
tional note, which is the si^me as the last note of these lines^ 
to t)e added at the commencement. 

^ This and some other lines require that the note which 
should be the last if they were of more correct measure be trans- 
ferred to the commencement of the next line. 

*• For Wo-^.AAi/'/i. ^Yoxwa-in. Xt Tor la-a'amel look ei. 
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Sheykh of the Arabs ! O Sey'yid * ! 
Unite me to the true love one night ! 

And if the beloved of my heart come to me 

1 will make the Kashmee^r shawl her canopy. 

Kolmil el-owsa'f fsien'nee 
fVa-l-^oyoo^n es-too'd reanoo'nee* 
Min hawa'hoom sirt aghunfnee f 
Wo'l-hawa zow'weui ffoonoo^nee. 

The perfect in form hath involved me in trouble^ 
And the black eyes have overthrown me. 
From love of them I began to sing. 
And the air j: increased my madness. 

Gem^a*oom § gem^' ai-^awa'xii 
*An hhabe^bee yemncfoo'nee, 
Worlla'h ana mal afao't henva^hoom 
Bi-S'Sooyw/f iow ckuitd*oo'nee» 

The crew of reproachers leagued together 

To debar me from my beloved. 

By Allah ! I will not relinquish the love of them ||, 

Though they should cut me in pieces with swords. 

Ckoom! bi-ne ya^ khil'fe net'kar 
Tahhita dill el'ya'timee'neh : 
NecA'loof el-kho'kh min 'tU'a oom'mooh 
Wa-Patoa'zil gha'filee'ne. 

Up with us ! O true love ! Let us intoxicate ourselves^ 
Under the shade of the jasmine : 
We will pluck the peach from its mother [tree] 
While the reproachers are unconscious. 

Ya' hendt go(/warl'^nedee'neh 
''An'dakoom ash'ya leme^neh : 
Tei^bisoo'Sh'shatehh bi-looUee 
fVa-l-ckila'deh 'a-n-neh/di ♦* zee^neh. 



* 



The famous saint Es-^ey'yid Ahh'mad El-Bed'awee, who 
is buried at Tuu'ta^ in the Delta. 

f For ooffhun'nee. J That is> the air of the song. 

5 For gemfa'oo. || Namely, the black eyes. 

% The intoxication here meant is that of love ; as is gene- 
rally the case wheu this expression is used in Arab songs* 

*• For ^cU'a-n-neh'du 
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O ye damsels in tbo city * ! 

Ye have things of value : 

Ye wear the sha'tehh f with peatU, 

And the ckiWdeh {, an ornament over the bogom. 

Fa' benc^t Iskentleree'ueh 
Mesh'yaokoom *a-l-furshi § ghee'ifth : 
Tetbuoo-l'Kaahmee^r bi-telfUe 
We-sh'shefafif tookkaree'yeh, 

O ye damsels of Alexandria ! 
Your walk over the furniture || is alluring : 
Ye wear the Kashmee'r sbawli with lama| 
And your lips are sweet as sugar, 

Yaf milahh kka'foo tnin Aflah 
fVa-r'hhameO'*'*a'tkick Mfi^h, 
Hhob^bookoom mekl^o^b mi» A^iakt 
Ckudfdaroo %4'Moufla *alei'}fa, 

O ye beauties ! fear God, 

And have mercy on the lover fur the fake of God. 

The love of you is ordained by God: 

The Lord hath decreed it against me. 




ge - I - fee. 




boo - 1 - ge - 1 - fee. Ralih el - mahh « 

♦ Cairo. 

t An ornament described in the Appendix, resembling a 
necklace of pearls, &c., attached on each side of the head-dress. 
X A kind of long necklace, reaching to the girdle. 

* For 'aVa^-fur'thi. 
The furniture consists of carpets, &c., spread upon the floor 

% For ckud'darooh. 
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boo'b ma' 'a'd wi • 1 • fee. 



Ya-hoo'l'gel'fee, Yarhoo-l^el'fee, 
Rafhh el-mahhboo'b :■ ma' *a'd wttfte ** 

O thou in the long-sleeved yel'ek ! O thou iu the long-sleeved 

yel'ek ! 
The beloved is gone : my companion has not returned. 

Ralkh elmirsa^l we-Um ga'sfwe \ : 
JVa-eyn et-hhob'b bi'tera'8hee\. 
Yorboo-l-ga'iif. Ychboo-l-gel'fee 
Ya' reyi*ne ma-mshebekna'thee. 
Ya-b<Khl-geV/ee, &c. 

The messenger went^ and has not returned : 

And the eye of love is glancing. . 

O thou with the side-lock} f O thou in the long-sleeved 

yel'ek ! 
Would that we had not been insnared I 
O thou in the long-sleeved yeKek I &c. 

fVe-ley ya' ^eyn shebektee'ne 
We'bi4-alhka'z gdrakhtee'n^\ 
Ya-hwhl-gfJHf, Ya-boo-l-^ffee. 
Bi-UalH ricM'ck we^hfee'nf, 
Ya-boo-i-geiyke, &c. 

And why, O eye ! hast thou insnared us ? 

And with glane^s wounded us P . 

O thou with the side-lock ! O thou in the long-sleeved yeVek ! 

By AKiah ' have compassion, and heal us. 

O thou in the long-sleeved yel'ek ! &c. 

* Vulgo, for ii'/ee. f Lem ga'tkee is for lem geg'tf* 

X Fof toora'shee. 

6 T^9 lock of hail which hang^ uyer the temple, commonly 
called tnucktoo's. 
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Asckum'ienee ya' hhabeebee : 
fVe-ma' ckutfdee it la ttb'bak, 
^Atdk yc^ bed're ierhham'nee : 
Fa-in^na ckal'bee yeh/ieb'buk. 
Ya-boo-l-wur'tiee. Ya-boo-l-wurf<iee» 
Hhab€tfb¥ ckal^bee khaUte^k 'anfdee. 

Thou hast made me ill, O my beloved ! 
And my desire is for uuthing but thy medicine. 
Perhaps, O full moon ! thou wilt have mercy upon me : 
For verily my heart loveth thee. 

thou in the rose-coloured dress ! O thou in the rose-coloured 

dress ! 
Beloved of my heart ! remain vrith me. 

De-i-hkoh'be ya^nee yet^ma'yel * : 
H^e-mok're' hhaUee goofoo'nooh, 
Meddey't ee'dee^ a'khood eUkaft: 
Sekir't ana min 'oyat/nooh, 
Yu'boo'l'Wui^dee, &c. 

The beloved came to me with a vacillating gait ; 
And her eye-lids were the cause of my intoxication. 

1 extended my hand to take the cup ; 
And was intoxicated by her eyes. 

O thou in the rose-coloured dress ! &c. 



No. 3. 




Ma^ murr we - sacka' - nee hha - be^bee 




^^ 




Book'-kar. Noosf el - la - ya' - lee 

• H'ot yttama^yaL f For yerf'ee. 
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^^ 



S> r^ r p 




'a - 1 - moo • da< - meh nes' - kar. 

Ma^ tnurr we^cicka'nee hhcAci^bee aooVkar* 
Nootfel4dya'l€e * art-mooda'meh * neafkar, 
Ned' r en *aieifya we-n^ ata mahhboo'bee 
Lc^'Omell ^ama'yii^ mci *amelha'th *Atfftar, 

My love passed not^ but ^ave me sherbet of sugar to drink. 
Fur half the nights we will intoxicate ourselves with wine. 
I vow that, if my beloved come, 
I will do deeds that ' An'tar did not. 

Ya' bin'tb' met'eiik da^b we-htnt 1 1 etdnfkee % 
Jfa-khc^f** ^aley^kee min sauwd *eyney'kee» 
Ckua'dee ana at' kar wd-hoo't^ khuddey^iee 
fVa^'Omeill *ama'yU tra' ^amelkafth * An' tar. 

damsel ! thy silk shirt is worn out, and thine arms have 

become visible. 
And I fear for thee, on account of the blackness of thine eyes. 

1 desire to intoxicate myself, and kiss thy cheeks, 
And do deeds that *An4ar did not. 

Fa'iteh ^alei'ya ma'liya'-l-argee^leh : 
We-mei'yet §§ el-mtJ'Mmr'dc frl-arge^leh* 
Ata-bi'i'boonei'yeh *a'mila'ha hhe^leh. 
Meta teckoot'-iee ta^aH ya' ged'a neifkar. 



She is passing by me, and filling the argeeleh ] 
And there is rose-water in the argeeleh. 
It seems to me the little lass is framing to herself some artifice. 
When will she say to me, '^ O youth! come, and let us in- 
toxicate ourselves" ? 

* For ^aPa4-mooda'meh, f for ufo-in, I For la-a'amel, 
§ For 'ama^U, || Beni is a vulgar contraction oiba'neK 

% Dual of etfd, vulg. iatyed; meaning o^rmas well as hand, 
*♦ For wa-^khaf. tj- For wa-aboo'8, 

XX For WQrdamel, §§ A vulgar diminutive of ma', "water." 
More commonly called nafrgeefleh : the Persian pipe* 
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Tw^l el-iS^afUe iem yet^ckut't^ * noo'hhet f 

Nevren 'aifi'yQ tevsi ata mahhboo'bet 
Lmi'^tmid 'ama'yii nuif ^ameiko^tk ^ An! tax* 

Ereiy night long my moaning ceaseth not 

For a solitary gazelle that hath taken away my soul. 

1 vow that, if mv beloved come, 

I will do deeds that 'An'tar did not. 

Ya! dem'a >y'nee ^Orl-khoodey'dh men hhal'/ak : 
Ckal^te bi'Zee'dak \\ t^oc'k *a/a ba'a^di^ khifiak. 
Ir'hham mootH'yam ya' geme^l mushghoo/'-baA. 
Tn'auka '<nf9t/n tfhe »* ma' yekkeVkflk ya-»'»i«rtt« 

O tear of my eye ! who drew thee forth over the cheek ? 

It saith, " Thy desire increaseth on account of thy tr«ie-love% 

absence." 
Have mercy upon one enslaved, O beautiful ! and intent upon 

thee: 
Blinded bo ^^# eyes of him wHo ioves thee not, O dark-com- 

plexionnd ! 

A^tnar yxi-kha'wi-i'Wurdetei^ni-i-hee'di. 
Hhob'bee takhai'iuckfee /dya'M-^Wdi. 
Nfd'ren ^afei'ya we-n aialnee tee'dee 
La*-amel 'antayii ma' ^ameikc^gk 'Ai^iar. 

Dark-complexioned, and with two white rasesj^ ! 

My love hath perfumed herself on the nights of the festival. 

• vow that, if my mistress come to me, 

1 will do deeds that'An'tar did not. 

No. 4. 




i^^m 



A' - shick ra - a mooV-te - lee - - 



For yeu'ckut'e*, 
I For wa-akh'ad, 
n^For bi-yezee'dak' 
^ * For ef/ez'ee. 



t "Foina^kkee. 
5 For ^aPalrkhoode^i, 
f For be'a'iH. 
For ya' at'mar. 



•*iik?^^* dark^omplexioned girl has two wkite roses ^ her 
«eek», instead pf red. 
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yehh feyn. 



'J'fllMck rd'a moob'iel^ee : ckaf-iooh en'ta ra'jfehh * /ejfti, 
WucVuf charfa ckufuUoob t bekfyoom f mwa-l-iin^n, 
Rethfutm U-ckadi-l-hawa-lMnet/n sawa yesh'koom, 
Bthfyoo-i-teia'teh wu'ckc^ioo hhoykena rafhh feyn, 
El-leyl. Et'leyL Ya* hheHw el-aya'dee, Hhafwi-l-kho'khen. 

fM^dee. 
Bnftoom min eyn wa-kk'na min eyn /ftn'mo ihchektoofne, 

A lover saw unother afflictg4 \}^ 1^^^ manner] : he said to 

hinit *' Whither art thou going p'* 
He stopped, and told his story-: they both wept together. 
They went to the cki^Mee of love, both together to complain. 
The three wept, and said, " Whither is our love gone ?* 
The night ! The night ! O thou with sweet hands ! Gatherer % 

of the dewy peach 1 
Whence weie ye, and whence were we, when ye insnared us ? 

^A^duck yeckoo^ H-f'hhamafm hc^t ieegentihhtUk yo'tn. 
CkaU el'hhama'm amhak bafiil : ekoottoo gheyr el-yo'tn . 
Hhat^ta atee^r j^l-gif uhm^zoot tuegh eUmahnboo'b: 
j^khood widaid ^a'm wa-^-'gd yd hhamcfmfee yo'm, 
El-ieyi, Ei-ieyi,&c. 

A lover says to the dove, *' Lend me yonr wings for a day.*' 
The dove replied, " Thy affajr is vain :" I said, ** Some other day: 
That I may soar through the akyt and see the face of the be- 
loved : 
I shall obtain love enough for a year, and will return, O dove, 

in a day." 
The night I The night I &c. 

• For raf-ehh, f For bekfow, \ Or, thou who hast 
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THE CALL TO PRAYER, 

The call to prayer, repeated from the inaM'nehg 
(or menVret's) of the mosques, I have already men- 
tioned*. I have often heard this call, in Cairo, chanted 
in the following manner ; and in a style more or less 
similar, it is chanted by most of the moo-ed'dins of 
this city. 



iZTii:^ 




Al • W-hoo aV- bar. 



Al- 




ia/ • hoo ak' - bar. 



Al - la'-hoo ak'- 



/-N 




bar. 



Al - la' 




hoo k' - bar. 



* In the chapter or. religion and laws^ in tha former volume. 
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Ash-hadoo an la' i • W-ha il-la-1 





p=^ 



t=4 



m 



laOi. 



Ash • hadoo an la' i - 




la'- ha il-U-1 . la' 




Ash -hadoo 




an' - na Ho - hham'ma - dar ra - sooloo - 1 - 





1 



g-^i — t n g : 



Uli. 



Aih • hadoo an' - na Mo-hham'isa • 
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dar ra-soo'loo-l la/ 



o 



^ 




■^ 



P — P ^ , 



5 




Hhei'ya 'ala - s - sa - la'h. 




Hhei'ya 'ala - g - sa - la' - 





Hhei'ya 'ala - 1 - fe - la'hh. Hhei'ya 'ala - I - fe- 
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Al 



la' - hoo akf - bar. 




la' - - hoo ak' - bar. 




La' i-W-ha i*l-la-l- Wh. 



THE CbANTING OF tHK CKOOR-A'N. 

The following^ is inserted with the view of conveying 
some notion of the mode in which the Ckoor-a'ri Is dbni- 
monly chanted in Egypti The portion here selectedl is 
that which is most frequently repeated; namely the 
Fa'fhhahy or first chapter. 

Moderato, 




Bi-Bmi-l -kk'-bi* r - rahh-ma'ni * r • m - 
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hhee'm. 



£1 - hham'doo li - 1 U' - hi 



fn^^ipit 



:s3i 



m 



rub - bi • 1 • 'a' - la - mee'-na - r - rahh - 




^^ 




ma'ni - r -rah -bee' -mi ma' - li-ki yowmi-d - 




deen. 



£e - ya' - ka na'a - boo- doo wa- 



^^^M 



2? 



^ 



m 



ee-ya' - ka nesta - 'ee'n. Ih'di - na-s-sira'ta - 1- 




moo8 - ta-ckee' -ma si • ra'ta - 1 • le - lee'-na an- 
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'am'- ta 'a-lei'-him ghei'ii-l-mughdoo' - bi 'a- 




1 



^=i 



^ 



^ 



P 



£± 



lei' -him wa-la-d - da/ • • Uee'a. A'-meen. 
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Chapter VI. 

Public Dancers. 

EoYPt hag lohg been celebrated fbr itd public 
dancing-girls ; the most famous of whom are of 
a distinct tribe, called Ghawclzee*, A female of 
this tribe is called Gholzeefyeh ; and a man, Ghcd- 
xee ; but the plural Ghawa'zee is generally under- 

* Since Ibis was written, public female dancing and prostitu- 
tion have at length been prohibited by the government, in the 
beginning of June, in the present year (1834). Women de- 
tected infringing this new law are to be punished with fifty 
stripes for the first offence ; and, Sr repeated offences, are to be 
also condemned to hard labour for one or more years: men are 
obnoxious to the discipline of the bastinado when parties in 
such offences. But there is a> simple plan for evading punish- 
ment in cases of this kind, which, it is said, will be adopted by 
many persons. A man may marry a venal female, legally, and 
divorce her the next day. He has only to say two or three 
words, and pay a small sum of money, whicn he calls her 
dowry. He says, " Will you marry me ?" She answers, " Yes." 
'' For how much ?" he asks. Sne names the sum ; and he 
gives it : she is then his lawful wife. The next day, he tells 
her that she is divorced irom him. He need be under little 
apprehension of her demanding the expenses of her main- 
tenance during the period of her 'ed'deh, before the expiratiun 
of which she cannot legally marry another man ; for the 
marriage which has just been contracted and dissolved is only 
designed as a means of avoiding punishment in case of her 
being detected with the man ; and otherwise is kept secret ; 
and the sum which she can demand for her maintenance 
during the above-mentioned period, is very paltry in com- 
parison with that which she may obtain by taking a new hut- 
band evex7 two or three days. 



DAKaNQ-fllRLS. 



DaiclDg Gicli (OtaHi'isa, or Oha'iee'f ehi). 

stood aa applying to the females. The error into 
whiph most travellers in Egypt have fallen, of con- 
founding the common dancing-girls of this country 
will) the 'A'l'mehs, nho are female singers, has 
already been exposed. T^^.hawa|?ee_ perform, 
unve iled, in thejjujijjp .sUeeta, even to amuse the 
rabble . TK^dancing has little of elegance. They 
coninence with a degree of (lec"rum ; but soon, by 
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more animated looks, by a more rapid collision of 
their castanets of brass, and by increased energy 
in every motion, they exhibit a spectacle exactly 
agreeing with the descriptions which Martial * and 
Juvenal t have given of the performances of the fe- 
male dancers of Gades. The dress in which they 
generally thus exhibit in public is similar to that 
which is worn by women of the middle classes in 
Egypt in private ; that is, in the hharee'm ; consist- 
ing of a yel'ek, or an 'an'ter'ee, and the shintiya'n, * 
&c., of handsome materials. They also wear various 
ornaments : their eyes are bordered with the kohhl 
(or black collyrium) ; and the tips of their fingers, 
the palms of their hands, and their toes and other 
parts of their feet, are usually stained with the red 
dye of the hhen'na, according to the general custom 
of the middle and higher classes of Egyptian women. 
In general, they are accompanied by musicians 
(mostly of the same tribe) whose instruments are 
the kemen'geh, or the rabal), and the ta'r ; or the 
dar abook'keh and zoomma'rah or the zemr : the ta'r 
is usually in the hands of an old woman. 

The Ghawa'zee often perform in the court of a 
house, or in the street, before the door, on certain 
occasions of festivity in the hharee'm ; as, for in- 
stance, on the occasion of a marriage, or the birth 
of a child. They are never admitted into a respect- 
able hharee'm; but are not unfrequently hired to 
entertain a party of men in the house of some rake. 
In this case, as might be expected, their performances 
are yet more lascivious than those which I have 
already mentioned. Some of them, when they ex- 
hibit before a private party of men, wear nothing 
but the shintiya'n (or trowsers) and a to'b (or very 
full shirt or gown) of semi transparent, coloured gauze, 

• Lib. v., Epigr. 79. f Sat. xi.,v. 162. 
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open nearly half-way down the front. To extin^ish 
the least spark of modesty which they may yet some- 
times affect to retain, they are plentifully supplied 
with brandy or some other intoxicating liquor. The 
scenes which ensue cannot be described. 

I need scarcely add, that these women are the most 
abandoned of the courtesans of Egypt. Many of 
them are extremely handsome; and most of them 
are richly dressed. Upon the whole, I think they 
are the nnest women in Egypt. Many of them have 
slightly aquiline noses : but in most respects, they 
resemble the rest of the females of this country. 
Women, as well as men, take delight in witnessing 
their performances; but many persons among the 
higher classes, and the more religious, disapprove of 
them. 

The Ghawa'zee being distinguished, in general, by 
a cast of countenance differing, though slightly, from 
the rest of the Egyptians, we can hardly doubt that 
they are, as themselves assert, a distinct race. Their 
origin, however, is involved in much uncertainty. 
They call themselves Bara^mikeh*^ or Bur^mek^ees ; 
and boast that they are descended from the famous 
family of that name who were the objects of the 
favour, and afterwards of the capricious tyranny, of 
Ha'roo'n Er-Bashee'd, and of whom we read in se- 
veral of the tales of "The Thousand and One 
Nights ;" but, as a friend of mine lately observed 
to me, they probably have no more right to call 
themselves " Bara'mikeh " than because they resem- 
ble that family in liberality, though it is liberality of 
a different kind. In many of the tombs of the an- 
cient Egyptians, we find representations of females 
dancing at private entertainments, to the sounds of 
various instruments, in a manner similar to the mo- 

* Commonly pronounced Bata'm'Aeh. 

o3 
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dern Ghawa'zee, but even more licentious ; one or 
more of these performers being generally depicted 
in a state of perfect nudity, tbougb in tbe presence of 
men of bigb stations. This mode of dancing we find, 
from the monuments here alluded to, most of which 
bear the names of kings, which prove their age, tq 
have been common in Egypt in very remote times ; 
even before the Exodus of the Israelites. It is pro- 
bable, therefore, that it has continued without inter- 
ruption ; and perhaps the modern Ghawa'zee are de- 
scended from the class of female dancers who amused 
the Egyptians in the times of the early Pharaohs. 
From the similarity of the Spanish fandango to the 
dances of the Ghawa'zee, we might infer that it was 
introduced into Spain by the Arab conquerors of that 
country, were we not informed that the Gaditanse, or 
females of Grades (now called Cadiz), were famous 
for such performances in the times of the early Ro- 
man Emperors. However, though it hence appears 
that the licentious mode of dancing here described 
has so long been practised in Spain, it is not impro- 
bable that it was originally introduced into Gades 
from the East, perhaps by the Phoenicians *. 

The Ghawa'zee mostly keep themselves distinct 
from other classes, abstaining from marriages with 
any but persons of their own tribe ; but sometimes a 
Gha'zee'yeh makes a vow of repentance, and marries 
a respectable Arab ; who is not generally considered 
as disgraced by sucli a connexion. All of them are 
brought up for the venal profession ; but not all as 
dancers ; and most of them marry ; though they 
never do this until they have commenced their career 
of venality. The husband is subject to the wife : 

* From the effect which it produced, it is probable that thd 
dance performed by the daughter of Herodias was of the kind 
here described. See Matthew, xiy., 6, 7j or Mark, vi., 22, 23* 
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he performs for her the offices of a servant and pro- 
curer ; and generally, if she be a dancer, he is also her 
musician : but a few of the men earn their subsistence 
as blacksmiths or tinkers. Most of the Gha'zee'yehs 
welcome the lowest peasant, if he can pay even a 
very trifling sum. Though some of them are pos- 
sessed of considerable wealthy costly ornaments, &c., 
many of their customs are similar to those of the 
people whom we call "gipsies," and who are sup- 
posed, by some, to be of Egyptian origin. It is re* 
markable that the gipsies in Egypt often pretend to 
be descended from a branch of the same family to 
whom the Ghawa'zee refer their origin; but their 
claim is still less to be regarded than that of the latter, 
because they do not unanimously agree on this point. 
I shall have occasion to speak of them more particu- 
larly in the next chapter. The ordinary language of 
the Ghawa'zee is the same as that of the rest of the 
Egyptians ; but they sometimes make use of a num- 
ber of words peculiajr to themselves, in order to render 
their speech unintelligible to strangers. They are, 
professedly, Mohammadans ; and often some of them 
accompany the Egyptian caravan of pilgrims to 
Mek'keh. There are many of them in almost every 
liarge town in Egypt, inhabiting a distinct portion of 
the quarter allotted to public women in general. 
Their ordinary habitations are low huts, or temporary 
sheds, OF tents ; for they often move from one town 
to another ; but some of them settle themselves in 
large houses ; and many possess black female slaves 
(by whose prostitution they increase their property), 
and camels, asses, cows, &c., in which they trade. 
They attend the camps, and all the great religious 
and other festivals ; of which they are. to many 
persons, the chief attractions. Numerous tents of 
Gha'zee'yehs are seen on these occasions. Some of 
these women add, to their other allurements, the art 
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of singing; and equal the ordinary 'Awalim* Thoae 
of the lower class dress in the same manner as other 
low prostitutes. Some of them wear a gauze to'b, 
over another shirt, with the shiptiya^n, and a cr^pe 
or musHn tar'hhah ; and in general they deck thein= 
selves with a profusion of ornaments, as necklaces, 
bracelets, anklets, a row of gold coins over the fore*- 
head, and sometimes a nose-ring. All of them adorn 
themselves with the kohhl and hhen'na. There are 
some other dancing-girls and courtesans who call 
themselves Ghawa'zee, but who do not really Wlpntf 
to that tribe *. 

Many of the people of Cairo, aff(^cting, or per* 
suading themselves, to consider that there is nothing 
improper in the dancing of the Ghawa'zee but the 
fact of its being performed by female^, who ought 
not thus to expose themselves, employ men to dance 
in the same manner ; but the number of these qfiale 

* The courtesans of other classes itbound in every town 
of Egypt; but in and about the metropolis^ these and the 
others before mentioned are particularly numerous; some 
quarters being inhabited almost exclusively by them. These 
ifpme^ frei^uentl^ conduct themselves with the most audaoious 
efirontery. Their dress i^ sgc^ as I have described a,a being 
worn by the Ghawa'zee, or diflfers from that of respectable 
women m being a little more gay, and less disguising. Some 
women of the venal class in Cairo not only wear the booi'cko* 
rof face-veil), but diess, in every respect, like modest women; 
from whom they cannot be distinguished, excepting by thoge 
to whom they choose to discover themselves. Such women are 
fbund in almost every quarter of the metropolis. Many of 
them are divorced women, or widows ; and many are the wrves 
Qf nieE whom business obliges to be often abroad. All the 
known prostitutes in Egypt pay a kind of income-tax {kt'deh). 
The tax paid by those of the metropolis amounts to eight hun- 
dred purses (equivalent to four thousand pounds sterling), 
which is not less than one-tenth of the fir'deh of all the inha- 
hitants. This will convey some idea of their number in com- 
pimon with that of the persons who pvactisA hooeit means of 
obtauung their livelihood. 
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performers, who are mostly young men, and who are 
called JKAoM/afe*, is very small. They are Moos'lims, 
and natives of Egypt. As they personate women, 
their dances are exactly of the same description as 
those of the Ghawa'zee ; and are, in like manner, 
accompanied by the sounds of castanets : but, as if to 
prevent their being thought to be really females, 
their dress is suited to their unnatural profession; 
being partly male and partly female : it chiefly con- 
sists of a tight vest, a girdle, and a kind of petticoat. 
Their general appearance, however, is more feminine 
than masculine : they suffer the hair of the head to 
grow long, and generally braid it, in the manner of 
the women : the hair on the iace, when it begins to 
grow, they pluck out ; and they imitate the women 
also in applying kohhl and hhen'na to their eyes and 
hands. In the streets, when not engaged in dancing, 
they oilcn even veil their faces; not from shame, but 
merely to affect the manners of women. They are 
often employed, in preference to the Ghawa'zee, to 
dance before a bouse, or in the court, on the occasion 
of a marriage-t^te, or the birth of a child, or a cir- 
cumcision ; and frequently perform at public festivals. 
There is, in Cairo, another class of male dancers, 
young men and boys, whose performances, dress, and 
general appearance are almost exactly similar to those 
of the Khow'als ; but who are distinguished by a dif- 
ferent appellation, which is Gink; a term that is 
Turkish, and aptly expresses their character. They 
are generally Jews, Armenians, Greeks, and Turks. 

* The term Ghi^itk (plural, Qheeyal^) is also applied to a 
person, of this class. 
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Chapter VII. 

sfirp9nt-c^ armors, and performers of 
Legerdemain Tricks, &c. 

Many modern writers upon Egypt have given suiv 
prising accounts of a class of men in this country, 
supposed, like the ancient PsylU of Cyrenaica, to 
possess a secret art, to which allusion is made in the 
Bible*, enabling them to secure themselves from the 
poison of serpents. I have met with many persoHs 
among the more intelligent of the Egyptians who 
condemn these mpdern Psylli as impostors, but none 
who has been able to offer a satisfactory explanation 
of the most common and most interesting of their 
performances, which I am about to describe. 

Many Rifa''ee and Sa'adee duvwee'shes obtain 
their livelihood, as I have mentioned on a former 
oeoasion, by going about to charm away serpents 
from houses. A few other persons also profess the 
same art, but are not so famous. The former travel 
over every part of Egypt, and find abundant employ- 
ment; but their gains are barely sufficient to pro- 
cure them a scanty subsistence, The charmer 
professes to discover, without ocular pereeption (but 
perhaps he does so by a peculiar smell), whether 
there be any serpents in a house ; and, if there be, to 
attract them to him ; as the fowler, by the fascination 
of his voice, allures the bird into his net. As the 
serpent seeks the darkest place in which to hide him- 
self, the charmer has, in most cases, to exercise his 

* See Psalm Iviii., 4, 5. Eccles. x., 11. and Jerem, viii., \7* 
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skill in an obscure chamber, where he miffht easily 
take a serpent from his bosom, bring it to the people 
without the door, and affirm that he had found it in 
the apartment ; for no one would venture to enter 
with him after having been assured of the presence 
of one of these teptiles within: but he is often 
required to perform in the full light of day, sur- 
rounded by spectators ; and incredulous persons have 
searched him before-hand, and even stripped him 
naked ; yet his success has been complete. He as- 
sumes an air of mystery, strikes the walls with a 
short palm-stick, whistles, makes a clucking noise 
virith his tongue, and spits upon the ground ; and 
generally says, " I adjure you by God, if ye be 
above or if ye be below, that ye come forth : I adjure 
you by the most great name, if ye be obedient, come 
forth ; and if ye be disobedient^ die ! die ! die ! " — 
The serpent is generally dislodged by his stick, from 
a fissure in the wall, or drops from the ceiling of the 
room, i have often heard it asserted that the ser- 
pent-charmer, before he enters a house in which he is 
to try his skill, always employs a servant of that 
house to introduce one or biore serpents : but I have 
known instances in which this could not be the case; 
and am inclined to believe that the durwee'shes above 
mentioned are generally acquainted with some real 
physical means of discovering the pl^sence of ser- 
pents without seeing them, and of attracting them 
from their lurking-places. It is, however, a fact well 
ascertained, that the most expert of them do not ven- 
ture to carry serpents of a venomous natut^ about 
their persons until they have extracted the poisonous 
teeth. Many of them carry scorpions, also, within 
the cap, and next the shaven head ; but doubtless first 
deprive them of the power to injure; perhaps by 
merely blunting the sting. Their fnmous feats of 
eating live and venomous serpents, and scorpions. 
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which are regarded as religious acts, I have before 
had occasion to mention, and purpose to describe 
particularly in another chapter *. 

Performers of sleight-of-hand tricks, who are called 
Hhowa'h (in the singular, Hhafwee) are numerous in 
Cairo. They generally perform in public places ; col- 
lecting a ring of spectators aroilnd them ; from some 
of whom they receive small voluntary contributions 
during and after their performances. They are most 
frequently seen on the occasions of public festivals ; 
but often also at other times. By indecent jests^^and 
actions, they attract as much applause as they do by 
other means. The Hha'wee performs a great variety 
of tricks ; the most usual of which I shall here men- 
tion. He generally has two boys to assist him. From 
a large leather bag, he takes out four or five snakes, 
of a largish size. One of these, he places on the 
ground, and makes it erect its head and part of. its 
body : another, he puts round the head of one of the 
boys, like a turban ; and two more over the boy's 
neck. He takes these off; opens the boy's mouth, 
apparently passes the bolt of a kind of padlock 
through his cheek, and locks it. Then, in appear- 
*^^®» l^^forces an iron spike into the boy's throat: the 
spike ^being really pushed up into a wooden handle. 
He also performs another trick of the same kind as 
this: placmg the boy on the ground, he puts the 

f ^ u ^l . ® "Pon his nose, and knocks the blade 
until halt Its width seems to have entered. Several 

.^ntr K . """^Z ^^""^ ^« performs with the boy I 
mrnlhw'i?''' ^'^"™ describing : some of them are abo- 
foimtL^"'^'^'"^- '^^^ *^'^t« ^tiich he alone per- 
of^iZ ^?'^ a»»using. He draws a great quantity 
of various-coloured silk from his mouthfand winds it 

thrcl'aX'rL'i'odf *i" ¥?°'^"^ en.Neb'ee, in the first of 
1 wrs on penodicai public festivals, &c. 
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on his ami ; puts cotton in his mouth, and blows out 
fire; takes out of his mouth a great number of 
round pieces of tin, like dollars ; and, in appearance, 
blows an earthen pipe-bowl from his nose. In most of 
his tricks, he occasionally blows through a large shell 
(called the Hha'wee'szoomma'rah), producing sounds 
like those of a horn. Most of his sleight-of-hand per- 
formances are nearly similar to those of exhibitors of 
the same class in our own and other countries. 
Taking a silver finger-ring from one of the by- 
standers, he puts it in a little box, blows liis shell, 
and says '*'Efree't change it! '* — he then opens the 
box, and shows, in it, a different ring : shuts the box 
again ; opens it, and shows the first ring : shuts it 
a third time ; opens it, and shows a melted lump of 
silver, which he declares to be the ring melted, and 
offers to the owner : the latter insists upon having his 
ring in its original state : the Hha wee then asks for 
five or ten fudMahs to recast it ; and having obtained 
this, opens the box again (after having closed it, and 
blown his shell), and takes out of it the perfect ring. 
He next takes a larger covered box ; puts one of hi^ 
boy's scull-caps in it ; blows his shell ; opens the box ; 
and out comes a rabbit : the cap seems to be gone. 
He puts the rabbit in again ; covers the box ; un- 
covers it ; and out run two little chickens : these he 
puts in again ; blows his shell ; uncovers the box ; and 
shows it full of fateerehs (or pancakes) and koo^ 
ua'feh (which resembles vermicelli) : he tells his boys 
to eat its contents ; but they refuse to do it without 
honey : he then takes a small jug : turns it upside* 
down, to show that it is empty ; blows his shell ; and 
hands round the jug full of honey. The boys, having 
eaten, ask for water, to wash their hands. The Hha'- 
wee takes the same jug; and hands it filled with, 
water, in the same manner. He takes the box again ; 
and asks for the cap ; blows his shell ; uncovers the 

VOL. II. H 
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box ; and pours out from it, into the boy's lap (the 
lower part of his shirt held up), fout or five small 
snakes. The boy, in apparent fright, throws them 
down ; and demands his cap. The Hha'wee puts the 
snakes back into the box; blows his shell; uncovers 
the box; and takes out the cap. — Another of his 
common tricks Is to put a number of slips of white 
paper into a tinned copper vessel (the tisht of a seller 
of sherbet) ; and to take them out dyed of various 
colours. He pours water into the same vessel ; puts 
in a piece of linen ; then gives to the spectators, to 
drink, the contents of the vessel, changed to sherbet 
of sugar. Sometimes he apparently cuts in two a 
muslin shawl, or burns it in the middle ; and then 
restores it whole. — Often, he strips himself of all his 
clothes, excepting his drawers; tells two persons to 
*bind him, hands and feet, and put liim in a sack. 
This done, he asks for a piaster ; and some one tells 
him that he shall have it if he will put out his hand 
and take it. He puts out his hand free ; draws it 
back ; and is then taken out of the sack bound as at 
first. He is put in again ; and comes out unbound ; 
handing, to the spectators, a small tray, upon which 
are four or five little plates filled with various eatables, 
and, if the performance be at night, several small 
lighted candles placed round. The spectators eat the 
food. 

There is another class of jugglers in Cairo called 
Ckee yem (in the singular Ckei'yirn), In most of 
his performances, the ckei'yim has an assistant. In 
one, fbr instance, the latter places upon the ground 
twenty-nine small pieces of stone. He sits upon the 
ground; and these are arranged before him. The 
ckei'yim having gone a few yards distant from him, 
this assistant desires one of the spectators to place a 
piece of money under any one of the bits of stone : 
this being done, he calls back the ckei'yim, informs 
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him that a piece of money has been hidden, and afiks 
him to point out where it is ; which the conjurer im- 
mediately does. The secret of this trick is very 
simple : the twenty-nine pieces of stone represent the 
letters of the Arabic alphabet ; and the person who 
desires the ckei'yim to show where the money is 
concealed commences his address to the latter with 
the letter represented by the stone which coyera the 
coin. In the same manner, or by means of signs 
made by the assistant, the ckei'yim is enabled to tell 
the name of any person present, or the words of a 
song that has been repeated in his absence : the name 
or song having been whispered to his assistant. 

Fortune-telling is often practised in Egypt, mostly 
by Gipsies, as in our own country. There are but 
few Gipsies in this country. They are here called. 
Ghug'.ar or Ghufar (in the singular Ghug'aret op* 
Ghufaree), In general, they profess themselves 
descendants of the Bara'mikeh, like the Ghawa'see ; 
but of a different branch. Many (I believe most) of 
the women are fortune-tellers. These women are 
often seen in the streets of Cairo, dressed in a similar 
manner to the generality of the females of the lower 
classes, with the tol) and tar'hhah, but always with 
unveiled faces; usually carrying a gazelle^s skin, 
containing the materials for their divinations; and 
crying *^I perform divination I What is present I 
manifest ! What is absent I manifest!" &c. They 
mostly divine by means of a number of shells, with 
a few pieces of coloured glass, money, &c. inter- 
mixed with them. These they throw down ; and 
from the manner in which they chance to lie, they 
derive their prognostications : a larger shell than the 
rest represents the person whose fortune they are to 
discover ; and the other shells, &c. represent different 
events, evils, and blessings, which, by their proximity 

H 2 
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to, or distance from, the former, they judge to be 
lated to befal the person in question early or late 
or never. Some of these Gipsy-women also cry, 
** Nedooddck we-nHa'hir /" (" VVe puncture and cir- 
cumcise* I*'). Many of the Gipsies in Egypt are 
blacksmiths, braziers, and tinkers; or itinerant sellers 
of the wares which are made by others of this class ; 
particularly of trumpery trinkets of brass, &c. 

Some Gipsies also follow the occupation of a 
Bahloowa'n, This appellation is properly given to a 
performer of gymnastic exercises, a famous swords- 
man, or a champion ; and such descriptions of per- 
sons formerly exhibited their feats of strength and 
dexterity, under this name, in Cairo; but the per- 
formances of the modern Bahloowa'n are almost 
confined fo rope-dancing; and all the persons who 
practise this art are Gipsies. Sometimes the rope is 
tied to the ma'd'neh of a mosque, at a considerable 
height from the ground ; and extends to the length 
of several hundred feet; being supported at many 
points by poles fixed in the ground. The dancer 
always uses a long balancing-pole. Sometimes, he 
dances or walks on the rope with clogs on his feet, 
or with a piece of soap tied under each foot, or with 
a child suspended to each of his ankles by a rope^ or 
with a boy tied to each end of the balancing-pole ; 
and he sits upon a round tray placed on the rope. 
I have only seen three of these bahloowa'ns ; and 
their performances were not of the more difficult 
kinds above described, and less clever than those of 
the commonest rope-dancers in England. Women, 
girls, and boys often follow this occupation. The 

* They tattoo, or make those blue marks upon the skin 
which I have described in the first chapter of thiii work ; and 
perform the operation alluded to in a note inserted in page 85 
of the former volume. 
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men and boys also perform other feats than thc«« of 
rope-dancing ; such as tnmbling', leaping through a 
hoop, &c. 

The Ckooradaftce (whose appellation is derived 
from ckird^ an ape, or a monkey) amuses the lower 
orders in Cairo by sundry performances of an ape or 
a monkey, an ass, a dog, and a kid. He and the 
ape (which is generally of the cynocephalus kind) 
fight each other with sticks. He dresses the ape 
fantastically, usually as a bride, or a veiled woman; 
puts it on the ass ; and parades it round within the 
ring of spectators ; himself going before, and beat- 
ing a tambourine. The ape is also made to dance, 
and perform various antics. The ass is told to choose 
the handsomest girl in the ring; and does so ; putting 
his nose towards her face ; and greatly amusing her 
and all the spectators. The dog is ordered to imitate 
the motions of a thief; and accordingly crawls along 
on its belly. The best performance is that of the 
kid : it is made to stand upon a little piece of wood, 
nearly in the shape of a dice-box, about a span long, 
and an inch and a half wide at the top and bottom, 
so that all its four feet are placed close together: this 
piece of wood, with the kid thus standing upon it, 
is then lifted up, and a similar piece placed under it ; 
and, in the same manner, a third piece, a foiurth, 
and a fifth are added. 

The Egyptians are often amused by players of low 
and ridiculous farces, who are called Mohhahhazee'n. 
These frequently perform at the festivals prior to 
weddings and circumcisions, at the houses of the 
great ; and sometimes attract rings of auditors and 
spectators in the public places in Cairo. Their per- 
formances are scarcely worthy of description : it is 
chiefly by vulgar jests and indecent actions, that they 
amuse, and obtain applause. The actors are only 
men and boys : the part of a woman being alw^y-j 
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•performed by a man or boy in female attire. As a 
specimen of their plays, I shall give a short account 
of one which was acted before the Ba'sha, a short 
time ag^o, at a festival celebrated in honour of the 
circumcision of one of his sons ; on which occasion, 
as usual, several sons of grandees were also circum- 
cised. The dramatis persona were a Na'zir (or Go- 
vernor of a District), a Sheykh Bel'ed (or Chief of 
a Village), a servant of the latter, a Copt clerk, a 
Fella'hh indebted to the government, his wife, and 
five other persons, of whom two made their appear- 
ance first in the character of drummers, one as a 
hautboy-player, and the two others as dancers. After 
a little drumming and piping and dancing by these 
hve, the Na'zir and the rest of the performers enter 
the ring. The Na'zir asks, '' How much does 
*Ow'ad the son of Reg'eb owe ?" The musicians 
and dancers, who now act as simple fella'hhee'n, 
answer, '^ Desire the Christian to look in the regis- 
ter." The Christian clerk has a large dawa'yeh (or 
receptacle for pens and ink) in his girdle; and is 
dressed as a Copt, with a black turban. The 
Sheykh el-Bel'ed asks him, ** How much is written 
against 'Ow'ad the son of Reg'eb?" The clerk 
answers "A thousand piasters," '* How much," says 
the Sheykh, '* has he paid ?" He is answered, ** Five 
piasters." **Man," says he, addressing the fellalih, 
" why don't you bring the money ?" The fella'hh 
answers, ** I have not any." " You have not any ?'* 
exclaims the Sheykh: ** Throw him down.*' An 
inflated piece of an intestine, resembling a large 
koorba'g, is brought; and with this the felWhh is 
beaten. He roars out to the Na'zir, " By the honour 
of thy horse's tail, O Bey I By the honour of thy 
wife's trowsers, O Bey ! By the honour of thy 
vi'ii'es head-band, O Bey I" After twenty such ab- 
surd appeals, his beating is finished, and he is taken 
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away, and imprisoned. Presently his wife conies to 
him, and asks him, " How art thou?'' He answers, 
^ Do me a kindness, my wife : take a little kishk * 
and some eggs and some sha'eeree'yeh fy and go 
with them to the house of the Christian clerk, and 
appeal to his generosity to get me set at liberty.*' 
She takes these, in three baskets, to the Christian's 
house, and asks the people there, ** Where is the 
M'al'lim Hhan'na, the derk?" They answer, 
''There he sits." She says to him, *<0 M'al'lim 
Hhan'ua, do me the favour to receive these, and 
obtain the liberation of my husband. ' *' Who is thv 
husband ?" he asks. She answers, '' The fella'hh 
who owes a thousand piasters." '' Bring," says he, 
'* twenty or thirty piasters to bribe the Sheykh el- 
Bel'ed.'' She goes away, and soon returns, with the 
money in her hand, and gives it to the Sheykh el- 
Bered. ''What is this?" says the Sheykh. She 
answers, " Take it as a bribe, and liberate my hus- 
band.'* He says, *' Very well : go to the Na'zir." 
She retires for a while ; blackens the edges of her 
eye-lids with kohhl ; applies fresh red dye of the 
hhen'na to her hands and feet, and repairs to the 
Na'zir. " Good evening, my master,*' she says to 
him. '* What dost thou want ?" he asks. She an- 
swers, " I am the wife of *Ow'ad, who owes a 
thousand piasters.*' '* But what dost thou want?" 
he asks again. She says, " My husband is im- 
prisoned ; and I appeal to thy generosity to liberate 
him :" and as she urges this request, she smiles, 
and shows him that she does not ask this favour 
without being willing to grant him a recompense. 
He obtains this; takes the husband*s part; and 
liberates him. — This farce was played before the 

* A description of this will be found in a subsequent chap- 
ter See the Index. 

t A kind of paste, resembling vennicelli. 
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Ba'sha with the view of opening his eyes to the 
conduct of those persons to whom was committed the 
office of collecting the taxes. 

The puppet-show of Ckar'a Gyodz has been in- 
troduced into Egypt by Turks, in whose language 
the puppets are made to speak. Their performances, 
which are, in general, extremely indecent, occasion- 
ally amuse the Turks residing in Cairo ; but, of 
course, are not very attractive to those who do not 
understand the Turkish language. They are con- 
ducted in the manner of the '' Chinese shadows;'' 
and therefore only exhibited at night. 
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Chapter YIII. 

Public Recitations of Romances. 

TiiE Egyptians are not destitute of better diversions 
than those described in the preceding chapter : re- 
citers of romances frequent the f)rincipal ckah'wehs, 
or coffee-shops, of Cairo and other towns, particu- 
larly on the evenings of religious festivals, and afford 
attractive and rational entertainments. The reciter 
generally* seats himself upon a small stool on the 
mus'tuVah, or raised seat, which is built against 
the front of the coffee-shop * : some of his auditors 
occupy the rest of that seat; others arrange them- 
selves upon the mus'tub'ahs of the houses on the 
opposite side of the narrow street ; and the rest sit 
upon stools or benches made of f>alm-sticks ; most 
of them with the pipe in hand ; some sipping their 
coffee ; and all highly amused, not only with the 
story, but also with the lively and dramatic manner 
of the narrator. The reciter receives a trifling sum 
of money from the keeper of the coffee- shop, for 
attracting customers: his hearers are not obliged 
to contribute anything for his remuneration : many 
of them give nothing ; and few give more than five 
or ten fud'dahs f. 

The most numerous class of reciters is that of the 
persons called SnclUira (in the singular Shaf'er^ 
which properly signifies a poet). They are also 
called Al/oo-Zeydeeyek, or Ab'oo-Zey'deeSy from the 

* See the engraving which accompanies this chapter. 

f The reciter is generally heard to greater advantage in 
puhlic than when he is hired to entirtain a private party; 
M, in the former case, his pi oats are usually proportioned \» 
the talent which he displays. 

H 5 
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subject of their recitations, which is a romance en- 
titled " the Life of Ab'oo Zeyd " (Secret Ab'oo 
Zeyd*), The number of these Sho^'ara in Cairo is 
about fifty ; and they recite nothing but the adven- 
tures related in the romance of Al/oo Zeyd. 

This romance is said to have been founded upon 
events which happened in the middle of the third 
century of the Flight ; and is believed to have been 
written not long after that period ; but it was cer- 
tainly composed at a much later time, unless it have 
been greatly altered in transcription. It is usually 
found in ten or more small quarto volumes. It is 
halfprose^ and half poetry; half narrative, and half 
dramatic. As a literary composition, it has little 
merit, at least in its present state ; but as illustrative 
of the manners and customs of the Bed'awees, it is 
not without value and interest. The heroes and 
heroines of the romance, who are mostly natives of 
x^entral Arabia aiid the Yem'en, but some of them 
of El-Ghurb, or Northern Africa, which is called 
" the West '* with reference to Arabia, generally pour 
forth their most animated sentiments, their addresses 
and soliloquies, in verse. The verse is not measured ; 
tho.igh it is the opinion of some of the learned in 
Cairo that it was originally conformed with the pre- 
scribed measure > of poetry ; and that it has been 
altered by co, yists : still, when read, as it always is, 
almost entirely in the popular (not the literary) man- 
ner, it is pleasing in sound, as it also often is in 
matter. Almost every piece of poetry begins and 
ends with an invocation of blessings on the Prophet 

The Shaker always commits his subject to me- 
mory; and recites without book. The poetry he 
chants ; and after every verse, he plays a few notes 
on a viol which has but a single chord, and which is 
called *' the poet's viol,'' or *' the Ab'oo-Zey'dee 
* VulgAily 10 calledi fot Set^fei Mm Jfiyi^ 
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Viol ;" from its only being used in these recitations. 
It has been described in a former chapter. * The re- 
citer generally has a companion with another instru- 
ment of this kind, to accompany him. Sometimes, a 
single note serves as a prelude and interlude. To 
convey some idea of the style of a Sha"^r s music, 
I insert a few notes of the commencement of a 
chant : — 




'^^& 





\^^ 



¥^=i^ 







tzit 
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Mucka' - U' - too Khud'ra *aoMa 




ma 



ckud te - fek' - ke-ret 



U- 




>^-^ — — « 




¥■ 



^^^ 



ma' ckud gar'a ma'beyn neg' - & Hi-lal*. 

Some of the reciters of AVoo Zeyd are distin- 
guished by the appellations of Hifa'le^yeh (or 
Hila kes), Zagha'behy o» Zooghheefyeh (or Zoogh'- 
bees), and Ztn'a'tet^yeh (or Zena'tecs), from their 
chiefly confining themselves to the narration of the 

* These words commence a piece of poetry of which • 
translation will be found in this chapter. 
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exploits of heroes of the Hila'lee, Zoogh'bee, or 
Zena'tee tribes, celebrated in his romance. 

As a specimen of the tale of AVoo Zeyd, I shall 
here offer an abstract of the principal contents of 
the first volume, which I have carefully read for this 
purpose. 

Al/oo Zeyd, or, as he was first more generally 
called, Baraka't, was an Arab of the tribe called 
Ben'ee HiWl, or El-HilVlee'yeh. Before his birth, 
his father, the Emee'r Rizck (who was the son of 
!Na'il, a paternal uncle of Sarhha'n, the king of the 
Ben'ee Hila'l), had married ten wives, from whom, 
to his great grief, he had obtained but two children, 
both of them daughters, named Shee'hhah and 
'Atee'meh, until one of his wives, the Emee'reh 
Gella's, increased his distress by bearing him a son 
without arms or legs. Shortly before the birth of 
this son, the Emee'r Rizck (having divorced, at 
different times, such of his wives as pleased him 
least, as he could not have more than four at one 
time, and having at last retained only three) married 
an eleventh wife, the Emeereh Khudra, daughter of 
Ckur'da, the Sheree'f of Mek'keh. He was soon 
rejoiced to find that Khud'ra showed signs of be- 
coming a mother; and, in the hope that the ex- 
pected child would be a son, invited the Emee^r 
Oha'nim, chief of the tribe of Ez-Zagha'beh, or Ez- 
Zooghbee'yeh, with a large company of his family 
and tribe, to come from their district and honour with 
their presence the festival which he hoped to have 
occasion to celebrate. These friends complied with 
his invitation, became his guests, and waited for the 
birth of the child. 

Meanwhile, it happened that the Emee'reh Khud'ra, 
walking with the Emee'reh Shem'meh, a wife of 
t^ing Sarhha'n, and a number of other females, saw 
a black bird attack and kill a numerous flock of birds 
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of various kinds and hues, and, astonished at the 
sight, earnestly prayed God to give her a son like 
this bird, even though he should be black. Her 
prayer was answered : she gave birth to a black boy. 
The Emee'r Rizck, though he could not believe this 
to be his own son, was reluctant to put away the 
mother, from the excessive love he bore her. He 
had only heard the women's description of the child : 
he would not see it himself, nor allow any other 
man to see it, until the seventh day after its birth. 
For six days, his guests were feasted ; and on the 
seventh, or ycfm eg-^oohofJa^ a more sumptuous 
banquet was prepared; after which, according to 
custom, the child was brought before the guests. A 
female slave carried it upon a silver tray, and covered 
over with a handkerchief, When the ffuests, as usual 
in such cases, had given their noockoat (or contribu- 
tions) of gold and silver coins, one of them lifted up 
the handkerchief, and saw that the child was as the 
women had represented it. The Eniee'r Rizck, who 
had stood outside the tent while this ceremony was 
performed, in great distress of mind, was now 
sharply upbraided by most of his friends for wishing 
to hide his supposed disgrace, and to retain an un- 
chaste woman as his wife : he was very reluctantly 
compelled to put her away, that his tribe might not 
be held in dishonour on her account ; and accord- 
ingly despatched her, with her child, under the c<m- 
duct of a sheykh named Moonee'a, to return to her 
father's house at Mek'keh. She departed thither, 
accompanied also by a number of slaves, her hus- 
band's property, who determined to remain with her ; 
being allowed to do so by the Emee'r Rizck. 

On the journey, the party pitched their tents in a 
valley ; and here the Emee'reh Khud'ra begged her 
conductor to allow her to remain ; for she teared to 
go back, under such circumstances, to her father's 
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house. But the Emee'r Fudl Ib'n Bc/sem, chief 
of the tribe of Ez-Zahhla'n, with a company of 
horsemen, chanced to fall in with her party^dunng 
her conversation with the sheykh Mooneel, and, 
having heard her story, determined to take her under 
his protection: returning to his encampment, he 
sent his wife, the Emee'reh La'ag El-Bahee'yeh, to 
conduct her and the child thither, together with the 
slaves. The Emee'r Fudl adopted her child as his 
own; brought him up with his own two sons; and 
treated him with the fondness of a father. The 
young Baraka't soon gave promise of his becoming 
a hero : he killed his schoolmaster, by severe beat- 
ing, for attempting to chastise one of his adoptive 
brothers ; and became the terror of all his school- 
fellows. His adoptive father procured another 
fick'ee for a schoolmaster ; but Baraka't's presence 
frightened his shoolfellows from attending ; and the 
fick'ee therefore instructed him at home. At the 
age of eleven years, he had acquired proficiency in 
all the sciences, human and divine, then studied in 
Arabia; including astrology, magic, alchymy, and 
a variety of other branches of knowledge. 

Baraka't now went, by the advice of the fick'ee, 
to ask a present of a horse from his adoptive father ; 
who answered his " Good morning" by saying, 
" Good morning, my son, and dearer than my son." 
Surprised at this expression, the youth went to his 
mother, and asked her if the Emee'r Fudl were not 
really his father. She told him that this chief was 
his uncle ; and that his father was dead : that he 
had been killed by a Hila'lee Arab, called Rizck th^ 
son of Na'il. Becoming warmed and inspired by the 
remembrance of her wrongs, she then more fully 
related her case to her son in a series of verses. Of 
this piece of poetry I shall venture to insert a tran- 
slation, made verse for verse, and with the same 
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neglect of measure that is found in the original, 
Mrhich I also imitate in carrying on the same rhyme 
throughout the whole piece, in accordance with the 
common practice of Arab poets : — 

''Thus did Khad'ra, reflecting on what had past 

In the tents of Hilal, her tale relate. 
'O Emee'r Baraka% hear what I tell thee, 

And think not my story is idle prate. 
Thy father was Be/sem, Be/sem's son, 

Thine unde Fudl's brother : youth of tsIout innate * 1 
And thy father was wealthy al>OTe his fellows ; 

None other could boast such a rich estate. 
As a pilgrim, to Mek'keh he joumsy'd, and there, 

In my father's house, a guest he sate: 
He sought me in marriage ; attained his wish ; 

And made me his lov^d and wedded mate : 
For thy father had nerer been blest with a son ; 

And had often bewail'd his unhappy fate. 
One day, to a spring, with some friends I went, 

When the cmefs had met at a banquet of state ; 
And, amusing ourselves with the sight of the water. 

We saw numberless birds there congregate : 
Some were white, and round as the moon at the ftUl ; 

Some, with plumage of red ; some, small ; some, great ; 
Some were black, my son ; and some were tall : 

They comprised all kinds that God doth create*' 
Though our party of women came imawares. 

The birds did not fear us, nor separate ; 
But soon^ from the vault of the sky descending, 

A black-plum'd bird, of enormous weight, 
Pounc'd on the others, and killed them all. 

To God I cried — O Compassionate I 
Thou Living ! Eternal ! I pray, for the sake 

Of the excellent Prophet, thy delegate, 
Grant me a son like this noble bird. 

E'en should he be black, thou Considerate !-— 

* Literally, '* Thou who hast a valiant maternal uncle !*' I 
add this note merely for the sake of mentioning, that the 
Arabs generally consider innate virtues as inherited through 
the mother rather than the father, and believe that a man 
commonly resembles, in his good and evU qualities, his ma- 
ternal unclet 
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Thoa wast fonn*d in my womb, and wast born, my son ; 

And all thy relations, with joy elate, 
And thy &ther among them, paid honour to me : 

But soon did our liappiuess terminate: 
The chiefs of Hila'l attacked our tribe ; 

And Rizck, among them, precipitate, 
Fell on thy father, my son, and slew him ; 

Then seizM on his wealth, his whole estate. 
Thine uncle receiv'd me, his relative, 

And thee as his son to educate. 
Ood assist thee to take our blood-revenge. 

And the teuts of HUal to desolate. 
But keep closely secret what I have told thee: 

Be mindful to no one this tale to relate: 
Thine uncle might grieve ; so 'tis fit that, with patience. 

In hope of attaining thy wish, thdu should'st wait.* 

Thus did Khud'ra address her son Baraka't; 

Thus her case with artftil deception state. 
Now beg we forgiveness of all our nns. 

Of God, the Kxalted, the Sole, the Great ; 
And join me, my hearers, in blessing the Prophet *, 

The guide, whose praise we should celebrate." 

Baraka't, excited by this tale, became en^ossed with 
the desire of slaying his own father, whom he was 
made to believe to be his father's murderer. 

His adoptive father gave him his best horse, and 
instructed him in all the arts of war, in the chase, 
and in every manly exercise. He early distinguished 
himself as a horseman, and excited the envy of many 
of the Arabs of the tribe into which he had been ad- 
mitted, by his dexterity in the exer.'iise of the birga's 
(a game exactly or nearly similar to what is now 
called that of the gtre(!d\ in which the persons en- 
gaged, mounted on horses, combated or pursued 
each other, throwing a palm-stick f- He twice de- 

• When the reciter utters these words, we hear, from the 
lips of most of the Moos'lims who are listening to him, the 
prayer of *'Alia'hoom salflee ^ale^h T— " O God, favour him !'» 

f It is thus described in the romance: but a headless 
spear was formerly sometimes used instead of theywes'cf, or 
palm-stick. 
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fbated plundering parties of the tribe of Tey'demeh ; 
andy on the first occasion, killed 'Atwa'n the son of 
Da'ghir, their chief. These Tey'demeh Arabs ap- 
plied, for succour, to £s-Salee'dee, king of the city 
of Te/demeh. He recommended them to GessaT 
the son of Ga'sir, a chief of the Ben'ee Hhem'yar, 
who sent to demand, of the tribe of Ez-Zahhla'n, 
iifieen years' arrears of tribute which the latter had 
been accustomed to pay to his tribe ; and desired 
them to despatch to him, with this tribute, the slave 
Baraka't (for he believed him to be a slave), a pri- 
soner in bonds, to be put to death. Baraka^t wrote 
a reply, in the name of the Emee'r Fudl, promising 
compliance. Having a slave who much resembled 
him, and who was nearly of the same age, he bound 
him on the back of a camel, and, with him and the 
Emee'r Fudl and his tribe, went to meet Gessa'r and 
his party, and the Tey'demeh Arabs. Fudl pre- 
sented the slave, as Baraka't, to Gessa'r; who, 
pleased at having his orders apparently obeyed, 
feasted the tribe of Ez-ZahhWn : but Baraka't re- 
mained on horseback, and refused to eat of the food 
of his enemies, as, if he did, the laws of hospitality 
would prevent his executing a plot which he had 
framed. Gessa'r observed him; and, asking the 
Emee'r Fudl who he was, received the answer that 
he was a mad slave, named Mes'oo'd, Having 
drawn Ge^sa'r from his party, Baraka't discovered 
himself to him, challenged, fought^ and killed him, 
and took his tent : he pardoned the rest of the hostile 
party ; but imposed upon them the tribute which the 
Zahhla'n Arabs had formerly paid them. Hence- 
forth he had the name of Mes'oo'd added to that 
which he had before borne. Again and again he 
defeated the hostile attempts of the Ben'ee Hhem'yar 
to recover their independence, and acquired the 
highest renown, not only in the eyes of the Emee'r 
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Fudl and the whole tribe of Ez-Zahhla'n, of whom 
he was made the chief, but also among all the neigh- 
bouring tribes. 

We must now returu to the Emee'r RiEck, and 
his tribe. — Soon after the departure of his wife 
KhudVa, he retired from his tribe, in disgust at the 
treatment which he received on account of his sup- 
posed disgrace, and in grief for his loss. With a 
single slave, he took up his abode in a tent of black 
goats' hair, one of those in which the tenders of his 
camels used to live, by the spring where his wife had 
seen the combat of iJtie birds. Not long after this 
event, the Ben'ee Hila'l were afflicted by a dreadful 
drought, which lasted so long that they were re- 
duced to the utmost distress. Under these circum- 
stances, the greater number of them were induced, 
with their king Sarhha'n, to go to the country of the 
tribe of Ez-Zahhla'n, for sustenance ; but the Ga'a'- 
fireh and some minor tribes of the Ben'ee Hila'l, 
joined, and remained vnth, the Emee'r Rizck, who 
had formerly been their commander. Sarhha'n and 
his party were attacked and defeated by Baraka't on 
their arrival in the territory of the Zahhla'n Arabs ; 
but on their abject submission were suffered by him 
to remain there. They however cherished an inve- 
terate hatred to the tribe of £z-ZahhWn, who had 
before paid them tribute; and Sarhha'n was per- 
suaded to send a messenger to the EmeeV Rizck, 
begging him to come and endeavour to deliver them 
from their humiliating state. Rizck obeyed the 
summons. On his way to the territory of the Zah- 
hla'n Arabs, he was almost convinced, by the mes- 
senger who had come to conduct him, that Baraka't 
was his son ; but was at a loss to know why he was 
called by this name, as he himself had named him 
Ab'oo Zeyd. Arriving at the place of his destina- 
tion, he challenged Baraka't. The father went forth 
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to combat the son : the foriner not certain that his 
opponent was his son ; and the latter having no idea 
that he was about to lift his hand against his father; 
but thinking that his adversary was his father's mur- 
derer. The EmeeV Rizck found occasion to put off 
the engagement from day to day : at last, being no 
longer able to do this, he suffered it to commence : 
his son prevailed : he unhorsed him, and would 
have put liim to death had he not been charged to 
refrain from doing this by his mother. The secret 
of Barak a'fs parentage was now divulged to him by 
the EmeeVeh Khud'ra ; and the chiefs of the Ben'ee 
Hila'l were compelled to acknowledge him as the 
legitimate and worthy son of the Emee'r Rizck,- and 
to implore his pardon for the injuries which he and 
his mother had sustained from them. This boon, 
the Emee'i: AVoo Zeyd Baraka't generously granted ; 
and thus added to the joy which the Emee'r Rizck 
derived from the recovery of YaA favourite wife, and 
his son. 

The subsequent adventures related in the romance 
of Ab'oo Zeyd are numerous and complicated. The 
most popular portion of the work is the account of a 
riyc/dthy or expedition in search of pasture ; in which 
Ab'oo Zeyd, with three of hi^ nephews, in the dis- 
guise of Shakers, himself acting as their servant, 
are described as journeying through northern Africa, 
and signalizing themselves by many surprising ex* 
ploits with the Arab tribe of Ez-ZenVtee'yeh. 
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Chapter IX. 

Public Recitations of Romances — coniifmed. 

Next in point of number to the Sho^ara, among the 
public reciters of romances, are those who are parti- 
cularly ^nd solely distinguished by the appellation of 
Mohhadditetfn, or Story-tellers (in the singular, Mo- 
hhadldit). There are said to be about thirty of them 
in Cairo. The exclusive subject of their narrations 
is a work called " the Life of Ez-Za'hir " (" Secret 
EZ'Za'hir,'' or " Es-Set/reh ez-ZJhiree'yeh*'*. They 
recite without book. 

The See'ret Ez-Za'hir is a romance founded on 
the history of the famous Soolta'n Ez-ZaHiir Bey bur's, 
and many of his contemporaries. This prince acceded 
to the tlirone of Egypt in the last month of the year 
of the Flight, 658, and died in the first month of the 
year 676 ; and consequently reigned a little more than 
seventeen years, according to the lunar reckoning, 
commencing a. d. 1260, and ending in 1277. Com- 
plete copies of the See'ret Ez- Za'hir have become so 
scarce that I have only heard of one existing in 
Egypt, which I have purchased : it consists of six 
quarto volumes; but is nominally divided into ten ; 
and is made up of volumes of several different copies. 
The author and his age are unknown. The work 
is written in the most vulgar style of modem Egyp- 
tian Arabic ; but as it was intended for the vulgar, it 
is likely that copyists may have altered and modern- 
ized the language. The oldest volumes of my copy 

* Hence, the Mohhadditee'n are sometimes called 2a^- 
Atr#/yeA. 
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of it were written a few years more or less than 
a century ago. To introduce my reader to some 
slight acquaintance with this work, I shall insert a 
translation of a fow pages at the commencement of 
the second volume ; but, by way of introduction, I 
must say something of the contents of the first 
volume. 

A person named 'Al'ee Ibn El-Warra'ckah, being 
commissioned to procure memloo'ks from foreign 
countries, by El-Mel'ik Es-Sa'lehh (a famous Soolta'n 
of Egypt, and a celebrated wel'ee), is related to have 
purchased seventy-five memloo'ks in Syria; and to 
have added to them, immediately after, the principal 
hero of this romance, a youth named Mahhmoad 
(afterwards called Beybur's), a captive son of Sha'h 
Juck'muck (or Guck'muck), King of Khoowa'rez'm. 
'Al'ee was soon after obliged to give Mahhmoo'd to 
one of his creditors at Damascus, in lieu of a debt ; 
and this person presented him to his wife, to wait 
upon her son, a deformed idiot ; but he remained not 
long in this situation : the sister of his new master, 
paying a visit to his wife, her sister-in-law, found her 
about to beat the young memloo'k, for having 
neglected the idiot, and suffered him to fall from a 
bench : struck with the youth's countenance, as 
strongly resembling a son whom she had lost, atid 
pitying his condition, she purchased him of her 
brother, adopted him, gave him the name of Bey- 
bur's, which was that of her deceased son, and made 
him master of her whole property, which was very 
great. This lady was called tihe sit't Fa't'meh Bint 
El-Ackwa'see (daughter of the bow-maker). Bey- 
bur's showed himself worthy of her generosity ; ex- 
hibiting many proofs of a noble disposition, and 
signaUzing himself by numerous extraordinary 
achievements, which attracted general admiration, 
but rendered him obnoxious to the jealousy and 
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enmity of the Ba'sha of Syria, *Ee'sa En-Na'siree, 
who contrived many plots to insnare him, and to 
put him to death. After a time, Negm ed-Deen, a 
Wezee'r of Es-Sa'lehh, and hushaiid of a sister of 
the sit't Fa't'meh, came on an embassy to Damas- 
cus, and to visit his sister-in-law. On liis return 
to E^pt, Beybui's accompanied him ihither; and 
there he vras promoted to offices of high dignity by 
Es-SaMehh, and became a particular favourite of the 
chief Wezee^r, Sha'hee'n El-Af'ram. The events 
which immediately followed the death of Es-Saf lehh 
are thus related. 

« After the death of El-MeVik Es-Sa'lehh Eiyoo'b, 
the Wezee'r E/bek called together an assembly in his 
house, and brought thither the Emee'r Ckala-oo'n 
and his partisans : and the Wezee'r Ey'bek said to the 
Emee'rCkala-oo'n, * To-morrow we will go up to the 
deewa'n, with our troops, and either I will be Sool- 
ta'n, or thou shall be.' The Emee'r Ckala-oo^n 
answered, ' So let it be :* and they agreed to do 
this. In like manner, the Wezee'r Sha'hee'n El-Af - 
ram also assembled the Emee'r Eydem'r El-Bah'- 
loowa'n and his troops, and all the friends and 
adherents of the Emee'r Beybui's, and said to them, 
* To-morrow, arm yourselves, and go up to the dee- 
wa'n ; for it is our desire to make the Emee'r Bey- 
bur's Soolta'n; since El-Mel'ik EsSa'lehh Eiyoo'b 
wrote for him a patent appointing him to the sove- 
reignty;' and they answered, ' On the head and the 
eye.' So they passed the night, and rose in the 
morning, and went up to the deewa'n ; and there 
went thither also the Wezee'r Ey'bek Et-Toorkama'- 
nee, with his troops, and the Emee'r Ckala-oo'n 
El-EFfee, with his troops, and the Emee'r ' Ala'y ed- 
Deen (or* Ala ed-Deen) El-Beyseree, with his troops, 
all of them armed. The Emee'r Beybui's likewise 
went up to the deewa'n, with his troops ; and the 
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deewa'n was crowded with soldiers. Then said the 
Wezee'r Sha'hee'n» ' Rise O Beybui^s ; sit upon the 
throne^ and become Soolta'n ; for thou hast a patent 
appointing thee to the sovereignty.' The Emee'r 
Beybui's answered, ' I have no desire for the so- 
vereignty : here is present the Wezee'r E/bek, and 
here is Ckala-oo^n: make one of them Soolta'n.' 
But the Wezee'r Sba'hee'n said, ' It cannot be : no 
one shall reign but thee.' Beybur's replied, ' By 
thy head, I will not reign.' *' As he pleases/ said 
the Wezee'r E/bek. — ' Is the sovereignty to be con- 
ferred by force ? — As he pleases.' The Wezee'r 
Sha'hee^i said, ' And is the throne to remain unoc- 
cupied, with no one to act as Soolta'n ?' The 
Wezee'r Ey'bek answered, ' Here are we present ; 
and here is the Emee'r Ckala-oo'n : whosoever will 
reign, let him reign.' The Emee^r 'Ezz ed Deen El- 
Hhil'lee said, ' O Wezee'r Sha'hee'n, the son ot £1- 
Mel'ik Es-Sa'lehh is living.* The Emee'r Beybur's 
asked, 'Es-Sa'lehh has left a. son?' The Koords* 
answered, ' Yes ; and his name is 'Ee'sa : he is at 
El-Kar'ak.' ' And why/ said the Wezee'r Sha'hee'n, 
* were ye silent respecting him ?' They replied, ' We 
were silent for no other reason than this, that he 
drinks wine.* ' Does he drink wine?* said the We- 
zee'r Sha'hee'n. The Koords answered, ' Yes.' The 
Emee i Beybur's said, ' May our Lord bring him to 
repentance :' * Then/ said the soldiers, ' we must 
go to the city of El-Kai/ak, and bring him thence, 
and make him Soolta'n.' The Wezee'r Sha'hee'n 
said to them, ' Take the Emee'r Beybui/s with you :' 
but E/bek and Ckala-oo'n answered, ' We will go 
before him, and wait for him there until he come/ 
The Emee'r Beybur's said, ' So let it be.* 

*' Upon this, the Wezee'r Ey'bek and Ckala-oo^n 

* Efl-Salehh was of the house of Eiyoo^b, a dynasty of 
Koords. 

VOL. II. I 
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and 'Ala'y ed-Deen El-Bey'seree, and their troops, 
went down from the deewa'n, and arranged their 
afiairs, and on the following day caused their tents 
to be brought out, with their provisions, and pitched 
outside the 'A'dilee'yeh. Now the Wezee'r Sha'hee'n 
knew that the troops wished to create a dissensicm 
between the king TEl-MeKk) 'Ee'sa and Beybur's. 
So the Wezec'r Shw hee'n went down from the dee- 
wa'n, and took the Emee'r Beybur's with him, and 
went to his house, and said to him, * What hast thou 
perceived in the departing of the troops before thee?' 
He answered, ' Those persons detest me ; for they 
are bearers of hatred ; but, I extol the absolute glory 
of Him who is all-knowing with respect to secret 
things/ The Wezee'r said to him, * My son, it is 
their desire to go before thee that they may create 
a dissension between thee and El^Mefik 'Ee'sa.' 
The Emee'r Beybur's said, ^ There is no power nor 
strength but in God, the High, the Great!' The 
Wezec'r said to him, * O Beybiu^s, it is my wish to 
send 'Osma'n Ibn El-HheVla* and Mohham'mad 
Ib'n Ka'mil, the Dromedarist, before the troops; and 
whatever may happen, they will inform us of it/ 
Beybur's answered, * So let it be/ Accordingly, he 
sent them ; and said to them, * Go before the troops 
to the castle of El-Kar'ak, and whatever may happen 
between them and El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa inform us of it/ 
They answered, * It is our duty,' and they departed. 
Then said the Wezee'r Sha'hee'n, ' O Beybur's, as to 
thee, do thou journey to Esh-Sha'm f, and stay in the 

* 'Osma'n (vulgarly called 'Otma'n, and 'Etma'n) Ibn 
El^Hhebla was a togw, whom Beybur's took into his ser- 
vice as groom, and compelled to vow repentance at the 
shrine of the sev'yideh Nefee'seh (great-grand-daughter of 
the Ima'm Hhavan), and soon after, made his moockud'dam. 
or chief of his servants. 

t Damascus. 
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house of thy (adoptive) mother, the wift Ila't'meh 
Bint El-Ackwa'see ; and do not g^o out of the house 
until I shall have sent to thee 'Osma'n.* He an* 
swered, ' It is right.' So the Emee'r Beybur's rose, 
and went to his house, and passed the night, and 
got up in the morning, and set out on his journey 
to Esh-Sha'm, and took up his abode in the house 
of his mother, the sit't Fa't'meb Bint El*Ackwa'-see. 
We shall have to speak of him again presently. 

*' As to 'Osma'n Ibn ElHhebla and Mohham^ 
mad Ib^n Ka'mil, the Dromedarist, they journeyed 
until they entered the castle of El-Rar'ak, and in- 
quired for the residence of EI-Mel'ik *Ee^sa, the son 
of El-MeFik Es-Sa'lehh Eiyoo'b. Some persons 
conducted them to the house; and they entered; 
and the attendants there asked them what was 
their business. They informed them that they were 
from Musr, and that they wished to have an inter- 
view with El-Mel'ik 'E^sa, the son of El-MePik Es- 
Sa'lehh Eiyoo^b. llie attendants went and told the 
kikh'ya; who came and spoke to them; and they 
acquainted him with their errand : so he went and 
told El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa ; saying, * Two men are come 
to thee from Musr, and wish to have an interview 
with thee : the one is named 'Osraa'n ; and the other, 
Mohham'mad iVn Ka'mil, the Dromedarist.' The 
king said, ' Go, call *Osma'n.' The kikh'ya returned, 
and took him, and brought him to El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa; 
and 'Osma'n looked towards the king, and saw him 
sitting tippling ; and before him was a candelabrum, 
and a handsome memloo'k was serving him with 
wine ; and he was sitting by a fountain surrounded 
by trees. 'Osma'n said, ' May est thou be in the keep- 
ing of God, O King 'Ee'sa ! ' The king answered, 
* Ho ! welcome, O 'Osma'n ! Come, sit down and 
drink.' 'Osma'n exclaimed, 'I beg forgiveness of 
God ! I am a repentant.' The king said, * Obey me, 
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and oppose me not. Then 'Osman sat down ; and 
the king said to him, * Why the door of repentance is 
open.' And 'Osma'n drank until he became intox- 
icated. 

** Now Ey'bek and Ckala-oo'n and 'Ala'y ed-Deen 
and their troops journeyed until tliey beheld the city 
of El-Kar^ak, and pitched their tents, and entered 
the city, and inquired for the house of £1-Mel'ik 
'Ee'sa. The people conducted them to the house ; 
and they entered; and the attendants asked them 
what was their object : they answered, that they were 
the troops of Musr, and wished to have an interview 
with El Mel'ik 'Ee'sa. The attendants went and told 
the kikh'ya, who came, and received them, and con- 
ducted them to the hall of audience, where they sat 
down, while he went and informed El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa, 
saying to him, 'Come and speak to the troops of 
Musr who have come to thee.' The king rose, and 
went to the troops, and accosted them; and they 
rose, and kissed his hand, and sat down again. El- 
Mel'ik 'Ee'sa then said to them, * For wUat purpose 
have ye come ?* They answered, ' We have come 
to make thee Soolta'n in Musr.' He said, ' My 
father, El-Merik Es-Sa'lehh, is he not Soolta'n?' 
They replied, * The mercy of God, whose name be 
exalted, be on him ! Thy father has died, a victim 
of injustice : may our Lord avenge him on him who 
killed him.' He asked, ' Who killed him?' They 
answered, ' One whose name is Beybur's killed him.' 

* And where is Beybur's ? ' said he. They replied, 

* He is not yet come : we came before him.' ' Even 
so,' said he. They then sat with him, aspersing Bey- 
bui^H in his absence: and they passed the night 
there; and, rising on the following morning, said 
to El-MeMk 'Ee'sa, ' It is our wish to go out, and 
remain in the camp ; for Sha'hee'n, the Wezee'r of 
*hy father, is coming, with the Emee'r Bevbur's; 
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and if tliey see us with thee, they will accuse us of 
bringing to thee the information respecting Beyhur's.' 
He answered, * Good : ' so they went forth to the 
eamp, and remained there. 

"The Wezee'r Sha'hee'n approached with his 
troops, and encamped, and saw the other troops in 
their camp ; but he would not ask them any ques- 
tions, and so entered the city, and went to El-MeHk 
'£e'sa, who said to him, 'Art thou Beybur's, who 
poisoned my father ? ' He answered, ' I am the 
Wezee'r Sha'hee'n ; the Wezee'r of thy father/ The 
king said, * And where is Beybur's, who poisoned my 
father ? * The Wezee'r replied, * Thy father departed 
by a natural death to await the mercy of his Lord : 
and who told thee th^t Beybm-'s poisoned thy father V 
The king answered, * The troops told me.' * Bey* 
bur's,' said the Wezee'r, * is in Esh*Sha'm : go thither, 
and charge him, in the deewa'n, with having poi- 
soned thy father, and bring proof against him.' So 
the Wezee'r perceived that the troops had been 
plotting. 

'* The Wezeer' Sha'hee^n then went, with his troops, 
outside the camp; and Mohham'mad Ib'n Ka'mil 
the Dromedarist came to him, and kissed his hand. 
The Wezee'r asked him respecting 'Osma'n. He 
answered, ' I have no tidings of him.' Meanwhile, 
El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa went to 'Osma'n, and said to him. 
* The Wezee'r is come with his troops ; and they are 
outside the camp.' So 'Osma'n rose, and, reeling as 
he went, approached the tents ; and the Wezee'r 
Sha'hee'n saw him; and perceived that he was 
drunk; and called to him. 'Osma'n came. The 
Wezee'r smelt him, seized him, and inflicted upon 
him the hkadd * ; and said to him, ' Didst thou not 
vow to relinquish the drinking of wine ? ' Osma'n 
answered, * El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa, whom ye are going to 
* Eighty BtripeSj the punishment ordained for df unkenness. 
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make Soolta'n, invited me.* The Wezee'r said, ' 1 
purpose writing a letter for you to take and give 
to the Emee'r Beybur's.' 'Osma'n replied, ' Good.' 
So the Wezee'r wrote the letter, and 'Osma'n took 
it and departed, and entered Esh-Sha'm, and went to 
the house of the sit't Fa't'meh, and gave it to his 
master, who read it, and found it to contain as fol- 
lows. — ' After salutations — from his excellency the 
Grand Wezee'r, the Wezee'r Sha'hee'n El- A f 'ram, to 
his honour the Emee'r Beybur's. Know that the 
troops have aspersed thee and created dissensions 
between thee and El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa; and accused 
thee of having poisoned his father, El-Mel'ik Es-Sa'- 
lehh Eiyoo'b. Now, on the arrival of this paper, 
take care of thyself, and go not out of the house, 
unless I shall have sent to thee. And the conclu- 
sion of the letter is, that 'Osma'n got drunk iu the 
castle of El-Kar'ak.' Beybur's was vexed with 'Os- 
ma'n ; and said to him, ' Come hither, and receive 
a present :' and he stretched forth his hand, and laid 
hold of him. 'Osma'n said, « What ails thee?' 
Beybur's exclaimed, ' Did I not make thee vow to re- 
linquish the drinking of wine ? ' « Has he told thee ? ' 
asked 'Osma'n. * I will give thee a treat,' said Bey- 
bur^s : and he took him, and threw him down, and 
inflicted upon him the hhadd. 'How is it,' said 
'Osma'n, ' that the king whom you are going to 
make Soolta'n I found drinking wine?* Beybur's 
answered, ' If one has transgressed must thou trans- 
gress?' 'And is this,' asked 'Osma'n, *the hhadd 
ordained by God V Beybur's answered, * Yes.* 
' Then,' said 'Osma'n, ' the hhadd which Ab'oo Fu/- 
meh* inflicted upon me is a loan, and a debt which 
must be repaid him.' Beybur's then said, 'The 

* 'Osma'n, for the sake of a rude joke, chanffes th«» na«»<> ^* 
the Wezee'r Sha'hee/a (E.-Af«m)' ivXo^^^ZT^ 
coarse to be here translated, i'i'«»«wou roo 
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troops have created a dissension between me and EI- 
Mel'ik 'Ee'sa; and have accused me of poisoning his 
father, EI-Mei'ik Es-Sa'Iehh.' * I beg the forgive- 
ness of God,' said 'Osma'n. Those fellows detest 
thee; but no harm will come to us from them.' 
Bey bur's said, * O *Osraa'n, call together the sa'ises*, 
and arm them, and let them remain in the lane of 
the cotton-weavers t, and not suffer any troops to 
enter.* *Osma'n answered, * On the head and the 
eye :* and he assembled the sa'ises, and armed them, 
and made them stand in two rows : then he took a 
seat, and sat in the court of the house. The Emee'r 
Beybur's also armed all his troops ; and placed them 
in the court of the house. 

" As to El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa, he mounted his horse, 
and departed with the troops, and journeyed until he 
entered Esh-Sha'm ; when he went in procession to 
the deewa'n, and sat upon the throne, and inquired 
of the King J of Syria respecting Beybur's. The King 
of Syria answered, ' He is in the lane of the cotton- 
weavers, in the house of his mother.* El-Mel'ik 
'Ee'sa said, 'O Sha'hee'n, who will go and bring 
him?' The Wezee'r answered, *Send to him the 
Emee'r 'Ala'y ed-Deen El-Bey'seree.* So he sent 
him. The Emee'r descended, and went to the lane 
of the cotton- weavers. 'Osma'n saw him, and cried 
out to him, * Dost thou remember, thou son of a vile 
woman, the chiqken which thou atest § ? ' He then 
struck him with a mace : the Emee'r fell from his 
horse; and 'Osma'n gave him a bastinading. He 
returned, and informed the king; and the King 

♦ Orooms, also employed as runnings footmen. 

f A lane from which the house was entered. 

I Sometimes called, in this work, Ba^ttka of Syria. 

^ This is an allusion to 'Ala'y ed-Deen's having eaten a 
dish that had been prepared for Beybur's, when the Tatter had 
just entered the service of the SooUa'u Es-Salthh. 



HO MODBRN EGYPTUIJS. 

'Ee'sa said again, * O Sha'hee^n, who will go, and 
bring Beybur's ? * The Wezee^r answered, * Send to 
him the Weze^^r EyT)ek.' The King said, ' Rise, O 
Wezee'r E/bek, and go, call BeybuPs :' but Ey'bek 
said, * No one can bring him, excepting the We- 
zee'r.' Then said El'MeHk 'Ee^sa, * Rise, O Wezec^r 
Sha'hee'n, apd bring Beybui's.' The Wezee'r an- 
swered, ' On the head and the eye : but, before I 
bring him, tell me, wilt thou deal with him according 
to law, or by arbitrary power ? ' The King said. 
By law.' Then said the Wezee'r Sha'hee'n, * So let 
it be : and I spake not thus from any other motive 
than because I fear for thyself and the troops, lest 
blood be shed : for Beyburs is very stubborn, and 
has many troops ; and I fear for the army ; for he 
is himself equal to the whole host : therefore, bring 
accusation against him, and prove by law that he 
poisoned thy father.' The king said, ' So let it be.' 
" Then the Wezee'r Sha'hee'n descended from the 
deewa'n, and went to the lane of the cotton-weavers 
'Osma'n saw him ; and said, * Thou hast fallen into 
the snare, O AVoo Fui'meh ! the time of payment is 
come ; and the debt must be returned to the creditor. 
Dost thou know how to give me a bastinading ?' 
The Wezee'r said, *My dream which I saw has 
proved true.' * What was thy dream ? ' asked 'Os- 
ma'n. * I dreamed,* said the Wezee'r, ' last night, 
that I was travelling, and some Arabs attacked me, 
and surrounded me, and I was straitened by them ; 
and I saw thy master, the Emee'r Beybur's, upon a 
mount; and I called out to him. Come to me, O 
Emee'r Beybui's ! and he knew me.' The Wezee'r 
Sha'hee^n calling out thus, the Emee'r Beybur's 
heard him, and came down running, with his sword 
in hand; and found 'Osma'n and the sa'ises sur- 
rounding the Wezee'r. He exclaimed, * 'Osma'n ! ' 
and 'Osma'n said, • He gave me a bastinading in 
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the city of El-Kar'ak ; and I want to retarn it.' The 
Emee'r Beybur's sharply reprimanded him. • And 
so,' said 'Osma'n to the Wezee'r, ^ thou hast found a 
way of escape.' The Wezee'r Sha'hee'n then said, 

* O Eme^r Beybur's, El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa has sent me 
io thee : he intends to prefer an accusation against 
thee in the deewa'n of Esh-Sha'm, charging thee 
with having poisoned his father. Now, do thou arm 
all thy soldiers, and come to the deewa'n, and fear 
not ; but say that which shall clear thee.' Beybur^s 
answered, * So let it be.' He then armed all his sol- 
diers, and went up to the deewa'n, and kissed the 
hand of El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa; who said to him, « Art 
thou the Emee'r Beybui's, who poisoned my father?' 
Beybur's answered, * Prove against me that I poi- 
soned thy father, and bring the charge before the 
judge, and adduce evidence : the Cka'dee is here.' 
The king said, ' I have evidence against thee.' Bey- 
bur's said, * Let us see.* * Here,' said the king, *are 
the Wezee'r E/bek and Ckula-oo'n and *Ala'y ed- 
Deen.' The Emee'r Beybui's asked them, * Do ve 
bear witness against me that I poisoned £I-Menk 
Es-Sa'lehh ? * They answered, * Never : we neither 
saw it, nor do we know anything of the matter.' 
The Cka'dee said, ' Hast thou any witnesses beside 
those ? ' The king replied, * None : no one informed 
me but them.' The Cka'dee said, * O king, those 
men are hypocrites, and detest the Emee'r Beybur's.' 
El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa thereupon became reconciled with 
the Emee'r Beybur's, and said to his attendants, 

* Bring a ckufla'n.* They brought one. He said to 
them, 'Invest with it the Emee'r Beybur's;* and 
added, * I appoint thee, O Beybur's, commander-in- 
chief of the army.' But Beybur's said, *I have no 
desire for the dignity, and will put on no ckufla'ns.' 
The king asked, * Why, Sir ? * Beybur's answered^ 

* Because I have be^n told that thou drinkest wine.' 
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The king said, * I repent.* * So let it be,* said Bey- 
bur's : and the king vowed repentance to Beybur's : 
and the Emee'r Beybur's said, *I make a condition 
with thee, O king, that if thou drink wine, I inOict 
upon thee the hhadd :* and the king replied, ^ It is 
right.* Upon this, the king invested the Emee'r 
Beybur's with a ckufWn ; and a feast was made ; 
and guns were fired ; and festivities were celebrated : 
and they remained in Esh-8ha'm three days. 

•* El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa then gave orders for departure ; 
and performed the first day's journey. On the se- 
cond day, they came to a valley, celebrated as a halt- 
ing-place of the Prophet, the Director in the way to 
heaven : in it were trees, and brooks, and birds 
which sang the praises of the King, the Mighty, the 
Pardoner. El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa said, ' Pitch the tents 
here : we will here pass the night.' So they pitched 
the tents, And the day departed with its brightness, 
and the night came with its darkness : but the Ever- 
lasting* remaineth unchanged : the stars shone ; and 
God, the Living, the Self-subsisting, looked upon 
the creation. It was the period of the full-moon i 
and the King felt a longing to drink wine by the side 
of the brook and greensward : so he called to Ab'oo- 
l-Kheyr, who came to him, and kissed his haftd. 
The King said to him, *0 Ab'oo-l-Kheyr, I have a 
longing to drink wine.' The servant answered, 
* Hast thou not vowed repentance to the Emee'r 
Beybur's?' The King said, 'The door of repent- 
ance is open : so do thou obey me :* and he gave 
him ten pieces of gold. The servant then went to 
a conveiU ; and brought him thence a large bottle : 
and the King said to him, * If thou see the Emee'r 
Beybvir's coming, call out hay! and as long as thou 
(h.st not see him, call clover!' The servant an- 
swered, * Right :' and he filled a cup, and handed it 
to the King. Now 'Osma'n was by the tents ; and 
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he came before the pavilion of £I-Mel'ik 'fie'sa ; 
and saw him sitting drinking wine : so he went^ and 
told his master^ the Emee'r Beybur's. fieybur's 
oame. Ab'oo-l-Kheyr saw him coming from a tent, 
and called out to the King^ * hay t hay I ' The King 
immediately threw the cup into the brook ; Al/oo- 
I'Kheyr removed the bottle ; and the King set him- 
self to praying x and when he had pronounced the 
salutation [which terminates the prayers], he turned 
his eyes, and saw the Emee'r Beybur's, and said to 
him, ^Wherefore art thou come at this hour? Go, 
sleep : it is late.' Beybut's answered, * I have come 
to ask thee whether we shall continue our journey 
now, or to-morrow morning.' The King said, ' To- 
morrow morning.* And the Emee'r Bey bur's re- 
turned, vexed with 'Osma'n; and said to him, 'O 
'Osma'n, didst thou not tell me that the King was 
sitting drinking wine ? Now I have been, and found 
him praying. Dost thou utter a falsehood against 
the Soolta'n V 'Osma'n answered, * Like as he has 
smoothed it over, do thou also: no matter.' Bey- 
bur's was silent< 

'* They passed the night there \ and on the follow- 
ing morning, El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa gave orders for de- 
parture. They journeyed towards Musr ; and when 
they had arrived at the 'A'dilee'yeh, and pitched their 
tents, the Emee'r Beybui's said, ' O our lord the 
Soolta'n, we have now arrived at Musr.' The King 
answered, ' I desire, O Beybur's, to visit the tomb 
of the Ima'm [Esh-Sha'fe'ee]/ Beybur's said, • The 
thing is right, O our lord the Soolta'n : to-morrow 
I will conduct thee to visit the Ima'm.' They re- 
maiiied that ni6;ht at the 'AdiWyeh; and on the 
folbwing mornmg, the Soolta'n rode in procession to 
visit the Ima'm, and returned in procession, and vi-^ 
sited the tomb of his father, El-Mel'ik Es-Sa'lehh 
Eiyoo'b ; and then went in state to the Citadel : and 
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the *Ool'ama went up thither, and mauguraled him 
as sovereign, and conducted him into tlie armoury; 
and he drew out from thence a sword, upon which 
was inscribed ' El-Mel'ik El-Mo'az'zum * :' where- 
fore they named him * 'Ee'sa El-Mo'az'zum.' They 
coined the money with his name ; and prayed for him 
on the pulpits of the mosques; and he invested with 
ckufta'ns the soldiers and the Emee'r Beybur's, the 
commander-in-chief. The Soolta'n then wrote a pa- 
tent, conferring the sovereignty, after himself, upon 
the Emee'r Beybur's, to be king and Soolta'n. So 
the Emee'r Beybur's had two patents conferring 
upon him the sovereignty ; the patent of El-Mel'ik 
Es-Sa'lehh EiyooTb, and the patent of El-Mel'ik 'Ee'sa 
El-Mo Wzum. Ey'bek and Ckala-oo'n and 'Ala'y 
ed-Deen and their partisans, who hated Beybur's, 
were grieved at this ; but his friends rejoiced. The 
troops descended from the deewa'n, and went to their 
houses ; and in like manner, the Emee'r Beybur's 
descended in procession, and went to his house by the 
Ckana'tir es-Siba'a. 

" Now the queen Sheg'eret ed-Door'r sent to EI- 
Mel'ik *Ee'sa El-Mo'az'zum. He went to her pa- 
lace. She kissed his hand ; and he said to her, 
* Who art thou ?' She answered, * The wife of thy 
father, El-Mel'ik Es-Sa'lehh.' ' And what is thy 
name ?* said he. She replied, ' the queen Fa'timeh 
Sheg'eret ed-Door'r.' He exclaimed ' Oh ! Welcome ! 
pray for me then.' She said, * God bring thee to 
repentance.' She then gave him a charge respect- 
ing the Emee'r Beybur's ; saying, * Thy father loved 
him above all the chiefs, and entered into a covenant 
with him before God ; and I, also, made a covenant 
with him before God.* He answered, * O queen, by 
thy life, I have written for him a patent conferring 

* The Magnified King, 
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upon him the sovereignty after me/ She said, 

* And thy father, also, wrote for him a patent, con- 
ferring upon him the sovereignty.' The King then 
said to her, * Those chiefs created a dissension be- 
tween me and him ; and asserted that he poisoned 
my father.* She said, * I beg God's forgiveness ! 
They hate him.' Afler this, the queen remained 
chatting with him a short time ; and he went to his 
saloon, and passed the night, and rose. 

^' On the following day, he held a court ; and the 
hall was filled with troops. And he winked to Ab'oo- 
1-Kheyr, and said, ^Give me to drink.' Now he 
had said to him, the day before, * To-morrow, when 
I hold my court, and say to thee. Give me to drink, 
bring me a water-bottle full of wine.' So when El- 
MeHk Ee'sa sat upon the throne, and the court, filled 
with troops, resembled a garden, the troops resem- 
bling the branches of plants, he felt a longing to 
drink wine, and said to Ab'oo-UKheyr, ^Give me to 
drink ;* and winked to him ; and he brought to him 
the water-bottle; and he drank, and returned it. 
Then he sat a little longer ; and said again, ' Give 
me to drink, O AVoo-l~Kheyr ;' and the servant 
brought the bottle ; and he drank, and gave it back. 
He sat a little longer ; and again he said, * Give me 
to drink.' Ckala-oo'n said, * O 'Ala'y ed-Deen, it 
seems that the Soolta'n has breakfasted upon 
kawa're *.* Upon this, the Wezee'r Sha'hee'n asked 
him, * What hast thou eaten ?' The King answered, 

* My stomach is heated and flatulent.' The Wezee'r, 
however, perceived the smell of wine; and was 
vexed. The court then broke up ; and the troops 
descended. The Wezee'r Sha'hee'n also descended, 
and took with him the Emee'r Beybur's to his house, 
and said to him, ' May God take retribution from 

• A dith of lamb's feet, cooked with garlic and vinegar^ ftCt 
VOL. II. K 
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thee, O Beybur's.' Beybiir'B said, «Why?' The 
Wezee'r answered, * Because thou didst not accept 
the sovereignty.' * But for what reason sayest thou 
this ?' asked Beybur's* The Wezee'r said, * The 
Soolta'u, to-day, drank wine, while sitting upon the 
throne, three times. When the Vicar of Qod, in ad- 
ministering the law, intoxicates himself, his decisions 
are null, and he has not any right to give them.' 
Beybur's replied, ' I made a condition with him, that 
if he drank wine, I should inflict upon him the 
hhadd ; and wrote a document to that effect in Esh- 
Sha'm.' * To-morrow,' said the Wezee'r, * when he 
holds his court, observe him ; and take the water- 
bottle, and see what is in it. I perceived his smell.' 
Beybur's answered, Mt is right :' and he arose, and 
went to his house sorrowfhl: and he passed ^he 
night, and rose, and went to the court, and found it 
filled with troops ; and he kissed the hand of the 
Soolta'n, and sat in his place. Presently, the Soolta'n 
said, * Give me to drink, O Ab'oo-l-Kheyr:' and the 
servant brought the water-bottle ; and the Soolta'n 
drank. Beybui/s took hold of the water-bottle ; and 
said, 'Give me to drink.* The servant answered, 
* This is medicinal water.' * No harm,' said Bey- 
bur's : * I have a desire for it.' • It is rose-water,* 
said the servant. Bevbur's said, ' Good :' and he 
took the bottle ; and said, * Bring a basin.' A basin 
was brought ; and he poured into it the contents ot 
the bottle before the troops ; and they saw that it 
was wine. Then said the Emee'r Beybur's to the 
Soolta'n, * Is it allowed thee by God to be his Vicar, 
and to intoxicate thyself? Did I not make thee vow 
to relinquish the drinking of wine, and say to thee, 
If thou drink it I will inflict upon thee the hhadd ; 
and did I not write a document to that effect in Esh- 
Sha'm V The Soolta'n answered, * It is a habit de-. 
creed against me, O Beybur's.' Beybur'^ exclaimed. 
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' Gdd is witness, O ye troops !' and he took the 
Soolta'n, and flogged him ; and he was unconscious, 
by reason of the wine that he had drunk : and he 
loosed him, and departed from himy and went to his 
house." 

The second volume proceeds to relate the troubles 
which befel Beybur's in consequence of his incurring 
the displeasure of El-MeKik 'Ee'sa by the conduct 
just described ; his restoration to the favour of that 
prince ; and his adventures during the reigns of the 
subsequent Soolta'ns, KhaleeM EI-Ash'raf, £s-Sa'lehh 
the youth, Ey'bek (his great and inveterate enemy), 
and El-Moduffar ; and then, his own accession to 
the sovereignty. The succeeding volumes contain 
narratives of his wars in Syria and other countries ; 
detailing various romantic achievements, and the ex- 
ploits of the FedPa'we^yeh^ or Fedafwees^ of his time. 
The term Feda'wee, which is now vulgarly under^ 
stood to sigpaify any warriour of extraordinary courage 
and ability, literally and properly means a person who 
gives, or is ready to give, his life as a ransom for his 
companions, or for tiieir cause ; and is here applied 
to a class of warriours who owned no allegiance to 
any sovereign unless to a chief of their own choice ; 
the same class who are called, in our histories of the 
Crusades, " Assassins ;" which appellation the very 
learned orientalist De Sacy has, I think, rightly pro- 
nounced to be a corruption of " Hhash^hJsheertj* 
a name derived from their making frequent use of 
the intoxicating hemp, called hhashe^sh^ or a vege- 
table of similar properties, which might, with equal 
justness, be called by that name. The romance of 
Ez-Za'hir affords confirmation of the etymology given 
by De Sacy ; but suggests a different explanation of 
it : the FedVwee'yeh being almost always described 
in this work, as making use of beng (or henbane, 
which, in the present day, is often mixed with 

K 2 
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hbashee'sh) to make a formidable enemy or rival 
their prisoner, by disguising themselves, inviting him 
to eat, putting the drug into his food or drink, and 
thus causing him speedily to fall into a deep sleep, 
so that they were able to bind him at their leisure, 
and convey him whither they would. The chief of 
these warriours is Shee'hhah, called "Soolta'n el- 
Ckila'a wa-1-Hhosoo'n" (or " Soolta'n of the Castles 
and Fortresses"), who is described as almost con- 
stantly engaged, and generally with success, in en- 
deavouring to reduce all the Feda'wees to allegiance 
to himself and to Beybur's. From his adroitness in 
disguises and plots, his Proteus-like character, his 
name has become a common appellation of persons 
of a similar description. . Another of the more re- 
markable characters in this romance is Goowcdn (or 
John), a European Christian, who, haying deeply 
studied Moos'lim law, succeeds in obtaining, and re- 
tains for a few years, the office of Cka'dee of the 
Egyptian metropolis; and is perpetually plotting 
against Beybur's, Shee'hhah, and other Moos'lim 
chiefs. 

Much of the entertainment derived from recitations 
of this work depend upon the talents of the moh- 
hadMit ; who often greatly improves the stories by 
his action, and by witty introductions of his own in- 
vention. 
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Chapter X. 
Public Recitations of Romances — continued. 

There is, in Cairo, a third class of reciters of ro« 
mances, who are called ^Ana'tirehy or ^Anteree^yeh 
(in the singular, 'AnUer'ee) ; but they are much less 
numerous than either of the other two classes before 
mentioned ; their number at present, if I be rightly 
informed, not amounting to more than six. They 
bear the above appellation from the chief subject of 
their recitations; which is the romance of 'An' tar 
(Seefret 'An' tar). As a considerable portion of this 
interesting work has become known to English 
readers by Mr. Terrick Hamilton's translation, I 
need give no account of it. The reciters of it read 
it from the book : they chant the poetry ; but the 
prose they read, in the popular manner ; and they 
have not the accompaniment of the raba'b. As the 
poetry in this work is very imperfectly understood 
by the vulgar, those who listen to it are mostly per- 
sons of some education. 

The 'Ana'tireh also recite from other works than 
that from whicb they derive their appellation. All 
of them, I am told, occasionally relate stories from a 
romance called ^* See? ret el-Mooga^hide^n" ("the 
History of the Warriours")» or» more commonly, 
- See^ret DeVhemUK or " Zoo-l-HMmeh ♦," from 

* The latter, being a masculine appellation, ig evidently a 
corruption of the former. The name is written Defhem^eh in 
the older )>ortionR of some volumes in my possession made up 
of fragments of this work. One of these portious appears to 
be at least three centuries old. In some of the more modern 
fragments, the name is written Zoo-l-Him'meh, 
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a heroine who is the chief character in the work. A 
few years since, they frequently recited from the ro- 
mance of ** SeyfZool-YeTfen" (vulgarly called " Seyf 
El'Yez'en," and " 8ei(f El-Yez^eV), a work abound- 
ing with tales of wonder ; and from ** the Thousand 
and One Nights ' (" El'fLej/leh we-Ler/Uh"), more 
commonly known, in our country, by the title of 
'* the Arabian Nights' Entertainments." The great 
scarcity of copies of* these two works is, I believe, the 
reason why recitations of them are no longer heard : 
even fragments of them are with difficulty procured ; 
and when a complete copy of ** the Thousand and 
One Nights " is found, the price demanded for it is 
too great for a reciter to have it in his power to pay. 
I doubt whether the romances oF Ab'oo Zeyd, £2- 
Za'hir, 'An'tar, and DeFhem'eh, are chosen as the 
subjects of recitation, because preferred to ** the 
Thousand and One Nights;" but it is certain that 
the modem Mooslims of Egypt have sufficient re- 
mains of Bed'awee feeling to take great delight in 
hearing tales of war. 

That my reader may have some notion of all the 
works frt)m which the professional reciters of ro- 
mances in Cairo draw the materials for the amuse- 
ment of their audiences, in the present day, I shall 
give a sketch of some of the adventures related in 
the romance of Del'hem'eh. This wofk is even more 
scarce than any of those before mentioned. The 
copies, I am told, were always in fifty-iive volumes. 
After long search, all that I have succeeded in pro- 
curing of it is a portion consisting of the first three 
volumes (containing, together, 302 pages), and an- 
other portion consisting of the forty-sixth and forty- 
seventh volumes. The former would present a good 
specimen of the work, were not the greater part writ- 
ten in a hand scarcely legible ; in consequence of 
which, and of the many other subjects that now de- 
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mand my attention, I have only been able to read 
the first volume. The chief subjects of this work, 
accotMng to the preface, are the warlike exploits of 
Arabii of the Desert in the times of the Khalee'fehs 
of the houses of Oomei'yeh and El*' Abba's. It is 
composed from the narratives of various writers: 
nine names of the authors are mentioned ; but none 
of them are at present known ; their history and 
their age are alike uncertain ; but the style of their 
narratives shows them to be not modem. The ac« 
count which the *Ana'tireh and Mohhadditee'n gene* 
rally give of this romance is as folbws. — When El* 
Asfma^'ee (or, as he is commonly called, El*Ae^mo^- 
'ee) composed, or compiled, the history of 'An' ar*, 
that work (tbey say) became extremely popular, and 
created so great an enthusiasm on the subjects of 
the adventures of Arab warriours, that a diligent 
search was made for all tales of the same kind ; and 
from these was compiled the See'ret el-Moga'hidee'n, 
or DeFhem'eh, by some author now unknown ; who, 
as he could not equal the author of 'An'tar in elo- 
quence, determined to surpass him in the length of 
his narratives ; and 'An' tar being generally in forty- 
five volumes, he made his book fifly-five. The ro- 
mance of Del'hem'eh abounds in poetry, which is not 
without beauties, nor without faults ; but these are, 
perhaps, mostly attributable to copyists. — Of a part 
of what I have read, which introduces us to one of 
the principal characters in the work, I shall now give 
an abridged translation. 

At the commencement of the work, we are told, 
that, in the times of the Khalee'fehs of the house of 
Oomei'yeh, none of the Arab tribes surpassed in 
power, courage, hospitality, and other virtues for 
which the Arabs of the Desert are so famous, the 

* The 'Ool'ama in general despise the romance of 'An'tar, 
and ridicule the assertion that El-As'ma'^ee was its author. 
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Ben'ee Kila^b, whose territory was in the Hhega'z : 
but the viceroy of the Khalee'feh over the collective 
tribes of the desert was the chief of the Ben'ee 
Soole/m, who prided themselves on this distinction, 
and on their wealth. El-HhaMs, the chief of the 
Ben'ee Kila'b, a horseman unrivalled in his day, in 
one of the predatory excursions which he was wont 
frequently to make against other tribes, took captive 
a beautiftil girl, named Er-Raba'b (or the Viol), 
whom he married. She became pregnant ; and, 
during her pregnancy, dreamed that a fire issued 
from her, and burnt all her clothing. Being much 
troubled by this dream, she related it to her hua- 
band; and he. alike sui^rised and distressed, imme- 
diately searched for, and soon found, a person to 
interpret it. An old sheykh informed him that his 
wife would bear a son of great renown, who would 
have a son more renowned than himself; and that 
the mother of the former would be in danger of 
losing her life at the time of his birth. This pro- 
phecy he repeated to the wife of El-Hha'ris ; and, at 
her request, wrote an amulet to be tied upon the in* 
fanfs right arm, as soon as he should be born; 
upon which amulet he recorded the family and pedi- 
gree of the child : — " This child is the son of El- 
Hha^s the son of Kha'lid the son of ' A'mir the son 
of Sa'asa"ah the son of Kila'b ; and this is his pedi- 
gree among all the Arabs of the Hhega'z; and he is 
verily of the Ben'ee Kila'b." Soon after this, El- 
Hha'ris fell sick ; and, after a short illness, died. 
Most of the Arabs of neighbouring tribes, who had 
been subjected and kept in awe by him, rejoiced at 
his death, and determined to obtain retribution by 
plundering his property. This coming to the ears of 
his widow, Er-Raba'b, she determined to return to 
her family ; and persuaded a black slave who had be- 
longed to her late husband to accompany her. By 
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night, and without having mentioned their intention 
to Any one else, they departed; and at midnight 
they approached a settlement of Arabs whose chief 
was the Emee'r Da'rim. Here the slave, tempted by 
the Devil, led her from the road, and impudently 
told her, that her beauty had excited in his breast a 
passion which she must consent to gratify. She in- 
dignantly refused ; but the fright that she received 
from his base conduct occasioned a premature labour; 
and in this miserable state, she gave birth to a son. 
She washed the infant with the water of a brook that 
ran by the spot; wrapped it in a piece of linen 
which she tore off from her dress ; tied the amulet 
to its arm; and placed it to her breast. Scarcely 
had she done this, when the slave, infuriated by dis- 
appointment, drew his sword, and struck off, her 
head. Having thus revenged himself, he fled. 

Now it happened, as Providence had decreed, that 
the wife of the Emee^r Da'rim had just been deli- 
vered of a son, which had died ; and the Emee'r, to 
dissipate his grief on this account, went out to hunt, 
with several of his people, on the morning after Er- 
Raba'b had been murdered. He came to the spot 
where her corpse lay, and saw it: the infant was still 
sucking the breast of its dead mother ; and God had 
sent a flight of locusts, of the kind called goovldaoh^ 
to shade it from the sun with their wings. Full of 
astonishment at the sight, he said to his Wezec'r, 
*^ See this murdered damsel, and this infant on her 
lap, and those flying insects shading it, and the dead 
mother still afibrding it milk ! Now, by the faith of 
the Arabs, if thou do not ascertain the history of this 
damsel, and the cause of her murder, I behead thee 
like her." The Wezee'r answered, ** O King, none 
knoweth what is secret but God, whose name be ex- 
alted ! Was I with her ? or do I know her ? But 
promise me protection, and I will inform thee what 

K 5 
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I suppose to have been the ease." The King said, 
^ I give thee protection.'* Then said the Weeee^r, 
"Know, O King, — ^but God is all-knowing, — that 
this is the daughter of some king ; and she has 
grown up ; and a servant has had intercourse with 
her ; and by him she has conceived this child ; and 
her family have become acquainted with the fact, 
and killed her. This is my opinion; and there is 
an end of it." llie King exclaimed, *'Tbou dog 
of the Arabs ! what is this that thou sayest to the 
prejudice of this damsel ? By AKhth ! if I had not 
promised thee protection I had slain thee with the 
edge of the sword ! If she had committed this crime, 
she would not be affording the child her milk after 
she was dead ; nor would God have sent these flying 
insects to shade the infknt.*' He then sent for a 
woman to wash the corpse ; and after it had been 
washed, and bound in grave-clothes, he buried it re- 
spectably. 

From the circumstance of the goon'doob shading 
him with their wings, the foundling received the 
name of El^Ooon'dool/ah, The Eme^r Da'rim con- 
veyed it to his vrife, and persuaded her to bring it up 
as her own; which she did until the child had 
attained the age of seven years ; when he was sent 
to school; and there he remained until he had 
learned the t!koor-a'n. By the time he had attained 
to manhood, he had become a horseman unrivalled ; 
he was like a bitter colocynth, a viper, and a cala- 
mity*. 

Now his adoptive father, the Emee'r DaVim, went 
forth one day, according to his custom, on a preda- 
tory expedition, accompanied by a hundred horsemen. 
Palling in with no booty, he proceeded as far as the 
territory of a woman called Esh-Shum'ta (or the 

* These are not terms gf reproach among the Arabs: but 
of praise. ^ 
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Grizzle), whom the heroes of her time held in fear, 
on account of her prowess and strength ; and who 
was possessed of great wealth. He determined to 
attack her. She mounted her horse in haste, on 
hearing of his approach, and went forth to meet 
him and his party. For a whole hour, she con- 
tended with them ; killed the greater number ; and 
put the rest to flight, except the Emee'r Da'rim, 
whom she took prisoner, and led in bonds, disgraced 
and despised, to her fortress. Those of his attendants 
who had fled returned to their tribes, and plimged 
them in affliction by the story they related. The 
Emee'r Da'rim had ten sons. These all set out 
together, with a number of attendants, to rescue 
their father ; but they all became the prisoners of 
Esh-Shum'ta; and most of their attendants were 
killed by her. El-Goon'dooVah now resolved to try 
his arms against this heroine. He went alone, un- 
known to any of the tribe, except his foster-moiher, 
and arrived at the place of his destination. Esh- 
Shum'ta was on the top of her fortress. She saw 
him approach, a solitary horseman; end perceived 
that his riding was that of a hero. In haste she 
descended, and mounted her horse, and went out to 
meet him. She shouted against him ; and the de- 
sert resounded with her shout ; but El-Goon'doob'ah 
was unmoved by it. They defied each other, and 
met ; and for a whole hour the contest lasted : at 
length, El-Goon'dooVah's lance pierced the bosom of 
Esh-Shum'ta; its glittering point protruded through 
her back ; and she fell from her horse, slain, and 
weltering in her blood. Her slaves, who were forty 
in number, seeing their mistress dead, made a united 
attack upon her victor ; but he unhorsed them all ; 
and then, reproaching them for having served a 
woman, when they were all men of prowess, admo- 
nished them to submit to hini ; upon which, they all 
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acknowledged him as their master. He divided 
among them the treasures of Esh-Shum'ta ; and re- 
leased his adoptive father and brothers ; with whom 
he returned to the tribe. 

This exploit spread the fame of El-GoonMoob'ah 
among all the tribes of the desert; but it excited 
envy in the breast of the Emee'r Da'rim, who soon 
after desired him to seek for himself some other 
place of abode. El-Goon'doob'ah remonstrated ; but 
to no effect; and prepared for his departure. When 
he was about to go, the Emee'r Da'rim desired to be 
allowed to open the amulet that was upon El-Goon'- 
dooVah's arm, and to read what was written upon 
the paper. Having obtained permission, and done 
this, he uttered a loud shout ; and several of his 
people coming in to inquire the cauise of this cry, he 
said to them, " This youth is the son of your enemy 
El-Hha'ris, the Kila'bee : take him, and slay him :" 
but El-Goon'doob'ah insisted that thev should con- 
tend with him one by one. The Emee'r Da'rim was 
the first to challenge him; and addressed him in 
these verses *. 

** This day I forewarn thee of death and disgrace, 
From my weapon, thou offspring of parents base ! 

Did^st thou think, thou vile foundling, to raise thyself, 
O'er the heads of our tribe, to the foremost place P 

Thy hope is now baffl'd : thy wish is deceivM : 
For to-day we have known thee of hostile race. 

* When the narrator introduces poetry, he generally desires 
his readers and hearers to bless the Prophet. Frequently, he 
merely says, <' Bless ye the Apostle :" and often, *' Bless ye 
him for [the visit to] whose tomb burdens are bound:" i. e. 
'< Bless ye him whose tomb is an object of pilgrimage:*' 
for, though the pilgrimage ordained by the Gkuor-a'n is that 
to the temple of Mek'keh and mount 'Arafa't, yet, the Pro- 
phet's tomb is also an object of pious pilgrimage. — I tran- 
slate the poetry from this tale verse for verse, and imi- 
tating the system pursued with regard to rhyme in the 
originals. 
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Thy blood-thinty father oppressed our tribe : 

Both our raen and our wealth were his frequent preys: 
But to-day shall be taken a full revenge : 

All our heroes shall see me their wrongs efface. 
Be assur'd that thy death is now near at hand; 

That ray terrible lance shall pierce thee apace ; 
For 'twas I introduc'd thee among our tribe ; 

And the foe that I brought I will now displace." 

El-Goon'doob'ah replied, " O my uncle, thou hast 
treated me with kindness : do not repent of it ; but 
let me depart from you in peace ; cancel not the good 
that thou hast done.** But Da'rim answered, " Use 
no protraction: for thy death is determined on." 
Then El-Goon'dooVah thus addressed him — 

" Be admonish'd, O Ba^rim ! thy steps retwce ; 

And haste not thus rashly thy fate to embrace. 
Hast thou ever seen aught of evil in me ? 

I have always named thee with honour and praise. 
By my hand and lance was Esh-Shum'ta destroy' d, 

When thou wast her captive, in bonds and disgrace 
I freed thee from bondage : and is it for this 

We are now met as enemies, face to face? 
Gh>d be judge between us : for he will be just. 

And will show who it noble, and who is base." 

As soon as -he had said these words, the Emee'r 
Da'rim charged upon him. They fought for a whole 
hour ; and at last, El-Goon'dooVah pierced the breast 
of Da'rim with his spear ; and the point protruded, 
glittering, from the spine of his back. When Da'- 
rim's sons saw that their father was slain, they all 
attacked Ei*Goon'doob'ah ; who received them as the 
thirsty land receives a drizzling rain: two of them 
he killed : the rest fled ; and acquainted their mother 
with the events they had just witnessed. With her 
head uncovered, and her bosom bare, she came weep- 
ing to El-Goon'doob'ah, and thus exclaimed — 

'< Goon'dool/ah ! thy- lance hath wrought havoc sore : 
Man and youth have perish'd ; and he in their gore; 
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And among fhem, the eldest of all my sons* 

They aie justly punished ; but now 1 implore 
That thou pardon the rest : in pity for me 

Restrain thy resentment ; and slaughter no more. 
By my care of thy childhood ! and by these breasts 

Which have nourished thee, noble youth, heretofore ! 
Have mercy upon us ; and leave us in peace : 

In spite of thy wrongs, this contention give o'er, 
I love thee as though thou wert truly my sou ; 

And thy loss I shall sorrow for, evermore." 

£l-Goon'doob'ah listened to her address; and 
when she had finished, he thus replied — 

** O Mother 1 by Him whom we all adore 1 

And the just Moos'tuf 'a Ta'-Ha' • I I deplore 
The actions which I have been roaJe to commit ; 

Deeds against my will ; and not thought of before : 
But Gk>d, to whose aid I ascribe my success, 

Had of old decreed these events to occur. 
For thy sake, their pardon | grant ; and I would 

If their lances had made my lifeblood to pour 
To withdraw myself hence, and sever the ties 

Of affection and love, is a trial sore. 
While I live I shall constantly wish thee peacej 

And joy uninterrupted for evermore." 

Having said thus, El-Goon'doob'ah took leave or 
his foster-mother, and departed alone, and went to 
the fortress of £^h-Shum'ta. The slaves saw him 
approach; and met him; and, in reply to their in- 
quiries, he informed them of all that had just be- 
fallen him. He then asked if any of them were 
willing to go with him in search of a better territory, 
where they might intercept the caravans, and subsist 
by plunder; and they all declaring their readiness to 
axx^mpany him, he chose from among them as many 
as he desired, and left the rest in the fortress. He 

* Taf'Ha^ (which is the title of the 20th chapter of the 
Ckoora'n, and is composed of two letters of the Arabic alpha 
bet) is considered, and often used, as a name of the Arabian 
Prophet (of whom Mwtftufa and AhNmady as weU as AfoA- 
Aammac^, are also names): so likewise is YtJ.S^*t wliii^h >« 
the title of the 36th chapter of the Qklo^A^ ' * " 
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travelled with his slaves until they came to a desolate 
and dreary tract, without verdure or water ; and the 
slaves, fearing that they should die of thirst, con- 
spired against his life: but El-GoonMoob'ah, per- 
ceiving their discontent, and guessing their intention, 
pressed on to a tract abounding with water and 
pasture ; and here they halted to rest. El-Goon'- 
dool/ah watched until all of them had fallen asleep; 
and then dispatched them, every one, with his swonl. 
Having done this, he pursued his journey during the 
night ; and in the morning he arrived at a valley with 
verdant sides, and abundance of pasture, with lofty 
trees, and rapid streams, and birds whose notes pro- 
claimed the praises of the Lord of Power and Eter- 
nity. In the midst of this valley he saw a Bed'awee 
tent, and a lance stuck by it in the ground, and a horse 
picketted. The Emee'r GoonMool/ah fixed his eyes 
upon this tent ; and as he looked at it, there came 
forth from it a person of elegant appearance, com- 
pletely armed, who bounded upon the horse, and 
galloped towards him, without uttering a word, to 
engage him in combat ** My brother *" exclaimed 
El-Goon'dool/ah, *^ begin with salutation before the 
stroke of the sword; for that is a principle in the 
nature of the noble." But no answer was returned. 
They fought until their spears were broken, and till 
their swords were jagged : at length £l-Goou'-dool/ah 
seized hold of the vest beneath his antagonist's coat 
of mail, and heaved its wearer from the saddle to the 
ground. He uplifted his sword; but a voice, so 
sweet, it would have cured the sick, exclaimed, 
" Have mercy on thy captive, O hero of the age !" 
" Art thou a man ?'* said ElGoon'doob'ah, " or a 
woman ?" ** I am a virgin damsel," she replied ; 
and, drawing away her Hta'm *, displayed a face like 

* The lUc/m (or Utka'm) is a piece of dx^iery with which a 
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the moon ai the fiilL When Et-Gooi/dool/ah beheld 
the beauty of her face, and the elegance of her form, 
he was bewildered, and orerpowered with love. He 
exclaimed, " O mistress of beanties, and star of the 
mom, and life of souls ! acquaint me with thy secret, 
and inform me of the truth of thy history." She 
answered, ** O hero of our time ! O hero of the age 
and period! shall I relate to thee my story in nai^ 
rative prose, or in measured verse ?" He said, *^ O 
beauty of thine age, and peerless-one of thy time ! I 
will hear nothing from thee bat measured verse." 
She then thus related to him all that had happened 
to her — 

'* O ihaa noble hero, and generous knight ! 

lliou leader of warrioun * and foremost in fight ! 
Hear, now, and attend to the story I tell. 

I'm the Tir^n daughter, thou hero of might ! 
Of El-Mellk*' CltB'boo's ; and a maid whose fame 

Has been raised, by her arms, io an envied height ; 
Acknowledg'd a heroine, bold and expert, 

Skiird alike with the kfcoce and the sword to smite. 
Many suitors sought me in marriage ; but none 

Could ever induce me his love to requite ; 
And I swore by my Lord, the Compassionate, 

And the noble Moos'tuSTa, that moon-like light, 
That, to no man on earth I would e'er consent 

la the bonds of marriage myself to unite. 
Unless to a hero for prowess renown'd, 

To one who should prove himself hardy in fight ; 
Who in combat should meet me, and overcome, 

And never betray the least weakness ur fright. 
My suitors assembled : I fought each in turn ; 

And I vanquished them all in our people's sight : 
Not a horseman among them attain'd his wish ; 

For I parried the thrusts of each daring knight. 
I was justly * The Slayer of Heroes' nam'd; 

For no match could be found for my weapon bright. 

Bed'awee often covers the lower part of his face. It frequently 
prevents his being recognized by another Arab who mieht 
make him a victim of blood-revenge. . -,> 

* It was the custom to entitle the chief of a powerful tribe 
u Bi-Mel'ik," or « the King," powenui tnDe 
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But I feai'd my father might force me, at last| 

To accept; as my hasband, some parasite ; 
And therefore I fled ; and, in this lonely place. 

With my troop of horsemen, I chose to alight. 
Here we watch for the passing caravans ; 

And with plunder we quiet our appetite. 
Thou hast made m^ thy captive, and pardon'd me : 

Grant me one favour more : my wish do not slight : 
Receive me in marriage : embrace me at once ; 

For I willingly now acknowledge thy right.** 

Ckattaflet esh-Shoog*a!ny or the Slayer of Heroes 
(for so was this damsel named, as above related by 
herself), then said to El-Goon'doob'ah, "Come with 
me and my party to my abode." He went with her ; 
and lier people received them with joy ; and feasted 
the Emee'r Goon'doob'ah three days. On the fourth 
day, Ckatla'let esh-Shoo^'a'n assembled the people of 
her tribe, with El-Goon'doob'ah, at her own dwell- 
ing ; and regaled them with a repast, to which high 
and low were admitted. After they had eaten, they 
began to converse; and asked El-GoonMooVah to 
acquaint them with his history. He accordingly re- 
lated to them what had befallen him with the Emee'r 
Da'rim ; how he had liberated him and his sons from 
captivity ; and how ungratefully he had been treated. 
There were ten persons sitting with him ; and nine 
of these recounted their deeds in arms. The tenth, 
who was a slave, was then desired to tell his story ; 
and he related his having served the Emee'r Hha'ris, 
and murdered his widow. El-Goon'doob'ah heard 
with impatience this tale of his mother's murderer ; 
and as soon as it was finishedi drew his sword, and 
struck off the slave's head ; exclaiming, ** I have 
taken my blood-revenge upon this traitor-slave!" 
The persons present all drew their swords, and raised 
a tremendous shout. Ckatta'let esh-Shoog'a'n was 
not then with them ; but she heard the shout, and 
mstantly came to inquire the cause ; which they re- 
lated to her ; demanding, at the same time, that El- 
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Goon'dool/ah should be giyen up to them to be put 
to death. She drew them aside, and told them that 
he had eaten of her food, and that she would not 
give him up, even if he had robbed her of her 
honour; but that she would advise him to take his 
departure on the morrow, and that, when he should 
have lefl her abode, they might do as they pleased. 
She then went to him, and told him of his danger. 
He asked what he should do. She answered, " Let i 
us marry forthwith, and depart from these people :'' j 
and this he gladly consented to do. . 

They married each other immediately ; taking God ] 
alone for their witness ; and departed at night, and 
proceeded on their way until the morning, giving J 
thanks to their Lord. For four days, they continued 
their journey ; and on the fifth day, arrived at a 
valley abounding with trees and fruits and birds and 
running streams. They entered it at midnight. 
Seeing something white among the trees, they ap- 
proached it ; and found it to be a horse, white as 
camphor. They waited till morning ; and then be- 
held a settlement of Arabs : there were horses, and 
she and he camels, and tents pitched, and lances 
stuck In the ground, and pavilions erected; and 
among them was a great company ; and there were 
maids beating tambourines: they were surrounded 
with abundance. Through this valley, El-Goon'- 
dool/ah and his bride took their way : his love for 
her increased : they conversed together ; and her 
conversation delighted him. She now, for the first 
time, ventured to ask him why he had killed the 
slave, when he was her guest ; and he related to her 
the history of this wretch's crime. After this, they 
talked of the beauties of the valley which they had 
entered; and while they were thus amusing tiiem- 
selves, a great dust appeared ; and beneath it were 
seen troops of horsemen galloping along. El-Goon 
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dooVah immedlaAely concluded that they ivere of his 
wife's tribe, and were come in pursuit of him ; but 
he was mistaken ; for they divided into four parties, 
and all attacking, in different quarters at the same 
time, the tribe settled in the valley, soon made the 
latter raise piteous cries and lamentations, and rend 
the air with the shouts of " O 'A'mir ! O KilaT) I " 
When El-GoonMoob'ah heard the cries of "O 
'A'mir! O Kila'b!" he exclaimed to his wife, 
** These people are the sons of my uncle ! my flesh 
and my blood ! " and instantly determined to hasten 
to their assistance. His bride resolved to accom- 
pany him ; and they both together rushed upon the 
enemy, slaying every horseman in their way, and 
piercing the breasts of those on foot, with such fury 
and such success, that the defeated tribe rallied 
again, repulsed their assailants, and recovered all the 
booty that had been taken; after which they re- 
turned to El-Goon'doob'ah, and asked him who he 
was. He answered, *'This is not a time to ask 
questions; but a time to rest from fight and 
slaughter." So they took him with them, and re- 
tired to rest ; and after they had rested and eaten, 
he related to them his history. Delighted with his 
words, they all exclaimed, *'The truth hath ap- 
peared ; and doubt is dissipated : justice is rendered 
to the deserving ; and the sword is returned to its 
scabbard!*' They immediately acknowledged him 
their rightful chief; but, afler the death of £1- 
Hha'ris, they had chosen for their chief an Emee'r 
named GaHbir, who hated El-Hha'ris, and termed 
him a robber ; and this Emee'r now disputed their 
choice, and challenged El-Goon'doob'ah to decide the 
matter by combat. The challenge was accepted, and 
the two rivals met and fought ; but, though Gab'ir 
was a thorough warriour, El-Goon'doob'ah slew 
him. This achievement obtained him the possession 
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of Ga'bir's mare ; an animal coveted throughout the 
desert : the rest of the property of the vanquished 
chief he left to he parted among the tribe. There 
were, however, many partisans of Ga'l)ir ; and these, 
when they saw him slain, gathered themselves toge- 
ther against £l-Goon'dool/ah ; but he, with the 
assistance of his own party, defeated them, and put 
them to flight. Returning from their pursuit, he sat 
among his people and kinsfolk ; and the sheykhs of 
his tribe brought him horses and arms and every- 
thing necessary : he received gifts from every quar- 
ter : his wife, also, was presented with ornaments ; 
and from that day the Emee'r Goon'dool/ah waft 
acknowledged the chief of the Ben'ee Kila'b 
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Chaptir XI. 

Periodicaii Public Fbstivils, Ac. 

Many of the most remarkable customs of the modern 
Egyptians are witnessed at their periodical public 
festivals celebrated in Cairo ; the more important of 
which I shall here describe. Most of these festivals 
and other anniversaries take place at particular 
periods of the lunar, Mohhammadan year. 

The first ten days of Mohhar'ram (the first month 
of the Mohhammadan year) are considered as emi- 
nently blessed; and are celebrated virith rejoicing; 
but the tenth day is especially honoured. They are 
vulgarly called the ^ankr; the derivation of which 
term will be explained hereafter. The custom of 
selling, during tlus period of ten days, what is called 
** me^*ah mooba'rakah^" to be used, during the en- 
suing year, as a charm against the evil eye, whenever 
occasion may require, I have already mentioned, in 
the second of the two chapters i^ voted to the super- 
stitions of the modern Egyptians. — ^I have also men- 
tioned, that it is considered, by the Egyptians, un- 
lucky to make a marriage-contract in Mohhar'ram. 

It is a common custom of the Moos'lims of Egypt 
to give what they can afford in alms during the 
month of Mohhar'ram; especially in the first ten 
days, and more especiaJly on the tenth day; and 
many pretend, though few of them really do so, to 
give, at this season, the zek'cdif or alms required by 
their law> of which I have spoken in a former chap- 
ter : they give what, and to whom, they will. During 
the ten days above mentioned, and particularly on 
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the tenth, many of the women of Cairo, and even 
those in respectable circumstances, if they have a 
young child, carry it through the streets, generally 
on the shoulder, or employ another female to carry 
it, for the purpose of soliciting alms from any well- 
dressed person whom they may chance to meet: 
sometimes the mother or bearer of the child, and 
sometimes the child itself, asks for the alms ; saying, 
"My master, the alms of the 'ashr*." The word 
'askr is vulgarly understood as meaning the *'ten 
days ;'' but I am informed that it is a corruption of 
'oshr^ a term improperly used for rool/d el-^otkr (the 
quarter of the tenth, or the fortieth part), which is the 
proportion that the Moos'lim is required, by law, to 
give in alms of the money which he possesses, and 
of some other articles of property. The sum gene- 
rally given to a child in the case above described is 
a piece of five fud^dahsf; and this, and as many 
others as can be procured in the same manner, are 
sometimes spent in sweetmeats, &c., but more 
usually sewed to the child's cap, and worn thus 
until the next Mohhar'ram ; when, if the child be 
not too old, the same custom is repeated for its sake; 
the pieces of money thus obtainkl being considered 
as charms. 

The women of Egypt, and particularly of Cairo, 
entertain some curious superstitions respecting the 
first ten days of Mohhar'ram. They believe that 
ginn (or getiii) visit some people by night during 
this period ; and say that, on this occasion, a gin'nee 
appears sometimes in the form of a sack'eka (or 
water-carrier), and sometimes in thai of a mule. In 
the former case, the mysterious visitor is called 
" saeldcka eUoBhr^* (or '* the water-carrier of the 
ashi'') : in the latter, *• bughflet d-^athr^' (** the mule 

f At ptetent, c^aivaleat to % iiulhiog aad one llftfat 
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of the 'ashr"). When the gin'nee, they say, comes 
in the form of a sack'cka, he knocks at the chamhcr- 
door of a person sleeping ; who asks, ** Who is there ?" 
The gin'nee answers, ** I, the sack'cka : where shall 
I empty [the skin] ?" The person within, as sack'- 
ekas do not come at night, knows who his visitor is ; 
and says, ** Empty into the water-jar;'' and goin^ 
out afterwards, finds the jar full of gold. The gin'- 
nee in the form of a mule is described in a more 
remarkable manner. He bears a pair of saddle- 
hags filled with gold ; a dead man's head is placed 
upon his back ; and round his neck is hung a string 
of little round bells, which he shakes at the door of 
the chamber of the person whom he comes to enrich. 
This person comes out ; takes off the dead man's 
head ; empties the saddle-bags of their valuable con* 
tents ; then fills them with straw or bran or anything 
else ; replaces them ; and says to the mule, " Go, O 
blessed !" Such are the modes in which the good 
genii pay their zek'ah. During the first ten days of 
Mohhar'ram, many an ignorant woman ejaculates 
this petition, '' O my Lord, send me the water-carrier 
of the Wir !" or, " send me the mule of the 'ashr V* 
The men, in general, laugh at these superstitions. 

Some of the people of Cairo say, that a party of 
genii, in the forms and garbs of ordinary mortals, 
used to hold a midnight socfck (or market) during 
the first ten days of Mohhar'ram, in a street called 
Es-Salee^beh, in the southern part of the metropolis, 
before an ancient sarcophagus, which was called ^^elr 
Hhcfd el-Mursoo'd " (or " the Enchanted Trough "). 
This sarcophagus was in a recess under a flight of 
steps leading up to the door of a mosque, adjacent 
to the old palace called Ckal^'at el-Kebsh : it was 
removed by the French during their occupation of 
Egypt; and is now in the British Museum. Since 
its removal, the soo'ck of the genii, it is said, has 
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been discontinued. Very few persons, I am told, 
were aware of this custom of the genii Whoever 
happened to pass through the street where they were 
assembled, and bought anything of them, whether 
dates or other fruit, cakes, bread, &c., immediately 
after found his purchase converted into gold. 

The tenth day of Mohhar'ram is called Yo'm 
^A'shodra, It is held sacred on many accounts ; be- 
cause it is believed to be the day on which the first 
meeting of Adam and Eve took place after they 
were cast out of Paradise ; and that on which Noah 
went out from the ark : also, because several other 
great events are said to have happened on this day ; 
and because the ancient Arabs, before the time of 
the Prophet, observed it by fasting. But what, in 
the opinion of most modem Moos^ims, and espe- 
cially the Persians, confers the greatest sanctity on 
the day of 'A'shoo'ra is the fact of its being that on 
which El-Hhosey'n, the Prophet's grandson, was 
slain, a martyr, at the battle of the plain of Kur'bel'e. 
Many Moos'Iims fast on this day; and some also on 
the day preceding. 

As I am now writing on the day of 'A'shoo'ra, I 
shall mention the customs peculiar to it which I 
have witnessed on the present occasion. I bad to 
provide myself with a number of five-fud'dah-pieces 
before I went out this day, for the alms of the 'ashr, 
already mentioned. In the streets of the town I 
saw many young children, from about three to six or 
seven years of age, chiefly girls, walking about alone, 
or two or three together, or carried by women, and 
begging these alms. — In the course of the morning, 
a small group of blind fackee'rs, one of whom bore a 
half-furled red flag, with the names of El-Hhosey^n 
and other worthies worked upon it in white, stopped 
in the street before my door, and chanted a petition 
for an alms. One of them began, " O thou who hast 
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alms to bestow on the blessed day of 'A'shoo'ra !" 
— the otbers then continued, in chorus, " A couple of 
grains of wheat ! A couple of grains of rice ! O 
Hhas'an! O Hhosey'n!" The same words were 
repeated by them several times. As soon as they 
had received a small piece of money, they passed on; 
and then performed the same chant before other 
houses; but only where appearances led them to 
expect a reward. Numerous groups of fackee'rs go 
about the town, in different quarters, during this 
day, soliciting alms hi the same manner. 

On my paying a visit to a friend, a little before 
noon, a dish, which it is the custom of the people of 
Cairo to prepare on the day of 'A'shoo'ra, was set 
before me. It is called hhohodb ; and is prepared 
of wheat, steeped in water for two or three days, 
then freed from the husks, boiled, and sweetened 
over the fire with honey or treacle : or it is composed 
of rice instead of wheat : generally, nuts, almonds, 
raisins, &c., are added to it. In most houses this 
dish is prepared, or sweetmeats of various kinds are 
procured or made, in accordance with one of the 
traditions of the Prophet ; which is — ^" Whoso giveth 
plenty to his household on the day of 'A'shoo'ra, 
God will bestow plenty upon him throughout the 
remainder of the year." 

After the call to noon-pravers, I went tQ„ ihe 
mosque of the jahasane/n; whiehJ^g.lhe repiiJ^^ 
burial-place of the head of the. martyr El- Htosjin, 
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ISourt, were tnronged with passengers; and iathem 
Fsaw several groups of dancing:girlsXGhaV,ei^^^ ; 
some^aricirig ; and others, . sitting Mj^ Ml^S i?> .^b<^ 
gblife. thoroughfare, eating their diimPJ»Jk|id Cmth 
the'exclamation of " bismil'lah ! "} invitmg eachweU- 
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dressed man who passed by to eat wi 

^f ^^^ '^f^^JOS.'^^ "^ygitK me tQ-jarevent mi 



passing' without g:iyiDg.,tbem~a4U£afiat. The sigl 
of these unveiled girls, some of them very hand- 
some, and with their dress alluringly disposed to dis- 
play to advantage their fine forms, was but ill cal- 
culated to prepare men who passed by them for wit- 
nessing religious ceremonies : but so it is, that, on 
the occasions of all the great religious festivals in 
Cairo, and at many other towns in Egypt, these 
female warrers against modesty (not always seduc- 
tive, I must confess) are sure to be seen. On my 
way to the mosque, I had occasion to rid myself of 
some of the small coins which I had provided, to 
children* My next occasion for disbursing was on 
arriving before the mosque ; when several water-car- 
riers, of the class who supply passengers in the 
streets, surrounded me : I gave two of them twenty 
fud'dahs; for which each of them was to distribute 
the contents of the earthen vessel which he bore on 
his back to poor passengers, for Irhe sake of ** our 
lord El-Hhosey'n." This custom I have mentioned 
in a former chapter *• 

On entering the mosque, I was much surprised at 
the scene which presented itself in the great hall, or 
portico. This, which is the principal part of the 
mosque, was crowded with visitors, mostly women, 
of the middle and lower orders, with many children ; 
and there was a confusion of noises like, what may 
be heard in a large school-room where several hun- 
dred boys are engaged in play ; there were children 
bawling and crying; men and women calling to each 
other ; and, amid all this bustle, mothers and chil- 
dren were importuning every man of respectable ap- 
pearance for the alms of the 'ashr. Seldom have I 

* On Industiy. 
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witneflfled a scene mcffe unlike ih«t which the in- 
terior of a mosque generally presents; and in this 
instance I was the more surprised as the Hhasane/n 
is the most sacred of all the mosques in Cairo. The 
mats which are usually spread upon the pavement 
had been removed; some pieces of old matting were 
put in their stead ; leaving many parts of the floor un- 
covered ; and theses and every part, were covered with 
dust and dirt brought in by the feet of many shoe- 
less persons : for on this occasion, as it is impossible 
to perform the ordinary prayers in the mosque, 
people enter without having performed the usual ab- 
lution, and without repairing first to the tank to do 
this ; though every person takes off his, or her, shoes, 
as at other times, on entering the mosque; many 
leaving them, as I did mine, with a door-koeper. 
Several parts of the floor were wetted (by children 
too young to be conscious of the sanctity of the 

glace) ; and though I avoided these parts, 1 had not 
een many minutes in the mosque before my feet 
were almost black, with the dirt upon which I had 
trodden, and with that from other persons' feet 
which had trodden upon mine. The heat, too, was 
very oppressive ; like that of a vapour-bath, but more 
heavy; though there is a very large square aperture 
in the roof, with a mul'ckuf * of equal width over it, 
to introduce the northern breezes. The pulpitrstairs, 
and the gallery of the mooballighee'n, were crowded 
with women; and in the assemblage below the 
women were far more numerous than the men. Why 
this should be the case, I know not; unless it be 
because the women are more superstitious, and have 
a greater respect for the day of 'A'shoo'ra, and a 
greater desire to honour £l-Hhosey'n by visiting 
his shrine on this day. 

* The muifokuf hai been deteribed in the introduction to 
thie work, page 27. 
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It is commonly said, by the people of Cairo, that 
no man goes to the Hhasane/n on the day of 
'A'shoo'ra but for the sake of the women ; that is, 
to be jostled among them ; and this jostling he may 
indeed enjoy to the utmost of his desire ; as I ex- 
perienced in pressing forward to witness the principal 
ceremonies which contribute with the sanctity of 
the day to attract such swarms of people. By the 
back-wall, to the right of the pulpit, were seated, in 
two rows, face to face, about fifty durwee'shes, of 
various orders. They had not yet begun their per- 
formances, or zikrs^ in concert; but one old dur- 
wee'sh, standing between the two rows, was per- 
forming a zikr alone ; repeating the name of God 
(Al'la'h), and bowing his head each time that he 
uttered the word, alternately to the right and left. 
In pushing forward to see them, I found myself in a 
situation rather odd in a country where it is deemed 
improper for a man even to touch a woman who is 
not his wife or slave or a near relation. I was so 
compressed in the midst of four women, that, for 
some minutes, I could not move in any direction ; 
and pressed so hard against one young woman, face 
to face, that, but for her veil, our cheeks had been 
almost in contact : from her panting, it seemed that 
the situation was not quite easy to her ; though a 
smile, expressed at the same time by her large black 
eyes, showed that it was amusing : she could not, 
however, bear it long ; for she soon cried out, ** My 
eye*! do not squeeze me so violently.'* Another 
woman called out to me, ** O Efen'dee ! by thy head ■ 
push on to the front, and make way for me to follow 
thee." With considerable difficulty, I attained the 
desired place ; but in getting thither, I had almost 
lost my sword, and the hanging sleeves of my jacket : 

* This is a common expression of afibction ; meaning^, 
^ Thou who art as dear to me at my eye." 



t&u V«hoo'ra. I7S 

some person's dress had caught the guard of the 
sword, and had nearly drawn the blade from the 
scabbard before I could get hold of the handle. 
Like all around me, I was in a profuse perspiration. 
The durwee'shes I found to be of different nations, 
as well as of different orders. Some of them wore 
the ordinary turban and dress of Elgypt : others wore 
the Turkish ckaWek, or padded cap; and others, 
again, wore high caps, or turtoo'rs, mostly of the 
sugar-loaf shape. One of them had a white cap of 
the form last mentioned, upon which were worked, 
in black letters, invocations to the first four Khalee'- 
fehs, to El-Hhas'an and El-Hhosey'n, and to other 
eminent saints, founders of different orders of dur- 
wee'shes*. Most of the durwee'shes were Egyp- 
tians ; but there were among them many Turks and 
Persians. I had not waited many minutes before 
they began their exercises. Several of them first 
drove back the surrounding crowd with sticks ; but 
as no stick was raised at me, I did not retire so far 
as I ought to have done ; and, before I was aware 
of what the durwee'shes were about to do, forty of 
them, with extended arms, and joined hands, had 
formed a large ring, in which I found myself en- 
closed. For a moment I felt half inclined to re- 
main where I was, and join in the zikr ; bow, and 
repeat the name of God ; but another moment's re- 
flection on the absurdity of the performance, and the 
risk of my being discovered to be no durwee'sh, de- 
cided me otherwise ; so, parting the hands of two of 
the durwee'shes, I passed outside the ring. The 
durwee'shes who formed the large ring (which en- 
closed four of the marble columns of the portico) 

♦ " Fa' M^oo Bekr, Ya! '(k^^ar, Ya"0»ma'n, Ya! 'AVet, 
Ya'-Hkat/any Ya' Hkotey'n, Ya' sey'yid Ahh'mad Rifc^ah, Ya* 
tey'yid *Abd El-^Ouldit El^Qeehfnet, Yi^ u^pd AWmmd SI- 
S9d'mH€, Yol ffy'yief tbrvMm Sd-th^pMn**' 

hS 
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now commenced their zikr ; exclaiming over and over 
again, "Al'la'h !" and, at each eiclamation, bowiug 
the head and body, and taking a step to the right ; 
so that the whole ring moved rapidly round. As 
soon Bs they commenced this exercise, another dur- 
wee'sh, a. Turk, of the order of Mow'lawees, in the 
middle of the circle, began to whirl ; using both his 
feet to effect this motion, and extending his arms : 
the motion increased in velocity until his dress spread 
out like an umbrella. He continued whirling thus 
for about ten minutes ; after which, he bowed to his 
superior, who stood within the great ring ; and then, 
without showing any signs of fatigue or giddiness, 
joined the durwee'shes in the great ring; who had 
now begun to ejaculate the name of God with 
greater vehemence, and to jump to the right, in- 



stead of stepping. Afler the whirling, six other dur- 
wee'shes, witbinthe great ring, formed another ring ; 
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but a very small one ; each placing bis arms upon 
the shoulders of those next him; and thus disposed, 
they performed a revolution similar to that of the 
larger ring, excepting in being much more rapid ; 
repeating, also, itie same exclamation of " Al'Ia'h !" 
but wiih a rapidity proportionably greater. This mo- 
tion they maintained for about the same length of 
time that the whirling of the siugle durwee'sh before 
had occupied ; after which, the whole party sat down 
to rest. — ^They rose again after the lapse of about a 
quarter of an hour ; and performed the same exer- 
cises a second time. — ^I saw nothing more in the 
great portico that was worthy of remark, excepting 
two (ackee'rs (who, a bystander told me, were meg^a- 
zeefbf or idiots), dancing, and repeating the name of 
Crod, and each beating a tambourine. 

I was desirous of visiting the shrine of El-Hho- 
sey'n on this anniversary of his death, and of seeing 
if any particular ceremonies were performed there on 
this occasion. With difficulty I pushed through the 
crowd in the great portico to the door of the saloon 
of the tomb ; but there I found comparatively few 
persons collected. On my entering, one of the ser- 
vants of the mosque conducted me to an unoccupied 
comer of the bronze screen which surrounds the 
monument over the place where the martyr's head 
is said to be buried, that I might there recite the 
Fa't'hhah : this duty performed, he dictated to me 
the following prayer; pausing after every two or 
three words, tor me to repeat them, which I affected 
to do ; and another person, who stood on my left, 
saying " A'mee'n*' (or Amen), at the close of each 
pause. '* O God accept my visit, and perform my 
want, and cause me to attain my wish ; for I come 
with desire and intent, and urge thee by the sey'yideh 
Zey'neb, and the Ima'm Ebh-Sha'fe'ee, and the 
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Soolta'n AVoo So'oc/d*/' After this followed similar 
woids in Turkish ; which were added in the supposi- 
tion that I was a Turk, and perhaps did not under- 
stand the former words, in Ajrahic This short sup- 
plication has been often dictated to me at the tombs 
of sainU in Cairo, on festival days. On the occasion 
above described, before I proceeded to make the 
usual circuit round the screen which encloses the 
monument, I gave to the person who dictated the 
prayer a small piece of money ; and he, in return, 
presented me with four little ImJIs of bread ; each 
about the size of a hazel-nut. This was conse- 
crated bread, made of very fine flour at the tomb of 
the seyd Ahh'mad £1-Bed'awee ; and brought hither, 
as it is to several saints' tombs in Cairo on occa- 
sions of general visiting, to be g^ven to the more re- 
spectable of the visitors. It is called *Ey3h es^teij/yid 
El'Bedfavxe. Many persons in £2gypt keep a little 
piece of it (that is, one of the little balls into which 
it is formed) constantly in the pocket, as a charm : 
others eat it, as a valuable remedy against any dis- 
order, or as a preventive of disease. 

Generally, towards the end of Suf'ar (the second 
month) the caravan of Egyptian pilgrims, returning 
from Mek'keh, arrives at Cairo : hence, this month 
is vulgarly called Nez^let el-Hha'gg (the Arrival of 
the Pilgrims). Many pilgrims, coming by the Red 
Sea, arrive before the caravan. A caravan of mer» 
chant-pilgrims arrives later than the main body of 
pilgrims. 

* ^,^ ^y? V* * ^*'y '•™<>™ «"«* J and, being es- 
lemed the moat hnlw naiNi/«» «* i.:_ j ___'.. '., * . 



teemed the moft holy p«r8ou of hie day, receiyed the appei. 
lation of « SooltaV' which has been conferred upon sef^ 
«^nJ«75"^;" werees, and, when thus ^v^^^^^ 

King of SainU." The tomb of Ab'oo So'ooM is anW 
mounds of rubbish on the south of Cairo. ^ 
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An officer, called Shafwee'sh el-Hhc^ggy arrives 
about four or five days before the caravan, having 
pushed on, with two Arabs, mounted on fleet drome- 
daries, to announce the approach of the Hha'gg*, 
and the expected day of their arrival at the metro- 
polis ; and to bring letters from pilgrims to their 
friends. He and his two companions exclaim, as 
ttiey pass along, to the passengers in the way, 
*' Blessing on the Prophet!*' or, '* Bless the Pro- 
phet!'* and every Mooslim who hears the exclama- 
tion responds, " O God, favour him t !" — ^They pro- 
ceed directly to the Citadel, to convey the news to 
the Ba'sha or his representative. The Sha'wee'sh 
divides his letters into packets, with the exception of 
those which are to great or wealthy people, and sells 
them, at so many dollars a packet, to a number of 
persons who deliver them and receive presents from 
those to whom they are addressed ; but sometimes 
lose by their bargains. The Sha'wee'sh himself de- 
livers those to the great and rich ; and obtains from 
them handsome presents of money, or a shawl, &c. 

Some persons go out two or three days' journey, 
to meet their friends returning from pilgrimage; 
taking with them fresh provisions, fruits, &c., and 
clothes, for the wearied pilgrims. The poorer classes 
seldom go further than the Bir'ket el-Hha'gg (or 
Lake of the Pilgrims), about eleven miles from the 
metropolis, and the place where the caravan passes 
the last night but one before its entry into the me- 
tropolis; or such persons merely go to the last 
halting-place. These usually take with them some 
little luxury in the way of food, and an ass, as an 

* The term kha'gg is applied both collectively and indivi- 
dually (to the whole caravan, or body of pilgrims, and to a 
single pilgrim). 

t The Arabic words here translated are given in two notes 
subjoined to page 379 of the former volume of this work. 
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agreeable substitute to the pilgrim for his jaded and 
uneasy camel*; together with some clean, if not 
new, clothes ; and many go out with musicians, to 
pay honour to their friencb. It is very afiecting to 
see, at the approach of the caravan, ihe numerous 
parties who go out with drums and pipes, to wel- 
come and escort to the city their fi'iends arrived 
from the holy places, and how many, who went forth 
in hope, return with lamentation, instead of music 
and rejoicing ; for the arduous journey through the 
desert is fatal to a great number of those pilgrims 
who cannot afford themselves necessary conveniences. 
Many of the women who go forth to meet their hus- 
bands or sons receive the melancholy tidings of their 
having fallen victims to privation and fetigue. The 
piercing shrieks with which they rend the air as they 
retrace their steps to the city are often heard predo- 
minant over the noise of the drum, and the shrill 
notes of the hautboy, which proclaim the joy of 
others. — ^The pilgrims, on their return, are often ac- 
costed, by passengers, with the petition, " Pray for 
pardon for me ;'* and offer up this short ejaculation, 

* I am here reminded of an assertion of the Axabe^ respect- 
ing the camel, — that it has in itself a provision agamst hun- 
ger^ besides its well-known supply against thirst — an asser- 
tion which appears to me highly deserving of the attention 
of naturalists. The camel, they say, when deprived of its 
usual food fur several successive dayS) feeds upon the fat of 
its own hump. The hump> as I have myself observed, under 
these circumstances, gradually disappears before the limbs 
are perceptibly reduced ; and when the animal b put again 
to pasture, the hump grows again to its usual sise before tfatt 
limbs recover their wonted fat. This explanation of the qi« 
of an excrescence which would otherwise seem a mere incon- 
venient incumbrance offers an evidence that the camel is more 
remarkably and more perfectly adapted to the peculiar di^ 
cumstances in which Providence has placed it than has gene* 
rally been Bupposed ; and perhaps may be applied with equal 
propriety to the hump of the bull and cow, and «ome otber 
animals in hot and arid climates. 
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^Ood pardon thee!'' or,''0 God! pardon him!" 
This custom owes its origin to a saying of the Pro- 
phet — *' God pardoneth the pilgrim and him for 
whom the pilgrim implores pardon/' 

I write the following account of the Nea/let el- 
Hha'gg just after witnessing it, in the year of the 
Flight 1250 (A. D. 1834).— The caravan arrived 
at its last halting-place, the Hhas^weh, a pebbly tract 
of the desert, near the northern suburb of Cairo, last 
night, on the eve of the 4th of Rabee'a el-Ow'wal. 
A few pilgrims left the caravan after sunset ; and 
entered the metropolis. The caravan entered this 
morning, the fourth of the month. I was outside the 
walls soon after sunrise, before it drew near ; but I 
met two or three impatient pilgrims, riding upon 
asses, and preceded by musicians or by flag-bearers, 
and followed by women singing ; and I also met seve- 
ral groups of women who had already been out to 
make inquiries respecting relations whom they ex- 
pected, and were returning with shrieks and sobs. 
Their lamentation seemed more natural, and more 
deeply felt, than that which is made at funerals. 
This year, in addition to a great many deaths, there 
were to be lamented a thousand men who had been 
seized for the army; so that, perhaps, there wa9 
rather more wailing than is usual. About two hours 
and a half after sunrise, the caravan began to draw 
near to the gates of the metropolis, parted in three 
Unes; one line towards the pate called Ba^b en-Nusr ; 
a notheflprectly towar ds tlie_i>a;'bjBi>jp;ooioo|^ and 
thethird, branching off from tte sfigon'dr to Xhen^yb 
eFAd^awee. The caravan this year was more nu- 
nierous than usual (though many pilgrims went by 
sea) ; and, in consequence of the seizure of so many 
men for the army, it comprised an uncommon pro- 
portion of women. Each of the three lines into which 
it divided to enter the metropolis, as above men* 
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tloned, consisted, for the most part, of an uninter- 
rupted train of camels, proceeding one by one ; but 
sometimes there were two abreast ; and in a few 
places the train was broken for a short space. Many 
of the pilgrims had quitted their camels, to take the 
more easy conveyance of asses ; and rode beside their 
camels ; many of them attended by musicians ; and 
some, by flag-bearers. 

The most common kind of camel -litter used by the 
pilgrims is called a moosutftahh^ or hheniU moosutf- 
tahh. It resembles a small, square tent; and is 
chiefly composed of two long chests ; each of which 
has a high back ; these are placed on the camel in the 
same manner as a pair of panniers, one on each 
side ; and the high backs, which are placed outwards, 
together with a small pole resting on the camel's 
pack-saddle, support the covering which forms what 
may be called the tent. This conveyance accommo- 
dates two persons. It is generally open at the front;- 
and may also be opened at the back. Though it ap- 
pears comfortable, the motion is uneasy ; particularly 
when it is placed upon a camel that has been ac- 
customed to carry heavy burdens, and consequently 
has a swinging walk : but camels of easy pace are 
generally chosen for bearing the moosut'tahh and 
other kinds of litters. There is one kind of litter 
called a 9hibre(/yeh, composed of a small, square 
platform, with an arched covering. This accommo- 
dates but one person ; and is placed on the back of 
the camel : two sahl/hha'rahs (or square chests), one 
on each side of the camel, generally form a secure 
foundation for the shibree'yeh. The most comfort- 
able kind of litter is that called a tukhVrawan^ 
which is most commonly borne by two camels ; one 
before, and the other behind : the head of the latter 
is painfully bent down, under the vehicle. This litter 
is sometimes borne by four mules ; in which case, its 



RETURN OF THE PILGRIMS. 181 

motion is more easy. Two light persons may travel 
in it. In general, it has a small projecting meshrc- 
Lee'yeh, of wooden lattice-work, at the front and back, 
in which one or more of the porous earthen water- 
bottles so much used in Egypt may be placed. 

I went on to the place where the caravan had 
passed the last night. During my ride from the 
suburb to this spot, which occupied a little more than 
half an hour (proceeding at a slow pace), about half 
the caravan passed me ; and in half an hour more, 
almost the whole had left the encampment*. I was 
much interested at seeing the meetings of wives, 
brothers, sisters, and children, with the pilgrims: 
but I was disgusted with one pilgrim : he was 
dressed in ragged clothes, and sitting on a little bit 
of old carpet, when his wife, or perhaps his sister, 
came out to him, perspiring under the weight of a 
large bundle of clothes, and fervently kissed him, 
right and left : he did not rise to meet her ; and only 
made a few cold inquiries. — ^The Emee'r el-Hha'gg 
(or chief of the caravan), with his officers, soldiers, 
&c. were encamped apart from the rest of the cara- 
van. ' By his tent, a tall spear was stuck in the 
g^und ; and by its side also stood the makhfmil (of 
which I shall presently give a sketch and descrip- 
tion) ; with its travelling cover, of canvass, orna- 
mented with a few inscriptions. 

Many of the pilgrims bring with them, as pre- 
sents, from "the holy territory," water of the sacred 
well of Zemfzem (in China bottles, or tin or copper 
flasks), pieces of the kWweh (or covering) of the 
Ka'abeh (which is renewed at the season of the pil- 
grimage), du8t from the Prophet's tomb (made into 
hard* cakes), liba n (or frankincense), leef (or fibres 

* Had I remained btationary, somewhat more ihan two 
hours would have elapsed before the whole caravan had 
passed me. ' 

VOL. II. M 
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of the palm-tree, used in washing, as we employ a 
sponge), combs of aloes*wood, seb'hhahs (or rosaries) 
of the same or other materials, misica'ks (or sticks 
for cleaning the teeth, which are generally dipped in 
Zem'zem water, to render them more acceptahle), 
kokfU (or black powder for the eyes), shawls, &c. of 
the manufacture of the Hhega'z*, and various things 
from India. 

It is a common custom to ornament the entrance 
of a pilgrim's house, one, two, or three days before 
his arrival; painting the door, and colouring the 
alternate courses of stone on each side and above it 
with a deep dull red, and white ; or, if it be of brick, 
ornamenting it in a similar manner, with broad hori- 
zontal stripes of red and white: often, also, trees, 
camels, &c. are painted, in a very rude manner, in 
green, black, red, and other colours. The pilgrim 
sometimes writes to order this to be done. On the 
evening afler his arrival, he entertains his friends 
with a feast, which is called " the feast of the Nezf- 
lek" Numerous guests come to welcome him, and 
to say, "Pray for pardon for me." He generally 
remains at home a week after his return ; and on 
the seventh day, gives to his friends another enter- 
tainment, which is called " the feast of the Soohoo'a,^ 
This continues during the day and ensuing night ; 
and a khut'meh, or a zikr, is usually performed in the 
evening. 

On the morning after that on which the main body 
of the pilgrims of the great caravan enter the metro- 
polis, another spectacle is witnessed : this is the Re- 
turn of the Mahh'miU which is borne in procession 
from the Hhas'weh, through the metropolis, to the 
citadel. This procession is not always arranged ex- 
actly in the same order : I shall describe it as I have 

* Or, as pronounced in Arabia^ Hheja'x. 
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this day witnessed it, on the morning after the re- 
turn of the pilgrims of which I have just given an 
account. 

First, I must describe the Mahh'mil itself. It is a 
square skeleton-frame of wood, with a pyramidal top ; 
and has a covering of black brocade, richly worked 
with inscriptions and ornamental embroidery in gold, 
in some parts upon a ground of green or red silk, and 
bordered with a fringe of silk, with tassels surmounted 
by silver balls. Its covering is not always made 
after the same pattern, with regard to the decora- 
tions ; but in every cover that I have seen I have 
remarked, on the upper part of the front, a view of 
the Temple of Mek'keh, worked in gold ; and, over 
it, the Soolta'n's cypher. It contains nothing; but 
has two moos'hhafs (or copies of the Ckoor-a'n), one 
on a scroll, and the other in the usual form of a little 
book, and each enclosed in a case of gilt silver, at- 
tached, externally, at the top. The sketch which I 
insert will explain this description. The five balls 
with crescents, which ornament the Mahh'mil, are 
of gilt silver. The Mahh'mil is borne by a fine tall 
camel, which is generally indulged with exemption 
from every kind of labour during the remainder of 
its life. 

It is related, that the Soolta'n Ez-Za'hir Beybui's, 
king of Egypt, was the first who sent a Msdih'mil 
with the caravan of pilgrims to Mek'keh, in the year 
of the Flight 670 (a. d. 1272) ; but this custom, it is 
generally said, had its origin a few years before his 
accession to the throne. Sheg'er ed-Door'r (com- 
monly called Sheg'eret ed-Door'r), a beautiful Turk- 
ish female slave, who became the favourite wife of 
the Soolta'n Es-Sa'lehh Negm ed-Deen, and on the 
death of his son (with whom terminated the dynasty 
of the house of Eiyoo'b) caused herself to be acknow« 
ledged as Queen of Egypt, performed the pilgrimage 
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in a magnificent kcldag (or covered litter), borne by 
a camel ; and for several successive years, her empty 
ho'dag was sent with the caravan, merely for the 
sake of state. Hence, succeeding princes of Egypt 
sent, with each year's caravan of pilgrims, a kind of 
h(/dag (which received the name of '* Mahh'mil")* 
as an emblem of royalty ; and the kings of other 
countries followed their example *. The W ah'ha'bees 
prohibited the Mahh'mil, as an object of vain pomp : 
it afforded them one reason for intercepting the 
caravan. 

The procession of the return of the M ahh'mil, in 
the year above mentioned, entered the city, by the 
Ba'b en Nusr, about an hour after sunrise* It was 
headed by a large body of Niza'm (or regular) infan- 
try. Next came the M ahh'mil, which was followed, 
as usual, by a singular character : this was a long- 
haired, brawny, swarthy fellow, called " Sheykh el- 
Gem'er' (or Sheykh of the Camel), almost entirely 
naked, having only a pair of old trowsers : he was 
mounted on a camel; and was incessantly rolling 
his head. For many successive years, this sheykh 
has followed the Mahh'mil, and accompanied the 
caravan to and from Mek^^eh ; and all assert, that he 
rolls his head during the whole of the journey. He 
is supplied by the government with two camels, and 
his travelling provisions. A few years ago, there used 
also to follow the Mahh'mil to and from Mek'keh an 
old woman, with her head uncovered, and only wear- 
ing a shirt. She was called " Oom'm el-Ckoot^at'* 
(or the Mother of the Cats) ; having always five or 

* Almost all travellers have given erroneous accounts of the 
Mahh'mil : some asserting that its covering is that which is 
destined to be placed over the tomb of the Prophet : others, 
that it contains the covering which is to be suspended round the 
Ka'ttt)eh. Burckhardt, with his general accuracy, describes it 
as a mer« etkibtem of royalty. 
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siic cats sitting about her, on her camel. — ^Next to the 
sheykh of the camel, in the procession which I have 
begun to describe, followed a group of Turkish horse- 
men; and then, about twenty camels, with stuffed 
and ornamented saddles, covered with cloth, mostly 
red and green. Each saddle was decorated with a 
number of small flags, slanting forward from the fore 
part, and. a small plume of ostrich-feathers upon the 
top of a stick fixed upright, upon the same part ; and 
some had ^ large bell hung on each side : the orna- 
ments on the covering were chiefly formed of the 
small shells called cowries. I think I perceived that 
these camels were slightly tinged with the red dye of 
the hhen'na ; as they are on other similar occasions. 
They were followed by a very numerous body of Bed'- 
awee horsemen; and with these the procession was 
closed. 

Having been misinformed as to the time of the 
entry of the Mahh'mil, on my arriving a t the prin- 




to overtake it ; but it was very difficult to make any 
progress : so, without further loss of time, I took ad- 
vantage of some by-streets; and again joined the 
procession : I found, however, that I had made very 
little advancement. I therefore dismounted; and, 
after walking and running, and dodging between the 
legs of the Bed'awees' horses, for about half an hour, 
at length caug;ht a glimpse of the Mahh'mil, and, 
by a great effort, and much squeezing, overtook it 
soon afler; about a quarter of an hour before it en- 
tered the great open place called the Roomeyleh, 
before the Citadel. Afler touching it three times, and 
kissing my hand, I caught hold of the fringe, and 
walked by its side. The guardian of the sacred 
object, who walked behind it, looked very hardly at 
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me, and induced me to utter a pious ejaculation, 
which perhaps prevented his displacing me ; or pos- 
sibly my dress influenced him ; for he only allowed 
other persons to approach and touch it one by one ; 
and then drove them back. I continued to walk by 
its side, holding the fringe, nearly to the entrance 
of the Roomey'leh. On my telling a Moos'lim friend, 
to-day, that I had done this, he expressed great asto- 
nishment ; and said that he had never heard of any 
one having done so before ; and that the Prophet had 
certainly taken a love for me, or I could not have 
been allowed : he added, that I had derived an ines- 
timable blessing; and that it would be prudent in me 
not to tell any others of my Moos'lim Iriends of this 
fact, as it would make them envy me so great a pri- 
vilege, and perhaps displease them. I cannot learn 
why the Mahh'mil is esteemed so sacred. Many per- 
sons showed an enthusiastic eagerness to touch it; 
and I heard a soldier exclaim, as it passed him, " O 
my Lord! Thou hast denied my performing the 
pilgrimage ! " The streets through which it passed 
were denselv crowded : the shops were closed ; and 
the mus'tub^hs occupied by spectators. It arrived 
at the Roomey'leh about an hour and a half after 
it had entered the metropolis : it crossed this large 
place to the entrance of the long open space called 
Ckar'a Meyda'n : next proceeded along the latter 
place, while about twelve of the guns of the Citadel 
fired a salute : Ihen returned to the Roomey'leh, and 
proceeded through it to the northern gate of the 
citadel, called Ba'b el-Wezee'r. 

A curious custom is allowed to be practised on the 
occasions of the processions of the Mahh'mil and 
Kis^weh ; which latter, and a more pompous proces- 
sion of the Mahh'mil, on its departure for Mek'keh, 
will be hereafter described. Numbers of boys go 
about the streets of the metropolis, in companies ; 
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each boy armed with a short piece of the thick end 
of a palm-stick, called mitck'ra^'ahy in which are 
made two or three splits, extending from the larger 
end to about half the length ; and any Christian or 
Jew whom they meet they accost with the demand 
of ^^Ha't el'^d'dehy*' or "Give the customary pre- 
sent :" if he refuse the gift of five or ten fud'dahs, 
they fall to beating him with their muck'ra"ah8. 
Last year, a Frank was beaten by some boys, in ac- 
cordance with this custom, and sought refuge in a 
large weka'leh; but some of the boys entered after 
him, and repeated the beating. He complained to 
the Ba'sha; who caused a severe bastinading to be 
administered to the sheykh of the wekaleh, for not 
having protected him. 

In the beginning of the month of Rdbee'd el-Ou/- 
wed (the third month) preparations are commenced 
for celebrating the festival of the Birth of the Pro- 
phet, which is called Moo' lid* en-Neb' te. The prin- 
cipal scene of this festival is the south-west quarter 
of the large open space called Bir'ket el-Ezbekee'yeh, 
almost the whole of which, during the season of the 
inundation^ becomes a lake : this is the case for 
several years together at the time of the festival of 
the Prophet, which is then celebrated on the margin 
of the lake ; but at present, the dry bed of the lake 
is the chief scene of the festival. Jn the quarter 
above mentioned, several large tents (called seewa'rui) 
are pitched; mostly for durwee'shes; who, every 
night, while the festival lasts, assemble in them, to 
perform zikrs. Among these is erected a mast {sa'- 
ree)^ firmly secured by ropes, and with a dozen or 
more lamps hung to it. Around it, numerous dur- 
wee'shes, generally about fifty or sixty, form a ring, 
and repeat zikrs. Near the same spot is erected 

* I have before meationed that this word is more properly 
pronounced Mu'iid, 

m5 
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what is termed a ckaltm; which consists of four 
masts erected in a line, a few yards apart, with 
numerous ropes stretched from one to the other and 
to the ground : upon these ropes are hung many 
lamps ; sometimes in the fi[>rm of flowers, lions, &c. ; 
sometimes, of words, such as the names of God and 
Mohham'mad, the profession of the faith, &c. ; and 
sometimes arranged in a merely fanciful, ornamental 
manner. The preparations for the festival are gene- 
rally completed on the second day of the month ; and 
on the following day, the rejoicings and ceremonies 
begin : these continue, day and night, until the close 
of the twelfth night of the month ; that is, according 
to the Mohhammadan mode of reckoning, the night 
preceding the twelfth day of the month ; which night 
is that of the Moo'lid, properly speaking*. During 
this period of ten days and nights, numbers of the in- 
habitants of the metropolis flock to the Ezbekee'yeh. 
I write these notes during the Moo'lid; and shall 
describe the festival of this year (the year of the 
Flight 1250, A. D. 1834) ; mentioning some particu- 
lars in which it differs from those of former years. 

During the day-time, the people assembled at the 
principal scene of the festival are amused by Shakers 
(or reciters of the romance of Ab'oo Zeyd), conjurers, 
buffoons, &c. The Ghawa'zee have lately been com- 
pelled to vow repentance, and to relinquish their pro- 
fession of dancing, &c. : consequently, there are now 
none of them at the festival. These girls used to be 
among the most attractive of all the performers. 
In some parts of the neighbouring streets, a few 
swings and whirligigs are erected; and numerous 

* The twelfth day of Rabee'll el-Ow'wal is also the anniver- 
sary of the death of Mohham'mad. It is remarkable that his 
birth and death are both related to have happened on the 
same da^ of the same month, and on the same day of the 
week, namely, Monday. 
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stalls for the sale of sweetmeats, &c. Sometimes, 
rope-dancers, who are gipsies, perform at this festival ; 
but there are none this year. ^L'^IS^' ^^ streets 
abovejnffntiinnpri arr lighteil^S^^li^mKlIwKic^^ 
are mostly hvrny in lanter ns.^VQQd£l JRttmbxs, of 
»hQps and stalls, stocked with eatables, chiefly sweet- 
jncate , are open during almost the whole oi th e 
^iffht; and so also are the coftee-shops; at some 
ot Wh ich^ as well as in other places^ Sha ^ ers or 
Mohna d^ dits amuse whoever chooses to stop, ana 
listen W ttieif redtaJ ionsr nEveryliiig£t, an hour 
or more after midnight, processions of durwee'shes 
pasi^ through this quarter : instead of bearing flags, 
tm they do Iti the day, they carry long staves, with 
n number of lamps attached to them, at the upper 
pari, and called men' warn. The procession of a com- 
pany of durwee'shes, whether by day, with flags, or 
by night, with men'wars, is called the procession of 
the isha'rah of the sect; that is, of the banner; or, 
rather, the term *^ isha'rah " is appUed to the pro- 
l^ession itcelf. These durwee'shes are mostly persons 
of ^ lower orders; and have no distinguishing 
drecM ; the greater number wear an ordinary turban ; 
and some of them* merely a turboo'sh, or a padded 
tnr felt cap ; and modt of them wear the common blue 
Inien or cotton, or brown woollen, shirt ; the dress 
wbidi they wear on other occasions* at their daily 
work^ vt kt their shops* 

On the last two nights, the festival is more nume- 
rously attended than on the preceding nights ; and 
the attractions are greater. I shall describe what 
i have just witnessed on the former of these nights. 
This being the eleventh night of the lunar month, 
the moon was high, and enlivened the scenes of fes- 
tivity. I passed on to a street called Soo'ck £l-BeV* 

* Like tbat fepicsented in page 203 of the formic voliune 
of this work. 
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ree, on the south of the Birlcet el-Ezbekee'yeh, to 
witness what I was informed would be the best of 
the zikrs that were to be performed. The streets 
through w^iich I pa^ed were crowded: an^ perspy^jT 
were here allowed^, oji , this, occasi on,^ ^ t^_ abouj^ 
WtfKoiit lanterns. As is usually the^ case a.r'night^ 
there were scarcely^ahy women among the p ass^ i- 
gers. At the scene of the zikr ia.the-S w ct El-Bek^- 
fee, which was more crowded -than ansLQt her plac e; 
was suspended a very large ne^efeh (a chandelier, or 
rather a number of chandeliers, chiefly of glass, one 
below another, placed in such a manner that they all 
appeared but one), containing about two or t^ir ee 
hundred ckandeefls (or'^mall'passlam ps'^i: /ki55 nd 
"tWs^ere many lanterns of wood ; efu^h havi]QgS|g|gBd 
cEiidee'ls hanging through the Xbttooaju- . . j ^^ 
fights were not hung merely in honour .oLihilKo- 
phet: they were near a za'wiyeh (or small mosqi^) 
in which is buried the sheykh Durwee'sh+ 
maVee ; and this night was his Moo'lid. A zikr is 
performed here every Friday-night (or what toe call 
Thursday-night) ; but not with so much disgkjj^as on^ 
the present occasion. T^'Hserved inSy[j6^§fian^ 
t>l^k' turbans here ; and having seen scarcely any 
^Tsewhere this night, and heard the frequent cry of 
" A^^in of salt in the eye of him wh o doth n ot 
bless Hie Prophet,*' ejaculated by the seller^ o£jS9£etr~ 
meats, &c., which seemed to show thal.Chd$tii9ng 
and Jews were at least in danger of being. insulted^ 
"at a time when the zeal of the Mooslims was un- 
usually excited, I asked the reason why so many 
Copts should be congregated at the scene of this 
zikr : I was answered, th»t a Copt, who had become 
a Mooslim, voluntarily paid all the expenses of this 
Moolid of the sheykh Durwee'sh. This sheykh was 

* Represented in page 208 of the former volume, 
f This was his name ; not a title. 
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very much revered : he was disordered in mind, or 
imitated the acts of a madman ; often taking bread, 
and other eatables, and stamping upon them; or 
tbrowing them into dirt; and doing many other 
things directly forbidden by his religion : yet was he 
esteemed an eminent saint ; for such acts, as I have 
remarked on a former occasion, are considered the 
results of the soul's being absorbed in devotion. He 
died about eight years ago. 

The zikkedrs (or performers of the zikr), who 
were about thirty in number, sat, ross-legged, upon 
matting extended close to the houses on one side of 
the street, in the form of an oblong ring. Within 
this ring, along the middle of the matting, were 
placed three very large wax-candles ; each about four 
feet high, and stuck in a low candlestick. Most of 
the zikkee'rs were Ahh'med'ee durwee'shes, persons 
of the lower orders, and meanly dressed : many of 
them wore green turbans. At one end of the ring 
were four moon! skids (or singers of poetry), and with 
them was a player on the kind of flute called ndfy. 
I procured a small seat of palm-sticks from a coffee- 
shop close by, and, by means of a little pushing, and 
the assistance of my servant, obtained a place with 
the moon'shids, and sat there to hear a complete act, 
or meg'lisy of the zikr ; which I shall describe as 
completely as I can, to convey a notion of the kind 
of zikr most common and most approved in Cairo. 
It commenced at about three o'clock (or three hours 
after sunset) ; and continued two hours. 

The performers began by reciting the Fa't'hhah, 
altogether; their sheykh or chief first exclaiming, 
" El-Fa't'hhah !'* They then chanted the following 
words. '* O God, favour our lord Mohham'mad 
among the former generations ; and favour our lord 
Mohham'mad among the latter generations ; and 
favour our lord Mohham'mad in every time and 
period; and favour our lord Moham'mad in the 
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highest degree, onto the day of judgment; and 
favour a]l the ]Nrophets and apostles among the inha- 
bitants of the heavens and of the earth ; and may 
God, w^hose name be blessed and exahed, be well 
pleased vriih our lords and our masters, those per* 
sons of illustrious estimation, Ab'oo Bekr and 'Om'ar 
and 'Osma'n and 'Al'ee, and with all the favourites 
of God. God is oui sufficiency ; and excellent is 
the Guardian. There is no strength nor power but 
in God, the High, the Great ! O God ! O our Lord ! 
O thou liberal of pardon 1 O thou most bountiful of 
the most bountiful ! OGod! Amen!" They were 
then silent for three or four minutes ; and again re- 
cited the Fa't'hhah ; but silently. This form of pre- 
facing the zikr is commonly used by almost all orders 
of durwee'shes in Egypt. It is called istifta'hh ez- 
zikr* 

Afler this preface, the performers began the zikr. 
Sitting in the manner above described, they chanted, 
in slow measure, ^^ La! ila^ha U'la-lla'h!* ("There is 
no deity but God ") to the following air. 




fejOffe^ 
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bowing the head and body twice in each repetition 
of '* La' ila'ha il'la-lla'h." Thus they continued about 
a quarter of an hour ; and then, for about the same 
space of time, they repeated the same words to the. 
same air, but in a quicker measure, and with corre- 
spondingly quicker motions. In the meantime, the 
moon'shids frequently sang, to the same, or a varia- 
tion of the same, air, portions of a ckasetfdeh^ or of a 
fnoowesh'shahh ; an ode of a similar nature to the 
Song of Solomon, generally alluding to the Prophet 
as the object of love and praise. 

I shall here give a translation of one of these moo- 
wesh'shahhs, which are very numerous, as a speci- 
men of their style, from a book containing a number 
of these poems, which I have purchased during the 
present Moo'lid, from a durwee'sh who presides at 
many zikrs. He pointed out the following poem as 
one of those most common at zikrs, and as one 
which was sung at the zikr which I have begun to 
describe, I translate it verse for verse ; and imitate 
the measure and system of rhyme of the original, with 
this difference only, that the first, third, and filth 
lines of each stanza rhyme with each other in tlie 
original, but not in my translation. 

" With love my heart is troubled ; 

And mine eye-lid hiud'reth sleep : 
My vitals are disseverM ; 

While with streaming tears I weep. 
My union seems far distant : 

Will my love e'er meet mine eye ? 
Alas ! Did not estrangement 

Draw my tears, I would not sigh. 

" By dreary nights I*m wasted: 

Absence makes my hope expire : 
My tears, like pearls, are dropping ; 

And my heart is wrapt in fire. 
Whose is like my condition ? 

Scarcely know I remedy. 
Alas ! Did not estrangement 

Draw my tears, I would not sigh* 
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" O turtle-duve ! acquaint me 

Wherefore thus dost thou lament P 
Art thou su 8tung by absence P 

Of thy wings depriv'd, and pent ? 
He saith, ' Our griefs are equil: 

Worn away with love, I he.' 
Alas ! Did not estrangement 

Draw my tears, I would not sigh. 

*' O First and Everlasting I 

Show thy favour yet to me ; 
Thy slave, Ahh'raad El-Kek'ree ♦,» 

Hath no Lord excepting Thee. 
By Ta'-Ha't, the great Prophet ! 

Do thou not his wish deny. 
Alas ! Did not estrangement 

Draw my tears, I would not sigh.'' 

I must translate a few more lines, to show more 
strongly the similarity of these songs to that of Solo- 
mon; and lest it should be thought that I have 
varied the expressions, I shall not attempt to render 
them into verse. In the same collection of poems 
sung at zikrs is one which begins with these lines. 

«0 gazelle from among the gazelles of El-Yem'en! 
I am thy slave without cost : 
O thou small of age, and fresh of skin I 

thou who art scarce past the time of drinking milk !" 

In the first of these verses, we have a comparison 
exactly agreeing with that in the concluding verse of 
Solomon's Song ; for the word which, in our Bible, 
is translated a " roe '* is used in Arabic as synony- 
mous with gkazafl (or a gazelle) ; and the mountains 
of El-Yem'en are ** the mountains of spices." — This 
poem ends with the following lines. 

** The phantom of thy form visited me in my slumber : 

1 said, *0 phantom of slumber ! who sent thee ?' 
He said, * He sent me whom thou knowest j 

He whose love occupies thee.' 

* The author of the poem. The singer sometimes puts his 
own name in the place of this. 

f Ta'-Ha' (as 1 have mentioned on a former occasion) is ■ 
name of the Arabian Prophet. 
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The beloved of ny heart visited me in the datkness of 

night: 
X stood, to show him honour, until he sat down. 
I said, * O thou my petition, and all my desire 1 
Host thou come at midnight, and not feared the watchmen ?' 
He said to me < I feared ; but, however, love 
Had taken from me my soul and my breath,' *' 

Compare the above with the second and five fol- 
lowing verses of the fifth chapter of Solomon's Song. 
— Finding thslft songs of this description are extremely 
numerous, and almost the only poems sung at zikrs; 
that they are composed for this purpose, and intended 
only to have a spiritual sense (though certainly not 
understood in such a sense by the generality of the 
vulgar*) ; I cannot entertain any doubt as to the 
design of Solomon's Song. The specimens which I 
have just given of the religious love-songs of the 
Moos'lims have not been selected in preference to 
others as most agreeing with that of Solomon ; but 
as being in frequent use ; and the former of the two, 
as having been sung at the zikr which I have begun 
to describe. I must now resume the description of 
that zikr. 

At frequent intervals (as is customary in other 
zikrs), one of the moon'shids sang out the word 
medfed*; accenting each syllable. " Med'ed " signi- 
fies, when thus used, spiritual or supernatural aid, 
and implies an invocation for such aid. 

The zikkee'rs, after having performed as above 
described, next repeated the same words to a different 
air, for about the same length of time ; first, very 
slowly ; then, quickly. The air was as follows : 

* As a proof of this, I may mention, that, since the above 
was written, I have found the last six of the lines here trans- 
lated, with some slight alterations, inserted as a common love- 
sonf^ in a portion of the Thousand and One Nights printed 
»t Calcutta (vol. i., p. 425). 



198 



MODERN EGYPTIANS. 




fe^i 



s 




la' - h. 



La' i . la' ha Ula - L- 




la' . h. La' i - la' . ha ilia - 1 - laOi. 



Then they repeated these "words again, to the fol- 
lowing air, in the same manner : 




laOi. 



La'i- la' ha illa-1 - laTi. 



They next rose, and, standing in the same ordec 
in which they had been sitting, repeated the same 
words to another air. During this stage of their per 
formance, they were joined by a tall, well-dressed, 
black slave, whose appearance induced me to inquire 
who he was : I was informed that he was a eunuch, 
belonging to the Ba'sha. The zikkee'rs, still stand- 
ing, next repeated the same words in a very deep and 
hoarse tone ; laying the principal emphasis upon the 
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word Ld' and the first syllable of the last word (At- 
lah) ; and uttering, apparently, with a considerable 
efibrt : the sound much resembled that which is pro- 
duced by beating the rim of a tambourine. Each 
zikkee'r turned his head alternately to the right and 
left at each repetition of '* La' ila'ha iria-1'lah." The 
eunucji above mentioned, during this part of the 
zikr, became what is termed melboi/sy or possessed. 
Throwing his arms about, and looking up, with a 
very wild expression of countenance, he exclaimed, in 
a very high tone, and with great vehemence and 
rapidity, "Al'lah! Al'lah! Al'lah! Al'lahl AlVh ! 
la' la la' la' la' la' la' la' la la' la' la' la'hl Ya' 'am'- 
mee* ! Ya' 'am'mee ! Ya' *am'mee Ashma'wee ! Ya' 
Ashma'wee ! Ya' Ashma'wee ! Ya' Ashma'wee ! " 
His voice gradually became faint ; and when he had 
uttered these words, though he was held by a dur- 
wee'sh who was next him, he fell on the ground, 
foaming at the mouth, his eyes closed, his limbs con- 
vulsed, and his fingers clenched over his thumbs. 
It was an epileptic fit : no one could see it, and 
believe it to be the effect of feigned emotions : it 
was undo\ibtedly the result of a high state of reli- 
gious excitement. Nobody seemed surprised at it; 
for occurrences of this kind at zikrs are not un- 
common. All the performers now appeared much 
excited ; repeating their ejaculations with greater ra- 
pidity, violently turning their heads, and sinking the 
whole body at the same time : some of them jump- 
ing. The eunuch became melboo's again, several 
times; and I generally remarked that his tits liap- 
pened after one of the moon'shids had sung a line 
or two, and exerted himself more than usually to 
excite his hearers: the singing was, indeed, to my 
taste, very pleasing. Towards the close of the zikr, 

* « Ya' 'am'mee l" sigaiaes << O my uncle I" 
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a private soldier, who had joined throughout the whole 
peiformance, also seemed, several times, to be mel- 
dog's ; growling in a horrible manner, and violently 
shaking his head from side to side. The contrast 
presented by the vehement and distressing exertions 
of the performers at the close of the zikr, and their 
calm gravity and solemnity of manner at the com- 
mencement, was particularly striking. Money was 
collected during the performance, for the moon - 
shids*. The zikkee'rs receive no pay. 

An isha'rah passed during the meg'lis of the zikr 
above described. This zikr continues all night, until 
the morning call to prayer : the performers only rest- 
ing between each meg^lis ; generally taking coiiee, 
and some of them smoking. 

It was midnight before I turned from this place 
to the Bir'ket El-£zbekee^yeh. Here, the moonlight 
and the lamps together produced a singular effect : 
several of the lamps of the cka'im, of the sa'ree, and 
of the tents, had, however, become extinguished ; 
and many persons were lying asleep upon the bare 
ground, taking their night's rest. The zikr of the 
durwee'shes round the sa'ree had terminated : I 
shall therefore describe this hereafter from my obser- 
vation of it on the next night. Afler having wit- 
nessed several zikrs in the tents, I returned to my 
house to sleep. 

On the following day (that immediately preced- 
ing what is properly called the night of the Moo'lid), 
I went again to the Ezbekee'yeh, about an hour be- 
fore noon ; but there were not many persons collected 
there at that time; nor was there much to amuse 
them : I saw only two or three conjurors and buf- 
foons and sha'ers ; each of whom had collected a 

* Few of the spectators, or hearers, gave more than ten 
fud'dahs ; and those of the poorer classes gave nothing, and 
indeed were not solicited. 
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small ring of spectators and hearers. The concourse, 
lioi«rever, gradually increased ; for a very remarkable 
spectacle was to be witnessed ; a sight which, every 
year, on this day, attracts a multitude of wondering 
beboiders. This is called the Dcfseh^ or Treading. 
I shall now describe it. 

The sheykh of the Saadee'yeh durwee'shes (the 
seyd Mohham'mad El-Menzela'wee),who is khatee'b 
(or preacher) of the mosque of the Hhasane/n, after 
having, as they say, passed a part of the last night 
in solitude, repeating certain prayers and secret invo- 
cations and passages from the Ckoor-a'n, repaired 
this day (being Friday) to the mosque above men- 
tioned, to perform his accustomed duty. The noon- 
prayers and preaching being concluded, he rode thence 
to the house of the Sheykh El-Bek'ree, who presides 
over all the orders of durwee'shes in Egypt. This 
house is on the southern side of the Bii'ket El- 
Ezbekee'yeh, next to that which stands at the south- 
western angle. On his way from the mosque, he 
was joined by numerous parties of Sa'adee dur- 
wee'shes from different districts of the metropolis : the 
members from each district bearing a pair of flags. 
The sheykh is an old, grey-bearded man, of an in- 
telligent and amiable countenance, and fair com- 
plexion. He wore, this day, a white ben'ish, and 
a white cka'oo'ck (or padded cap, covered with cloth), 
having a turban composed of muslin of a very deep 
olive-colour, scarcely to be distinguished from black, 
with a strip of white muslin bound obliquely across 
the front. The horse upon which he rode was one 
of moderate height and weight ; my reason for men- 
tioning this will presently be seen. The sheykh 
euter^ the Bii'ket EUEzbekee'yeh preceded by a 
very numerous procession of the durwee'shes of 
whom he is the chief. In the way through this 
place, the procession stopped at a short distance be- 
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fore the house of the Sheykh £1-Bek'ree. Here, a 
considerable number of the durwee'shes and others 
(I am sure that there were more than sixty, but I 
could not count their number*) laid themselves 
down upon the ground, side by side, as close as pos- 
sible to each other, having their backs upwards, their 
legs extended, and their arms placed together be- 
neath their foreheads. They incessantly muttered 
the word Al'lah ! About twelve or more durwee'shes, 
most without their shoes, then ran over the backs 
of their prostrate coiDpanions ; some, beating hclze»^ 
or little drums, of a hemispherical form, held in 
the left hand ; and exclaiming Al'lah ! and then 
the sheykh approached: his horse hesitated, for 
several minutes, to step upon the back of the first of 
the prostrate men ; but being pulled, and urged on 
behind, he at length stepped upon him ; and then, 
without apparent fear, ambled, with a high pace, over 
them all, led by two persons, who ran over tlie pros- 
trate men ; one sometimes treading on the feet ; and 
the other, on the heads. The spectators immediately 
raised a long cry of " AKla'h la' la' la la' la'h ! " Not 
one of the men thus trampled upon by the horse 
seemed to be hurt ; but each, the moment that the 
animal had passed over him, jumped up, and followed 
the sheykh. Each of them received two treads from 
the horse; one from one of his fore-legs, and a 
second from a hind-leg. It is said that these per- 
sons, as well as (he sheykh, make use of certain 
words t (that is, repeat prayers and invocations) on 
the day ])receding this performance, to enable them 
to endure, without injury, the tread of the horse ; 

* I believe theie were double this number: for I think I 
may safely say that I saw as many as double on a subsequent 
occasion at the festival of the Meara'g, which will hereaiter be 
described. 

f Yeittfameloo a^ma. 
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and thai some not thus prepared, having the temerity 
to lie down to be rode over, have, on more than one 
occasion, been either killed or severely injured. The 
performance is considered as a miracle effected 
through supernatural power which has been granted 
to every successive sheykh of the Saadee'yeh*. 
Some persons assert that the horse is unshod for the 
occasion; but I thought I could perceive that this 
was not ihe case. They say also, that the animal ia 
trained for the purpose : but, if so, this would only 
account for the least surprising of the circumstances ; 
I mean, for the fact of the horse being made to 
tread on human beings ; an act from which, it is well 
known, that animal is very averse. The present 
sheykh of the Saadee'yeh refused, for several years, 
to perform the Do'seh. By much intreaty, he was 
prevailed upon to empower another person to do it. 
This person, a blind man, did it successfully; but 
soon afler died ; and the sheykh of the Saadee'yeh 
then yielded to the request of his durwee'shes ; and 
has since always performed the Do^seh himself. 

After the sheykh had accomplished this extraordi- 
nary performance, without the slightest appearance of 
any untoward accident, he rode into the warden, and 
entered the house, of the Sheykh El-Bek'ree, accom- 
panied by only a few durwee'shes. On my present- 
ing myself at the door, a servant admitted me ; and 
I joined the assembly within. The sheykh, having 
dismounted, seated himself on a segga'deh spread 
upon the pavement against the end- wall of a tukhta- 
bo'sh (or wide recess) of the court of the house. He 
sat with bended back, and down-cast countenance, 
and tears in his eyes ; muttering almost incessantly. 
I slood almost close to him. Eight other persons 

* It is said that the second sheykh of the Saadee'yeh 
(the immediate successor of the founder of the order) rode over 
neaps of glass bottles^ without breaking any of them I 
^OL. 11. N 
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sat with him. The durwee'shes who had entered with 
him, who were about twenty in number, stood in the 
form of a Bemicircle before him, upon some matting 
placed for them ; and around them were about fifty 
or sixty other persons. Six durwee'shes, advanctDg 
towards him, about two yards, from the semicircle, 
commenced a zikr ; each of them exclaiming^, at the 
same time, ''Allafhoo hheiir ("God is living!"), 
and, at each exclamation, beatinp^, with a kind of 
small and short leather strap, a 6erz, which he held, 
by a boss at the bottom, in his lefl hand. This 
they did for only a few minutes. A black slave then 
became mellxK/s ; and rushed into the midst of the 
durwee'shes ; throwing his arms about ; and exclaim- 
ing, ** Al'la'h la' la' la' la' la'h !" A person heW him, 
and he soon setfmed to recover. The durwee'shes, 
altogether, standing as first described, in the form 
of a semicircle, then performed a second zikr; each 
alternate zikkee'r exclaiming, ** AUa'hoo hke^I" 
C* God is living !") ; and the others, « IV hhc^r 
(*' O thou living!"), and all of them bowing at each 
exclamation, akernately to the right and left. This 
they continued for about ten minutes. Then, for 
about the same space of time, in the same man- 
ner, and with the same motions, they exclainied, 
''Daltmr C* Everlasting !'') and, " Ya' Da!imr 
(" O Everlasting !''). 1 felt an irresistible impulse 
to try if 1 could do the same without being noticed 
as an intruder ; and accordingly joined the semicircle, 
and united in the performance; in which I succeeded 
well enough not to attract observation ; but 1 worked 
myself into a most uncomfortable heat. — After the 
zikr just described, a person began to chant a portion 
of the Ckoor-a'n : but the zikr was soon resumed ; 
and continued for about a quarter of an hour. Most 
of the durwee'shes there present then kissed the hand 
pf the sheykh ; and he retired to an upper apartment 
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It used to be a custom of some of the Saadee'yeh, 
on this occasion, after the Dc/seh, to perform their 
celebrated feat of eating live serpents, before a select 
assembly, in the house of the Sheykh £i-Bek'ree : 
but their present sheykh has lately put a stop to this 
practice in the metropolis ; justly declaring it to be 
disgusting, and contrary to the religion, which in- 
cludes serpents among tiiie creatures that are unfit to 
be eaten. Serpents and scorpions were not unfre- 
quently eaten by Sa'adees during my former visit to 
this country. The former were deprived of their 
poisonous teeth, or rendered harmless by having their 
upper and lower lips bored, and tied together on each 
Bide wiih a silk string, to prevent their biting; and 
sometimes, those which were merely carried in pro- 
cessions had two silver rings put in place of the silk 
strings. Whenever a Sa'adee ate the flesh of a live 
serpent, he was, or affected to be, excited to do so 
by a kind of frenzy. He pressed very hard, with the 
end of his thumb, upon the reptile's back, as he 
grasped it, at a point about two inches from the head ; 
and all that he ate of it was the head and the part 
between it and the point where his thumb pressed; 
of which he made three or four mouthfuls : the rest 
he threw away. — Serpents, however, are not always 
handled with impunity even by Sa'adees. A few 
years ago, a durwee^sh of this sect, who was called 
*' el-Feel'' (or the Elephant), from his bulky and 
muscular form, and great strength, and who was the 
most famous serpent-eater of his time, and almost of 
any age, having a desire to rear a serpent of a very 
venomous kind which his boy had brought him 
among others that he had collected in the desert, 
put this reptile into a basket, and kept it for several 
days without food, to weaken it: he then put his 
hand into the basket, to take it out, for the mrpose 
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of extracting its teeth ; but it immediately bit his 
thumb : he called out for help : there were, however, 
none but women in the house ; and they feared to 
come to him ; so that many minutes elapsed before 
he could obtain assistance: his whole arm was then 
found to be swollen and black ; and he died after a 
few hours. 

No other ceremonies worthy of notice were per- 
formed on the day of the Do'seh. The absence of 
the Ghawa'zee rendered the festival less merry than 
it used to be. 

In the ensuing ni^ht, that whirii is properly called 
the night of the Moolid, 1 went again to the principal 
scene of the festival. Here I witnessed a zikr per- 
formed by a ring of about sixty durwee'shes round 
the aaJree, The moon was sufhcient, without the 
lamps, to light up the scene. The durwee'shes who 
formed the ring round the sa'ree were of various 
orders ; but the zikr which they performed was of a 
kind usual only among the order of the Bei'yoo^- 
mee'yeh. In one act of this zikr, the performers 
exclaimed, ^'Ya' AVldhr ("O God!"); and, at 
each exclamation, first bowed their heads, crossing 
their hands at the same time before their breasts ; 
then raised their heads, and clapped their hands to- 
gether before their faces. The interior of the ring 
was crowded with persons sitting on the ground. The 
zikkee'rs continued as above described about half an 
hour. Next, they formed companies of five or six 
or more together ; but still in the form of a large 
ring. The persons in these several companies held 
together ; each (with the exception of the foremost 
in the group) placing his left arm behind the back 
of the one on his left side, and the hand upon the lefl 
shoulder of the latter : all facing the spectators out- 
side ^ ring. They exclaimed ^'AUlahr in an 
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excessively de^ and hoarse voice * ; and at each 
exclamation took a step, one time forwards, and the 
next time backwards ; but each advancing a little to 
his left at every forward step ; so that the whole ring 
revolved ; though very slowly. Each of the zikkee^rs 
held out his right hand, to salute the spectators out- 
side the ring ; most of whom, if near enough, grasped, 
and sometimes kissed, each extended hand as it came 
before them. — Whenever a zikr is performed round 
the sa'ree, those in the tents cease* I saw one other 
zikr this night ; a repetition of that of the preceding 
night in the Soo'ck El-Bek'ree. Tliere was nothing 
else to attract spectators or hearersi excepting the 
reciters of romances* — The festival terminated at the 
morning-cali to prayer ; and all the zikrs except that 
in the Soo^ck £1-Bek'ree, ceased about three hours 
after midnight. In the course of the following day, 
the cka'im, sa'ree^ tents, &c., were removed. 

* Performers of zikrs of this kind have been called^ by 
various traveller s^ ** barkiug, or howling, derviaes." 
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Chapter XII. 

Periodical Public Festivals, &c,-^continued. 

It might seem unnecessary to continue a detailed 
account of the periodical public festivals and other 
anniversaries celebrated in Egypt, were it not that 
many of the customs witnessed on these occasions 
are every year falling into disuse, and have never, 
hitherto, been fully and correctly described. Hoping 
that this apology will be accepted, I proceed. 

During a fortnight in the month of Rabee'a et- 
To! nee (the fourth month), the mosque of the Hha- 
saney'n is the scene of a festival called Mot/lid 
El'Hhasanej/n^ celebrated in honour of the larth of 
El-Hhosey'n, whose head, as I have before men- 
tioned, is said to be there buried. This MooTid is 
the most famous of all those celebrated in Cairo, 
excepting that of the Prophet. The grand day of 
the Moo'lid El-Hhasaney'n is always a Tuesday; 
and the night which is properly called that of the 
Moo'lid is the one immediately ensuing, which is 
termed that of Wednesday : this is generally about 
five or six weeks after the Moo'lid en-NeVee ; and 
concludes the festival. This present year (I am 
writing at the time of the festival which I here de- 
scribe, in the year of the Flight 1250, a. d. 1834), 
the eve of the 21st of the month having been fixed 
upon as the night of the Moolid, the festival began 
on the eve of the 7th. On the two evenings pre- 
ceding the eve of the 7th, the mosque was lighted 
with a few move lamps than is usual ; and this is 
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customary in other years ; but these two nights are 
not distinguished like those which follow. 

On each of the fourteen great nights before men- 
tioned, the mosque is illuminated with a great number 
of lamps, and many wax candles; some of which 
latter are five or six feet high, and very thick. This 
illumination is made, on the first night, by the na'zir 
(or warden) of the mosque, from the funds of the 
mosque: on the second night, by the governor of 
the metropolis (at present Hhabeeb EfenMee) : on 
the following nights, by the sheykhs of certain orders 
of durwee'shes ; by some of the higher officers of the 
mosque ; and by wealthy individuals. On each of » 
these nigh ts, those shops at which eatables, sherbet, 
&c. a re sold^ ai'~weTl as the coBee-sKops, in the 
neighbourhood of the mosque, anH leven many of 
^&g In other quarters, remain open imtil near morn- 
J hgTa nd the streets in the vicinity of the mosque are 
throng ed' with persons lounging about, or listening 
to musicia ns, singers, and reciters of romances^ Th^ 
mosque is also~geiieraUy crowHecT. Here we find, 
Tn one part of the great portico, a company of per- 
sons sitting on the floor in two rows, facing each 
other, and reading, altogether, certain chapters of the 
Ckoor-a'n. This is called a mucVra, Sometimes 
there are several groups thus employed. In another 
place, we find a similar group reading, from a book 
called " Dela'il el-Kheyra't,*' invocations of blessing 
on the Prophet. Again, in other places, we find a 
group of persons reciting particular forms of prayer ; 
and another, or others, performing a zikr, or zikrs. 
Winding about among these groups (whose devo- 
tional exercises are performed for the sake of El- 
Hhose/n), or sitting upon the matting, are those 
other visitors whom piety, or curiosity, or the love 
of amusement, brings to this venerated sanctuary. 
There is generally an assembly of durwee'shes or. 
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others In the saloon of the tomb (which is covered by 
the great dome, and is called the ckooi/beh) reciting 
forms of prayer, &c. ; and the visitors usually enter 
the saloon, to perform the ceremonies of reciting- the 
FaVhhah, and circuiting the shrrne ; but the most 
frequented part is the great portico ; where the zikrs, 
and most of the other ceremonies are performed. 
Every night during: this festival, we see Isha^rahs , 

QLl^.g4s?^Qiis of j^^i^^^ row, §fiClS> 

gassin g through the street s to the HhasaneVn, pre - 
ceded by two or more men with d rums , and g enerall y 
with^ hautboys, and sometimes with cymbals also; 
accompamed by bearers of mesh"als; and usually 
having one or more lanterns. They collect their 
party on their way, at their respective houses. When- 
ever they pass by the tomb of a saint, their music 
ceases for a short time, and they recite the Fa't'hhah, 
or a form of blessing on the Prophet, similar to that 
preparatory to the zikr, which I have translated in 
my account of the Moc/lid of the Prophet. They 
do this without stopping. Arriving at the mosque, 
they enter; some of them with candles; visit the 
shrine ; and go away ; with the exception of their 
sheykh and a few others, who sometimes remain in 
the ckooVbeh, and join in reciting prayers, Ac. 

One of the nights which offer most attractions is 
that of the Friday (that is, preceding the Friday) 
next before the night of the Moo^lid. It is the night 
of the sheykh El-Go'heree, a person of wealth, who 
illuminates the mosque on this occasion with an un- 
usual profusion of lights. On this night, I went to 
the mosque about two hours after sunset; before 
any of the ceremonies had commenced. The nearer 
I approached the building the more crowded did I 
find the streets. In one place, were musicians : be- 
fore a large coffee-shop, were two Greek dancing- 
boys, or ginkj elegant but effeminate iu appearance, 
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witli flowing hair, performing to the accompaniment 
of mandolines played by two of their countrymen ; 
and a crowd of admiring Turks, with a few Egyp- 
tians, surrounding them. They performed there also 
the evening before ; and, I was told, became so im- 
pudent from the patronage they received as to make 
an open seizure of a basket of grapes in the street. 

On entering the mosque, I found it far more 
crowded than usual ; more so than on the preceding 
nights ; but the lights were scarcely more numerous 
than are sometimes seen in an English church; and 
the chandeliers and lamps, of the most common kind. 
A loud and confused din resounded through the great 
portico ; and there was nothing as yet to be seen or 
heard, and indeed little aflerwards, that seemed suited 
to a religious festival. A great number of Turks, 
aud some persons of my own acquaintance, were 
among the visitors. I first sat down to rest with one 
of my friends, a bookseller, and several of his fellow- 
durwee'shes, who were about to perform a zikr, at 
which he was to preside. I was treated by them 
with coffee ; for which I had to pay by giving the 
moon'sliids a piaster. Soon after they lutd begun 
their zikr, which was similar to the first which I have 
described in the account of the Moo'lid of the Prophet, 
I got up to visit the shrine, and to saunter about. 
Having paid my visit, I returned from the saloon of the 
tomb ; in which was a large assembly of durwee'shes 
reciting prayers, sitting in the form of a square, 
as large as the saloon would admit, with the excep- 
tion of that part which contained the shrine. On 
re-entering the great portico, I perceived a great dis- 
turbance ; numbers of persons were pressing to one 
point, at a little distance from me ; and I heard a 
man crying out, " Nusra'nee ! Ka'fir !" (" A Chris- 
tian! an Infidel!")* Concluding that one of the 
visitors had been discovered to be a Christian, I ex- 



f 



214 MODERN EGYPTIANS. 

pected a great uproar; but on asking one of the 
bystanders what had occurred, I was told that these 
words were only used as terms of insult by one 
Moos'lim to another who had given him some offbnce'. 
An officer of the mosque came running from the 
ckoob'beh, with a staff in his tiand ; and soon re- 
stored order ; but whether he expelled both, or either, 
of the persons who occasioned the disturbance, I 
could not discover ; and I thought it prudent, in my 
case, to ask no further questions. By the entrance 
of the ckooVbeh was a party reading, in a very loud 
voice, and in concert, the Dela'ili before mentioned. 
After standing for a few minutes to hear them, 
though the confusion of their voices rendered it im- 
possible for me to distinguish many words that they 
uttered, I returned to the zikr which I had first 
attended. 

Shortly after, I heard the loud sounds of the tam- 
bourines of a party of 'Ee'sa'wee'yeh durwee'shes, 
whose performances constituted one of the chief at- 
tractions of the night, from the other end of the great 
portico. I imniediately rose, and went thither. My 
friend the bookseller, quitting his zikr, came afler me, 
and imprudently called out to me, '^ Efen'dee ! take 
care of your purse ! " In a minute, I felt my trowsers 
pulled, several times ; and afterwards I found a large 
hole in them, apparently cut with some sharp instru- 
ment, by a person in search of my pocket : for, when 
the mosque is crowded as it was on this occasion, it 
generally happens that some thieves enter even this 
most sacred building *. I had almost despaired of 

* Thefts are also sometimes committed in this mosque on 
other occasions ; as a friend of mine lately experienced. — 
** I went there/* said he, " to pray ; and, as I was stooping 
over the brink of the mey^da-ahj to perform the ablution, hav- 
ing placed my shoes beside me, and was saying, ' I purpose 
to perform the divine ordinance of the woodov,* somebody 
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getting near to the 'EeWwee'yeh, when my servant, 
whom I had taken thither to carry my shoes, called 
out to the persons around me, ** Do you know whom 
you are pushing ? " and instantly I found a way made 
for me. It was then about three houvs after sunset. 

Before I describe the performances of the '£eW- 
wee'yeh, I should mentk>n, that they are a class of 
durwee'shes of whom all, or almost all, are Mugh'- 
reVees, or Arabs of Northern Africa, to Che west of 
Egypt. They derive their appellation from the name 
of their first sheykh, 'Ee'sa, which is the Arabic name 
of Jesus, and not uncommon among Moos'lims, as 
they acknowledge and venerate the Messiah. Their 
performances are very extraordinary ; and one is par- 
ticularly remarkable. I was very anxious that tiiey 
should perform, this night, what i here allude to ; and 
I was not disappointed ; though I was told that they 
had not done it in Cairo for several years before. 

I found about twenty of these durwee'shes, va^ 
riously dressed, sitting upon the floor, close together, 
in the form of a ring, next to the front-wall of the 
building. Each of them, excepting two, was beating 
a large ta'r (or tambourine), rather more than a foot 
in width, and differing from the common ta'r in being 
without the tinkling pieces of metal which are at- 
tached to the hoop of the latter. One of the two 
persons mentioned as exceptions was beating a small 
ta'r of the common kind ; and the other, a halz^ or 
little kettle-drum. Before this ring of durwee'shes, 
a space rather larger than that which they occupied 
was left by the crowd tor other durwee'shes of the 
same order ; and soon after the former had begun to 
beat their tambourines, the latter, who were six in 
number, commenced a strange kind of dance ; some* 

behind me said to himself, < I purpose to take away this nice 
pair of shoes.' On looking round, I found an old woru-out 
pair of shoes pat in the place of my own, which were new." 
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iiines exclaiming ^^AVUhl"* and sometimes, ".4/'- 
l(^h Mowla'nat'* Q' God is our Lord!")- There was 
no regularity in their dancing ; but each seemed to 
be performing the antics of a madman ; now, moving 
his body up and down; the next moment, turning 
round ; then, using odd gesticulations with his arms ; 
next, jumping ; and sometimes, screaming : in short, 
if a stranger, observing them, were not told that they 
were performing a religious exercise, supposed to be 
the involuntary eflfect of enthusiastic excitement, he 
would certainly think that these dancing durwee'shes 
were merely striving to excel one another in playing 
the buflFoon : and the manner in which they were 
clad would conduce to impress him with this idea. 
One of them wore a ckufta'n without sleeves, and 
without a girdle; and had nothing on his head, 
which had not been shaved for about a week: 
another had a white cotton scull-cap, but was naked 
from the head to the waist; wearing nothing on his 
body but a pair of loose drawers. These two dur- 
wee'shes were the principal performers. The former 
of them, a dark, spare, middle-aged man, after having 
danced in his odd manner for a few minutes, and 
gradually become more wild and extravagant in 
his actions, rushed towards the ring formed by his 
brethren who were beating the ta'rs. In the middle 
of this ring was placed a small chafing-dish of tinned 
copper, ftill of red-hot charcoal. From this, the dur- 
wee'sh just mentioned seized a piece of live char- 
coal, which he put into his mouth ; then did the same 
with another, another, and another, until his mouth 
vras ftdl ; when he deliberately chewed these live 
coals, opening his mouth very wide every moment, to 
show its contents, which, after about thre* minutes, he 
swallowed ; and all this he did without evincing the 
slightest symptom of pain; appearing, during the 
operation and afler it, even more lively than befote. 
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The other durwee'sh before alluded to, as half-naked, 
displayed a remarkably fine and vigorous form ; and 
seemed to be in the prime of his age. After having 
danced not much longer than the former, his actions 
became so violent that one of his brethren held him ; 
but he released himself from his grasp ; and, rushing 
towards the chafing-dish, took out one of the largest 
live coals, and put it into his mouth. He kept his 
mouth wide open for about two minutes ; and during 
this period, each time that he inhaled, the large 
coal appeared of almost a white heat ; and when he 
exhaled, numerous sparks were blown out of his 
mouth. After this, he chewed and swallowed the 
coal; and then resumed his dancing. When their 
performance had lasted about half an hour, the dur- 
wee'shes paused to rest 

Before this pause, another party of the same sect 
had begun to perform, near the centre of the great 
portico. Of these, I now became a spectator. They 
had arranged themselves in the same order as the 
former party. The ring composed by those who 
beat the tambourines consisted of about the same 
number as in the other company ; but the dancers 
here were about twelve; sometimes less. One of 
them, a tall man, dressed in a dark woollen gown, 
and with a bare, shaven head, took from the chafing- 
dish, which was handed to the dancers as though it 
had been a dish of cakes or sweetmeats^ a large piece 
of brilliantly hot coal ; placed it between his teeth, and 
kept it so for a short time ; then drew it upon his 
tongue ; and, keeping his mouth wide open for, I 
think, more than two minutes, violently inhaled and 
exhaled, showing the inside of his mouth like a fur- 
nace, and breathing out sparks, as the former dur- 
wee'sh had done ; but with less appearance of excite- 
ment. Having chewed and swallowed the coal> he 
joined the ring of the tambourine-players; and sal 

YOL» lt» 
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almoet (dose to my feet. I narrowly watched his 
countenance ; but could not see the least indication 
of his suffering any pain. After I had witnessed these 
extraordinary performances for about an hour, both 
parties of durwee'shes stopped to rest; and as tliere 
was nothing more to see worthy of notice, I then 
quitted the mosque *. 

Sometimes, on this occasion, the 'Ee'sa'wee^yeh eat 
glass as well as fire. One of Ihem, the hha'gg Moh- 
ham'mad £s*Sela'wee, a man of gigantic stature, 
who was lamp-lighter in the mosque of the Hhasa- 
ney'n, and who died a few years ago, was one of the 
most famous of the eaters of fire and glass, and cele- 
brated for other perfonnances. Often, when he ap- 
peared to become highly excited, he used to spring 
up to the long bars, or rafters, of wood which extend 
across the arches above the columns of the mosque, 
and which are sixteen feet or more from the pave- 
ment ; and would run along them, from one to 
another : then, with his finger, wetted in his mouth, 
he would strike his arm, and cause blood to flow ; and 
by the same n^eans stanch the blood. 

The zikrs, during this festival, are continued all 
night. Many persons pass the night in the mosque, 
sleeping on the matting; and it oflen happens that 
thefts are committed there. On my return to my 
house after witnessing the performances of the '£e'- 
sa'wee'yeh, I found no fewer than eight lice on 
my clothing. 

On the following night there was nothing that I 
observed at all entertaining, unless it were this, that 
my officious friend the bookseller, who again pre- 
sided at a zikr, wishing to pass me off for a pious 
Moos'lim (or perhaps for the sake of doing a good 

♦ The performances of Richardson, described in Evelyn's 
Memdirs (pp. 375-6, 8vo. edition) appear to have surnassed 
tibiM «C th« durwo^'shcs hei« awatumed. 
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work), without having obtained my fHrevioas permis- 
sion, openly proposed to fomr fick'ees to peHbrm a 
recitation of the Ckoor-a'n (I mean, of the whole 
book, a kkutfmeh)y on my part, for the sake of seyd'- 
na* -1-Hhosey'n. As this is commonly done, on the 
occasion of this festival, by persons of the higher and 
middle orders, it would have excited suspicion if I 
had objected* It was therefore performed, in the 
afternoon and evening next following; each iickee 
reciting a portion of the book; and then another 
relieving him : it occupied about nine hours. After 
it was Lshed, I wJ mentioned, by n.y asaumed 
Oriental name, as the author of this pious work. The 
performers received a wax candle, some bread, and 
a piaster each. 

On Monday, the mats were removed, excepting a 
few, upon which groups of fick'ees, employed to 
recite the Ckoor-a'n^ seated themselves. Vast num- 
bers of persons resorted to the mosque this day ; both 
men and women : chiefly those who were desirous of 
obtaining a blessing by the visit, and disliked the still 
greater crowding and confusion of the following day, 
CT day of the Moo'lid. In the ensuing evening, the 
streets in the neighbourhood of the mosque were 
densely crowded; and, a little afler sunset, it was 
very difficult, in some parts, to pass. Numerous 
lamps were hung in these streets ; and many shops, 
open. 

This was also the night of theMpo'lid of thg 

famous Soo lta^n JE;^j-So[/eM,.ftf , the, iMfflftCOf EiyooLk. 
who is commonly believed to have been a wel'ee^aud^ 
said to have worn a dilcky ajid^ls .haye..eamed Jhis... 
subsistence by making baskets, &c., of palm-leaves 
{khoofs)y without drawing any money from the public 
WeaSiry for his own prfeuse;;: TO tomb, which 
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adjoins bis mosque, is i n the Nahh^hha^see^n (or 
marlcet of the sellers of copper- ware s), a part of^ the 

principal street of the f^itj-, nn{ fa r Frnm iViP; ^ ^ h5ijg?|. 

ney'n: This market was illuminated with many 
lamps. Most of the shops were op gtr \ and i iVeach 
of" these was a group of three or, fo ur or more pe r- 
sons sitting with the mastejr. The mosque and 
tomb of Es-Sa'lehh are much negKctM^ a nd falling ^^ 
to decay, notwithstanding the high veneration which 
the people of Cairo entertain for this prhice.. £)n my 
approaching the door of the tomb, I was surrounded 
by tihem'alees and sacVckas soliciting me to pay them 
to distribute the contents of an ibree'ck or a ckir'beh 
for the sake of Es-Sa'lehh. I entered the building 
with my shoes on (seeing that others did the same) ; 
but took them off at the threshold of the saloon of the 
tomb. This is a square hall, surmounted by a dome. 
In the centre is an oblong monument, over the 
grave, surrounded by a wooden railing. At the 
head of this railed enclosure (or mucksoo'rah) are 
four large wax candles ; and at the foot, three ; all 
of which are encased in plaster, and resemble round- 
topped stone pillars. They are coloured with broad, 
honzontal, red stripes, like the alternate courses of 
stone in the exterior walls of most mosques in Cairo. 
There probably were, originally, the same number at 
the foot, as at the head, of the mucksoo'rah; for 
there is a space which seems to have been occupied 
by one at the foot. These candles, it is said, were 
sent as a present, by a Tope, or by a Frank King, 
to Es-Sa'lehh, who, being a wel'ee, discovered, with- 
out inspecting them, that they were filled with gun- 
powder, and ordered them to be thus encased in 
plaster ; or, according to another account, they were 
sent as a present for the tomb, some years after the 
death of Es-Sa'lehh ; and he appeared to the guar- 
dian of his tomb in a dream, and informed htm 
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of the gunpowder-plot. The saloon of the tomb I 
found scantily lighted ; and having a yery ancient 
and neglected appearance. The pavement was un- 
covered. On my entering, two servants of the mosque 
took me to the foot of the mucksoo'rah, and one of 
them dictated to me the Fa't'hhah, and the form of 
prayer which I have mentioned in my account of the 
ceremonies of the day of 'A'shoora ; the other 
responding Amee!n ! {Amen f) : the former then de- 
sired me to recite the Fa't'hhs^, with them, a second 
time, and gave me five of the little balls of bread 
from the tomb of the seyd El-Bed'awee. They re- 
ceived, for this, half a piaster. Another servant 
opened the door of the mucksoo'rah, for me to enter : 
an honour which required that I should give him 
also a trifling present. 

From the lomb of £s-Sa'lehh, I proceeded to 
the Hhasane/n, through streets crowded to excess 
(though this was not the great night), and generally 
well lighted. There was but little difference between 
the scenes which the streets and the mosque of the 
Hhasaney'n presented : among the crowds in the 
mosque, I saw numbers of children ; and some or 
them were playing, running after each other, and 
shouting. There were numerous groups of fick'ees 
reciting the Ckoor-a'n ; and one small ring of dur- 
wee'shes, in the centre of the great portico, per- 
forming a zikr. I forced my way with difficulty into 
the ckoob'beh, and performed the circuit round the 
shrine. Here was a very numerous party reciting 
the Ckoor-a'n. Afler quitting the mosque, I spent 
about an hour and a half in a street, listening to a 
Sha"er. 
^< On the following day, the last and chief d^iy -of 
the festival, the mosque of the Hhasaney'n, arid. Its 
neighbour hood, were much more thronged than on 
^ days previous ; and in every soo'ck, and before 
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everjr we Wleli, and even before the doors o f moBt 
private Houses of the middTp ^'ififinff gTtpr filas a^s of 
Alooe^Iiins throughoutthe^ty, lamp s were hung*, to 

be lighted Jn tW onmiing tii^ht^ fhA fiiflr^t nf »>im 

Mpolid. The number of beggars in the streets this 
^ay, imploring alms fof'thBjsatac gf *t.Bfey( r»a"l-Hho- 
sey'n," was surprising^^tting ^fiat ^about an_ hour 
In the afternoon at a shop in th e ^ncipal street^T t 
was quite wearied with saying, '* * irod netp tbee I *^ 
"God sustain thee I*^&c. Almost allt he inhabitants 
of the metropolis seemed to be in the streets ;j«id 
almost all the Turks residing here -appeare d to Te 
congregated in the neighbourhood of the Hhasa- 
ney'n. Tliis was the grand day for visiting the 
shrine of El-Hhose/n : it is believed that the Pro- 
phet is present there all this day and the ensuing 
night, witnessing his followers' pious visits to his 
grandson. Yet most of the great people prefer going 
on the preceding day, or on any of the days of the 
festival but the last, on account of the excessive 
crowding on this day: I, however, went on this 
occasion for the very reason that deterred them. I 
entered the ckoob'beh a little before sunset; and 
was surprised to find a way made for me to advance 
easily to the shrine. A servant of the mosque placed 
me before the door of the mucksoo'rah ; dictated to 
me the same recitals as on the day of ' A'shoo^ra ; 
and gave me a handftil of the bread of the seyd 
£1-Bed'awee ; fourteen of the little balls into which 
it is formed. No sooner was this done than I was 
squeezed till I was almost breathless by applicants 
for presents. The man who had dictated the prayer 
to me asked me for his present (a piaster) ; another 
said, '' I have recited the chapter of Ya'-Seen for 
thee, O A'gha :*' a third, *• O Efen'dee, I am a ser- 
vant of the mucksoQ^rah :'' most of the others were 
common beggars. I saw now that the Turks had 
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^CKxl reason to prefer another day. The more im- 
portunate of those to whom nothing was due f<rikmed 
me through the crowd in the mosque ; and into the 
street : for I had given away all that I had in my 
pocket; and more than was customary. I was in- 
vited to seat myself on the mus'tul/ah of a shop 
opposite the mosque, to deliver myself from their 
jostling. In the mosque I saw nothing to remark 
but crowding and confusion, and swarms of beg- 
gars ; men, women, and children. — In the evening, 
tile mosque was still crowded to excess ; and no cere- 
monies were performed there but visiting the shrinet 
recitations of the Ckoor-a'n, and two or three zikis* 
1^ streets were thenmore. crowded tii^n evert titt. 
long^fter midnight ; and the illuminations gave them 
yvSfy gay appearance. The Go'hargee'yeh (or jew*- 
"ellers ba^a'r) was illuminated with a great profusion 
of cha ndeliers, and curtained over. The ma'd'nehs 
of the larger mosques were also illuminated. Many 
sHops were open, besides those at which eatables, 
^t)lfee, and sherbet, were sold ; and in some of them 
were seated fickees (two or more together) reciting 
khut'mehs (or the whole of the Ckoor-a'n). There 
'were Sha^'ers, Mohhad'dits, Musicians, and Singers, 
in various places, as on the former nights. 

In about the middle of Reg'eb* (the seventh 
month) is celebrated the Moolid of the sey^yideh 
Zey^neb^ the daughter of the Ima'm 'Al'ee, and 
grand-daughter of the Prophet ; always on the eve 
of a Wednesday. The festival generally commences 
two weeks before : the principd day is the last, or 
Tuesday. The scene of the festivities is the neigh- 
bourhood of the mosque in which the se/yideh is 
commonly believed to be buried; a gaudily orna- 

* About this time, the Tarkish pilgrims, on their way 
to Mek'keh, begin to amve in Egypt, 
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mented, but not very handsome building, in the 
south-western quarter of the metropolis. The sup- 
posed tomb, over which is an oblong monument, 
covered with embroidered silk, and surrounded by a 
bronze screen, with a wooden canopy, similar to 
those of El-Hhosey^n^ is in a small but lofty apart- 
ment of the mosque, crowned by a dome. Into this 
apartment, on the occasion of the Moo'lid, visitors are 
admitted, to pray, and perform their circuits round 
the monument. I have just been to visit it, on the 
last or great day of the festival. In a street near 
the mosque I saw several Reciters of Ab'oo Zeyd, 
Hha'wees, Ckoorada'tees, and Dancers; and a few 
swings and whirligigs. In the mosque, the prayer 
usual on such occasions, after the Fa't'hhah, was dic- 
tated to me ; and I received two of the little balls 
of the bread of the seyd £1-Bed'awee. The door of 
the sacred enclosure was open ; but I had been told 
that only women were allowed 'to enter; it being 
regarded in the same light as a hharee'm ; so I con- 
tented myself with making the circuit ; which, owing 
to the crowding of the visitors, and there being but a 
very narrow space between three sides of the bronze 
enclosure and the walls of the apartment, was rather 
difficult to accomplish. A respectable-looking woman, 
in a state which rendered it rather dangerous for her 
to be present in such a crowded place, cried out to 
me to make room for her with a coarseness of lan- 
guage common to Oriental females*. Many persons 
there begged me to employ them to recite a chapter 
of the Ckoor-a'n for the se/yideh ; urging the pro- 
posal with the prayer of " God give thee thy ilesiref! " 
for the visitors to the tombs or cenotaphs of saints 
generally have some special petition to offtr. lliere 

• Mvl texoack'^ne^sh ya' see' dee: but' nee melyu'n, 
t Al^lah yoobaHlighak mucksoo'dak. 
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was a group of bliad paupers sitting on the floor, 
and soliciting alms. The mats were removed 
throughout the mosque ; and only idle loungers 
were to be seen there. On going out, I was im- 
portuned by a number of hhem'alees and sack'ckas 
to give them money to distribute water for the sake 
of " the daughter of the Ima'm." It is customary 
to give a few fud'dahs to one or more servants of 
the mucksoo'rah ; and to a fick'ee, to recite a chapter ; 
and also to the beggars in the mosque ; and to one 
of the hhem'alees or sack'ckas. The chief ceremo- 
nies performed in the mosque in the evenings were 
zikrs. Each evening of the festival, durwee shes of 
one or more orders repaired thither. 

The night or eve of the twenty-seventh of Reg'eb 
is the anniversary of the LeyHet el-Meara'g^ or the 
night of the Prophet's miraculous ascension to hea- 
ven ; in commemoration of which, a festival is cele- 
brated in a part of the northern suburb of Cairo, 
outside the gate called Ba'b El-'Ad'awee. For three 
days before, the Sheykh El-Bek'ree entertains nu- 
merous persons in a house belonging to him, in this 
quarter ; and zikrs are performed there, in his house. 
In addition to the amusement afforded in the streets 
by H ha' wees. Reciters of Al/oo Zeyd, &c., as on 
similar festivals, the public witness, on this occasion, 
that extraordinary performance called the Ddseh^ 
which I have described in my account of the Moo'lid 
en-Neb'ee. This is performed in a short, but rather 
wide street of the suburb above mentioned, in front 
of the mosque of a saint called Et-Tushtoo'shee, on 
the twenty-sixth day of the month, which is the last 
and chief day of the festival. I have just been one of 
its spectators. The day being Friday, the Sheykh of 
the Saadee'yeh (the only person who is believed to be 
able to perform this reputed miracle) had to fulfil his 
usual duty of praying and preaching in the mosque 

o5 
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of the Hhasaney'n, at noon. From that mosque, 
he rode in procession to the scene of the Do'seh, pre- 
.ceded hy a long train of his durwee'shes, with their 
hanners, and some with the little drums which they 
often use. I was at this spot a little after midday ; 
and took my place on a mui/tul/ah which extends 
along the foot of the front of the mosque of Et-Tush- 
too'shee. 

While sitting here, and amusing myself with ob- 
serving the crowds attracted by the same curiosity 
that brought me hither, a reputed saint, who, a few 
days ago, begged of me a few piasters to feed some 
fackee'rs on this occasion, passed by, and, seeing me, 
came and sat down by my side. To pass away the 
time during which we had to wait before the Do'seh, 
he related to me a tale connected with the cause of 
the festivities of this day. A certain Soolta'n *, he 
said, had openly ridiculed the story of the Meara'g ; 
asserting it to be impossible that the Prophet could 
have got out of his bed by night, have been carried 
from Mek'keh to Jerusalem by the beast Boora'ck, 
have ascended thence with the angel to the Seventh 
Heaven, and returned to Jerusalem and Mek'keh, 
and found his bed still warm. He was playing at 
chess, one day, with his Wezee^r, when the saint 
£t-Tushtoo^shee came in to him, and asked to be 
allowed to play with him; making this condition, 
that the Soolta'n, if overcome, should do what the 
saint should order. The proposal was accepted. 
The Soolta'n lost the game ; and was ordered, by the 
saint, to plunge into a tank of water. He did so ; and 
found himself in a magnificent palace, and converted 
into a woman, of great beauty, with long hair, and 
every female attraction. He, or now «Ac,was married 
to the sou of a king ; gave birth to three children, 

• This tale applies to the Khalee'feh EI-Hha'kim. I have 
heard it related with some trifliug differences. 
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sticeeftsively, aiid then returned to the tank, and, 
emerging* from it, informed the wezee'r of what had 
happened to him. The saint reminding him, now, 
of his incredulity on the subject of the Meara'g, 
he declared his belief in the miracle, and became 
an orthodox Moos'lim. Hence, the festival jof the 
Meara'g is always celebrated in the neighbourhood 
of the mosque in which Et-Tushtoo^shee is buried ; 
and his Moo^lid is celebrated at the same time. 

Not long afler the above tale was finished, an 
hour and a quarter after midday, the procession of 
the Sheykh es-Saadee'yeh arrived. The foremost 
persons, chiefly his own durwee^shes, apparently con- 
siderably more than a hundred (but I found it im- 
possible to count them), were laid down in the street, 
as close as possible together, in the same manner as 
at the Moo^lid en-NeVee. They incessantly repeated 
" AVlah I** A number of durwee'shes, most with 
their shoes off, ran over them ; several beating their 
little drums ; some carrying the black flags of the 
order of the Rifa"ees (the parent order of the Saf- 
adees) ; and two carrying a skaflet'tth (a pole about 
twenty feet in length, like a large flag-staff, the chief 
banner of the Saadee'yeh, with a large conical orna- 
ment of brass on the top) : then came the sheykh, 
on the same grey horse that he rode at the Moo'lid 
en-Neb'ee: he was dressed in a light blue peUsse, 
lined with ermine, and wore a black, or almost black, 
moock'-leh ; which is a large, formal turban, peculiar 
to persons of religious and learned professions. He 
rode over the prostrate men, mumbling all the while : 
two persons led his horse ; and they, also, trod upon 
the prostrate men ; sometimes on the legs, and on the 
heads. Once, the horse pranced and curvetted ; and 
nearly trod upon several heads ; he passed over the 
men with a high and hard pace. The sheykh entered 
the hodse of the Sheykh El-Bek'ree, before men- 
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tioned, adjoining the mosque. None of the men 
who were rode over appeared to be hurt ; and many 
got up laughing ; but one appeared to be melbods^ 
or overcome by excitement ; and, though he did not 
put his hand to his back, as if injured by the tread of 
the horse, seemed near fainting; and tears rolled 
down his face : it is possible, however, that this man 
was hurt by the horse, and that he endeavoured to 
conceal the cause. 

Afler the Do'seh, my friend the saint insisted on 
my coming to his house, which was near by, with 
three fick'ees. He conducted us to a small upper 
room, furnished with an old carpet and cushions. 
Here the three fick'ees sat down with me, and recfted 
the Fa't'hhah tc^ether, in a very loud voice. Then 
one of them chanted about half of the second chapter 
of the Ckoor-a'n, very musically : another finished 
it. Our host afterwards brought a stool, and placed 
upon it a tray with three large dishes of ^eysh bi- 
lahhm. This is minced meat, fried with butter, and 
seasoned with some tahhee'neh (or sesame from 
which oil has been pressed), vinegar, and chopped 
onions ; then put upon cakes of leavened dough, and 
baked. To this meal I sat down, with the three 
fick'ees ; our host waiting upon us. A fourth fick'ee 
came in, and joined us at dinner. After we had 
eaten, the fick'ees recited the Fa't'hhah for the host, 
and then for myself; and went away. I soon afler 
followed their example. 

On the Ley'let el-Meara'g, between two and three 
hours afler sunset, the Sheykh El-Bek'ree returns in 
procession, preceded by numerous persons bearing 
mesh"als, and by a number of durwee'shes, to his 
house in the Ezbekee'yeh. During this night, the 
ma^'nehs of the larger mosques are illuminated. 

On the first or second Wednesday in Shaafja'n 
the eighth month), generally on the former day, 
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unless that be the first or second day of the month, 
the celebration of the Moo'lid of tlae Imdm Rsh- 
Shaffe^ee commences. It ends on the eve of the 
lliursday in the next week. The great cemetery 
called the Ckaxa'feh, in the desert tract on the south 
of the metropolis, where the Ima'm is buried, and the 
southern part of the town, are the scenes of the festi- 
vities. As this Ims/m was the founder of the sect 
to which most of the people of Cairo belong, his 
Mo(/lid attracts many visitors. The festivities are 
similar to those of other great Moo'] ids. On the 
Saturday before the last or chief day, the ceremony 
of the Do'seh is performed. On the last day, Wed- 
nesday, the visitors are most numerous ; and during 
the ensuing night, zikrs, &c. are performed in the 
sepulchral mosque of the Ima'm. Above the dome 
of this mosque, upon its point, is fixed a metal boat, 
in which there used to be placed, on the occasion of 
the Moo'lid, an ardebT) (or about five bushels) of 
wheat, and a camel-load of water, for the birds. The 
boat is said to turn, sometimes, when there is no 
wind to move it, and, according to the position 
which it takes, to foretoken various events, good 
and evil ; such as plenty or scarcity, the death of 
some great man, &c. 

Several other Moo'iids follow that of the Ima'm ; 
but those already described are the more famous ; 
and the ceremonies of all are nearly the same. 

The " Night of the Middle of Shaaba'n," or " Lfiy'- 
Uten-Noosf min Shaabafn^'*^ which is the night of the 
fifteenth (that is, preceding the fifteenth day) of that 
month, is held in great reverence by the Moos'lims, 
as the period when the fate of every living man is con- 
firmed for the ensuing year. The Sidr (or lote-tree) 
of Paradise, which is more commonly called Sheg'- 
eret el-Moon'tah'a (or the Tree of the Extremity) 
probably for several reasons, but chieHy (as is gene- 
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rally supposed) because it is said to be at the extre* 
mity *, or on the most elevated spot, in Paradise, is 
believed to have as many leaves as there are living^ 
human bein^ in the world ; and the leaves are said 
to be inscribed with* the names of all those beings ; 
each leaf bearing the name of one person, and those 
of his father and mother. The tree, we are taoght* 
is shaken on the night above mentioned, a little after 
sunset ; and when a person is destined to die in th« 
ensuing year, his leaf, upon which his name is written, 
falls on this occasion : if he be to die very soon, his 
leaf is almost wholly withered ; a very small portion 
only remaining green : if he be to die later in the 
year, a larger portion remains green : according to 
the time he has yet to live, so is the proportion of 
the part of the leaf yet green. This, therefore, is 
a very awful night to the serious and considerate 
Moos'lims ; who, accordingly, observe it with solem* 
nity and earnest prayer. A particular form of prayer 
is used on the occasion, immediately after the onli- 
nary evening-prayers which are said soon after sun- 
set. Those who are able to recite it without being 
prompted do so ; and generally in a mosque : others 
assemble in the mosques for this purpose, and hire 
a fick'ee to assist them ; and many fick'ees, therefore, 
resort to the mosques to perform this office. Each 
fick'ee officiates for a group of persons. He first 
recites the So</rat Ya'-Seen (or 36th chapter of the 
Ckoor-a'n) ; and then, raising his hands before his 
face, as in the ordinary supplications, and the other 
worshippers doing the same, he recites the do*' a (or 
prayer) ; repeating one, two, three, or more words, 
which the others then repeat after him. The prayer 

* In the cummentary of the Gel'aley'ii, Sidrat ei-Moon'- 
iaha, or the Lote-tree of the Extremity (Ckooi-a'n, chap, liii., 
ver. 14), is interpreted as signifying ** The Lote-trce fouyond 
which neither angels uor others can pass." 
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is as follows. — ^**0 God! O thou Gracious! and 
who art not an object of ^race ! O thou Lord of Dig 
nity and Honour, and of Beneficence and Favour ^ 
There is no deity but Thee, the Support of those who 
seek to Thee for refuge ! and the Helper of those 
who have recourse to thee for help ! and the Trust 
of those who fear ! O God, if Thou hast recorded 
me in thy abode, upon the ' Original of the Book V 
miserable, or unfortunate, or scanted in my susten- 
ance, cancel, O God, of thy goodness, my misery, and 
misfortune, and scanty allowance of sustenance, and 
confirm me in thy abode, upon the Original of the 
Book, as happy, and provided for, and directed to 
good : for Thou hast said (and thy saying is true) in 
thy Book revealed by the tongue of thy commis- 
sioned Prophet, * God will cancel what He pleaseth, 
and confirm ; and with Him is the Original of (he 
Book fJ O my God ! by the very great revelation 
[which is made] on the night of the middle of the 
month of Shaaba'n the honoured, * in which every 
determined decree is dispensed |' and manifested, 
remove from me whatever affliction I know, and what 
I know not, and what Thou best knowest ; for Thou 
art the most Mighty, the most Bountiful. And fa- 
vour, O God, our lord Mohham'mad; the Illiterate § 

* The Preserved Tablet, on which are said to be written 
the original of the Ckoor-a'n^ and all God's decrees, is here 
commonly understood ; but I am informed that the '* Original" 
(or, literally, the "Mother") "of the Book" is God's know- 
ledge, or prescience, 

-) Ckoor-a'n, chap, xiii., ver. 39. 

i Ckoor-a'n, chap, xliv., ver. 3.— By some persons, these 
words are supposed to apply to the Night of el-Gkudr, which 
will hereafter be mentione<L 

( Mohham'mad gloried in his illiteracy, as a proof of his 
being inspired : it had the same effect upon his followers as 
the words of our Saviour had upon the Jews, who remarked, 
" How knoweth this man letters, having never learned?" 
John. vii.. 15. 



y 
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Prophet, and his Family and Companions, and pre- 
serve Ihem." — After having repeated this prayer, the 
worshippers offer up any private supplication. 

The night on which Ruwladdn (the month of 
abstinence, the ninth month of the year) is expected 
to commence, is called Le't/let er-Rod ^yeh^ or the 
Night of the Observation [of the new moon]. In 
the afternoon, or earlier, during the preceding day, 
several persons are sent a few miles into the desert, 
where the air is particularly clear, in order to obtain 
a sight of the new moon : for the fast commences 
on the next day after the new moon has been seen, 
or, if the moon cannot be seen in consequence of a 
cloudy sky, at the expiration of thirty days from the 
commencement of the preceding month. The evi- 
dence of one Moos'lim, that he has seen the new 
moon, is sufficient for the proclaiming of the fast. 
In the even ing of the day above mentio ned, the 
jS[ohli"'tes^ib, th^TtopyfehS^'of^everar Trades ^millers, 
"bakers, slaughtermen^ sellers of meat, "^!;m 6X175113 
fruiterers), with several other niembers of each of 
these trades, parties of musicians, and a number of 
I Fttckee'rs, headed and interrupted by co mpanies of 
I "sbTJiers,^)' in procession from the CitadeL to, jhfi* 
I Court ofthe Cka^dee, and there await the return of 
1 'one of the persons who have been sent to make the 
/ observation, or the testimony of any other. Moos'Hm 
[ who has s^ea thfs new maan- The streets through 
which they pass are lined with spectator s. Th ere^ 

used to be, in this procession, several, led«.JiQCSes^ 

hmidsomely caparisoned ; but of late, military dis- 
play, of a poor order, has, for the most part, taken 
the place of civil and religious pomp. The proces- 
sion of the night of the Roo'-yeh is now chiefly 
composed of Niza'm infantry. Each company of 
soldiers is preceded and followed by bearers of mesh'-r_ 
'als, to light them on their return ; and followed by 
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the sheykh, and a few other men)bers, of some tradej^ 
"^^tlr^ gvefal f aclcee^rsr"sHouIIng, as'lHey pass along, / 
** 1 tfle ssmgr^TOessing!" Bless ye the Prophet U 
on hinThe peace^ T" After every two or three com-| 
ganfegTTiere is generally an interval of many mi-; 
nutes. The Mohh^tes^ib and his attendants close the 
prneession. When information that the moon has' 
been J^n has arrived at the Cka'dee's court, the 
soldiers and others assembled there divide themselvei^ 
into several companies, one of which returns to the^ 
Citadel : the others perambulate different quarters of 
"t!re town ; shouting, ** O followers of the best of Ihe 
Creation tTTasting ! Fasting t- "—-When the moon 
has not been seen on this night, the people are in- 
formed by the cry of '* To-morrow is of the month 
of Shaaba'n ! No fasting ! No fasting § !"— The 
people generally pass a great part of this night (when 
the'fast has been proclaimed as commencing on the 
nforrow) in eating and drinking and smoking ; and 
seem as merry as they usually do when released from 
the misery of the day's fast. The mosques, as on^ 
the following nights, are illuminated within ; and 
lamps are hung artheir eiilrarices, and upon the gal- 
leries^f the ma'd'nehSiu. 

'Tn Rum'ada^n, instead of seeing, as at other times, 
many of the passengers in the streets with the pipe 
in the hand, we now see them empty-handed, until 
near simset, or carrying a stick or cane, or a string 
of beads ; but some of the Christians now are no 
afraid, as they used to bCi of smQklng:in thfeif shops 
irfthe sight of the fasting Moos^lims, The streets, 

* O.Es'Sa/a^h. Es'Sahfh, Sal'loo 'al'a-n-Neb'ee : 'aky'- 

f " The best of the Creation" is an appellation of the Pro- 
phet. 

\ Ydf oom'mnta khfijf'ri'l-anafm, Siya'm* Siyc^m, 
§ Ghud'a min tkah'ri Skaaba^tu Fita'r, FUa'r* 
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in the morning, have a dull appea rance; many of the 
^SDq)srheIng s&iit ;^^'ln the afi ernoon, they are ja§^ 
much crowded as usuaTJ and aJT the shops are op i^ 
The Moos'lims during the day-time^ wfa jle fasting. 
Jure, generally speaking, very morose linjybejai^^ 
after breakfast, they are. unusually afrable and cheer- 
^. Itis the general fash i on o f thp prinripftL Jurfcg. 
m Cairo^ and a cwstom of many otbOT, Jto^JCcpalE to, 
file moscnie of the Hhasane/n in_t he afternoon du r* 
ing Runr adaV,^lo~ jraj^rid"T6unge ; and on these 
occasions, 'sT'humTier of TufEsK^Tiradesme^ (called 
Tohhafgee'yeh, or TohfafegeeSrefa) expowe f o r sal c ji n 
the court of the ihe/da-ah (or tank for ahlutran}»j» 
variety of articles of taste and luxury suited "lo^ie 
wants of their countrymen. It is "donimori," tfi this 
month,..tQ gee tradesmen in the ir shops rec iting the 
Ckoor-a'n or prayers, or distributing br ead to the poor. 
Towards eyeninff, and for some time aft er su nseU 
the beggars are more than usually importunate and 
clamorous; and at these tiniesy the" coffee-shops are 
much frequented by persons of the lower orderej 
many, of whom prefer to break their fast with a cup 
of coffee and a pipe. There are few among the poor 
who do not keep the fast ; but many persons of the 
higher and middle classes break it in secret. 

In general, during Rum'ada'n, in the houses of 
persons of the higher and middle classes, the stool of 
the supper-tray is placed, in the apartment in which 
the master of the house receives his visitors, a few 
minutes before sunset. A japanned tray is put upon 
it ; and on this are placed several dishes, or large 
saucers, containing different kinds of dry fruits 
(which are called noockt) ; such as hazel-nuts (gene- 
rally toasted), raisins, shelled walnuts, dried dates, 
dried figs, shelled almonds, sugared nuts, &c., and 
kahhk, or sweet cakes. With these are also placed 
several ckoollehs (or glass cups) of sherbet of sugar 



and water ; usually one or two cups more than tliere 
are persons in the house to partake of the beverage, 
in case of visitors coming unexpectedly ; and oflen a 
little fresh cheese and a cake of bread are added. 
The pipes are also made ready ; and it is usual to 
provide, in houses where numerous visitors are likely 
to call, several common reed pipes. Immediately 
after the call to evening-prayer, which is made four 
minutes after sunset, the master and such of his 
family or friends as happen to be with him drink 
each a glass of sherbet : they then usually say. the 
evening-prayers ; and, (his done, eat a few nuts, &c., 
and smoke their pipes. Afler this slight refreshment, 
they sit down to a plentiful meal of meat and other 
food, which they term their breakfast (fatoo^r). 
Having finished this meal, they say the night 
prayers*, and certain additional prayers of Rum'- 
ada'n, called et-tarawee'Jih ; or smoke again before 
they pray. The tarawee'hh prayers consist of twenty 
rek'*ahs ; and are repeated between the 'esh'e prayers 
and the witr. Very few persons say these prayers, 
excepting in the mosque, where they have an Ima'm 
to take tihe lead ; and they do little more than con- 
form with his motions. The smaller mosques are 
closed, in Rum'ada'n, soon afler the tarawee'hh 
prayers : the larger remain open until the period of 
the last meal (which is called the sahhot/r)^ or until 
the imsa'k^ which is the period when the fast must 
be recommenced. They are illuminated within and 
at their entrances as long as they remain open ; and 
the ma'd'nehs are illuminated during the whole of 
the night. The time during which the Moos'lim is 
allowed to eat (commencing, as already stated, at 
sunset) varies from 11 hours 55 minutes to 7 hours 
46 minutes (in the latitude of Cairo), according as 



236 MODERN EGYPTIANS. 

the night is long or short : the imsa'k being always 
twenty minutes before the period of the prayer of 
day-break. Consequently, the time during which he 
keeps fast every day is from 12 hours 5 minutes to 
16 hours 14 minutes. 

The Moos'lims, during Rum'ada'n, generally take 
their breakfast at home ; after which, they some- 
times spend an hour or two in the house of a friend. 
Many of them, but chiefly those of the lower orders, 
in the evening, visit a coflfee- sh op. either merely for 
the sake of society, ^r ^^ lisfi>n to nn<» fif \^^ rg^Hff^'g^ 
of Tom ancestor musicians, who entertain the com- 
pany at manx of jhe fioflee-shops eyeix nigfat ffif .ftj^ 
month. liiimerous passeneers are seen in the streets 
uring the greater part of the night ; and most of the 
shops at which sherbet and eatables are sold remain 
openl Niffht is thus turned into day: andparticu- 
larly by the wealthy ; most of whom sleep. 4iiripjL * 
great part of the day. It is the custom of some of 
tne 'Ool'ama of Cairo to have a 2ikr performed in 
their houses every night during this month; and some 
other persons, also, occasionally invite their friends, 
and entertain them with a zikr or a khut'meh. 

Every night during Rum'ada'n, criers, called Moo- 
sahh^hhirs^ go about, first to recite a complimentary 
cry, before the house of each Moos'iim who is able to 
reward him, and at a later hour to announce the 
period of the sahhoo^r^ or last meal*. There is one 
of these criers to each khoot'ty or small district of 
Cairo. He begins his rounds about two hours, or a 
little more, after sunset (that is, shortly after the 
night-prayers have been said) ; holding, with his left 
hand, a small drum, called fta'^, or tuUlat el-moo- 
sahh^hhirf, and, in his right hand, a small stick or 

* It is from this latter office, that the crier is called ** Moo' 
sahh'hhir." 
f Described in the chapter on music* 
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strap, with which he beats it ; and is accompanied by 
a boy carrying two ckandet/ls (or small glass lamps) 
in a frame made of palm-sticks. They stop before 
the house of every Moos'lim, excepting the poor; 
and on each occasion of their doing this, the moo- 
sahh'hhir beats his little drum to the following mea- 
sure, three times : 




■^ 



=F 



after which he chants — ^^ Most fortunate is he wh6 
saith, * There is no deity but God ' " — then he beats 
his drum in the same manner as before, and adds, — 
*' ' Mohham'mad, the Guide, is the Apostle of God.* * 
—Then again beating his drum, he generally con- 
tinues, — " The most happy of nights to thee, O such 
a one !" (naming the master of the house). Having 
previously inquired the names of the inmates of each 
house, he greets each person, excepting women, in 
the same manner ; mentioning every brother, son, 
and young unmarried daughter of the master ; say- 
ings in the last case, — " The most happy of nights 
to the chief lady among brides *, such a one." After 
each greeting he beats his drum ; and after having 
greeted the man (or men) adds, — " May God accept 
from him [or them] his [or their] prayers and fasting 
and good works." — He concludes by saying, — " God 
preserve you, O ye generous, every year !" — At the 
houses of the great (as also sometimes in other 
cases), after commencing as above (" Most fortunate 
is he who saith, ' There is no deity but God : Mo- 
hham'mad, the Guide, is the Apostle of God ' ") — 
he generally repeats a long chant, in unmeasured 

* Young ladleih itt Egypt, are often QaUed *' brides.'! 
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rhyme ; in which he first conjures God to pardon his 
sins, and blesses the Prophet, and then proceeds to 
relate the mearafg (or the Prophet's miraculous 
ascension to heaven), and other similar stories of*. 
miracles ; beating* his drum after every few words, 
or rather, after every rhyme. — A house of mourning, 
the moosahh'hhir passes by. He generally receives, 
at the house of a person of the middle orders, two, 
three, or four piasters on the 'eed which follows 
Rum'ada'n : some persons give him a trifle every 
night. 

If my reader be at all impressed by what has been 
above related, of the office of the moosahh^hir, as 
illustrating the character of the Moos'lims, he will be 
more struck by what here follows. — At many houses 
of the middle classes in Cairo, the women often put 
a small coin (of five fikL'dahs, or firom that sum to a 
piaster, or more) into a piece of paper, and throw it 
out oi a window to the moosahh'hhir ; having*first 
set fire to the paper, that he may see where it falls : 
he then, sometimes by their desire, and sometimes 
of his own accord, recites the Fa't'hhah, and relates 
to them a short tale, in unmeasured rhyme, for their 
amusement; as, for instance, the story of two darc/ir; 
the quarrels of two women who are wives of the 
same man. Some of the tales which he relates on 
these occasions are of a grossly indecent nature; 
and yet they are listened to by females in houses of 
good repute. How incongruous are such sequels ! 
What inconsistency of character do they evince ! 

During this month, those calls firom the ma'd'nehs 
which are termed ** the Oo'la " and " the Eb'ed '' are 
discontinued ; and, in their stead, two other calls are 
chanted. The period of the first of these, which is 
termed the Abrar (from the first word of note occur- 
ring in it) is between an hour and a half and half 
an hour before midnight^ according as the night is 
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long or short. It consists of the following verses of 
the Ckoor-a'n*. " But the just shall drink of a cup 
[of wine] mixed with [the water of] Ka'foc/r, the 
fountain from which the servants of God shall drink : 
they shall convey the same by channels [whither- 
soever they please], [These] fulfil their vow, and 
dread the day, the evil whereof will disperse itself 
far abroad; and give food unto the poor and the 
orphan and the bondsman for his sake [saying]. We 
feed you for God's sake only : we desire no recom- 
pense from you, nor any thanks.'* — The second call 
is termed the Sela'm (or salutation) ; and is a series 
of invocations of blessings on the Prophet, similar to 
those recited before the Friday -prayers ; but not 
always the same. This is generally chanted about 
half an hour after midnight. The morning ada'n 
firom the ma'd'nehs is chanted much earher than 
usual, as a warning to the Mooslims to take their 
last meal, the sahhoo'r ; in winter, in the longest 
night, about two hours and a half, and in the short 
nights, about one hour and a half, before the imsa'k. 
Another ada'n is also made from the dik'kehs in the 
great mosque^ about twenty minutes before the 
imsa'k, as a ^nal warning to any who may have 
neglected to eat ; and at the period of the imsa'k, 
in these mosques, the meecka'tee (who makes known 
the hours of prayer, &c.), or some other person, 
calls out, " Ir'/d'oo r that is " Remove ye " [your 
food, &c.] — About an hour and a half before the 
imsa'k, the moosahhlihir goes his rounds to rouse 
or remind the people to eat at those houses where he 
has been ordered to call ; knocking and calling until 
he is answered; and the porter of each quarter does 
the same at each house in his quarter. — Some per- 
sons eat but little for their fatoo'r, and make the 

* The fifth and four following verses of the Soo'rat el-Insa'n 
or 78th chapter. 



240 MODERN EGYPTIANS. 

• •. ^ 
sahho(/r the principal meal: others do the reverse ; 
or make both meals alike. Most persons sleep about 
half the night. 

Some few pious persons spend the last ten days 
and nights of Rum'ada'n in the mosque of the 
Hhasane/n or that of the Sey'yideh Zey'neb. j One 
of these nights, generally supposed to Be the 27th 
of the month* (that is, the night preceding the 27th 
day), is called Ley' let el-Ckudr (the Night of Power, 
or of the Divine decree). On this night, the Ckoor- 
a'n is said to have been sent down to Mohham'mad. 
It is affirmed to be " better than a thousand 
monthsf;" and the angels are believed to descend, 
and to be occupied in conveying blessings to the 
faithful from the commencement of it until day- 
break. Salt water, it is said, suddenly becomes 
sweet on this night ; and hence, some devout per- 
sons, not knowing which of the last ten nights of 
Rum'ada'n is the Ley'let el-Ckudr, observe all those 
nights with great solemnity, and keep before them a 
vessel of salt water, which they occasionally taste, to 
try if it become sweet, so that they may be certain 
of the night. I find, however, that a tradition of 
the Prophet fixes it to be one of the odd nights ; the 
21st, 23d, 25th, 27th, or 29th. 

On the first three days of SAo2£?'it'a7 (the tenth 
month, the next after Rum'ada'n) is celebrated the 
minor of the two grand festivals which are ordained, 
by the religion of the Moos'lims, lo be observed 
with general rejoicing. It is commonly called eU 
* Eed esSooghei^yir ; but more properly, d-'Eed es- 
Saghee'rl, The expiration of the fast of Rum'ada'n 

* Not the night supposed by Sale ; which is that between 
the 23d and 24th days. See one of his notes on the 97th 
chapter of the Ckoor-a'n, 

f Ckoor-a'n, ibid. 

; It is also called ^Eed el-Fitr (or the Festival of the 
Brt^akiug of the Fast) ; and, by the TurkS) Rttmaxofn Beyrmfm* 
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is the occ aainn of t\\\f^ fpstivfti Snnn nftpr gnnriBft^w- 

the first d ay, the people having_all jicfissed iu JifiSK, 
or in thei fT)esty clothesa,, .thfi,Jn£BLa.iSSftTnhlf;jn the 
mosques, anJ perform th e prayers of tworek^'ahs^. a _ 
soon'neh ordinance o f , thjL'jeMo. -ftfl«JCL-»]lichj^. J^ 
jKhate e'b delivers an exhortation. Friends^ meetings 
in the mosqiie,"^" ih'Xlie street, or in each other's 
houses, "congratulate and embrace and kiss each 
othe r. l^hey generally "Visit each other for this 
purpose. Some, even of the lower classes, dress 
themselves entirely in a new suit of clothes ; and 
almost every one wears something new, if it be only 
a pair of shoes. The servant is presented with one 
or more new articles of clothing by the master, and 
receives a few piasters from each of his master's 
friends, if they visit the house ; or even goes to 
those friends, to congratulate them, and receives his 
present : if he have served a former master, he also 
visits him, and is in like manner rewarded for his 
trouble; and sometimes he brings a present of a 
dish of kahhk (or sweet cakes), and obtains, in re- 
turn, money of twice the value, or mure. On the 
days of this 'eed, most of the people of Cairo eat 
fesee'kh (or salted fish), and kahhks^ fatee'rehs (or 
thin, folded pancakes), and shoorej/ks (a kind of 
bun). Some families also prepare a dish called 
moiymez'zezehy consisting of stewed meat, with onions, 
and a quantity of treacle, vinegar, and coarse flour ; 
aad the master usually procures dried fruits Qioockl\ 
such as nuts, raisins, &c., for his family. Most of* 
Qie^^shops in the metropolis are closed, excepting \A^ 
those at wh icK eatables and sherbet are sold j, but y^r-' 
the streets presggl^'a gay appearance, from the crowd^ 
qflpassengers in their hgliday cbthea. 

On one or more days of this festival, some^or all 
of the members of most families, but chiefly the wo- 
men, visit the tombs of their relatives. This they 

VOL. II. p 
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also do on the occasion of the other grand festival, 
of which an account will be given hereafter. The 
visitors, or their servants, carry palm-branches, and 
Bometimes sweet basil {reehhafn) to lay upon the 
tomb which they go to visit. The palm-branch is 
broken into several pieces, or its leaves are stripped 
oflT, and then placed on the tomb. Numerous groups 
of women are seen on these occasions, bearing palm- 
branches, on their way to the cemeteries in the 
neighbourhood of the metropolis. They are also pro- 
vided, according to their circumstances, with kahhks, 
shoorey'ks, fateerehs, bread, dates, or some other 
kind of food, to distribute to the poor who resort to 
the burial-grounds on these days. Sometimes, tents 
are pitched for them : the tent surrounds the tomb 
which is the object of the visit. The visitors recite 
the Fa't'hhah ; or, if they can afford it, employ a 
person to recite first the Soo'rat Ya'-Seen, or a larger 
portion of the Ckoor-a'n. Often, a khut'meh (or 
recital of the whole of the Ckoor-a'n) is performed 
at the tomb, or in the house, by several fick'ees. The 
men generally return immediately after these rites 
have been performed and the fragments or leaves of 
the palm-branch laid on the tomb ; the women usually 
go to the tomb early in the morning, and do not re- 
turn until the afternoon : some of them (but these 
are not generally esteemed women of correct con- 
duct), if they have a tent, pass the night in it, and 
remain until the end of the festival, or until the afttr- 
noon of the following Friday : so also do the women 
of a family possessed of a private, enclosed burial- 
ground, with a house within it (for there are many 
such enclosures, and not a few with houses for the 
accommodation of the females, in the midst of the 
public cemeteries of Cairo). Intrigues are said to be 
not uncommon with the females who spend the night 
in teuts among the tombs. The great cemetery of 
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BaHi) en-Nusr, in the desert tract immediately onwthe 
north of the metropolis, presents a remarkable scene 
on the two eeds. In a part next the city-gate from 
which the burial-ground takes its name, many swings 
and whirligigs are erected, and several large tents ; 
in some' of which, dancers, reciters of Ab'oo Zeyd, 
and other performers, amuse a dense crowd of spec- 
tators; and throughout the burial-groimd are seen 
numerous tents for the reception of the visitors of 
the tombs. 

About two or three days after the 'eed above de- 
scribed, the KWweh^ or covering of the Ka'abeh, 
which is sent annually with the great caravan of pil- 
grims, is conveyed in procession from the Citadel of 
the metropolis, where it is manufactured at the 
Soolta'n's expense, to the mosque of the Hhasa- 
ne/n, to be sewed together, and lined, prepara- 
tively to the approaching pilgrimage. It is of a 
coarse, black brocade, covered with inscriptions* of 
passages from the Ckoor-a'n, &c., which are inter- 
woven with silk of the same colour ; and having a 
broad band along each side, ornamented with similar 
inscriptions worked in goldf. The following account 

* This was denied by several of my Moos'lim friends^ before 
'whom I casually mentioned it ; but, by producing a piece of 
the Kis'weh, I proved the truth of my assertion. I state this 
to shpw that a writer may often be charged with committing 
an error on authority which any person would consider per* 
fectly convincing. 

f The Ka'abeh is a building in the centre of the Temple of 
Mek'keh, most highly respected by the Moos'lims. It is 
nearly in the form of a cube. Its height is somewhat more 
than thirty feet ; and each side is about the same, or a little 
more, in width. It is not exactly rectangular, nor exactly 
equilateral. The black covering, after having remained upon it 
nearly a year, is taken off on the 25th of Zoo-1-Cka'adeh, cut, 
and sold to the pilgrims ; and the building is left without a 
covering for the period of fifteen days : on the 10th of Zoo-1- 
Hheg'geh, the iirst day of the Great Festival, the new kis'- 
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of the procession of the Kis'weh I write on my 
return from witnessing it, on the 6th of Show'wa'l 
1249 (or 15th of February, 1834). 

JLi29ti?'?X-^^^-2-§99?L^f^''' s unrise, in the sh op of 
the Ba'sha|s bookse Uers, in~^ e principal street of 
tHe city, nearly opposite the entrance to t he ba ^zaV 
called Kha'n El-Khaleelee. This and ahnost every 
shop in the street were crowded with persons attracted 
by the desire of witnessing the ^utrocession ^ old^a nd 
young; for the Egyptians of every class and^ranl 
and age take great pleasure in viewing public spec- 
tacles; but the streets were not so much thronged 
as they usually are on the occasions of the^ prbces-"" 
slons ojf the Mahh'mil. About two hours after sun- 
rise, the four portions which form each one side of 
the Kis'weh were borne past the spot where I had 
taken my post ; each of the four pieces placed on 
an ass ; with the ropes by which they were to be 
attached. The asses were not ornamented in any 
wny, nor neatly caparisoned ; and their conductors 
were common fella'hhs, in the usual blue shirt. 
There was then an interval of about three quarters 
of an hour ; and nothing to relieve the dulness of 
this long pause but the passing of a few durwee'shes, 
and two buffoons, who stopped occasionally before a 
shop where they saw any well-dressed persons sitting, 
and, for the sake of obtaining a present of about five 
fud'dahs (or a little more than a farthing), engaged 
in a sham quarrel, abused each other in loud and 
gross words, and violently slapped each other on the 
face. , 

weh is put on. The interior is also hung with a Goverinp;, 
which is renewed each time that a new Soolta'n ascends the 
TurkiHh throne. It is necessary to renew the outer coverin;^ 
every year, in consequence of its exposure to the rain, &c. As 
the use of stuffs entirely composed of silk is prohibited, the 
Kis'weh of the Ka'abeh is lined with cotton to render it allow- 
able. 
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After this interval came about twenty ill-dressed 
men, bearing on their shoulders a long frame of 
wood, upon which was extended one quarter of the 
Hheza'm (that is, the belt or band above mentioned). 
The Hheza'm is in four pieces, which, when sewed 
together to the Kis'weh, form one continuous band, 
so as to surround the Ka'abeh entirely, at about two 
thirds of its height. It is of the same kind of black 
brocade as the Kis^weh itself. The inscriptions in 
gold are well worked, in large and beautiful charac- 
ters, and surrounded by a border of gold ; and at 
each end, where the upper and lower borders unite, 
the Hheza'm is ornamented in a tasteful manner, 
with green and red silk, sewed on, and embroidered 
with gold. One or other of the bearers frequently 
went aside to ask for a present from some respect^ 
ably dressed spectator. There was an interval of 
about a quarter of an hour after the first quarter of 
the Hheza'm passed by : the other three portions 
were then bonie along, immediately after one another, 
in the same manner. Then there was another in- 
terval, of about half an hour ; after which there came 
several tall camels, slightly stained with the red dye 
of the hhen'na, and having high ornamented sad- 
dles, such as I have described in my account of the 
return of the Mahh'mil: upon each of these were 
one or two boys or girls ; and upon some were cats. 
These were followed by a company of Baltagee'yeh 
(or Pioneers), a very good military band (the instru- 
ments of various kinds, but mostly trumpets, and all 
European), and the Ba'sha's guard, a regiment of 
infantry, of picked young men, in uniforms of a dark 
blueish brown, with new red shoes, and with stock- 
ings. 

The Boor^cko' (or Yeil *), which is the curtain that 

* This is often called, b]r the vulgar, '< the veil of sit'na 
Fa't'meh;'' because it it said that Fa'timeh Sheg'eret ed- 

P 3 
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IS huiig before the door of the Ka'abeh, was next 
borne along, stretched upon a high, flattish frame of 
wood, fixed on the back of a fine camel. It was of 
black brocade, embroidered in the same manner as 
the Hheza'm, with inscriptions from the Ckoor-a'ii 
in letters of gold, but more richly, and more highly, 
ornamented ; and was lined with green silk. The 
face of the Boor cko' was extended on the right side 
of the frame, and the green silk lining on the left. It 
was followed by numerous companies of durwee'shes, 
with their banners ; among which were several sha'- 
lee'shes (such as I have described in my account of 
the Do'seh at the festival of the Meara'g), which are 
the banners of the principal orders of durwee^shes. 
Many of them bore flags, inscribed with the pro- 
fession of the faith (" There is no deity but God : 
Mohham'mad is God's Apostle"), or with words 
from the Ckoor-a'n, and the names of God, the Pro- 
phet, and the founders of their orders. Several Cka'- 
diree durwee'shes bore nets, of various colours, each 
extended upon a frame-work of hoops, upon a pole : 
these we're fishermen. Some of the durwee'shes 
were employed in repeating, as in a common zikr, 
the name and attributes of God. Two men, armed 
wnth swords and shields, engaged each other in a 
mock combat. One other, mounted on a horse, was 
fantastically dressed in sheep-skins, and wore a high 
skin cap, and a grotesque false beard, composed of 
short pieces of cord or twist, apparently of wool, with 
mustaches formed of two long brown feathers: he 
occasionally pretended to write felfwas (or judicial 
decisions), upon scraps of paper given to him by 
spectators, with a piece of stick, which he feigned to 
charge with a substitute for ink by applying it to 

DoorV, the wife of the Soolta'n Es-Salehh, wag the first 
pt^rson who sent a veil of this kind to cover the dour of tlie 
Ka'aheh, 
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his horse as though it were intended for a goad. 
But the most remarkable group in this part of the 
procession consisted of several diu'wee'shes of the 
sect of the Rifa^ees called Owla'd *Ilwa'n, each of 
whom bore in his hand an iron spike, about a foot 
in length, with a ball of the same metal at the thick 
end, having a number of small and short chains at- 
tached to it. Several of these durwee'shes, in appear- 
ance, thrust the spike with violence into their eyes, 
and withdrew it, without showing any mark of injury : 
it seemed to enter to the depth of about an inch. 
This trick was very well performed. Five fud'dahs, 
or even a pipeful of tobacco, seemed to be considered 
a sufficient recompense to the religions juggler for 
this display of his pretended miraculous power. The 
spectators near me seemed to entertain no suspicion 
of any fraud in this singular performance ; and I 
was reproached by one who sat by me, a man of very 
superior information, for expressing my opinion that 
it was a very clever piece of deception. Most of the 
durwee'shes in the procession were Rifa"ees: their 
sheykh, on horseback, followed them. 

Next came the Mahh'mil^ which I have described 
in my account of its return to Cairo. It is added 
to the procession of the Kis'weh for the sake of in- 
creasing the show : the grand procession of the Mahh'- 
mil previous to the departure of the great caravan of 
pilgrims takes place between two and three weeks 
after. Another black covering, of an oblong form, 
embroidered in like manner with gold, to be placed 
over the Macka'm Ibrahee'm, in the Temple of Mek'- 
keh, was borne after the Mahh'mil. Behind this 
rode a Turkish military officer, holding, upon an 
embroidered kerchief, a small case, or bag, of green 
silk, embroidered with gtld, the receptacle of the key 
of the Ka'abeh. Then followed the last person in 
the procession : this was the half -naked sheykh 
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described in my account of the return of the 
Mahh'mil, who constantly follows this sacred object, 
and accompanies the caravan to and from Mek'keh, 
mounted on a camels and incessantly rollingr his 
head^. 

In the latter part of Show'wa'l, not always on the 
same day of the month, but generally on or about 
the twenty-third, the principal officers and escort of 
the great caravan of pilgrims pass, from the Citadel, 
through the metropolis, in grand procession, followed 
by the Mahh'mil. The procession is called that of 
the Mahh'miL The various persons who take part 
in it, most of whom proceed with the caravan to 
Mek'keh, collect in the Ckar'a Meyda'n and the 
Roome/leh (two large open tracts) below the Cita- 
del, an4 there take their places in the prescribed 
order. As this procession is conducted with less 
pomp in almost every successive year, I shall de- 
scribe it as I first witnessed it, during my former 
visit to Egypt. The streets through which it passed 
were lined with spectators ; some, seated on the 
mus'tub'ahs of the shops (which were all closed), 
and others, standing on the ground below. I ob- 
tained a good place at a shop in the principal street, 
through which it passed towards the gate called Ba1> 
en-Nusr. 

First, a cannon was drawn along, about three hours 
after sunrise : it was a small field-piece, to be used for 
the purpose of firing signals for the departure of the 
caravan after each halt. Then followed two com- 

* I went to the mosque of the Hhasaney'n a few days after, 
to examine the KisVeh and the other obj^s above described, 
that I might be able to make my account of them more accu- 
rate and complete. I was permitted to handle them all at my 
leisure ; and gave a small present for this privilege, and for a 
■ttperfluoui piece of the Kis'weh, for which I asked, a spaa 
in length, and nearly tho Mine in bieadth. 
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panics of irregular Turkish cavalry (Del'ces and 
Toofek'jees), about five hundred men, most shabbily 
clad, and having altogether the appearance of ban- 
ditti. Next, after an interval of about half an hour, 
came several men mounted on camels, and each 
beating a pair of the large, copper, kettle-drums 
called nuck'a'ckee'r *, attached to the fore part of 
the saddle. Other camels, with large, stuffed sad- 
dles, of the same kind as those described in my 
account of the return of the Mahh'mil, without 
riders, followed those above mentioned. These 
camels were all slightly tinged of a dingy orange 
red with hhen'na. Some of them had a number of 
fresh, green palm-branches fixed upright upon the 
saddles, like enormous plumes ; others were decorated 
with small flags, in the same manner as those above 
alluded to : several had a large bell hung on each 
side : some, again, bore water-skins ; and one was 
laden with a square case, covered with red cloth, 
containing the khuz'neh (or treasure) for defraying 
those expenses of the pilgrimage which fall upon the 
government. The baggage of the Emee r el-Hha'gg 
(or Chief of the Pilgrims) then followed, borne by 
camels. With his furniture and provisions, &c., was 
conveyed the new Kis^weh, After this, there was 
another interval. 

The next persons in the procession were several 
durwee'shes, moving their heads from side to side, 
and repeating the name of God. With these were 
numerous camel-drivers, sack'ckas, sweepers, and 
others ; some of them crying " ' Arafa't f • O God J !" 
and "God! God! [May the journey be] with 
safety §!". Then, again, followed several camels; 

* These are described in the chapter on music, 
f ** 'Arafa't '* is the name of the mountain which is one of 
the principal objects of pilgrimage. 

t * Art/a! tya-lia'k. ( Ai'lah, Al^iah, Bi^ftMmck. 
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some, with palm-branches, and others, with larg^e 
bells, as before described. Next, the tukht'rawa'n 
(or litter) of the Emee'r el-Hha'g:g, covered with 
red cloth, was borne along by two camels ; the fore- 
most of which had a saddle decorated with a number 
of small flags. Some Arabs, and the Delee'l el- 
Hha'gg (or Guide of the Caravan), followed it ; and 
next came several camels and groups of durwee'shes 
and others, as before. Then followed about fifty 
members of the Ba'sha's household, well dressed 
and mounted ; a number of other officers, with silver- 
headed sticks, and guns ; the chief of the Del'ees, 
with his officers ; and another body of members of the 
household, mounted like the first, but persons of an 
inferior order. These were followed by several other 
officers of the court, on foot, dressed in ckufta'ns of 
cloth of gold. Next came two swordsmen, naked to 
the waist, and each having a small, round shield : 
they frequently stopped, and engaged each other in 
sport ; and occasionally received remuneration from 
some of the spectators. These preceded a company 
of durwee'shes, camel- drivers, and others; and the 
shouts before* mentioned were repeated. 

After a short interval, the sounds of drums and 
fifes were heard ; and a considerable body of the 
Niza'm, or regular troops, marched by. Next fol- 
lowed the fFaflee (or chief magistrate of police), 
with several of his officers : then, the attendants of 
the Emee'r el-Hha'gg, the Emeefr himself, three ka'- 
tibs (or clerks), a troop of Mugh'reb'ee horsemen, 
and three MoobaVlighs of the Mountain, in white 
, 'abba'yehs (or woollen cloaks), interwoven with gold. 
The office of the last is to repeat certain words of 
the Khatee'b (or preacher) on , Mount 'Arafa't. Then 
again there intervened numerous groups of camel- 
drivers, sweepers, sack'ckas, and others; many of 
them shouting as those before. In the midst of these 
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rode the Imdrm of the four orthodox sects ; one to 
each sect. Several companies of durwee^shes, of dif- 
ferent orders, followed next, with the tall banners and 
flags of the kind mentioned in my account of the 
procession of the Kis'weh ; the Cka'diree'yeh having 
also, in addition to their poles with various coloured 
nets, long palm-sticks, as fishing-rods. Kettle-drums, 
hautboys, and other instruments, at the head of each 
of these companies, produced a harsh music. They 
were followed by members of various trades ; each 
body headed by their sheykh. 

Next came several camels ; and then, the Mahh'^ 
mil. Many of the people in the streets pressed vio- 
lently towards it, to touch it with their hands, which, 
having done so, they kissed ; and many of the women 
who witnessed the spectacle from the latticed windows 
of the houses let down their shawls or head-veils, in 
order to touch with them the sacred object. Imme- 
diately behind the Mahh'mil was the same person 
whom I have described as following it on its return 
to Cairo, and in the procession of the Kis'weh ; the 
half-naked sheykh, seated on a camel, and rolling his 
head. 

In former years, the Mahh'mil used to be con- 
ducted, on this occasion, with much more pomp, par- 
ticularly in the times of the Memloolcs ; who attended 
it clad in their richest dresses, displaying their most 
splendid arms and armour, and, in every way, vieing 
with each other in magnificence. It used generally 
to be preceded by a group of Saadee'yeh durwee'shes, 
devouring live serpents. 

The Mahh'mil, the baggage of the Emee'r, &c., 
generally remain two or three or more days in the 
plain of the Hhas'weh, on the north of the metro- 
polis; then proceed to the BirOcet el-Hha'gg (or 
Lake of the Pilgrims), about eleven miles from the 
city, and remain there two days. This latter halting- 
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place is the general rendezvous of the pilgrims. The 
caravan usually departs thence on the twenty-seventh 
of Show'wa'l. The journey to Mek'keh occupies 
thirty-seven days. The route lies over rocky and 
sandy deserts, with very few verdant spots. To di- 
minish the hardships of the journey, the caravan 
travels slowly, and mostly by night ; starting about 
two hours before sunset, and halting the next morn- 
ing a little after sunrise. The litters most gene- 
rally used by the pilgrims I have described in the 
account of the return of the caravan. — Most of the 
Turkish pilgrims, and many others, prefer going by 
way of El-Ckoosey'r or Es-Soowey's* and the Red 
Sea ; and set out from Cairo generally between two 
and three months before the great caravan. 

On the tenth of Zoo-l-Hheg'gek (the last month 
of the year) commences the Great Festival, el-^Eed 
el'Kehet'r-\ ; which, like the former 'eed, lasts three 
days, and is observed with nearly the same customs. 
Every person puts on his best clothes, or a new suit ; 
but it is more common to put on new clothes on the 
minor 'eed. Prayers are performed in the mosques 
on the first day, soon after sunrise, as on the other 
festival; and the same customs of visiting and con- 
gratulation, and giving presents (though generally of 
smaller sums) to servants and others, are observed 
by most persons. The sacrifice that is performed on 
the first day, which is the day of the pilgrims' sacri- 
fice, has been mentioned in the third chapter of the 
former volume of this work. It is a duty observed 
by most persons who can easily afibr.l to do it« For 
several previous days, numerous flocks of sheep, and 
many buffaloes, are driven into the metropolis, to be 

* Thus is properly proucunced the name of the town which 
we commonly call Suez. 

f It is also called ^Eed ei-Ckoorba'n (or the Festival of the 
Sacrifice), and, by the Turks, Ckowrbafn Beyra'm, 
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sold for sacrifice. Another custom observed on this 
festival, that of visiting the tombs, I have also before 
had occasion to describe, in the account of the cere- 
monies of the former 'eed. In most respects, what 
is called the Minor Festival is generally observed 
with more rejoicing than that which is termed the 
Great Festival. On this latter 'eed, most persons 
who have the means to do so prepare a dish called 
filfteh, composed of boiled mutton, or other meat 
(the meat of the victim), cut into small pieces, placed 
upon broken bread, upon which is poured the broth 
of the meat, and some vinegar flavoured with a little 
garlic fried in a small quantity of melted butter, and 
Uien sprinkled over with a little pepper. 
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CHAPTEa XIII. 

Periodical Puvlic Festiyalb, &c« — continued^ 

It is remarkable that the Mooslims of Egypt ob- 
serve certain customs of a religious or superstitioua 
nature at particular periods of the religious almansic 
of the Copts ; and even, according to the same system, 
calculate the times of certain changes of the weather. 
Thus they calculate the period of the Khum'afsee'ni 
when hot southerly winds are of frequent occurrence, 
to commence on the day immediately following the 
Coptic festival of Easter Sunday, and to terminate on 
the Day of Pentecost (or Whitsunday) ; an interval 
of forty-nine days. 

The Wednesday next before this period is called 
Ar^ba'a Eiyoo'by or Job's Wednesday. Many per- 
sons, on this day, wash themselves with cold water, 
and rub themselves with the creeping plant called 
Tcuira'a Eiyoo'b, or ghoobey'ra * (inula Arabica, and 
inula undulata), on account of a tradition which re- 
lates that Job did so to obtain restoration to health. 
This and other customs about to be mentioned were 
peculiar to the Copts ; but are now observed by many 
Moos'lims in the towns, and by more in the villages. 
The other customs just alluded to are that of eating 
^gs, dyed exteoially red or yellow or blue, or some 
other colour, on the next day (Thursday) ; and, on 
the Friday (Good Friday), a dish of khuHah^ com- 

* Commonly pronounced gkuMey'rc* 
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posed of kishk*, with fool na'bitf) lentils, rice, 
onions, &c. On the Saturday, also, it is a common 
custom of men and women to adorn their eyes with 
kohhl. This day is called Sebt en-'Noclr (Saturday 
of the Light) ; because a light, said to be miraculous, 
appears during the festival then celebrated in the 
Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. 

A custom termed Shemm en-Neseefm (or the Smell- 
ing of the Zephyr) is observed on the first day of the 
Khum'a'see'n. Early in the morning of this day, 
many persons, especially women, break an onion, and 
smell it ; and in the course of the forenoon, many 
of the citizens of Cairo ride or walk a little way into 
the country, generally northwards, to take the air, or, 
as they term it, smell the air, which, on that day, they 
believe to have a wonderfully beneficial effect. The 
greater number dine in the country. This year (1 834), 
they were treated with a violent hot wind, accom- 
panied by clouds of dust, instead of the nesee'm : 
but considerable numbers, notwithstanding, went out 
to smell it. — ^The 'ool'ama have their " shemm en- 
nesee'm*' at a fixed period of the solar year; the 
first three days of the spring quarter. 

The night of the 17lh of June, which corresponds 
with the 11th of the Coptic month of Ba-oo'neh, 
is called Lei/ let en-Noockftah (or the Night of the 

* Kishk is prepared from wheat, first moistened, then dried, 
trodden in a vessel to separate the husks, and coarsely ground 
with a hand-mill : the meal is mixed with milk, and about 
six hours afterwards is spooned out upon a little straw or bran, 
and then left for two or three days to dry. When required 
for use, it is either soaked or pounded, and put into a sieve, 
over a vessel ; and then boiling water is poured on it : what 
remains in the sieve is thrown away : what passes through is 
generally poured into a saucepan of boiled meat or fowl, over 
the fire : some leaves of white bete, fried in butter, are usually 
added to each plate of it. 

t Beans soaked in water until they begin to sprout, and 
then boiled. 

Q 2 
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jbirop) ; as it is believed that a miraculous (frop then 
falls into the Nile, and causes it to rise. Astrologers 
calculate the precise moment when the ** drop " is to 
fall ; which is always in the course of this night. 
Many of the inhabitants of Cairo and its neighbour- 
hood, and of other parts of Egypt, spend this night 
on the banks of the Nile ; some, in houses of their 
friends ; others, in the open air. Many also, and 
especially the women, observe a singular custom on 
the Ley'let en-Noock'tah ; placing, upon the terrace 
of the house, after sunset, as many lumps of dough 
jBiS there are inmates in the house, a lump for each 
person, who puts his, or her, mark upon it: at day- 
break, on the following morning, they look at each 
of these lumps ; and if they find it cracked, th^ 
i^fer that the life of the person for whom it was 
placed will be long, or not terminate that year; but 
if they find it not cracked, they infer the reveWe. 
Some say that this is also done to discover whether 
the Nile will rise high in the ensuing season.-*^ 
Another absurd custom is observed on the fourth 
following night, Lej/let es-Sarata'n^ when the sun 
enters the sign of Cancer : it is the writing a chanA 
to exterminate, or drive away, bugs. This charm 
consists of the following words from the Ckoor-a'n *, 
written in separate letters — ** ' Hast thou not con- 
sidered those who left their habitations, and they 
were thousands, for fear of death? and God said 
unto them die : die : die.' '' The last word of the 
text is thus written three times. The above charm, 
it is said, should be written on three pieces of pap6r, 
which are to be hung upon the walls of the room 
which is to be cleared of the bugs ; one upon each 
wall excepting that at the end where is the entrance, 
or that in which is the entrance. 

* Chap, ii., ver. 244. 
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The Nile, as I have mentioned in the introduction 
to this work, begins to rise about, or soon afler, the 
period of the summer solstice. From, or about, the 
27th of the Coptic month Ba-oo'neh (3d of July) 
its rise is daily proclaimed in the streets of the metro- 
polis. There are several criers to perform this office ; 
each for a particular district of the town. The Crier 
of the Nile {Moona'dee eii-Neel) generally goes about 
his district early in the morning; but sometimes 
later ; accompanied by a boy. On the day imme- 
diately preceding that on which he commences his 
daily announcement of the rise of the Nile, he pro- 
claims, — ^* God hath been propitious to the lands ! 
The day of good news ! To-morrow, the announce- 
li^ent^ with good fortune !" — The daily announce- 
ment is as follows. 

Moona'dee. ** Mohham'mad is the Prophet of guid- 
ance!** Boy. "The Mahh'mils journey to him*!" 
M' " The guide : peace be on him !'* J5. " He will 
prosper who blesseth him !" [The Moona'dee and 
boy then continue, or sometimes they omit the pre- 
ceding form, and begin, thus.] M. " O Thou whose 
^government is excellent !'* B, •' My Lord ! I have 
none beside Thee !" [After this, they proceed, in 
many cases, thus.] M, "The treasuries of the 
Bountiful are full !" B, " And at the gate there is 
no scarcity !'* M. " I assert the absolute glory of 
Him who spread out the earth !" B, "And hath 
given running rivers !** M. " Through Whom the 
fields become green !'* B. " After death He causeth 
them to live !'* M. " God hath given abundance, 
and increased [the river], and watered the high 
lands !" B. " And the mountains and the sands 
and the fields I" M. " O Alternator of the day and 
night !*' B, " My Lord ! There is none beside 

* That is, to his tomb. 
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Thee !" M. '* O Gtride of the wandering ! O God !" 
B. " Guide me to the path of prosperity V* (They 
then continue, or, sometimes omitting all that here 
precedes, commence, as follows.] M, " O Amiable ! 
O Living ! O Self-subsisting !" B. " O Great in 
power ! O Almighty I'' M. " O Aider I regard me 
with favour !" B. " O Bountiful ! vrithdraw not 
thy protection!" M. "God preserve to me my 
master [or my master the emee'r] such a one [nam- 
ing the master of the house], and the good people 
of his house ! O Bountiful ! O God !" B. " Ay ! 
please God !" M, " God give them a happy morn- 
ing, from himself; and increase their prosperity, 
from himself !* B. « Ay ! please God I" M, " God 
preserve to me my master [&c.] such a one [naming 
again the master of the house] ; and increase to him 
the favours of God ! O Bountiful ! God !" B. 
"Ay! please God!" [Then brothers, sons, and 
unmarried daughters, if there be any, however young, 
are mentioned in the same manner, as follows.] M, 
" God preserve to me my master [&c.] such a one, 
for a long period ! O Bountiful ! O God !" B. 
" Ay ! please God !" M. " God preserve to me my 
mistress, the chief lady among brides, such a one, 
for a long period! O Bountiful! O God!" B. 
" Ay ! please God !" M, " May He abundantly 
bless them with his perfect abundance ; and pour 
abundantly the Nile over the country ! O Bountiful ! 
O God !" B. " Ay ! please God U' M. " Five [or 
six, &c. digits] to-day : and the Lord is bountiful ;" 
B. " Bless ye Mohham'mad !'*— These last words 
are added in the fear lest the rising of the river 
should be affected by a malicious vrish, or evil eye, 
which is supposed to be rendered ineffectual if the 
malicious person bless the Prophet *. 

* He would be guilty of a sin if he did not do this when 
desired. 
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Sometimes, the people of a house before which 
the Moona'dee makes his cry ghre him daily a piece 
of bread : this is a common custom among the middle 
orders : but most persons give him nothing until the 
day before the opening of the Canal of Cairo. Very 
little reliance is to be placed upon the announce- 
ment which he makes of the height which the river 
has attained ; for he is generally uninformed or mis- 
informed by the persons whose duty it is to acquaint 
him upon this subject : but the people mostly listen 
with interest to his proclamation. He and his boy 
repeat this cry every day, until the day next before 
that on which the dam that closes the mouth of the 
Canal of Cairo is cut. 

On this day (that is, the former of those just 
mentioned), the Moona'dee goes about his district, 
accompanied by a number of little boys, each of 
whom bears a small coloured flag, called ra*yeh ; and 
announces the Wefa en-Neel (the Completion, or 
Abundance, of the Nile) ; for thus is termed the 
state of. the river when it has risen sufficiently high 
for the government to proclaim that it has attained 
the sixteenth cubit of the Nilometer : in this, how- 
ever, the people are always deceived ; for there is an 
old law, that the land-tax cannot be exacted unless 
the Nile rises to the height of sixteen cubits of the 
Nilometer ; and the government thinks it proper to 
make the people believe, as early as possible, that it 
has attained this height. The period when the 
^ef a en-Neel is proclaimed is when the river has 
actually risen about twenty or twenty-one feet in the 
neighbourhood of the metropolis ; which is generally 
between the 6th and 16th of August (or the 1st and 
11th of the Coptic month of Mis'ra) * : this is when 

^.^ * This present year (1834)^ the rivet having risen with 

unusual rapidity, the dam was cut on the 5th of August. 
Fears were entertained lest it should overflow the dam be- 
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there yet remaio, of the measure of a moderately 
gQod rise, in the neighbourhood of the metropolis, 
four or three feet. On the day above mentioned (the 
next before that on which the canal is to be opened), 
the. Moona'dee and the boys who accompany him 
with the little ralyalt (or flags) make the following 
announcement. 

Mooruifdee, ^'The river hath given abundance, 
and completed [its measure] ! " Boys, ** God hath 
given abundance*!" M, "And Da'r en-Nahha'sf 
is filled !" B. " God, &c/' M. " And the canals 
flow!" B. "God. &c." JkT. "And the vessels are 
afloat !" B. " God, &c." M. " And the hoarder [of 
grain] has failed ! " B. " God, &c." M. " By per- 
mission of the Mighty, the Requiter !" i?. " (3od» 
&c/* M, "And there remains nothing — " B. 
V God, &c." M. ** To the perfect completion ! " 
B, " God, &c." M, " This is an annual custom." 
B, " God, &c/* M, " And may you live to every 
year ! " B. " God, &c." M. " And if the hoarder 
wish for a scarcity—" B, " God, &c.'' M. " Ms^y 
God visit him, before death, with blindness and 
affliction ! " B, " God, &c." M, " This generous 
person J loveth the generous." B, "God, &c.*' 
M, " And an admirable palace is built for him §." 
B. " God, &c.*' M. " And its columns are incom- 
parable jewels," B. " God, &c." M. " Instei^d of 

fore it was cut; vhich would have been regarded as an evil 
omen. 

* The words thus translated, the boys pronounce Ofa-tU^h 
for Ov^fa-Mh, 

t This is an old building between the aqueduct and Musr 
ePAtee'ckah, where the Soolta'ns and Governors of Kgypt 
used to alight, and inspect the state of the river, previously to 
the cutting of the dam of the Canal. 

X The person before whose house the announcement is 
made. 

} In Paradise* 
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palm-Sticks and timber:*' B. " God, &c.'* M, 
'* And it has a thousand windows that open : '* B, 
•• God, &c.** M, •• And before every window is Sel- 
sebee'i *.*• B. " God, Ac." M. " Paradise is the 
abcde of the generous." B, " Grod, &c.'* M. " And 
Hell is the abode of the avaricious." B, " God, 
&c.'' M, " May God not cause me to stop before 
the door of an avaricious woman, nor of an avaricious 
man:" B. "God, &c.'* M, "Nor of one who 
measures the water in the jar :*' B, " God, &c/* M, 
" Nor who counts the bread while it is yet dough :'* 
i?. " God, &c.'' M, " And if a cake be wanting 
orders a fast : '^ B, " God, &c." M. " Nor who 
shu^s up the cats at supper- time : " JB. " God, &c." 
flf. " Nor who drives away the dogs upon the walls." 
jft. "God, &c." M. '*The world is brightened." 
B, ** God, &c." M, " And the damsels have adorned 
themselves." B. " God, &c." M. " And the old 
,Women tumble about." B. " God, &c." M. " And 
tiie married man hath added to his wife eight others." 
. J8. ** God, &c." M, " And the bachelor hath married 
eighteen." — ^This cry is continued until somebody in 
the house gives a present to the Moona'dee; the 
amount of which is generally from ten fud'dahs to a 
piaster; but many persons give two piasters; and 
grandees, a kheyree'yeh, or nine piasters. 

During this day, preparations are made for cut- 
ting the dam of the canal. This operation attracts a 
great crowd of spectators, partly from the political 
importance attached to it; but, being always prema- 
turely performed, it is now without much reason 
^ made an occasion of public festivity. 

The dam is constructed before, or soon after, the 
commencement of the Nile's increase. The Khalee'g^ 
or Canal, at the distance of about four hundred feet 

* A Fountain of Paradise. 

<)5 
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within its entrance, is crossed by an old stone bridge 
of one arch. About sixty feet in front of this bridge 
is the dam ; which is of earth ; very broad at the 
bottom, and diminishing in breadth towards the top, 
which is fiat, and about three yards broad. The top 
of the dam rises to the height of about twenty-two 
or twenty-three feet above the level of the Nile when 
at the lowest ; but not so high abo.ve the bed of the 
canal; for this is several feet above the low-water 
mark of the river ; and consequently dry for some 
months, when the river is low. The banks of the 
canal are a few feet higher than the top. of the dam. 
Nearly the same distance in front of the dam that 
the latter is distant from the bridge, is raised a 
round pillar of earth, diminishing towards the top, 
in the form of a truncated cone, and not quite so 
high as the dam. This is called the *aroo'seh (or 
bride), for a reason which wiU presently be stated. 
Upon its flat top, and upon that of the dam, a little 
maize or millet is generally sown. The 'aroo'seh 
is always washed down by the rising tide before the 
river has attained to its summit, and generally more 
than a week or fortnight before the dam is cut. 

It is believed that the custom of forming this 
'aroo'seh originated from an ancient superstitious 
usage, which is mentioned by Arab authors, and, 
among them, by El-Muckree'zee. This historian 
rekites, that, in the year of the conquest of Egypt 
by the Arabs, 'Amr Ibn El-'A's, the Arab general 
was told, that the Egyptians were accustomed, at the 
period when the Nile began to rise, to deck a yoxuig 
virgin in gay apparel, and throw her into the river 
as a sacrifice, to obtain a plentiful inundation. This 
barbarous custom, it is said, he abolished ; and the- 
Nile, in consequence, did not rise in the least degree 
during the space of nearly three mouths after the 
usual period of the commencement of its increase. 
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The people were greatly alarmed ; thinking that a 
famine would certainly ensue : 'Amr, therefore, wrote 
to the Khalee'feh, to inform him of what he had 
done, and of the calamity with which Egypt was, in 
consequence, threatened. 'Oma'r returned a brief 
answer, expressing his approbation of 'Amr's con- 
duct, and desiring him, upon the receipt of the letter, 
to throw a note, which it enclosed, into the Nile. 
The purport of this note was as follows. — ^•* From 
'Abd Al'lah'Om'ar, Prince of the Faithful, to the 
Nile of Egypt. If thou flowest of thine own accord, 
flow not : but if it be God, the One, the Mighty, who 
causeth thee to flow, we implore God, the One, the 
Mighty, to make thee flow.*' — 'Amr did as he was 
commanded ; and the Nile, we are told, rose sixteen 
cubits in the following night. — ^This tale is, indeed, 
hard to be believed, even divested of the miracle. 

On the north side of the Canal, overlooking the 
dam, and almost close to the bridge, was a small 
building of stone, from which the grandees of Cairo 
used to witness the operation of cutting the dam. 
This building has become a ruin *, and upon its re- 
mains is erected a large tent for the reception of 
those officers who have to witness and superintend 
ihe cutting. Some other tents are also erected for 
other visitors ; and the government supplies a gpreat 
number of fire-works, chiefly rockets, to honour the 
festival, and to amuse the populace during the night 
preceding the day when the dam is cut, and during 
the operation itself, which is performed early in the 
morning. Many small tents, for the sale of sweet- 
meats, fruits, and other eatables, and coffee, &c., are 
likewise pitched along the bank of the isle of Er- 
Ro^dah, opposite the entrance of the Canal. The 
day of the cutting of the dam of the Canal is called 
Yam Gebr el-Bahhr, which is said to signify ** the 
Day of the Breaking of the River''", though the 
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word ^e5r, which is thus interpreted *• breaking," 
has really the reverse signification. The term Yo'm 
Wef*a el'-Bahhr^ or Wcfa en Neely before explained, 
is also, and more properly, applied 1o this day. The 
festival of the Canal is also called Mo'sim el-Khalee'g, 
In the afternoon of the day preceding that on 
which the dam is cut, numerous boats, hired by pri- 
vate parties, for pleasure, repair to the neighbour- 
hood of the entrance of the Canal. Among these 
is a very large boat, called the ^Ack'abah ; one of the 
largest of those which navigate the Nil6, and which 
are called 'acldabs. It is painted for the occasion, in 
a gaudy, but rude, manner, and has two or more 
small cannons on board, and numerous lamps attached 
to the ropes, forming various devices, such as a large 
star, &c. : it has also, over the cabin, a large kind of 
close awning, composed of pieces of silk, and other 
stuffs; and is adorned with two pennants. It is 
vulgarly believed that this boat represents a mag* 
nificent vessel, in which the Egyptians used, before 
the conquest of their country by the Arabs, to convey 
the virgin whom, it is said, they threw into the Nile. 
It sails from Boo'la'ck about three hours after noon ; 
taking passengers for hire; men and women; the 
latter being usually placed, if they prefer it, in the 
large awning above mentioned. It is made fast to 
the bank of the isle of Er-Ro'dah, immediately oppo- 
site the entrance of the Canal. Most of the other 
boats also remain near it during the night, along 
the bank of the island ; but some, all the evening 
and bight, are constantly sailing up, or rowing down 
the river. In many boats, the crews amuse them- 
selves and their passengers by singing, often accom- 
panied by the darabook'keh and zoomma'rah ; and 
some private parties hire professional musicians to 
add to. their diversion on the river. The festival is 
' togbly Ifenjoyed b^^ the crowds who attend it; though 
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there is little that a stranger would thi^k could 
minister to their amusement: they seem to require 
nothing more to enliven them than crowds and 
bustle, with a pipe and a cup of cofiee. In former 
years, the festival was always attended by dancing 
girls (who are now forbidden to perform), and by 
singers, instrumental musicians, and reciters of 
romances. In the evening, before it is dark, the 
exhibition of fire- works commences ; and this is 
continued, together with the firing of guns from the 
ack'abah and two or more gun-boats, every quarter 
of an hour during the night. About twelve guns 
are fired on each of these occasions: the whole 
number fired at the night's festival of the present 
year was about six hundred. The fire-works which 
are displayed during the night consist of little else 
than rockets and a few blue lights : the best are kept 
till morning ; and exhibited in broad day-light, dur- 
ing the cutting of the dam. At night, the river and 
its banks present a remarkably picturesque scene. 
Numerous boats are constantly passing up and down ; 
and the lumps upon the rigging of the 'ack'abah, 
and in other boats, as well as on the shore, where 
there are also many mesh"als stuck in the ground 
(several upon the dam and its vicinity, and many 
more upon the bank of the island), have a striking 
effect, which is occasionally rendered more lively by 
the firing of the guns, and the ascent of a number 
of rockets. The most crowded part of the scene of 
the festival at night is the bank of the island ; where 
almost every person is too happy to sleep, even if the 
noise of the guns, &c. did not prevent him. 

Before sunrise, a great number of workmen begin 
to cut the dam. This labour devolves, in alternate 
years, upon the Moos'lim grave-diggers (et-toor^abee^^ 
yeh) and on the Jews ; both of whom are pakl by 
ihe government : but when it falls to the ^ews, and 
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on a Saturday, they are under the necessity of paying 
a handsome sum of money to escape the sin of pro- 
faning their sabbath by doing ivhat the government 
requires of them. With a kind of hoe, the dam is 
cut thinner and thinner, from the back (the earth 
being removed in baskets, and thrown upon the 
bank), until, at the top, it remains about a foot 
thick : this is accomplished by about an hour after 
sunrise. Shortly before this time, when dense crowds 
have assembled in the neighbourhood of the dam, 
on each bank of the Canal, the Governor of the me- 
tropolis arrives, and alights at the large tent before 
mentioned, by the dam : some other great officers are 
a)so present ; and the Cka'dee attends, and writes a 
document (hhog get el-bahhr) to attest the fact of the 
river's having risen to the height sufficient for the 
opening of the Canal, and of this operation having 
been performed ; which important document is de- 
spatched with speed to Constantinople. Meanwhile, 
the firing of guns, and the display of the fire-works, 
continue ; and towards the close of the operation, 
the best of the fire-works are exhibited; when, in 
the glaring sunshine, they can hardly be seen. When 
the dam has been cut away to the degree above 
mentioned, and all the great officers whose presence 
is required have arrived, the Governor of the metro- 
polis throws a purse of small gold coins to the labour- 
ers. A boat, on board of which is an officer of the 
late Wa'lee, is then propelled against the narrow 
ridge of earth, and, breaking the slight barrier, 
passes through it, and descends with the cataract 
thus formed. The person here mentioned is an old 
man, named Hhammoo'deh, who was serralg bcJshee 
of the Wa'lee : it was his office to walk immediately 
before his master when the latter took his ordinary 
rides, preceded by a long train of officers, through 
the streets and environs of the metropolis. Just as 
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his boat approaches the dam, the Governor of Cairo 
throws into it a purse of gold, as a present for him. 
The remains of the dani are quickly washed away, by 
the influx of the water into the bed of the Canal ; 
and numerous-other boats enter; pass along the Canal 
throughout the whole length of the city, and, some 
of them, several miles further ; and return. 

Formerly, the Sheykh el-Bel'ed, or the Ba'sha, with 
other great officers, presided at this f^te, which was 
celebrated with much pomp ; and money was thrown 
into the Canal, and caught by the populace ; some of 
whom plunged into the water with nets ; but several 
lives were generally lost in the scramble. This pre- 
sent year (1834), three persons were drowned on the 
day of the opening of the Canal ; one in the Canal 
itself, and two in the lake of the Ezbekee'yeh. A 
few minutes after I had entered my house, on my 
return from witnessing the cutting of the dam, and 
the festivities of the preceding night (which I passed 
partly on the river, and partly on the isle of £r-Ro'- 
dah), a woman, having part of her dress and her 
face, which was uncovered, besmeared with mud, 
passed by my door, screaming for the loss of her son, 
who was one of the three persons drowned on this oc- 
casion. The water entered the Ezbekee'yeh by a 
new canal, on the day preceding that on which the 
dam was cut. Crowds collected round it on this 
day, and will for many following days (I am writ- 
ing a few days after the opening of the canal), to 
enjoy the view of the large expanse of water, which, 
though very turbid, is refreshing to the sight in so 
dry and dusty a place as Cairo, and at this hot season 
of the year. Several tents are pitched by it, at which 
visitors are supplied with coffee ; and one for the 
sale of brandy, wine, &c. ; and numerous stools and 
benches of palm-sticks are set there. The fhvourite 
time of resort to this place is the evening ; and many 
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persons remain there for several hours after sunset : 
some, ail night. There are generaUy two or three 
story-tellers there. At all hours of the day, and 
sometimes even at midnight, persons are seen bath- 
ing in the lake ; chieiiy men and boys, but also some 
young girls, and even women ; the latter of whom 
expose their persons before the passengers and idlers 
on the banks in a manner surprising in a place 
where women in general so carefully conceal even 
their faces ; though most of these bathers are usually 
covered from the waist downwards. It often happeua 
thiat persons are drowned here. 

On the day after the cutting of the dam, the Moo^ 
lia'dee continues to repeat his first cry ; but uses ^ 
different form of expression in stating the height of 
itie river ; saying, for instance, '* four from sixteen ;^' 
meaning, that the river has increased £e>ur cke&m'U 
(or digits) from sixteen cubits. This cry he conti* 
nues until the day of the No'roo'z, or a little earlieri > 

On the No^roo% or Coptic new-year's^ay* (lOtli 
or 11th of September), or two or three days before^ 
he comes to each house in his district, with his \^y 
drest in his best clothes, and a drummer and a haut^ 
boy-player ; repeats the same cry as on the Wef a v and 
again receives a present. Afterwards he conlinues 
his former cry. 

On the day of the Salee'b (or the Discovery of the 
Cross), which is the 17th of the Coptic month of 
Too't, or 26th or 27th of September, at which period 
the river has risen to its greatest height, or nearly 
so, he comes again to each house in his district, and 
repeats the following cry. — ^"In uncertainty*, thou 
wilt not rest: nor in comparing f wilt thou rest. O 

* Doubting whether the Nile will rise sufficiently high. 

f That is, in comparing the height of the riYen at a parti- 
culax period in the present year witn its height at the same 
period in preceding years. 
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iny reproaoher^, rest! There is uothing that en* 
dureth! There remaineth nothing [uncovered by 
the water] but the shemma'm f and lemma'm} and 
the sown fields and the anemone and safflower and 
flax : and may my master such a one [naming the 
master of the housej live, and see that the river has 
Increasedil and give, to the bringer of good news, 
according to a just Judgment. Ab'oo Redda'd§ is 
entitled to a fee from the government; a fee of a 
sheree'fee || for every digit of the river's increase : and 
W€ are entitled to a fee from the people of genero- 
sity ; we come to take it with good behaviour. The 
fortunate Nile of Egypt hath taken leave of us in 
prosperity : in its increase, it hath irrigated all the 
counlry." — ^The Moona'dee, on this occasion, pre- 
sents a few limes and other fruit, to the rich, oic 
persons of middle rank, and some lumps of dry mud 
of the Nile, which is eaten by the wom&n, in many 
families. He generally receives a present of two or 
three or more piasters. His occupation then ceases 
until the next year. 

*' O tKou who hast said to mc^ " Why dost thou not bring 
hetfer news ?'* 

■ f CtM:umi8 dudaim. I Mentha K&hirina. 

• -^ ,The bbfsykh of the Miekya'», or Nilometer. 

II A gold coin, now become scarce. Its value, I am in- 
formed, 18 about a third of a pound sterling, or rather less. 



( 1 ( 



•'■• . 
' * . I' 



}i' 



270 ISODBRN BOTPTU1T8. 



Chapter XIV. 
Private Festivities, &c. 

As the modem Egyptian does not become a house- 
keeper until he is married (and not of necessity then ; 
for he may live with his wife in the house of his or her 
parents), his iirst marriage is generally the first 
event which affords him and his wife an occasion of 
calling together their respective friends to a private 
entertainment. Whenever a great entertainment is 
given on any occasion of rejoicing, it is customary, 
for the persons invited, to send presents (such as I 
have mentioned in describing the ceremonies attend- 
ant upon a marriage), a day or two before. The hus- 
band always has his separate party, generally in the 
lower apartment or apartments of the house ; and 
the wife entertains her female relations and friends 
in the hharee'm, or upper apartments. It is also the 
usual custom for the wife to entertain her guests 
(among whom no males are ever admitted, except- 
ing very young boys) during the six middle hours 
of the day ; and for the husband to receive his guests 
afterwards ; afler sunset, or after the 'esh'e prayers : 
but sometimes his guests assemble while the wife is 
engaged with her own party in the hharee'm. 

On these occasions, the female singers called ^Awa'- 
Urn (or 'A^Vmehs) are often hired to amuse the com- 
pany. They sit in one of the apartments of the 
hharee'm; generally at a window looking into the 
court The wooden lattice- work of the window, though 
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too close to allow them to be seen by persons without, 
is sufficiently open to let them be distinctly heard by 
the male guests sitting in the court or in one of the 
apartments which look into it. In many houses, 
there is a small elevated apartment, or closet, for the 
*Awa'llm, called ioockey'seh (which I have before de- 
scribed), adjoining the apartment in which the male 
guests assemble (as well as another adjoinng the 
principal saloon of the hharee'm), screened in front 
by wooden lattice-work, to conceal these singers from 
the view of the men. — The dancing-girls {Ghawa'-- 
zee^ or Gha'zeefyehs) are also frequently hired to 
attend on the occasions of private festivities. They 
dance (with imveiled face) before the men, in the 
court ; so that they may be seen also by the women 
from the windows of the hharee'm ; or perform in an 
apartment in which the men are assembled ; or in the 
street, before the house, for the amusement only of 
the women. When they or the 'Awa'lim perform 
for the entertainment of a party, one of the friends 
of the host usually collects for them small sums of 
money upon the tambourine, or in a handkerchief, 
from the guests : but sometimes, the host will not 
allow this custom to be observed. The contributions 
are called noockoo't. It is the general practice for 
the person who gives the entertainment to engage the 
Ghawa'zee for a certain sum : he receives the nooc- 
koo't ; which may fall short of, or exceed, the promised 
sum : in the former case, he pays the difference from 
his own purse : in the latter case, he oflen pockets 
the surplus. Or he agrees that they shall receive 
all the noockoo't, with, or without, an additional sum 
from himself. In some parties, where little decorum 
is observed, the guests dally and sport with these 
dancing-girls in a very licentious manner. I have 
before mentioned (in a former chapter), that, on 
these occasions, they are usually indulged with brandy. 
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or. some other intoxicating liquor, which most of them 
drink to excess. It is a common custom for a man to 
wet, with his tongue, small gold coins, and stick 
them upon the forehead, cheeks, chin, and lips, of 
a Gha'zee'yeh. When money is collected for the 
'Awa'lim, their servant, who is called khaiboo's^ and 
who often acts the part of a buffoon, calls out, at each 
contribution, " Such a one has given so many mahh' 
bo(/bSy or kheyreefyeha " — turning a few piasters intq 
a much larger number of gold coins of considerably 
greater value ; or, if gold be given, exaggerating the 
sum in the same manner. This he does to compli- 
ment the donor, and to stimulate the generosity of 
others. His mistress, or another of the 'Awa'lim, re-^ 
plies, " *Ockfba le-^anfctoofi " (" May he have the like 
[rejoicing]'*— -or " May he have a recompense").— 
The guests are also oflen entertained with a conceri 
of instrumental and vocal music, by male performers 
(A'la!iee^yeh\ who sit in the court, or in the apart- 
ment in which the guests are assembled. Tw6 
dik^kehi (or high wooden sofas) are often put toge^ 
ther, front to front, in the court, and furnished with 
cushions, &c., to form an orchestra for the musicians ^ 
ajid a lantern is usually placed in the middle. The 
A'la'tee'yeh generally receive contributions from the 
assembly for whose entertainment they perform, lik^ 
the 'Awa'lim ; their khallxx/s calling out to them in 
the same manner afler each gift. 

But performances of a ditferent kind from thos6 
above mentioned are more common, and are consi- 
dered more proper, on the occasions of private festivi- 
ties. These are the recitals of a khufmeh (or of the 
whole of the Ckoor-a'n), by three or more fick'ees, 
who are hired for the purpose ; or of a zikr^ by a 
small party of fackee'rs*. That the khut^meh may 

* These customs remind us of St. Paul's advice to the Ephc- 
•ians, chap, y., ver. 19 ; which shows the antiquity of social 



lipt be too fatiguing to the performers; the Ddc'ees' 
relieve each other by turns ; one only chanting M li 
time ; and each, usually, chanting a roob'ii. They 
generally come to the house a little after the 'asr, and 
get through the greater part of their task before the 
guests assemble : one of them then chants more lei- 
surely, and in a more musical manner : after him, in 
ihe same manner, another ; and so on. Sometimes a 
khut^meh is performed in the day-time, and after it^ 
in the evening, a zikr. It is a rule that the zikr 
should always be performed afler sunset. 
, In Egypt, persons vfho habitually live with the 
utmost frugality prepare a great variety and profusion 
of dishes for the entertainment of their friends. But 
very little time is devoted to eating. The period of 
^nyiviality is mostly passed in smoking, sipping 
coffee, drinking sherbet, and conversing : the Turkd, 
npweyer, generally abstain from smoking during the 
recital of the Ckoor-a'n ; and the honour which they 
pay to the sacred book on every occasion has given 
rise, to a saying, that *' God has exalted A'l 'Osma'h 
ti. e. the riEice of 'Osma'n, or the *Osma'nlees] above 
pilfer Moos^lims because they exalt the Ckoor-a^ 
more than do others." In these parties, none of the 
guests ever attempts to amuse his companions, except 
by facetious conversation, or sometimes by telling a 
story ; though all of them take great delight in wit*- 
nessing the performances of the hired dancers, musS- 
Bicians, and singers. The Egyptians seldom play at 
any game, unless when only two or three persons 
in^t togeUier ; or in the privacy of their own fami- 
lies. They are a social people ; and yet they but 
'rarely give great entertainments. Festivities such as 
'I have described above are very unfrequent : they 
occur only on particular occasions which reldly oiil 

•]>9fltiiB«8 of this kind. iThe Egyptians highly enjoy the reli- 
gions love-songs of the moon'shids at likrs. 
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for rejoicing. Excepting on such occasions, it is 
considered improper to hire dancing-girls to perform 
in a house. 

The marriage-festivities I have described In a for- 
mer chapter : I therefore proceed to give an account 
of the festivities vfhich follow a marriage ; and shall 
do so in the order of their occurrence. 

On the seventh day {Ycfm es-Sooboo'a *) after a 
marriage, the virife receives her female relations and 
friends during the morning and afternoon ; and some- 
times, the husband entertains his own friends in the 
evening ; generally hiring persons to perform a khut'- 
meh or a zikr. It is a custom of husbands in Egypt 
to deny themselves their conjugal rights during the 
first week after the conclusion of the marriage with a 
virgin bride ; and the termination of this period is a 
due cause for rejoicing f. — On the fortieth day (Yc/m 
el-Arba^eefn) afler the marriage, the wife goes, with 
a party of her female friends, to the bath. Her com- 
panions return with her to her house, about the 'asr ; 
partake of a repast, and go away. The husband, 
also, sometimes receives visitors in the evening of this 
day, and again causes a khut'meh or zikr to be per- 
formed. 

The next festivities in a family are generally those 

* The Soobo(/& after the birth of a child is celebrated 
Vfiih more rejoicing ; and therefore, in 8])eaking of the Yo'm 
ei-Sooboo% the seventh day after childbirth is generally un- 
derstood. 

t It was not such a festival as this alone that is alluded to 
in Genesis zxix., 27, and in Judges xiv., 12. It was, and I 
believe is still, the custom of wealuiy Bed'awees (and such was 
Laban) to feast their friends seven days after marriage (as 
also after the birth of a male child) ; and every respectable 
^oos'lim, after marriage, if disappointed in the expectations 
he has been led to form of his wife, abstains from putting her 
away for about a week, that she may not be disgraced by sus- 
picion ; particularly if it be her first marriage. 
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consequent on the birth of a child. — Two or three (w 
more days before the expected time of the delivery, the 
da'yeh (or midwife) conveys, to the house of the 
woman who requires her assistance, the kooi'see tU 
wilafdeh^ a chair of a peculiar form, upon which the 
patient is to be seated during the birth *. This chair 
is covered with a shawl, or an embroidered niqpkin ; 
and some flowers of the hhen^na-tree, or some roses, 
are tied, with an embroidered handkerchief, to each 
of the upper corners of the back. Thus ornamented, 
the chair (which is the property of the da'yeh) is 
conveyed before her to the house. — In the houses of 
the rich, and of those in easy drcumstances, the 
mother, after delivery, is placed on a bed, and usually 
remains on it from three to six days ; but poor women, 
in the same case, seldom take to a bed at all ; and 
after a day or two, resume their ordinary occupations, 
if not requiring great exertion. 

On the morning after the birth, two or three of 
the dancing-men called Khow'als, or two or three 
Oha'zec'yehs, dance in front of the house, or in the 
court. — The festivities occasioned by the birth of a 
son are always greater than those on account of a 
daughter. The Arabs till show relics of that feeling 
which often induced their ancient ancestors to destroy 
their female oflspring. 

A few days after the birth, generally on the fourth 
or fifth day, the women of the house, if the family 
be of the middle or wealthy classes, usually prepare 
dishes of moofetUuck^ah, kishk* libafbeh, and hhil'beh ; 
which they send to the female relations and friends. 
The first of these consists of honey with a little clari- 
fied butter \ and oil of sesame |, and a variety of 
aromatics and spices pounded together : roasted hazel- 

* See Exodus, i., 16. f Semn, X Se^regi 
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nuts are also added to it*. The kisbk has been 
described in a former page f. The Uba'beh is com- 
posed of broken or crumbled bread, honey, clarified 
butter, and a little rose-water : the butter is first put 
into a saucepan over the fire ; then, the broken bread ; 
and next, the honey. The dish of hhil'beh (or 
fenugreek) is prepared from the dry grain, boiled, 
and then sweetened with honey over the fire. 

On the YoTn ea-Soohocfa (or Seventh Day) after 
the biith of a child, the female friends of its mother 
pay her a Visit. In the families of the higher classes, 
'Awa'lim are hired to sing in the hharee'm ; or 
A'la'tee'yeh perform, or fick'ees recite a khut'meh, 
below. The mother, attended by the da'yeh, sits on 
the koor'see el-wila'deh, in the hope that she may 
soon have occasion for it again; for her doing this is 
considered propitious. The child is brought, wrapped 
in a handsome shawl, or something costly ; and, to 
accustom it to noise, that it may not be frightened 
afterwards by the music, and other sounds of mirth, 
one of the women takes a brass mortar |, and strikes 
it repeatedly with the pestle, as if pounding. After 
this, the child is put into a sieve, and shaken; it 
being supposed that this operation is beneficial to its 
stomach. Next, it is carried through all the apart- 
ments of the hharee'm, accompanied by several 
women or girls; each of whom bears a number of 
wax candles, sometimes of various colours, cut in 
two, lighted, and stuck into small lumps of paste of 

* Some women add another ingredient ; not when it is to 
be sent to friends ; but for a particulstr purpose, which is, to 
make them fat: they broil and mash up a number of beetles 
in the butter ; and then add the honejr, &c. This has been 
alluded to in the chapter on the Domestic Life of the Women. 

t In a note to the second paragraph of the preceding chap- 
ter. 

X Ho'n. 
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hhen'na, upon a smaH round tray. At the same time, 
the da'yeh, or another female, sprinkles, upon the 
floor of each room, a mixture of salt and seed of the 
fennel-flower * ; saying, as she does this, " The salt 
be in the eye of whoever does not bless the Prophet f 1" 
or, ** The foul salt in the eye of the envious J I*' 
This ceremony of the sprinkling of salt § is con- 
sidered a preservative, for the child and mother, from 
the evil eye. The child, wrapped up, and placed on 
a fine mattress, which is sometimes laid on a silver 
tray, is shown to each of the women present, who 
looks at its face, says, " O God, favour our lord Moh- 
ham'mad ! God give thee long life !'' &c., and usually 
puts an embroidered handkerchief, with a gold coin 
(if pretty or old, the more esteemed) tied up in one 
of the corners, on the child's head, or by its side. 
This giving of handkerchiefs is considered as impos- 
ing a debt, to be repaid by the mother, if the donor 
should give her the same occasion ; or as the dis- 
charge of a debt for a similar offering. The coins 
are generally used, for some years, to decorate the 
head-dress of the child. After these noockoo't for 
the child, others are given for the da'yeh. During 
the night before the sooboo'a, a water-bottle full of 
water (a do^ruck in the case of a boy, or a ckool'leh 
in that of a girl) is placed at the child's head, while 
it sleeps, with an embroidered handkerchief tied 
round the neck. This, with the water it contains, 
the da'yeh takes, and puts upon a tray, and presents 
it to each of the women ; who put their noockot/t 
for her (merely money) into the tray. — In the even- 
ing, the husband generally entertains a party of his 

* Hhabfbeh to'da. 

t ** El-wilhh fee Vyn ePlee ma' yttaPlee *a-n-fie6'«tf." 
YttaVlet is for yootaVlee ; and ^a-n-nebfeef fpr ^ai'a'H-neb'ee, 
t El-mUhh ei'fafMidfte 'eyn eUha'tiiL 
§ Ruihsh el-mi/hA. 

VOL. IX* R 
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friends, in the manner usual on other occasions of 
private festivity. 

During a certain period after childbirth (in most 
cases, among- the people of Cairo, forty days ; but 
differing according to circumstances, and according; 
to the doctrines of the different sects) the mother is 
regarded as religiously impure*. The period here 
mentioned is called Nifals. At the expiration of it, 
the woman goes to the bath. 

The ceremonies and festivities attendant upon the 
eircumcmon of a boy are the next that I shall de- 
scribe. — In most cases, the boy about to be circum- 
cised (who is called mootalhir) is paraded through 
the streets in the manner which has been related in 
a former chapter ; that is, if his parents be of the 
middle or higher class of citizens : but most of the 
learned, people of religious professions, fick'ees, and 
some rich men, in Cairo, prefer performing a cere- 
mony called Siraffeh^ of which the following account 
will convey a sufficient notion. 

The schoolfellows of the moota'hir, all drest in their 
best clothes, or in borrowed clothes if they have none 
of their own good enough, which is generally the 
case, repair, a little before noon, to one of the prin- 
cipal mosques, as that of the Hhasaney'n, or the 
Az'har, or that of the sey'yideh Zey'neb. Thither 
also go the men and the women and many of the 
female friends of the family of the moota'hir, with 
the moota'hir himself; and Rometimes about six 
sha'wee'shes (or sergeants) of the Nackee'bel-Ashra'f. 
The barber who is to perform the operation also 
attends, with a servant bearing his hheml (or sign)^ 
which has been described in the account of the 

* In like manner, the Jewish law pronounces a woman un- 
clean during forty days after the birth of a male child ; but 
double that time after beaiing a female child. See Leviti- 
CUS; xii.^ 2, 4 1 5« 
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more common ceremonies of circumcision. All 
these persons, with some others who will presently 
be mentioned, having assembled in the mosque, wait 
there until after the noon-prayers, and then depart 
in procession through the streets to the house of the 
moota'hir's parents. The first person in the proces- 
sion is the barber's servant, with his hheml. He is 
sometimes followed by five or six fick'ees, chanting 
a lyric ode {moowe^h! shahh) in praise of the Pro- 
phet. Then follow the schoolboys, two, three, or 
four abreast. The foremost of these boys, or half 
their number, chant, as they pass along, — ^" O nights 
of pleasure ! O nights of joy ! " — ^The other boys 
then take up the strain, adding, — "Pleasure and 
desire, with friends assembled ! " — Then, again, the 
former, — " Favour, O our Lord, the Perspicuous 
Light "—then, the latter, " Ahh'mad *, the Elect, the 
chief of Apostles !" — Thus the boys continue to chant 
the whole of the way. Behind them walk the male 
relations of the moota'hir. These are followed by 
about six boys ; three of them bearing each a silver 
scent-bottle (ckoorn'okoom) full of rose-water or 
orange-flower-water, which they occasionally sprinkle 
on some of the spectators ; and each of the others 
bearing a silver perfuming- vessel (mib'khar^ah), in 
which benzoin, frankincense, or some other odorife- 
rous substance is burning. With these boys walks a 
sack'cka, bearing, on his back, a skin of water covered 
with an embroidered napkin : he gives water, now 
and then, in brass cups, to passengers in the street. 
Next follow three servants; one of these carries a 
silver pot of coffee, in a silver 'afz^ckee (or chafing- 
dish suspended by three chains) : another bears a 
silver tray, with ten or eleven coffee-cups, and zurfs 
of silver ; the third carries nothing : it is his office, 

* A name of the Arabian Prophet. 
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when the procession passes by a well-dressed person 
(one sitting at a shop, for instance), to fill, and pre- 
sent to him, a cup of cofiee : the person thus honoured 
g^ves the servant something in return : half a piaster 
is considered amply sufficient. The sha'wee'shes 
occupy the next place in the order of the procession. 
Sometimes they are followed by another group of 
boys with ckoom'ckooms and mib'khar'ahs. Next 
follows a boy bearing the writing-tablet of the moo- 
ta'hir, hung to his neck by a handkerchief: it is 
ornamented for the occasion by the schoolmaster. 
Behind the boy who bears it walks the moota'hir, 
between two others. He is dressed either as in the 
zef 'feh before described (that is, in girl's clothes, 
with the exception of the turban, and decked with 
women's ornaments) or simply as a boy ; and holds 
a folded embroidered handkerchief to his mouth. 
The women follow him, raising their shrill cries of 
joy (the zugh'afree't) ; and one of them is constantly 
employed in sprinkling salt behind him, to prevent 
any ill effects from an evil eye, which, it is thought, 
some person may cast at the lad from envy. In 
this order and manner, the procession arrives at the 
house. — On halting before the door, the foremost of 
the schoolboys sing, — " Thou art a sun ! Thou art 
a moon ! Thou art a light above light ! *' — ^The 
others add, — ^** O Mohham'mad ! O my friend ! O 
thou with black eyes ! " — ^They enter the house re- 
peating this address to the Prophet; and repeat it 
again afler entering. The young boys go up stairs : 
the others remain below. The former, as they go 
up, repeat, — ^** O thou his paternal aunt ! O thou 
his maternal aunt ! Come ! prepare his sira'feh." — 
On entering the cka!*ah^ or principal apartment of 
the hharee'm, a Kashmee'r shawl is given them to 
hold : they hold it all round ; and the ornamented 
writing-tablet is placed in the middle of it. The 
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*aretff^ or head boy of the school, who (together 
with the moota'hir and the women) stands by while 
they do this, then recites what is termed khoot'bei 
ii-nra'feh: each clause of this is chanted by him 
first, and then repeated by the other boys. It is in 
unmeasured rhyme ; and to the following effect, 

•* Praise be to God, the Mighty Creator ! — ^the Sole, 
the Forgiver, the Conservator! — He knoweth the 
past and futurity, — ^and veileth things in obscurity. — 
He knoweth the tread of the black ant, — ^and its work 
when in darkness vigilant. — He formed and exalted 
heaven's vault, — and spread the earth o'er the ocean 
salt. — May He grant this boy long life and happi- 
ness, — to read the Ckoor-a'n with attentiveness ; — ^to 
read the Ckoor-a'n, and history's pages, — the stories 
of ancient and modem ages. — This youth has learned 
to write and read, — ^to spell, and cast up accounts 
with speed : — his father, therefore, should not with- 
hold — a reward of money, silver and gold. — Of my 
learning, O father, thou hast paid the price : — God 
give thee a place in Paradise : — and thou, my mother, 
my thanks receive — for thine anxious care of me 
mom and eve: — God grant I may see thee in Para- 
dise seated, — and by Mar'yam * and Zey'neb f and 
Fa'timehJ greeted. — Our fackee'h§ has taught us 
the alphabet : — may he have every grateful epithet. — 
Our fackee'h has taught us as far as * The News || * : 
— may he never his present blessings lose. — Our 

* The Virgin Mary. 

t The daughter of the Ima'm *AI'ee. 
. i The daughter of the Prophet ^ \\x\^Qffick'ee. 

II This and the following words distinguished by inverted 
commas are the titles of chapters of the Ckoor-a'n, which the 
boys, as I have mentioned ou a former occasion, learn in the 
reverse order of their arrangement, after having learned the 
first chapter. Ttie chapter of *' the News" is the 78th : the 
others, afterwards named, are the 67th, 55th, 36th, 18th, 6th, 
and 2d« 

R 3 
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liickee'h has taught us as far as *The Dominiou ': 
— may he ever be blest with the world's good opinion. 
— Our fackee'h has taught us as far as ' The Com* 
passionate ' : — may he ever enjoy rewards propor- 
tionate. — Our fackee'h has taught us as far as 
' Ya'-Seen ' ; — may his days and years be ever serene. 
—Our fackee'h has taught us as far as ' The Cave ' : 
-—may he ever the blessings of Providence have. — 
Our fackee'h has taught us as far as ^ The Cattle ' : — 
may he ne'er be the subject of scandalous tattle. — 
Our fackee'h has taught us as far as * The Cow ' : — 
may he ever be honoured, in future and now. — Our 
fackee'h amply merits of you — ^a coat of green, and 
a turban too. — O ye surrounding virgin lasses! — 
I commend you to God*s care by the eye-paint and 
the glasses * ! — O ye married ladies here collected ! 
I pray, by the Chapter of * The Ranks t»' that ye be 
protected! — O ye old women standing about! — Ye 
ought to be beaten with old shoes, and turned out ! — 
To old women, however, we should rather say — ^Take 
the basin and ewer ; wash and^ pray." 

During the chanting of these absurd expressions, 
the women drop, upon the ornamented writing-tablet, 
their noockoo't ; which are afterwards collected in a 
handkerchief. The boys then go down, and give the 
noockoo't to the fick'ee below |. — Here, the moota'hir 
is now placed on a seat. The barber stands on one 
side of him, and the servant who holds the hheml on 
the other. The hheml is rested on the floor ; and 
on the top of it is placed a cup, into which the guests 
put their noockoo't for the barber. — The female visi- 
tors dine in the hharee'm ; and then leave the house* 

* The lookinc^glasses. This is said to amuse the ladies. 

t The 37th chapter of the Ckoor-a'n. 

X What follows this describes the ceremonies which are ' 
performed both afler the tira'feh and after the more common 
leffeh of which I have given an account in a foimer chapter. 
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The boys dine below ; and go to their homes. The 
men also dine ; and all of them, excepting those of 
the family, and the barber and his servant, take their 
leave. The barber then conducts the moota'hir, with 
one or two of his male relations, to a private apart- 
ment ; and there performs the operation ; or some- 
times this is done on the following day. About a 
week after, he takes the boy to the bath. 

The next occasion of festivity la a family (if not 
the marriage of a son or daughter) is ffcnerally when 
a son is admitted a member of some body of trades- 
men or artizans. On this occasion, a ceremony 
which I am about to describe is performed in certain 
cases ; but not on admission into every trade : it is 
customary only among carpenters, turners, barbers, 
tailors, book-binders, and a few others. The young 
man having become an adept in the business of his 
intended trade, his father goes to the sheykh of that 
trade, and signifies his wish that his son should be 
admitted a member. The sheykh sends an officer, 
called the nackee'b, to invite the masters of the trade, 
and sometimes a few friends of the candidate, to be 
present at the admission. The nackee'b, taking in 
his hand a bunch of sprigs of any green herb, or 
flowers, goes to each of these persons, hands to him 
a sprig or little piece of green *, or a flower, or leaf, 
and says—'* For the Prophet, the Fa't'hhah '* : — that 
is, " Repeat the Fa't'hhah for the Prophet'*:— both 
having done this together, the nackee'b adds, — ^"^On 
such a day and hour, come to such a house or place, 
and drink a cup of coffee." — ^The guests thus invited 
meet (generally at the house of the father of the 
young man, but sometimes in the country), take 
coffee, and dine. Afler this, the nackee'b leads the 
young man before the sheykh ; states his qualiflca- 

* *Oo'd niya'z. 
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tions ; and then desires the persons present to recite 
the Fa't^hhah for the Prophet; which done, he girds 
the young man with a shawl over his outer eout; 
and ties a knot with the ends of this girdle. The 
Fa't'hhah is then recited again, generally for the 
sey'yid £1-Bed'awee, or some other great saint ; and 
a second knot is tied. Then, a third time the Fa'-> 
t'hhah is recited ; and a how is tied. The young man 
is thus completely admitted. He kisses the hand of 
the sheykh, and that of each of his fellow tradesmen ; 
and gives the nackee'h a small fee. — This ceremony 
is c^led shed'd eUweVed (the binding of the vouth) ; 
and the person thus admitted is termed meshdoo'd^ or 
bound. 

There remain only to be described the ceremonies 
occasioned by a death. These will be the subject of 
a separate chapter, here following, and concluding my 
account of the manners and customs of the Moos'lims 
of Egypt. 
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Death, and Funeral Rites. 

When a learned or pious MooS^lim feels that he is 
a})Out to die, he sometimes performs th^ ordinary 
ablution, as before prayer ; that he may depart from 
life in a state of bodily purity. It is common, also, 
for a Moos'iim, on a military expedition, or during a 
long journey, especially in tlie desert, to carry his 
grave-linen with him. Not unfrequently does it 
happen that a traveller, in such circumstances, has 
even to make his own grave : completely overcome 
by fatigue or privation, or sinking under a fatal dis- 
ease, in the desert, when his companions, if he have 
any, cannot wait for his recovery or death, he per- 
forms the ablution (with water, if possible, or, if not, 
with sand or dust, which is allowable in such case), 
and then, having made a trench in the sand, as his 
grave, lies down in it, wrapped in his grave-clothes, 
and covers himself, with the exception of his face, 
with the sand taken up in making the trench : thus 
he waifs for death to relieve him ; trusting to the 
wind to complete his burial. 

When any one of the eminent 'Oofama of Cairo 
dies, the moo-ed'dins of the Az'har, and those of 
several other mosques, announce the event by chant- 
ing from the ma'd'nehs the cry called the Ahrcir ; 
the words of which I have given in the account of 
the customs observed during Rum'ada'n, in the second 
of the chapters on periodical public festivals, &c. 
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The ceremonies attendant upon death and burial 
are nearly the same in the cases of men and wo- 
men. — When the rattles in the throat, or other symp- 
tons, show that a man is at the point of death, an 
attendant (his wife, or some other person) turns him 
round to place his head in the direction of Mek'keh, 
and closes his eyes. Even before the spirit has de- 
parted, or the moment after, the male attendants 
generally exclaim, *' Al'la'h ! There is no strength 
nor power but in God ! To God we belong ; and 
to Him we must return ! God have mercy on him V 
while the women of the family raise the cries of 
lamentation called wel'weteh, or mlioa^l; uttering 
the most piercing shrieks, and calling upon the name 
of the deceased. The most common cries that are 
heard on the death of the master 'of a family, from 
the lips of his wife, or wives, and children, are " O 
my master*!" "O my camel fi'' that is, "O 
thou who broughtest my provisions, and hast carried 
my burdens,'* " O my lion } 1" " O camel of the 
house §!" " O my dear one||!" *' O my only 
onef !" "O my father**!" «0 my misfor- 
tune ft !'' — ^The clothes of the deceased are taken 
off as soon as he has ceased to breathe ; and he is 
attired in another suit, placed on his bed or mattress, 
and covered over with a sheet. The women con- 
tinue their lamentations ; and many of the females 
of the neighbourhood, hearing the conclamation, 
come to unite with them in this melancholy task. 
Generally, also, the family of the deceased send for 
two or more nedda'behs (or public wailing-women ||) ; 
but some persons disapprove of this custom; and 



* Ya^tee^dee. f Ya' gem'elte, 

X Yd »ci'*ee, \ Yof genJei tUbeyi, 

II Y(^'ez'zee. % Yt^ hhee'ietee, 

♦* Yc/aboo'ya. ff Ya' dahh'wet'ee ((or da'awet'ee), 

IX See 2 Chron. xxxv., 25, Jer. ix., 17, and Matt, ix., 23. 
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many, to avoid unnecessary expense, do not conform 
with it. Each nedda'beh brings with her a taJr (or 
tambourine), which is without the tinkling' plates of 
metal which are attached to the hoop of the common 
ta'r. The nedda'behs, beating their ta'rs, exclaim, 
several times, '* Alas for him !" — ^and praise his turban, 
his handsome person, &c. ; and the female relations, 
domestics, and friends of the deceased (with their 
tresses dishevelled, and sometimes with rent clothes), 
beating their own faces, cry in like manner, " Alas 
for him !" — This wailing is generally continued at 
least an hour. 

If the death took place in the morning, the coi'pse 
is buried the same day * ; but if it happened in the 
aflernoon, or at night, the deceased is not buried 
until the following day : in this case, the nedda'behs 
remain all the night, and continue the lamentation 
with the other women; and a fick'ee is brought 
to the house to recite chapters of the Ckoor-a'n 
during the night; or several fick'ees are employed 
to perform a complete khut'meh. 

The mooghusfsil (or washer of the dead) soon 
comes, with a bench, upon which he places the corpse, 
and a bier f. The fick'ees who are to take part in the 
funeral procession (if the deceased were a person of 
respectable rank, or of the middle order) are also 
now brought to the house. These, during the pro- 
cess of washing, sit in an apartment adjoining that in 
which the corpse is placed, or without the door of 
the latter apartment; and some of them recite, or 
rather chant, the Soo'rai elrAn'a^m (or 6th chapter 

* The Egyptians have a superstitious objection to keep a 
corpse in the house during the night after the death, and to 
burying the dead after sunset; but the latter is sometimes 
done : I have witnessed one instance of it. 

f It is hardly necessary to state that the corpso of a ftmali^ 
is always washed by a woman. 
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of the Ckoor-a'n) : others of them chant part of the 
Boor^deh, a celebrated poem in praise of the Prophet. 
The washer takes off the clothes of the deceased ; 
which are his perquisite. The jaw is bound up ; 
and the eyes are closed. The ordinary ablution pre- 
paratory to prayer having been perforn^ed upon the 
corpse, with the exception of the washing of the 
mouth and nose, the whole body is well washed, 
from head to foot, with warm water and soap, and 
with leef (or fibres of the palm-tree) ; or, more pro- 
perly, with water in which some leaves of the lote- 
tree (nubck^ or sidr) have been boiled. The nostrils, 
ears, &c., are stuffed with cotton ; and the corpse is 
sprinkled with a mixture of water, pounded camphor, 
and dried and pounded leaves of the nubck, and 
with rose-water. Sometimes, other dried and pounded 
leaves are added to those of the nubck. The ankles 
are bound together, and the hands placed upon the 
breast. 

The k^eUy or grave-clothing, of a poor man con- 
sists of a piece, or two, of cotton * ; or is merely a 
kind of bag. The corpse of a man of wealth is gene- 
rally wrapped first in muslin; then, in cotton cloth of 
thicker texture ; next, in a piece of striped stuff of 
silk and cotton intermixed, or in a ckoofta'n of similar 
stuff, merely stitched together ; and over these is 
wrapped a Kashmee'r shawl. The corpse of a woman 
of middling rank is usually clothed with a yel'ek. 
The colours most approved for the grave-clothes are 
white and green ; but any colour is used, excepting 
blue, or what approaches to blue. — The body, pre- 
pared for interment as above described, is placed in 
the bier, which is usually covered over with a red or 
other Kashmee'r shawl. The persons who are to 
compose the funeral-procession then arrange them- 

* The kef'en is of^en sprinkled with water from the well 
of Zem'tem, in the Temple of Mek'keh. 
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selves in order. The more common funeral-proc^es- 
slons may be thus described. 

The first persons are about six or more poor men, 
called Yemmedyeh ; mostly blind ; who proceed two 
and two, or three and three, together. Walking at 
a moderate pace, or rather slowly, they chant, in a 
melancholy tone, the profession of faith C^ There is 
no deity but God : Mohham'mad is God's Apostle : 
God favour and preserve him !") ; as follows — 




^^m 



La' i - W • ha ir«la*lU/h: Mohham'-ma - 




^=S 



door ra • mo' • loo 



llaOi: 



Sal' . la - 




Ua' - hoo 'a • le/ - hi we • sel' • lem. 



or sometimes, other words. They are followed by 
some male relations and friends of the deceased, and, 
in many cases, by two or more persons of some sect 
of durwee'shes, bearing the flags of their order. This 
is a general custom at the funeral of a durwee'sh. 
Next follow three or four or more schoolboys ; one 
of whom carries a moo^hhaf (or copy of the Ckoor- 
a'n), or a volume consisting of one of the thirty sec- 
tions of the Ckoor-a'n, placed upon a kind of desk 
formed of palm-sticks, and covered over, generally 
with an embroidered kerchief. These boys chant, in 
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a higher and UvcUcr voice than tte Yenie°^y J* 
usually some words of a poem called the ^'^^^ 
rcffu^kr descriptiw of the events of Uie last aay, 
the ju^^cnt, &c. ; to the air h«re noted- 




Soob . hha'-na men an - »ba-i-soo-war Wa- 




- 1 - 'e - ba'd* bi - 1 - mo't cka-har. 



The following is a translation of the commencenie^^t 
of this poem. 

« II assert] the abwlute glory of Him who createth whatever 
hath form ; 

And reduceth his servants by death : 

Who brineeth to nought [all] his creatures, with mankind . 

They shaU all lie in the graves: 

the absolute glory of the Lord of the eastf : 

The absolute glory of the Lord of the west J: 

The absolute glory of the illuminator of the two iignts ; 

The sun, to wit, aud \h» moon : 

His absolute glory : how bountiful is He ! 

His absolute glory : how clement is He J 

His ab8ol^te glory : how great is He I 

When a servant rebelleth ag^st pim, He |iroteeteth. 

« 9j4J0bafd is a vulgar contraction, for ^al^^-i-eba'd. — ^t will 
be observed (from the specimen here given, in the first two 
lines') that this poem is not in the literary dialect of Arabic. 

+ Literally, <* the two easts," or " the two places of sunrise :*' 
the point where the sun rises in summer, and that where it 
rises in winter. 

X Ox, ** tlie t'^o Pl»<^* °^ sunset. 
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The school-boys immediately precede thie bier, which 
is borne head- foremost. Three or four friends of the 
deceased usually carry it for a short distancie : then 
tjaree or four other friends bear it a little lurthei' ;, anii 
then these dre in like mannei: relieved. Behind the 
bier walk the female inourners ; sometimes a gfbtip 
of more than a dozen, or twenty ; with their haik* 
disiievelled, though generally concealed by the hiead- 
veil ; crying and shrieking, as before described ; arid 
often, the hired "mourners accompany them, celebrat- 
ing the praises of the deceased. Among the womett, 
the relations and domestics of thie deceased are each 
distinguished by a strip of linen or cotton stiitf bir 
maslin, generally blue, bound round the head, and 
tied in a single knot behind : the ends hanging down 
a few inches*. Each of these also carries a handker- 
chief, usually dyed blue : which she sometimes holds 
over her shoulaers, ana at other times twirls with 
both hands over her head, or before her face. The 
cri^s of the woihen, the lively chanting of the youths, 
and the deep tones uttered by the Yeihenee'yeh, 
' con^pose a strange discord. 

The wailing of women at funerals was forbidden 
by the Prophet ; and so, also, was the celebration pf 
the virtues of the decease^. Mohham'mad declared, 
that the viilues thus ascribed to a dead person woiild 
be subjects of reproach to him, if he did not possess 
them, in a future state. It is astonishing to see how 
some of the precepts of the Prophet are every day 
violated by dll classes of the modern Moos'lims ; the 
Wah'ha'bees alone excepted. — I have sometimes seen 
mourning women of the lower classes, following a 
bieri having their faces (which were barie), and 

. I III the funeral-scenes represented on the walls of ancient 
Egyptian tombs, we often see females with a similar bandage 
round the head. 
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their head-ooverings and bosoms, besmeared with 
mud *. 

The funeral-procession of a man of wealth, or of a 
person of the middle classes, is sometimes preceded 
by three or four or more camels, bearing bread and 
water to give to the poor at the tomb ; and is com- 
posed of a more numerous and varied assemblage ot 
persons. The foremost of these are the Yemenee'- 
yeh, who chant the profession of the faith, as de- 
scribed above. They are generally followed by some 
male friends of the deceased, and some learned and 
devout persons who have been invited to attend the 
funeral. Next follows a group of four or more 
fick'ees, chanting the Soo^rat elrAnWm (the 6th 
chapter of the Ckoor-a'n) ; and sometimes, another 
group, chanting the Soo'rat Ya'-Seen (the 36th 
chapter) ; another, chanting the Soo'rat el-Kakf 
(the 18th chapter) ; and another, chanting the Soo'- 
rat ed'Boakh!kha*n (the 44th chapter). These are 
followed by some moon'shids, singing the Boor^deh ; 
and these, by certain persons called As-hhafb el^Ahh- 
za% who are members of religious orders founded 
by celebrated sheykhs. There are generally four or 
more of the order of the Hhezb es-Sa'da't; a similar 
group of the Hhezb Esh-Sha'zilee ; and another of 
the Hhezb Esh-Shaara'wee : each group chants a 
particular form of prayer. After them are generally 
borne two or more half -furled flags, the banners of 
one or other of the principal orders of durwee'shes. 

* This was a custom of the ancient Egyptians : it is de* 
scribed by Herodotus^ lib. ii., cap. 85. — ^Passengers in the 
streets and roads, when a corpse is borne by to the tomb, 
often say, — f* God is most great \ God is most great I This 
is what God and his Apostle have promised : and God and 
his Apostle have spoken truth. O God, increase our faith 
and submission P' — ^I'he women, pointing with the finger at 
the bier, say, — '* I testify that there is no dtity but God.' 
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Then follow the school-boys^ the bier, and the female 
mourners, as in the - procession before described ; 
and, perhaps, the led horses of the bearers, if these 
be men of rank. A buffalo, to be sacrificed at the 
tomb, where its flesh is to be distributed to the poor, 
sometimes closes the procession. 

The funeral of a devout sheykh, or of one of the 
great 'OoKama, is still more numerously attended; 
and the bier of such a person is not covered with a 
shawl. A weVee is further honoured in his funeral by 
a remarkable custom. Women follow his bier ; but, 
instead of wailing, as they would after the corpse of 
an ordinary mortal, they rend the air with the shrill 
and quavering cries of joy called zughfciredi; and 
if these cries are discontinued but for s^minute, the 
bearers of the bier protest that they cannot proceed ; 
that a supernatural power rivets them to the spot 
on which they stand. Very often, it is said, a wer ee 
impels the bearers of his corpse to a particular spot. 
The following anecdote, describing an ingenious mode 
of puzzling a dead saint in a case of this kind, was 
related to me by one of my friends. — Some men 
were lately bearing the corpse of a wel'ee to a tomb 
prepared for it in the great cemetery on the north of 
the metropolis; but, on arriving at the gate called 
Ba'b en-Nusr, which leads to this cemetery, they 
found themselves unable to proceed furtiier, from 
the cause above mentioned. *' It seems," said one of 
the bearers, *' that the sheykh is determined not to be 
buried in the cemetery of Ba'b en-Nusr : and what 
shall we do ? " They were all much perplexed : but 
being as obstinate as the saint himself, they did not 
immediately yield to his caprice. Retreating a few 
paces, and then advancing with a quick step, they 
thought, by such an impetus, to force the corpse 
through the gate-way ; but their efforts were unsuc- 
cessful ; and the same experiment they repeated in 
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vaiii several timba. They then placed the bier oh tne 
ground to rest aud consult ; aad one of (hem, bec- 
koning away bis comrades to a distance beyuhd tbe 
hearing of Ihi^ dead saint, said to them, " Let iia 
take up tlie bier ugaiii, aud turn it round quicklj 
several .times till the sheykh becomes giddy; he 
then tvill not know in what direction we are.giung, 
and we may take liim easily through the gate." TUs 
tbey did ; the suiiit y/aa [inzzled as they expected ; 
and quietly biiried in tue place which he bad eo 
slriven to avoid. 

The biers used for the canveyaQce of the corpses 
of females and bovs are ditferent from those of men. 
They are furtilsheo with a ctJver of wood, over w^ich 
a shawl is spread, as over the bier of a man ; and at 
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the head is ari upright piece of wood, called a shdMd, 
The sha'hid is cbvered with a shawl; and tb thfe 
uppeir part of It, when the bier is used tb convey the 
body of a feirlare of thie middle or higher class, se- 
veral brnameiiis of female head-dress are attsichied : 
oh the t(dl[), which is flat and circulat, is often placed 
a clcoor's (the round ornament bf gold or Silver sfet 
tVith diainoilds, or of eihbossied gbld; which is worn bh 
the crown bf the head-dress) : to the back is siis- 
jperided the suf'd (or a number of braids of blabk 
silk with gold ornaments albhg each, which are wdrti 
by the ladies, iii additlbn to their plaitd bf haih 
hanging down the back). The bier of a boy is dis- 
tinguished by a tiirbiail, gfeiierally formed bf a fed 
Rashriiee'r shaWl, wound round the tojp of the sha'- 
hid ; which, in the case of a youn^ boy, is alsb often 
decorated with thie ckbor's and suf 'a. Tne corpse of 
d very young child is carried to the tomb ill the 
arms of a man, and nierely covered with d shawl ; or; 
in a viery small bier borne otl a ihan's head. 

In the fiinierals of females and boys, the bier is 
usually only preceded by the Yemenee'yeh, chanting 
the profession of faith, and by soiiie male relations of 
the deceasied ; and followed by the female mourners ; 
unless the deceased were of a family of wealth, or of 
considerable station in the world ; in which case, the 
funeral procession is distinguished by some additional 
display, t shall give a short description bf one of the 
most genteel and decorous funerals of this kind that I 
have witnessed : it was that of a young, unmarrieil 
lady. — Two men, each bearing a large, furled, greep 
flag, headed the procession, preceaing the Yemeriefe'- 
yeh, who chanted in aii imusually low and solemn 
nianner. Thesie fackee'rs, who were In number about 
eight, were followed by a group of flbk'ees, chantiiig 
a chapter of the Ckoor-a'n. Next after the latter 
was a irian bearing a I^lrg^ branch of 7\ubck (or lote- 

s 5 
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tree), an emblem of the deceased*. On each side 
of him walked a person bearing a tali staff or cane, to 
the top of which were attached several hoops orna- 
mented with strips of various-coloured paper. These 
were followed by two Turkish soldiers, side by side : 
one bearing, on a small round tray, a gilt silver 
ckoom'ckoom of rose-water; and the other bear- 
ing, on a similar tray, a miykhat^ah of gilt silver, in 
which some odoriferous substance (as benzoin, or 
frankincense) was burning. These vessels difiused 
the odour of their contents on the way ; and were 
afterwards used to perfume the sepulchral vault. Pas- 
sengers were occasionally sprinkled with the rose- 
water. Next followed four men, each of whom bore, 
upon a small tray, several small lighted tapers of 
wax, stuck in lumps of paste of Khevlna, Tlie bier 
was covered with rich shawls ; and its sha'hid was 
decorated with handsome ornaments of the head; 
having, besides the sufa, a ckoot^sah aimers (a long 
ornament of gold and diamonds, worn over the fore- 
head), and, upon its flat top, a rich diamond ckoor's. 
These were the jewels of the deceased ; or were per- 
haps, as is often the case, borrowed for the occasion. 
The female mourners, in number about seven or 
eight, clad in the usual manner of the ladies of 
Egypt (with the black silk covering, &c.)» followed 
the bier, not on foot as is the common custom in 
funerals in this country, but mounted on high-saddled 
asses ; and only the last two or three of them were 
wailing ; these being, probably, hired mourners. — 
In another funeral-procession of a female, the 
daughter of a Turk of high rank, the Yemenee'yeh 
were followed by six black slaves, walking two by two. 
The first two slaves bore each a silver ckoom'ckoom 
of rose-water, which they sprinkled on the passen- 

^ This is only borne in funerals of young persons. 
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gers ; and ond of them honoured me so profasely as 
to wet my dress very uncomfortably; after which, 
he poured a small quantity into my hands ; and I 
wetted my face with it, according to custom. Each 
of the next two bore a silver mib'khar'ah,*with per- 
fume; and the other two carried each a silver 
'aVckee (or hanging censer), with burning charcoal 
and frankincense. The jewels on the sha'hid of the 
bier were of a costly description. Eleven ladies, 
mounted on high-saddled asses, together with several 
nedda'behs, foUowed. 

The rites and ceremonies performed in the mosque, 
and at the tomb, and after the funeral, remain to 
be described. — If the deceased died in any of the 
northern quarters of the metropolis, the body is 
usually carried, in preference, to the mosque of the 
Hhasaney'n ; unless he were a poor man, not resid- 
ing near to that venerated sanctuary ; in which case, 
his friends generally carry his corpse to any neigh- 
bouring mosque, to save time, and avoid unnecessary 
expense. If he were one of the 'ool'ama (that is, 
of a learned profession, however humble), his corpse 
is usually taken to the great mosque El-Az'har. The 
people of the southern parts of the metropolis gene- 
rally carry their dead to the mosque of the sey'yideh 
Ze/neb, or to that of any other celebrated saint. 
The reason of choosing such mosques in preference 
to others is the belief that the prayers offered up at 
the tombs of very holy persons are especially suc- 
cessful. 

The bier, being brought into the mosque, is laid 
upon the floor, in the usual place of prayer, with the 
right side towards the ckib'leh, or the direction of 
Mek'keh. The Ima*m of the mosque stands before 
the left side of the bier, facing it and the ckiVieh ; 
and a servant of the mosque, as a moobcUUigh (to 
repeat the words of the Ima'm), at the feet. Thie 
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attehdahts of the funeral range them§)eltes behiiid 
the liha'm ; the wonien staildihg apaH, behind the 
men ; for on this occasion thfey are seldom btbltided 
fVom the mbsque. The cbn^eg£ltioti being thiis 
disposed, the Ima'm coihmences the prayei* bvet* the 
dead ; prefacing it with these ivoitis *.-^— *• I purj[)b!^ 
rtecititig the prayer of foilr tetcMiri t, ihfe fhtiferal- 
prayet, bver the deceased Moos'lim hferie pre^hf — 
Oi^ "the decfeasedMoos'limshiBrfeiireseht''i Mtm 
or inbre cbirpses ix^ oflien prdyed bvei* at th^ satufe 
time. Having said this, he exblaims (r^ikihg his 
open hands on each side bf his h)e&d, and tbubhing 
the lobes of his ears with the iextrehlities df kis 
thumbs), "God is most great ! '* The rtlobBalligh 
repeats this exclaniatibn ; and edch ihdilddual bf the 
cbngrfegdtibri behind thfe Irtia'ih does the same; ad 
they also do after the subsecjueht tekb^e'H!: Thie 
liha'm theh i*ecites the Fd't'hhah; and a sebbhd 
time iexctaims; " God is most great ! *' Afiet ^hich, 
he adds, " O Gbd, favout btir Idi-d Mohhdhi'mad, thfe 
Illiterate PH)phet, aiid hiis Faihily ahd Companions^ 
and presferve them "— atid the tWi^ Ufaife exclaihi^i 
"God is ttiost great!** He then is^ys; *' O God; 
▼eidly this is thy servant; and sbh bf thy stervartt: 
he hath departed fVbfai thie rfepose of the i^^bi'ld, dhd 
frbm its business, arid from whfeltever he loVed, flliil 
from thoke by i^horii he Tt^as loved ili it; tb the dark- 
lifes^ bf the gt-£Lvfe, and tb ^hat is prepared fbi- him* 
He did testify that thtel-e is no deity but Thee : thdt 
Thou hast no companion : and that Mohham'mad is 
ihy Servant and thy ajjostte : and Thbd art all-ktiow- 

* I givie ihe form of prayer iised by the Sha'fe'eeiS, ds i>eii]g 
the txiost commob in Cairo. I'hose of the other sects are 
nearly similar to this. 

. f A tekbee'r has been explained in a former chapter ^ as 
being the exclamation of ^'AUa'koQ Aklbar /" or '^ God is most 
great ! " 
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in^ rejjpecling hirii. O God, he hith gone to abldte 
ivith Thee : atld Thou art the bfest With whom to 
abidfe: Hfe Hslth becdme in neled of thy mercy ; and 
Thou hast no need of his punishlnerit. We havie 
Cbtnc to Thfee fehjiplibating that we may intercede for 
him: O God, if he i^erk a doer of goddj oifer-teckoii 
his px)d dfefedfe; and if he Werb in eVil-dder, pdss 
bt'er his fevil-dbings ; aiid of thy merby gtant hitti 
IH^ accfeptahcfe ; diid spdt^ Him tne trial of the ^rate, 
aiid it^ toriii'eiil ; dtid make hlS ^i-dve wide to hitii ; 
Shd kfefep back Ihe edHh frbbi his sides * ; arid of 
iby thercy grant him security frbtn thy torment, Until 
Tndli send him safely to thjr Paradise, O . Tllou most 
therciRil bf IHbsb who show mercy ! " Then, for the 
fotlrth dnd last tirfife, the Ima'm iexclaims, "God is 
thdst gtfeat ! ''—adding,—" O Gdd, Urithhbld hot fi-btti 
lis dtlt rewara for hini [foir the service we have done 
hitti] ; arid leM us riot ihtb ttial after him : psirdbh 
hs And him and all thfe Mooslims, O Lord of all 
erfeattil-es ! " — Tlitis he fihfehes hfe prayer ; greeting 
the angels oh his ri^Ul and left with the salutation 
hf " Peace be bri joli, and the mercy of God ; '* as 
is dohe at the close of thfe drdindry prdyei's. Then, 
addressing the persons piresent, he l8b,ys, " Give yotlr 
testihibriy resj)ectlng hitii." They rfeply, " He wds 
bf the virtuous.'' — The bief Is ttbw taken lip ; and if 
It be in the mosque of the lihasan.e^'ii, br in thdt bf 
any other celebrated saint, thdt the prayet has been 
performed, it is placed l)eforfe the Wiuaksoo'rah (the 
^fcreetl bi* raiKhg that siitrblindS the sepiilchrdl inonti- 
ttiferit br cenotdjih). Here; some bf the tlck'efes arid 
others who have attended the funeral recite the 
Fa't'hhah, and the last thl-ee verses of the Socfrat 
et'bucfc'Urah (br 2d chapter of the Ckck)r-a'n) ; be- 

* It is believed that this body of the wicked is painfully 
oppressed by the earth against its sides in the grave; though 
this is always made hollow. 



302 MODBRN EGYPTIANS. 

ginning, ^ Whatever is in heaven and on earth is 
God's.'* — ^These rites performed, the funeral-train 
proceeds, with the corpse, in the same order as before, 
to the burial-ground *• 

Here I must give a short description of a tomb. — 
It is an oblong vault, having an arched roof; and is 
generally constructed of brick, and plastered. It is 
made hollow in order that the person or persons 
buried in it may be able with ease to sit up when 
visited and examined by the two angels, Moonfkir 
(vulgarly called Na'kir) and Nekeefr, One side 
^ces the direction of Mek'keh; that is, the south- 
east. At the foot, which is to the north-east, is the 
entrance ; before which is constructed a small square 
cell, roofed with stones extending from side to side, 
to prevent the earth from entering the vault. This 
is covered over with earth. The vault is generally 
made large enough to contain four or more bodies. 
If males and females be buried in the same vault, 
which is not commonly the case, a partition is built 
to separate the corpses of one sex from those of the 
other. Over the vault is constructed an obk)ng 
monument (called turkee'beh)^ of stone or brick, with 
a stela, or upright stone (called a sha'hid)^ at the 
head and foot The stete are mostly plain; but 
some of them are ornamented; and that at the head 
is often inscribed with a text from the Ckoor-a'n f, 
and the name of the deceased, with the date of his 
death. A turban, cap, or other head-dress, is also 
sometimes carved on the top of the head-stone ; 
showing the rank or class of the person or peraons 

* Theborial-grounda of Cairo axe mostly outside the town. 
"*I- xv^f* *'»cU on the north, east, and south. Those 
within the town are few, and not extensive. 

wnt^ J^r ^°P^l* ^'^''^f ^® engraving the name of God, or any 
r«t. ^L^A ^?^^^\^on a tomb. He al«o directed that 
tombs should be low, and built only of crude bricks. 
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btiried ih the tbihb. — Over the gravie of an eminent 
sheykh, or dther person of note,* a small square build- 
ilig, crowned with a cupola, is generally erected. 
MihV of thfe tbmbs bf Tlirkish and Memlob'k gran- 
dees liave tnslrblb ttirkee'behs, Which are canopied by 
cupolas Suppbrted by four columns bf marblte ; and 
havte ittsbriplions in gilt lettiirs li^Jdn d ground bf 
diuffe dh thb head-stone. There are humet-ous toitibfe 
of this descHbtioil in the great southern cenifeten^ Bf 
Caitb. Thfe tombs of the Sbblta'hS arte mostly hdhd- 
isomb mbsqueS : some of thiese arfe withih the mettb- 

?biis ; and some, iii the cemfetteribs ih its environs.— 
tiow resume the descriptioii bf the fhtieral. 
Thfe tonib having bfeen bpieried bfeforb the ai^val bf 
the corpse; no delay takfes plate in the burial. The 
Siexlbh and two assistants take the corpse out of thb 
bibr, and deposit it ih the Vault. Its l>andages are 
iititibd ; and it is laid iipon its right side, or so in- 
clined thsit the face is towards Mek'keh. It is su^ 
poHed in tWs position by a feW crudfe bricks. If the 
buter wrapper be a Rashmee'r shavVl, this iS rent ; 
lest its value dhoiild tempt any profane person tb 
violate the tonib. A llttlb earth is gelitly placed by 
arid upon the corpse, by one or more piersons ; and 
the fentrance is closed by replacing the roofii^-stones 
drid earth over the small cell before it But bne 
singular ceremdny remains to be performed, exceptihg 
iii the case of a young child, who is not held resjpori- 
slble for his actions : a fick'ee is employfed to per- 
forifa the office of a niooluckfckin (or instructor of thb 
dfead)* : sitting before the tomb, he says generally 
is follows, — " P servant 6f God! O son of a hand- 
thaid bf God ! know that, at this time, tliiBi-fe will comb 
llowll to thee two angels commissibtied respecting 
thieie and the like of thee : when they say to thfee, 

* The Malikees disapprove of this custom, the ru/jAee'n of 
the dead. 
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* Who 18 ihy Lord?' answer them« * God is my Lord, 
in truth;* and when they ask thee concerning thy 
Prophet, or the man who hath heen sent unto you, 
say to them, * Mcritiham'mad is the AposUe of God,' 
with veracity ; and when they ask thee concerning 
thy religion, say to them, * £l-Isla'm is my religion ;' 
and when they ask thee concerning thy book of direc- 
tion, say to them, * The Ckoor-a'n is my book of 
direction, and the Mooslims are my brothers ;' and 
when they ask thee concerning thy Ckibleli, say to 
them, * The Ka'abeh is my Cki&leh ; and I have lived 
and died in the assertion, that there is no deity but 
God, and M ohham'mad is God's Apostle :' and they 
will say, * Sleep, O servant of God, in the protection 
of God.'" — The soul is believed to remain with the 
body during the first night after the burial ; and on 
this night, to be visited and examined, and perhaps 
the body tortured, by the two angels above men- 
tioned. — ^The Yemenee'yeh and other persons hired 
to attend the funeral are paid at the tomb : the for- 
mer usually receive a piaster each. If the funeral be 
that of a person of rank or wealth, two or three skins 
of water, and as many camel-loads of bread, being 
conveyed to the burial-ground, as before mentioned, 
are there distributed, siter the burial, to the poor, 
who flock thither in great numbers on such an occa- 
sion. It has also been mentioned, that a buffalo is 
sometimes slaughtered, and its flesh in like manner 
distributed. This custom is called el-kqffVrah (or 
the expiation): being supposed to expiate some of 
the minor sins of the deceased, which are termed the 
BoghaHr ; but not the keba'ir^ or great sins. The 
funeral ended, each of the near relations of the de- 
ceased is greeted with a prayer that he may be 
happily compensated for his loss ; or is congratu- 
lated that his life is prolonged. 

The first night after the burial is called Lef/let e^ 
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H^ahh'gf^h (or the Night of Desolation) ; the place 
of the deceased being then left desolate. On this 
night, the following custom is observed. At sunset, 
two or three fick'ees are brought to the house : they 
take a repast of bread and milk in the place where 
the deceased died ; and then recite the Soo'rat el- 
Moolk (or 67th chapter of the Ckoor-a'n). As the 
soul is believed to remain with the body during the 
first night after the burial, and then to depart to the 
place appointed for the residence of good souls until 
the last day, or to the appointed prison in which 
wicked souls await their fineJ doom, this night is also 
called Ley'let el-WcMfdeh (or the Night of Solitude). 
Another ceremony, called that of the Seb'hhah (or 
Bosary), is performed on this occasion, to facilitate 
the entrance of the deceased into a state of happi- 
ness : it usually occupies three or four hours. Afler 
the 'eih'e (or night-fall), some fick'ees, sometimes as 
many as fitlty, assemble in the house ; or, if there be 
not a court, or large apartment, for their reception, 
some matting is spread, for them to sit upon, in front 
of the house. One of them brings a seVhhah com- 
posed of a thousand beads ; each about the size of a 
pigeon's egg. They commence the ceremony by 
reciting the Soo'rat el-Moolk (mentioned above); 
then say, three times, **God is one." Afler this, 
they recite the Sot/rat el-FaHuck (or last chapter but 
one of the Ckoor-a'n), and the opening chapter (the 
F<it'hhah)\ and then three times say, ^*0 God, 
favour, witti the most excellent favour, the most happy 
of thy creatures, our lord Mohham'mad, and his 
Family and Companions, and preserve them:*' to 
which they add, ** All who commemorate Thee are 
the mindful; and those who omit commemorating 
Thee are the negligent.'' They next repeat, tlirice 
one thousand times, '* There is no deity but God ;'* 
one of them holding the seb'hhah, and counting each 
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fepetitibn df these words b; passing a bbad iht'otigli 
his fingers. Aftfer esich tiiousaiid repetitibtis, they 
gbmetinies resi, and bke cofFee. Having completed 
the last ihbUsdnd, and irested, ahd reh-eshed theih- 
fielvgs, Ihfey say, a hlihUred tiihefe, '* [I assert] the 
absolute felbi-y of trbd, with his prhtse:*' theh, the 
Saihte number oF titines. " 1 beg fbrgiVeiiess of God, 
M Gifeal :" dfler which they sdy, fifty tithes, ** [l 
dssert] M absolute olbl^ ot the Lord, M fetemal— 
Itife abSdliite 'glbrj offeiod, the Eternal :*\thfey IheH 
tfep^dt these ^otds of ihte Ckbbr-a'n— *' [Assert] the 
^bsblutie gibry of thy Lord. tH^ Loird of Mi^ht ; fex- 
fenipling Hini frbih thai which they tnaihfely Chi:is- 
tiall^ dhd blher§] asciribe to llirh fthat is, firbih the 
h^Viti^ d ^bn, Or j[iartaker of his gbahea'd] ; afad pieacQ 
be bit the Abbstle^ ; ^nd praise be to God, the Lord 
blr dil cr'ekhif'es * ! *' iNvo br thtiee br more of them 
theti tecite, eacK, ah *i2«Ar, ot about two or three 
t'erses bf tHie Cfeboi'-a'h. I'his (lone, one of them 
dsks his compianibus, " Have yfe transferred [the 
iherit of j , what ye have riecited to the soul of the 
deceaseil?" I'hey reply, *' We have transferred it;*' 
and add,.** And peace be bn the Apostles," &c., as 
above. This concludes the ceremony of thfe seVhhah, 
which, in the hoiiisfes of the rich, is also repeated bn 
the siBcbhd and third nights. This cereniony is 
likewisie perfprmied in a family on their receiving 
intelligiehce of the death of a niear relation. 

The men inake ho alteration in their dress in 
token of mourning ; hbr do the women oh the death 
of an elderlv riiari ; but they do for others. In the 
latter cases, they dye their shirts, head- veils, face- veils, 
ahd handkerchiefs, bf a blue, or of an almost black, 
tolouir, with ihdigb ; and some of them, with the same 
dye, staiii their hands, and their airms as high as the 

* chapter xxxvii., last three verses. 
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e)bq\y ; a(^d sme£|.r tlie walls of the cl^ambers. When 
ihe ipaster of ti^e house, pr the owner of the furniture,' 
19 <]^ad, an4 spmetimes in other cases, they also turn 
upside-down the carpets, mats, cushions^ and cover- 
ings of the deewa'ns. In general, the wopien, while 
in mourning, leave their hair unbrajded ; cease to 
Vf^ear some of their ornaments ; and, if they smoke, 
use common reed pipes. 

Towards the close of tl^e first Tliursday after ^he 
fm^ieral *, the women of the family of the deceased 
again commence a wailing, in their house, accom- 
panied by spm^e of their female friends ; and in the 
afternpon or evening of this day, male friends of the 
deceased also visit the hous^; and thre^ or four 
fick'ees ^re ei^ployed to perforiri ^ ^kuifmek, — On 
the Friday piornipg, thp women repair to the tomb ; 
where they observe the same customs wnich I have 
described in speaking of the ceremonies performed 
on the twp grand eefj^, jp thft ^pond pf the chapters 
on periodical public festivals, &c. ; g^p^Tal)Y tf^V^^S ^ 
palm-branch, to break up, and place on the tomb ; 
and some cakes or bresul to distribute to the poor. 
These ceremonies are repeated on the same days of 
the next two weeks ; and again, on the Thursday and 
Friday which complete, or next follow, the first period 
of forty days f after the funeral : whence this Friday 
is called d-Arha^e^n^ or Go(ym!*ai el-Arba'effn. 

It is customary among the peasants of Upper 
Egypt, for the female relations and firiends of a per- 
son deceased to meet together by his house, on each 
of the first three days after the funeral, and there to 
perform a lamentation and a strange kind of dance. 
They daub their faces and bosoms, and part of their 
dress, with mud; and tie a rope-girdle, generally 
made of the coarse grass called hhaffuy round the 

* And often, early in the morning of this day. 
t See GenesiS; l.| 3* 
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SUPPLEMENT. 
L Tub Copts. 

The fame of that ^eat nation from which the Copt& 
derive their origin renders this people objects of much 
interest, especially to one who has examined the won- 
derful monuments of Ancient Egypt : but so great 
is the aversion with which, like their illustrious, ances- 
tors, they regard all persons who are not of their own 
race, and so reluctant are they to admit such persons 
to any familiar intercourse with them, that I had 
almost despaired of gaining an insight into their 
religious, moral, and social state. At length, how- 
ever, I had the good fortune to become acquainted 
with a character of which I had doubted the existence 
—a Copt of a liberal as well as an intelligent mind ; 
and to his kindness I am indebted for the knowledge 
of most of the facts related in the following brief 
memoir. 

The Copts, at present, compose less than one four- 
teenth part of the population of Egypt ; their number 
being not more than about a hundred and fifty thou- 
sand. About ten thousand of them reside in the 
metropolis. In some parts of Upper Egypt are vil- 
lages exclusively inhabited by persons of this race ; 
and the district called the Feiyoo'm particularly 
abounds with them. The vast number of ruined 
convents and churches existing in various parts of 
Eg^t shows that the Copts were very numerous a 
few centuries ago ; but every year many of them have 
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embraced the Mohhammadan faith, and become ia- 
temiixed by marriage with Mooslims ; and thus the 
number of genuine and Christian'Copts has been 
reduced to its present small amount. 

The Copts are undoubtedly descendants of the an- 
cient Egyptians ; but not an unmixed race ; their 
ancestors in the earlier ages of Christianity haying 
intermarried with Greeks, Nubians, Abyssinians, and 
other foreigners. Their name is correctly pronounced 
either Ckooht or CHbt ; but more commonly, Goobt 
or Gibt^ and (in Cairo and its neighbour)aood, i^nd in 
some other parts of Egypt), ^Oobt or 'Jbt : in the sin- 
gular, it is pronounced Ckoob'iee, Ckib'teie^ Goob'tecj 
GibHeCy *Ooh'/e^y or 'lb' lee. All of these sovjnds be^ 
a great resemblapce to the ancient C[r^e)s name of 
Egypt (AlyvvToc} : but it is geue^ally believed %\\^ 
the naipeof ^'Ckoobf' is derived from Coptos (onc^ ^ 
great city, in Upper Egypt), pow called Ckooft^ qr, 
more commonly, Goqft ; \q which vast ni;ii^bevs qf ^^ 
Chrjstiai\ Egyptians retired during t'he per^^cu^iqi;^ 
with which their sect w^s visited under several ox |he 
Roman Emperors. Tb€! Cppts hs^^ve not altogetnQf 
lost their ancient language ; their liturgy and SQvipral 
of their religious hopl^s b^ing written in \\ ; but \^^ 
Coptic has become a dead Is^nguage, understood 1^ 
very few persons ; and the Arabic has been adqp(ed 
in its stead. 

With respect to their personal characteristic^,, t^0 
observe some striking points of resemblance;, and yet, 
upon the whole, a considerable diiterenp^) betwef,Q 
the Copts and the ancient Egyptians, if we m^y 
judge of the latter from the paintings and sculptnres 
in their tombs and temples. The di^Terence is, how- 
ever, easily accounted for by the facj; of the intermar- 
riages of the ancestors of the modern Copts wi^h 
foreigners, above mentioned. The peop]e who bear 
the greatest resemblance to the ancient Egyptmnsi III 
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present, are ihe Noo'beh (or more genuine Nubians) ; 
and next to tliese, the Abyssinians and the Copts ; 
who are, notwithstanding', much unlike each other. 
The Copts differ but little from the generality of their 
Moos'lim countrymen : the latter being chiefly de- 
scended from Arabs and from Copts who have em- 
braced the faith of the Arabs, and having thus become 
assimilated to the Copts in features. I find it diffi- 
cult, sometimes, to perceive any difference between a 
Copt and a Moos'lim Egyptian beyond a certain down- 
cast and sullen expression of countenance which gene- 
rally marks the former ; and the Moos'lims themselves 
are often deceived when they see a Copt in a white 
turban. We observe, in the latter, the same shades 
of complexion, in different latitudes of the country, 
as in the former ; varying from a pale yellowish 
colour to a deep bronze or brown. The eyes of the 
Copt are generally large and elongated, slightly in- 
clining from the nose upwards, and always black : the 
nose is strait, excepting at the end, where it is 
rounded, and wide : the lips are rather thick ; and 
the hair is black and curly. The Copts are, gene- 
rally speaking, somewhat under the middle size ; and 
so, as it appears from the mummies, were the ancient 
Egyptians. Their women, of the higher and middle 
classes in particular, blacken the edges of their eye- 
lids with kohhl ; and those of the lower orders tattoo 
blue marks upon their faces, hands, &c., in the same 
manner as other Egyptian females, but usually intro- 
duce the cross among these ornaments. Most of the 
Copts circumcise their sons; and another practice 
which prevailed among their pagan ancestors, men- 
tioned by Strabo, and alluded to in a note subjoined 
to page 85 of the former volume of this work, is ob* 
served among the Copts without exception. 

The dress of the Copts is similar to that of the 
Moos'lim Egyptians ; excepting that the proper tur- 

VOL. II. T 
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ban of the former is black or blue, or of a greyish or 
light brown colour; and such Copts as wear cloth 
generally choose dull colours, and often wear a black 
cotton gown, or loose shirt, over their cloth and silk 
dress. In the towns, they are usually careful thus to 
distinguish themselves from the Moos'lims; but in 
the villages, many of them wear the white or red 
turban. Other Christians, and Jews, who are sub- 
jects of the Turkish Soolta'n, are distinguished from 
the MoosMims in the same manner; but not all: 
many Armenians, Greeks, and Syrian Christians wear 
the white turban. Subjects of European Christian 
powers are allowed to do the same, and to adopt 
altogether the Turkish dress. The occasions which 
originally caused the Copts to be distinguished by the 
black and blue turbans vnll be mentioned in some 
historical notes respecting this people hereafter. — The 
Copt women veil their faces, not only in public, but 
also in the house, when any men, excepting their 
near relations, are present. The unmarried ladies, 
and females of the lower orders, in public, generally 
wear the white veil : the black veil is worn by the 
more respectable of the married ladies ; but the white 
is adopted by many, from a desire to imitate the 
Moos'lim'ehs. 

The Copts, with the exception of a small propor- 
tion who profess the Romish or the Greek faith, are 
Christians of the sect called Jacobites, Eutychians, 
Monophysites, and Monothelites; whose creed was 
condemned by the Council of Chalcedon, in the reign 
of the Emperoi* Marcion. They received the appel- 
lation of "Jacobites" {Va'afckibehy or Yaackoo' bees'), 
by which they are generally known, from Jacobus 
Baradaeus, a Syrian, who was a chief propagator of 
the Eutychian doctrines. Those who adhered to the 
Greek faith were distinguished from the former by 
the name of « Melekites" {Mdeheelyeh, or Mel'tkees), 
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that is to say, ^ Royalists," because tliey agreed in 
faith with the Emperor of Constantinople. The se- 
cession of the great majority of the Copts from what 
was generally considered the orthodox church gave 
rise to an implacable enmity between them and the 
Greeks, under whom they suffered much persecution, 
and with whom they would no longer even con- 
tract marriages. This enmity was, of course, more 
bitter on the part of the Copts : they gladly received 
the Arab invaders of their country, and united with 
them to expel the Greeks. Their revenge was g^- 
tified ; but they were made to bow their necks to a 
heavier yoke : yet the hatred with which even the 
modem Copts regard the Greeks and all other 
Christians who are not of their own sect is much 
greater than that which they bear towards the Mooi/- 
lims. — Saint Mark, they assert, was the first who 
preached the Gospel in Elgypt ; and they regard him 
as the first Patriarch of Alexandria, The Nubians 
and Abyssinians embraced Christianity soon after the 
Egyptians; and, following the same example, they 
adopted the Jacobite doctrines. The Nubians have 
become Moosflims; and boast that there is not a 
single Christian among their race, and that they 
will never allow one to live among them; for, as 
they are more ignorant, so are they also more bigoted, 
than the generality of Moos'lims. In Abyssinia, Ja- 
cobite Christianity is still the prevailing reUgion. 

The religious orders of the Coptic Church consist 
of a Patriarch, a Metropolitan of the Abyssinians, 
Bishops, Archpriests, Priests, Deacons, and Monks. 

The Patriarch {el-Bui'rak) is the supreme head of 
the church ; and occupies the chair of Saint Mark. 
He generally resides in Cairo ; but is styled " Pa- 
triarch of Alexandria." He is chosen from among 
the order of monks ; with whose regulations he con- 
tinues to comply ; and it is a point of these regula- 
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tioiis that he remains unmarried. He is obliged to 
wear woollen garments next his body ; but these are 
of the finest and softest (juality, like the shawls of 
Kashmee'r; and are concealed by habits of rich silks 
and cloth. So rigid are the rules with which he is 
obliged to conform, that, whenever he sleeps, he is 
waked after every quarter of an hour *. A patriarch 
may be appointed by his predecessor; but, gene- 
rally, he is chosen by lot ; and always from among 
the monks of the Convent of Saint Anthony {Deyr 
Aniocfniyo(/s\ in the Eastern Desert of Egypt, near 
the western Gulf of the Red Sea. The bishops and 
principal priests, when a patriarch is to be elected, 
apply to the superior of the convent above mentioned, 
who names about eight or nine monks whom he 
considers qualified for the high office of head of the 
church : the names of these persons are written, each 
upon a separate slip of pax)er, which pieces of paper 
are then rolled into the form of little balls, and put 
into a drawer ; a priest draws one, without looking ; 
and the person whose name is thus drawn is invited 
as patriarch. Formerly, a young child was employed 
to draw the lot ; being supposed to be more under the 
direction of heaven. 

The property at the disposal of the patriarch is 
very considerable : it chiefly consists in houses ; and 
can only be employed for pious uses. Modem pa- 
triarchs have done little more than augment their 
property: generally, when a Copt sells a house in 
Cairo, the patriarch bids for it; and no one ventures 
to bid against him ; so that the owner of the house 
is obliged to part with it for considerably less than its 
just value. 

The patriarch and bishops wear a turban of a wider 

* Kmht^9Ttirtf tntnsv. Compare the ftccouiit given by He- 
rodotus ot the habits oi' the priests of ancient Ei^ypt : lib. ii., 
cap. 37. 



; much 
resembling the moock'leh of the J 
but of the same dark colour aa those of the other 
Copla. 
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The Metropolitan of the Abyaainmns {el-Mjare^ii} 
is .appointed by the Patriarch. He retains his office 
for life ; and resides ia Abyssinia. 

A bishop (_Oo^rkoof) is generally (or, I am told, 
always) chosen from among the monks ; and conti- 
nues, like the patriarch, to conform with their regu- 
lations. The canons uf the church do not require 
that bishops should be monks ; but unmarried men, 
or widowers, were formerly always chosen for the 
episcopal office. The number of bishops is twelve. 

An Archpriest (Ckoom'mooK) is elevated from the 
order of common priests. The archpriests are nu- 

A priest (Ckate/s) must have been a deacon : he 
' must be without bodily defect, at least thirty-three 
years of age, and a person who has never married, or 
who has married but one wife, and taken that wife a 
virgin, and married her before he became a priest ; 
fiir he cannot marry oAer. If a priest's wife die, he 
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cannot marry a^in; nor is the widow of a priest 
allowed to marry a second husband. A priest may 
be of the order of monks ; and, consequently, unmar- 
ried. He is supported only by alms, and by what he 
obtains tlirough his own industry. Both priests and 
deacons are ordained either by the Falriarch or by 
a bishop. The priests wear u turban formed of a 
long, narrow band. This was worn, a few years 
Bgo, by all the Copts in Cairo: a desire to imit^ite 
the Moos'lims has made them change tie style. 



TnibiD or • Coptic Frint. 

A Deacon (Shemm^s) must be either unmarried 
or a person who has only once married, to a virgin 
bride. If he taiie a second wife, or marry a widow, 
he loses his office. He may he. of the ortlcr of 
monks, as a^^pears from what has been said above. 

A Monk (Aa'At6) must have submitted to a long 
trial of his patience and piety, and made a vow of 
celibacy, before his admission into tbe monastic order. 
He usually performs meniid and arduous services, 
previously to his admission, for a jear, or a year and 
a half, in some sequestered convent in the desert. He 
is generally employed in fetching wood and water, 
sweeping the convent, &c., and wailing upon the 
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monks; and expends all his property (if he have 
any) in the purchase of clothes and other necessaries 
for the monks and the poor in general. If, after a 
sufficient service, he persevere in his resolution, he is 
admitted. The prayers of the dead are recited ovei 
him, to celebrate lus death to the world ; and it has 
been said that, when he dies, he is buried without 
prayer ; but I am informed that this is not the case. 
The monks are very numerous, and there are many 
nuns. They lead a life of great austerity ; and are 
obliged always to wear woollen garments next the 
body. Every monk is distinguished by a strip of 
woollen stuff, of a deep blue or black colour, about 
four inches wide, attached beneath the turban and 
hanging down the back to the length of about a foot*. 
A woollen shirt is generally the only article of dress 
worn by the monks, beside the turban. They eat 
two meals in the course of the day, at noon and in 
the evening; but, if living in a convent, seldom any- 
thing more than lentils ; as most of their convents are 
in the desert: on feast-days, however, they eat flesh, 
if it be procurable. The number of convents and 
churches is said to be a hundred and forty-sixt ; but 
the former are few in comparison with the latter. 

The Coptic church recommends baptizing boys at 
the age of forty days, and girls at the age of eighty 
days, if they continue so long well and healthy ; but 
earlier if they be ill, and in apparent danger of death ; 
for it is a prevailing belief among the Copts, that, if 
a child die unbaptized, it will be blind in the next 
life, and the parents are held guilty of a sin, for which 

* I have neglected to write the name of this appendage ; 
but if my memory do not deceive me^ I was told that it is 
termed ckala/t'weh, whidi word seems to be a corruption of 
ckaien^sooweA. Mengin calls it kcUoucyeh (Hist* de TEgypte 
sous Mohammed*Aly, tome ii., p. 290.) 

t Mengiu; ubi supra^ pp. 284 — 289. 
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they must do penance, either by repeating many 
prayers, or by fasting : yet people of the lower or- 
ders, if living at an inconvenient distance from a 
church, and even in other cases, often neglect bap- 
tizing their children for a whole year. The child is 
dipped three times in the water, in which a little holy 
oil, dropped on the priest* s thumb, has been washed 
off; and prayers, entirely in Coptic, are repeated over 
it. The Copts hold that the Holy Spirit descends 
upon the child in baptism. No money is taken 
by the priest for performing the baptismal service, 
unless voluntarily offered. 

I have said that most of the Copts circumcise their 
sons. Not many of them in Cairo, I am told, do 
so; but in other parts, all, or almost all, observe 
this rite. The operation is generally performed when 
the child is about seven or eight years of age ; and 
always privately : there is no fixed age for its per- 
formance : some of the Copts are circumcised at the 
early age of two years; and some at the age of 
twenty years, or more. The more enlightened of the 
Copts certainly regard circumcision as a practice to 
be commended ; but not as a religious rite ; which 
the priests declare it is not. It appears, however, 
from its being universal among the peasantry, that 
these look upon it as something more than a mere 
civil rite ; for if they regarded it as being of no 
higher importance, surely they would leave the more 
polished to comply with the custom. Some say it is 
in imitation of Clurist, who submitted to this rite, that 
they perform it. It is a relic of ancient customs. 

The Copts have numerous schools ; but for boys 
only : very few females among them can read ; and 
those have been instructed at home. The boys are 
taught the Psalms of David, the Gospels, and the 
Apostolical Epistles, in Arabic ; and then the Gos- 
pels and Epistles in Coptic. They do not learn the 
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Coptic language grammatically ; and I am told that 
there is not to be found, among the Copts, any per- 
son who can write or speak that language with cor- 
rectness or ease ; and that there are very few persons 
who can do more than repeat what they have com- 
mitted to memory, of the Scriptures and Liturgy. 
The Coptic language gradually fell into disuse after 
the conquest of Egypt by the Arabs. For two cen- 
turies after that event, it appears to have been the 
only language that the generality of the Copts un- 
derstood; but before the tenth century of our era, 
most of the inhabitants of Lower Egypt had ceased 
to speak and understand it * ; though, in the Sa'ee'd 
(or Upper Egypt), El-Muckree'zee tells, the women 
and children of the Copts, in his time (that is, about 
the close of the fourteenth century of our era, or the 
early part of the fifteenth) , scarcely spoke any other 
language thail the Sa'ee'dee Coptic ; and had a com- 
plete knowledge of the Greek. Soon aft«r this period, 
the Coptic language fell into disuse in Upper Egypt, 
as it had done so long before in the Lower Pro- 
vinces ; and the Arabic was adopted in its stead. All 
the Copts who have been instructed at a school still 
pray, both in the church and in private, in Coptic ; and 
the Scriptures are still always read in the churches in 
that language ; but they are explained, from books, 
in Arabic. Many books for the use of priests and 
other persons are written in the Coptic language ex- 
pressed in Arabic characters. 

The ordinary private prayers of the Copts are a 
subject particularly worthy of notice. In these they 
seem to have imitated the Jews, and to resemble the 
Moosflims. I am informed that there are few of 
them in Cairo who do not comply with a precept of 
their church which enjoins them to pray seven times 

* Tiiiti has been shown by Quatremere^ in his Researches on 
the Language and Literature of Kgypt. 
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in the course of the day. The first prayer is said at 
day-break ; the second, at the third hour ; the third, 
at the sixth hour ; the fourth, at the ninth hour ; the 
fiflh, at the eleventh hour; the sixth, at the twelfth 
hour, which b sunset; and the seventh, at midnight. 
In each of these prayers, those persons who have 
learned to read, and are strict in the performance of 
their religious duties* recite several of the Psalms of 
David (about a seventh part of the whole book of 
Psalms) in Arabic, and a chapter of one of the four 
Gospels in the same language; after which they say, 
either in Coptic or Arabic, ** O my Lord ! have 
mercy!" forty-one times; some using a string of 
forty-one beads; others counting by their fingers: 
they then add a short prayer in Coptic. In the seven 
prayers of each day, altogether, they repeat the whole 
book of Psalms. Such, I am assured, are the rigid 
practices of the more strict and instructed classes in 
their daily worship. The illiterate repeat, in each 
of tlie seven daily prayers, the Lord's Prayer seven 
times, and '' O my Lord! have mercy!" forty-one 
times. Previously to private as well as public prayer, 
persons of the better and stricter classes wash their 
hands and face ; and some also wash their feet ; and 
in prayer they always face the east. Though, in most 
of the rules above mentioned they nearly resemble 
the Jews and the Mooslims, they differ from both 
these sects in holding that prayer, excepting with the 
congregation in the church, is better peiformed in 
private than in public. Their ordinary prayers, or 
at least the latter and shorter form, they often repeat 
while walking or riding or otherwise actively em- 
ployed. I can hardly believe that the longer form is 
generally used by the instructed classes; though I 
am positively assured that it is. 

The larger churches are divided into four or five 
compartments. The Hei/kel^ or Chancel, cont«iin 



THE COPT«. 323 

ing the altar, occupies the central and chief portion 
of the compartment at the upper end, which is 
screened fcom the rest of the church by a close par- 
tition or wall of wooden panel-work, having a door 
in the centre, the entrance of the Hey'kel, before 
which is suspended a curtain, with a large cross 
worked upon it. The compartment next before this 
is appropriated to the priests who read the lessons, 
&c., and to boys who serve as acolytes and singers, 
and the chief members of the congregation : thas is 
separated from the compartment next before it by a 
partition of wooden lattice-work, about eight or nine 
feet high, with three doors, or a single door in the 
centre. The inferior members of the congregation 
occupy the next compartment, or next two compart- 
ments ; and the lowest is appropriated to the women, 
and is screened in front by a partition of wooden 
lattice-work, to conceal them entirely from the men. 
Upon the walls of the church are suspended ill- 
executed and gaudy pictures of various saints ; par- 
ticularly of the patron-saint ; but no images are ad- 
mitted. The floor is covered with mats. 

Every man takes off his shoes on entering the 
church ; but he retains his turban. He first goes to 
the door of the He/kel, prostrates himself before it, 
and kisses the hem of its curtain. He then prostrates 
himself, or makes a bow, and a salutation with the 
hand, before one or more pictures of saints, and some- 
times kisses the hand of one or more of the officiat- 
ing priests, in the compartment next before the 
Heykel. Almost every member of the congrega- 
tion has a crutch, about four feet and a half or five 
feet long, to lean upon while he stands ; which he 
does during the greater part of the service. The 
full service (with the celebration of the Eucharist) 
occupies between three and four hours; generally 
commencing at day-break. 
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The priests who officiate in the H«ykel mre <cUul in 

handsome robes ; but the others wear only their ordi- 
nary dress. The whole of the senrice that is per* 
formed in the Hey'kel is in the Coptic langaag^e; 
no other language being allowed to be spoken within 
the sanctuary. The priests without, standing of^io- 
site and facing the door of the He/kel, read and 
chant explanations and lessons in Arabic and Coptic*. 
A priest is not permitted to sit down while reading* 
the service in the sanctuary ; and as this occupies so 
long a time, he pauses, in order that he may sit down, 
several times, for a few minutes ; and on these occa- 
sions, cymbals of various sizes and notes are beaten 
as long as he remains sitting. Several times, also, a 
priest comes out from the He/kel, waves a censer, in 
which frankincense is burning, among the ocmgrega- 
tion, and blesses each member, placing his hand 
upon the person's head. Having done this to the 
men, he proceeds to the apartment of the women. 
The sacrament of the Lord's Supper is oflen po:^ 
formed in the Coptic church. The bread, whk:h is 
made in the form of small round cakes, or buns, 
stamped upon the top, is moistened with the wine, 
and in this state administered to the congregation, 
and partaken of by the ministers in orders, who have 
larger shares than the laymen, and are alone privi- 
leged to drink the wine. Each member of the con- 
gregation advances to the door of the Hey'kel to 
receive his portion. 

The priests and others are often guilty of excessive 
indecorum in their public worship. I heard a priest, 
standing before the door of the sanctuary in the pa- 
triarchal church in Cairo, exclaim to a young acolyte 
who was (assisting him, I suppose, rather awkwardly), 
** May a blow corrode your heart ! " and a friend of 

* Th«y chant nearly in the same manner as the Moos'Iims 
in reciting the Gkoos-«'n. « 
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mine once witnessed^ in the same place, a oumplete 
uproar : a priest from a village, having taken a part 
in the performance of the service, was loudly cursed, 
and forcibly expelled, by the regular officiating minis- 
ters ; and afterwards, many members of the congre- 
gation, iu pressing towards the door of the Hey'kel, 
vociferated curses, and beat each other with their 
crutches. The form of service in itself struck me as 
not much characterised by solemnity ; though pro- 
bably it approaches very nearly to that of the earliest 
age of the Christian church. 

Confession is required of all members of the 
Coptic church ; and is indispensable before receiving 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. Each person 
generally confesses to the same priest. The penance 
which the confessor usually imposes is a certain num- 
ber of crossings and prostrations, with the repetition, 
during each prostratioRj of the Lord's Prayer, or, ** O 
my Lord ! have mercy !" 

The Copts observe long and arduous fasts* A 
week before their Great Fast, or Lent, commences 
a fast of three days, kept in commemoration of that 
of Nineveh, which was occasioned by the preaching 
of Jonah. Some of the Copts observe this fast by 
total abstinence during the whole period of three days 
and three nights ; others keep it in the same manner 
as the other fasts, of which an account here follows. 

Their principal fast, called es-S</m el'Kebeefr (or 
the Great Fast), above alluded to, was originally 
limited to forty days ; but it has been gradually ex- 
tended, by different patriarchs, to fifty-five days. 
During this period, excepting on two days of festival, 
which will presently be mentioned, they abstain from 
every kind of animal food, such as flesh-meat, eggs, 
milk, butter, and cheese; and eat only bread and 
vegetables (chiefly beans), with sweet oil, or the oil 
of sesame, and doock'ckah. The churches are open, 

VOL. II. u 
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and service is performed in them> every dny chtfio^ 
this fast ; and the Copts eat nothing d^r their sup^ 
per until after the church-prayers of the next day, 
about noon : but they do not thus on the other fasts. 

They observe, however, with almost equal strict- 
ness, three other fasts : — 1st, the So^m el-Meela'd (or 
Fast of the Nativity) ; the period of which is twenty- 
eight days immediately preceding the festival of the 
Nativity, or Christmas-day ; that is, all the month of 
ICayah'k ei^cepting the last two days: — 2dly,the S(/m 
er-Roosfool (or Fast of the Apostles), which is the 
period between the Ascension and the fiflh of £bee'b ; 
and is observed in commemoration of the Apostles* 
fasting after they were deprived of their Lord: — 
3dly, the Scfm d^Adlra (or Fast of the Virgin), a 
period of fifteen days previous to the Assumption of 
the Virgin. 

The Copts also fast every Wednesday and Friday 
in every other period of the year ; excepting during 
the fifty days immediately following their Great Fast: 
that is, from the end of the Great Fast to the end 
of the Khum'a'see'n. On these Wednesdays and Fri- 
days, they eat only fishs vegetables, and oil. 

Each fast is followed by a festivaU The Copts 
observe seven great festivals; — Ist, the ^Eed el- 
MeeUd (or Festival of the Nativity), on the 29th of 
Kayah'k (or 6th or 7th of January) : — 2dly, the 'Bed 
elGkeetali, on the Uth of Too'beh (18th or 19th 
of January), in commemoration of the baptism of 
Christ: — 3dly, the ^Eed ehBesha!rah (Annunciatioa 
of the Virgin, or Lady-day), on the 29th of Baramha't 
(or 6th of April): — 4thly, the 'Eed eah-^iaWneefn 
(Palm-Sunday) J the Sunday next before Easter: — 
Bthly, the 'Eed el-Ckiyafmeh (the Resurrection, or 
Easter, or eWEed d-Kehe^r (the Great Festival) : — • 
ethly the 'Eed es-Sooo'd (the Ascension): — ^7thly, 
the 'Eed el-'An'sa/ah (Whitsunday). On the fir»t, 
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second, and fifth of these, the chiirph-pr&Q'ers are peiv 
formed at night: that is, in the night preceding the 
day of festival On all these festivals, the Copts wear 
new clothes (or the best they have), feast, and give 
alms. 

Op the Lei/ let el-Gheeta's (or eye of the festival 
of the Gheeta's) the Copts, almost universally, used 
to perform a singular ceremony, which, I am in- 
formed, is now observed by few of those residing in 
the metropolis, but by almost all others ; that is, by 
the men. To commemorate the baptism of Christ, 
men, old as well as young, and boys, plunge into 
water; and the Moos'lims say, that, as each does 
this, another exclaims to him, '' Plunge, as thy lather 
£md grandfather plunged; and remove el-IsWm from 
thy heart." Some churches have a large tank, which 
is used on this occasion ; the water having first been 
blessed by a priest ; but it is a more common prac- 
tice of the Copts to perform this ceremony (which 
most of them regard more as an amusement than a 
religious rite) in the river; pouring in some holy 
water from the church before they plunge. This 
used to be an occasion of great festivity among the 
Copts of the metropolis : the Nile was crowded with 
boats ; and numerous tents and mesh"als were erected 
on its banks. Prayers are performed in the churches 
on the eve of this festival : a priest blesses the water 
in the font, or the tank, then ties on a napkin, as an 
apron, and, wetting the comer of a handkerchief with 
the holy water, washes (or rather, wipes or touches) , 
with it, the feet of each member of the congrega- 
tion. This latter ceremony is also performed on the 
Thursday next before Easter, or Maunday Thurs- 
day (Khamee's el' A hd), BXid on the Festival of the 
Apostles {'Bed er-Roos'ool)^ on the 5th of Ebee'b 
(or 11th of July). 

On the Festivals of the Beshafrah ^ the Shoi^af^ 
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ne/n, the Copts eat fish; and on the latter of these 
two festivals, the priests recite the prayers of the dead 
over their congregations in the churches ; and if any 
die between that day and the end of the KhumVsee'n 
(which is the chief or worst portion of the plague- 
season) his body is interred without the prayer being 
repeated. This custom seems to have originated 
from the fact of its being impossible to pray at the 
tomb over every victim of the plague ; and must have 
a very impressive effect upon people expecting this 
dreadful scourge. 

Among the minor festivals are the Khameefs el-- 
'Jhdj above mentioned ; Sebt en-Nod r (or Saturday 
of the Light), the next Saturday, when a light which 
is said to be miraculous appears in the Holy Sepulchre, 
at Jerusalem ; the '-Bed er-Roosfool before ihen- 
tioned ; and the ^Eed esSaledb (or Festival of [the 
discovery of] the Cross), on the 17th of Too^t (or 
»6th or 27th of September). 

Pilgrimage to Jerusalem the Copts hold to be in- 
cumbent on all who are able to perform it ; but few 
of the poorer classes acquit themselves of this duty. 
The pilgrims compose a numerous caravan. They 
pass the Passion Week and Easter at Jerusalem ; 
and, on the third day afler the Passion Week, proceed 
to the Jordan, in which they bathe. 
; The Copts almost universally abstain from eating 
swine's flesh ; not because they consider it unlawful ; 
for they deny it to be so ; but, as they say, on account 
of the tilthiness of the animal. I should think, how- 
ever, that this abstinence is rather to be attributed iX3 
a prejudice derived from their heathen ancestors^ 
The flesh of the wila boar is often eaten by them. 
Gamel's flesh they consider unlawful ; probably f6r 
no better reason than that of its being eaten by the 
Mooslims. They abstain from the flesh of animals 
that have been strangled, and from blood, in com- 
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pliaace. with an injunction of the Apostles to the 
Gtentile converts *« 'which they hdd is not abrogated.- 

The male adults among the Copts pay a tribute 
(called gi^yeh)^ besides the income-tax (or Jif^delf) 
which they pay in common with the Moos'lim inha* 
bitants of £gypt. There are three rates of the for- 
mer: the richer classes, in Cairo and other large 
towns, pay thirty-six piasters each; the middling 
classes, eighteen ; and the poorest, nine : but in the 
country, this tax is levied upon families instead of 
individuals. The 6r'deh is the same for the Copte 
as for the Moos^lims ; the twelflh part of a man's 
annual salary or gain, when this can be ascertained. 

The Copts are not now despised and degraded by 
the government as they were a few .years ago. Some 
of them have even been raised to the rank of Beys. 
Before the accession of Mohham'mad 'Al'ee, neither 
tjbye Copts nor other Eastern Christians, nor Jews, 
were generally allowed to ride horses in Egypt ; but 
this restriction has, of late years, been withdrawn. — 
A short time since, the Moos'lims of Damascus, who 
are notorious for their bigotry and intolerance, com- 

Plained, to the conqueror Ibrahee'm Basha, of the 
Christians in their city being allowed to ride horses ; 
urging that the Moos'iims no longer had the privilege 
of distinguishing themselves from the infidels. The 
Ba'sha replied, " Let the Moos'lims still be exalted 
above the Christians, if they wish it : let them ride 
dromedaries in the streets: depend upon it the Chris- 
tians will not follow their example." — The Copts 
enjoy an immunity for which they are much envied 
by most of the Moos'lims : they are not liable to be 
taken for military service ; a& no Mohhammadan 
prince would honour a Christian by employing him 
to fight against a Mooslim enemy. 

Acts, xv., 20 ftud 2y» . . ;. jr 
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The ordinary domestic habits of the CoptS ate per- 
fectly oriental, atld nearly the same as those of their 
Moos'lim fellow-countrymen. They pass their hours 
bf leisure chiefly in the same manner, enjoying their 
pipe and coffee : their meals, also, are similar ; and 
their manner of eating is the same; but they in- 
dulge in drinking brandy at all hours of the day ; 
and oflen, to excess. 

They are not allowed by their church to intermarry 
ivith persons of any other sect ; and few of them do 
so. When a Copt wishes to contract such a marriage, 
which causes him to be regarded as a reprobate by 
the more strict of his nation, he generally applies to a 
priest of the sedt to which his intended wife belongs ; 
and if his request be denied, which is commonly the 
case unless the man will consent to adopt his wife's 
creed, he is married by the Cka'dee, merely by a 
civil contract. As a marriage of this kind is not 
acknowledged by the church, it may be dissolved at 
pleasut^; 

When a Copt is desirous of marrying according to 
the approved custom, he pursues the same course to 
obtain a wife as the Moo^lim; employing one or 
more of his female relations or other women to seek 
for him a suitable companion. Scarcely ever is he 
able to obtain a sight of the face of his intended 
wife, unless she be of the lower orders ; and not 
always even in this case. If the female sought in 
marriage be under age, her father, or mother, or 
nearest male relation, is her wekeefl (or agent) to 
make the necessary arrangements ; but if she be of 
age, and have neither father nor mother, she appoints 
her own wekee'l. The bridegroom, also, has his we- 
kee'l. The parties make a contract, in which varioua 
private domestic matters are arranged, in the pre- 
sence of a priest. Two thirds of the amount of the 
dowry is paid on this occasion : the remaining third 
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is held in reserve : if she survive her husband^ «he 
claims this iirom his property : if she die before him^ 
her relations claim it at her death. The contract being 
concluded^ the Lord's Prayer is recited three times by 
all persons present : the priest commencing it first. 

T?he marriage-festivities, in the cases of persons erf* 
the higher and middle classes, when the bride is a 
virgin, usually occupy a period of eight days. Such 
is the length of what is termed a complete f^te *. 

The night preceding Sunday (which the Copts, like 
the Moos^lims, call the night of Sunday) is the most 
approved for the performance of the marriage-service ; 
and most of the Copts are married on this night. In 
this case^ the festivities commence on the preceding 
Tuesday, when the bridegroom and the bride's family 
entertain their respective friends. At tiie feasts given 
on these occasions, and on subsequent days of the 
marria^-festivities, a curious custom, which reminds 
us of the aUtts or prmpetes of the Romans, is usually 
observed. The cook makes two hollow balls of sugar ; 
each with a hole at the bottom : then taking two live 
pigeons, he attaches little round bells to their wings ; 
and having whirled the poor birds through the air 
till they are giddy, puts them into the two balls before 
mentioned : each of these is placed upon a dish ; and 
they are put before the guests ; some of whom, judg- 
ing when the birds have recovered from their giddi- 
ness, break the balls : the pigeons generally fly about 
the room, ritiging their little bells : if they do not fly 
immediately, some person usually makes them ri&e ; 
as the spectators would draw an evil omen from their 
not flying t. The guests are generally entertained 

* Far^ahh tema!m» 

f The ball and bird are called el-ckooh^beh wa-t'teyr. It is 
said that the Moos'limH of Kgypt, on some occasions, as on 
the inauguration of a Suolta'n, used to observe the custom 
here described. 
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iniih music on the evenings of these fedsts.-^Wed*- 
nesday is passed in preparations. 

Ofi Thursday, in the aflemoon, the bride is con- 
ducted to the bath, accompanied by several of her 
female relations and friends, and usually ?nth music ; 
but not under a canopy. — Friday, again, is a day of 
preparation ; and the bride has the hhen'na applied 
to her hands and feet, &c. 

Early on Saturday, two sets of linen, one for the 
bridegroom and the other for the bride, and each 
consisting of similar articles (namely, a shirt of silk 
and linen, a pair of drawers, the embroidered band of 
the drawers, and two handkerchiefs embroidered with 
flnold), together with a tobacco-purse ornamented in 
Uie same manner, are sent from the bride's family to 
the house of the bridegroom. An old lady of the 
&mily of the bride aflerwards goes to the bride> 
groom's house, to see whether it be properly pre* 
pared; and the bridegroom's ashbeefn (or bride* 
man) takes him and several of his friends to the 
bath. 

In the ensuing evening, about an hour and a half, 
or two hours, after sunset, the bride, accompanied 
by a number of her female relations and fiiends, 
preceded and followed by musicians, and attended 
by a number of persons bearing mesh"als and can- 
dles, proceeds to the house of the bridegroom. This 
zefjth (or parade) much resembles that of a Moos'- 
lim'eh bride ; but the Copt bride is not conducted 
under a canopy. She is covered with a shawl, with 
several ornaments attached to that part which conceals 
her face and head, and numerous coins and other 
ornaments upon the part which covers her bosom. 
The procession moves very slowly ; and generally 
occupies about two hours. A lamb or sheep is killed 
for the guests at the bridegroom s house this night : it 
is slaughtered at the door ; and the bride steps over 
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its VIood. This ceremony, I am told, is only obsetved 
in Cairo and other large towns, 

. The bride's party, having rested about two hours 
at the bridegroom's house, and there partaken of 
refreshments, proceed with her thence, in the same 
manner, to the church. The bridegroom goes thither 
with his friends, forming a separate party ; and with- 
out music. In the church, where^ the men and women 
place themselves apart, long prayers are performed ; 
and the sacrament of the Lord's Supper is adminis- 
tered. The priest receives and blesses and returns 
two rings, for the bridegroom and bride ; and places 
a kind of crown, or frontal diadem, of gold upon the 
head of each of them, and a sash over the shoulder 
of the bridegroom. This ceremony is called the 
teklee'l (or crowning). The two crowns belong to 
the church : before the parties quit the church they 
are taken off; but the bridegroom often goes home 
with the sash ; and it is there taken otf by a priest. 
At the weddings of the rich in the metropolis, the 
Patriarch generally officiates. In most cases, the 
ceremonies of the church are not concluded until 
near day-break : the parties then return to the house 
of the bridegroom. From respect to the sacrament 
of which they have partaken, the bridegroom and 
bride maintain a religious reserve towards each other 
until the following night (that preceding Monday); 
or, generally, until after the close of this night*. 

The bride's father gives a dinner at the bride- 
groom's house on Monday, at which the principal 
dishes are usually rice and milk, and boiled fowls. 
In the evening, alter this dinner, the bridegroom 
and his ashbee'n go about to invite his friends to a 

* The custom mentioned by Burkhardt, ia his Arabic Pro- 
verbs, page 117, as prevailing << among the lower classes of 
Moos^ms at Cairo/' is observed by the Gopts. 

u5 
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g^eat feast to be given on the evening following^ 
which concludes the marriage-festivities. 

Such are the ceremonies which are usually observed 
on the marriage of a vii^n-bride. Sometimes, the 
Patriarch, bishop, or priest, who is employed to per- 
form Ihe marriage-service dissuades the parties iroin 
expending their money in zef'fehs and repeated 
feasts ; counselling them rather to devote the sums 
which they had purposed to employ in so vain a 
manner to the relief of the wants of the clergy and 
poor ; and in consequence, the marriage is conducted 
with more simplicity and privacy. A widow is always 
married without ostentation, festivity, or zef'feh. A 
virgin-bride of the poorer class is sometimes honoured 
with a zef'feh ; but is generally conducted to the bath 
merely by a group of female relations and friends, 
who, Wanting the accompaniment of musical instru- 
ments, only testify their joy by zugKa'reeH : in the 
same manner, also, she proceeds to the bridegroom's 
house ; and she is there married by a priest ; as the 
expenses of lighting and otherwise preparing the 
church lor a marriage, fall upon the bridegroom. 
Many of the Copts in Cairo, being possessed of little 
property, are married in a yet more simple manner, 
before mentioned. To be married by one of their 
own clergy, they must obtain a licence from the Pa- 
triarch: and this covetous person will seldom give 
it for less than a hundred piasters (or a pound 
sterling), and sometimes demands, from such per- 
sons, as many riya'ls (of two piasters and a qtiarter 
each) : the parties, therefore, are married by a licence 
from the Cka'dee; for which they usually pay not 
more than two piasters, or a little less than live pence 
of our money. 

The newly-married wife, if she observe the approved 
rules of etiquette, does not go out of the house, even 
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to pay a visit to her pairetit&^ yntil delivered of her 
first child, or until the expiration of a year if there 
appear no signs of her heeoming a mother. After 
this period of imprisonment, her father or mother 
usually comes to visit her. 

A divorce is obtained only for the cause of adul- 
tery on the part of the wife. The husband and wife 
may be separated if she have committed a theft, or 
other heinous crime ; but In this case, neither he noi" 
she is at liberty to contract another marris^e ; though 
they may again be united to each other. 

One of the most remarkable traits in the character 
of the Copts is their bigotry. They bear a bitter 
hatred to all other Christians; even exceeding th;lt 
with which the Moos'lims regaird the unbelievers in 
el-Isla'm. Yet they are considered, by the Moos'- 
tims, as much more inclined than any other Christian 
sect to the Mohhatnmadan faith ; and this opinion 
has not been formed without reason ; for vast num- 
bers of them have, from time to time, and not always 
in consequence of persecution, become proselytes to 
this religion. They are, generally speaking, of a 
stilien temper, extremely avaricious, and abominable 
dissemblers; cringing or domineering according to 
circumstances. The respectable Copt to whom I have 
already acknowledged myself chiefly indebted for the 
notions which I have obtained respecting the customs 
of his nation, gives me a most unfavourable account 
of their character. He avows them to be generally 
Ignorant, deceitful, faithless, and abandoned to the 
pursuit of worldly gain, and to indulgence in sensual 
pleasures : he declares the Patriarch to be a tyrant, 
and a suborner of false witnesses ; and assures me 
that the priests and monks in Cairo are seen every 
evening begging, and aaking the loan of money, 
which they never repay, at the houses of their parish- 
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hmtBimA other acquaintances, and procuring bnmdy, 
if possible,. wherever they call. 

Many of the Copts are employed as secretaries 
or accountants. In every village of a moderate size 
is a M^al'lim* who keeps the register of the taxes. 
The writing of the Copts differs considerably from 
thai of the Moos^lims, as well as from that of other 
Christians residing in Egypt. Most of the Copts in 
Cairo are accountants or tradesmen : the former are 
chiefly employed in government offices : among the 
latter are many merchants, goldsmiths, silversmiths, 
jewellers, architects, builders, and carpenters ; all of 
whom are generally esteemed more skilful than the 
Moos'lims. Those in the villages, like the Moos'lim 
peasants, occupy themselves chiefly in the labours of 
agrknilture. 

The funeral-ceremonies of the Copts resemble, in 
many respects, those of the T [oos'lims. The corpse 
is carried in a bier, followed by women, wailing in 
the same manner as the Mohhammadan females do 
on such an occasion ; but is not preceded by hired 
chanters. Hired wailing women are employed to 
lament in the house of the deceased for three days 
after the death (though this custom is disapproved 
of by the clergy and many others ; being only a relic 
of ancient heathen usages) ; and they renew their 
lamentations there on the seventh and fourteenth 
days after the death ; and sometimes several weeks 
after. The Copts, both men and women, pay regular 
visits to the tombs of their relations three times in 
the year ; on the 'Eed el-Meela'd, 'Eed el-Gheeta's, 
and '£ed el-Ckiya'meh. They go to the burial-ground 

♦ Thus pronounced for Mo^alHxm, It signifies ''teacher" 
or <' master' ; and is a title given to all Copts but those of the 
poorer clasa^ or peasants. The registrar of the taxes of a village 
la simply called *' the M'sllim of the village," 
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on the eve of each of these 'eeds ; and there *>ass 
the ni^ht; having houses belon^^ing to them in the 
cemeteries, for their reception on these occasions: 
the women spend the night in the upper apartments ; 
and the men, below. In the morning following, 
they kill a buffalo, or a sheep, if they can afford 
either; and give its flesh, with bread, to the poor who 
assemble there: or they give bread alone. This cere- 
mony, which resembles the kaffdrah performed by 
the Moos'lims on the burial of their dead, is not con* 
sidered as any expiation of the sins of the deceased ; 
but probably originates from an ancient expiatory 
sacrifice : it is only regarded as an alms. As soon 
as it is done, the mourners return home. They say 
that they visit the tombs merely for the sake cf re* 
ligious reflection. In doing so, they perpetuate an 
ancient custom, which they find difficult to relin- 
quish ; though they can give no good reason for ob* 
servins^ it with such ceremonies. 

I shall close this account of the Copts with a few 
notices of their history under the Moos'lim domina- 
tion, derived from El-Muckree'zee's celebrated work 
on Egypt and its Metropolis*. 

About seventy years after the conquest of Egypt 
by the Arabs, the Copts began to experience such 
exactions and persecutions, notwithstanding the char* 
tered favours and privileges which had at first been 
granted to them, that many (<f them rose in arms, 
and attempted to defend their rights ; but they were 
reduced, after sustaining a great slaughter. The 
monks, for the first time, had been subjected to an 
annual tribute of a deena'r t each. The collector <^' 
the tribute brainied the hand of each monk whom 

'^ If the reader desire farther and fuller details on this sub 
ject, he may consuk Et Qiiatrem^re's M^moires Geogr. et 
Hist, sur I'Egypte, tome ii. pp. 220—266. 

f Equivalent to about thirteen nhillings* 



838 MODERN SGtPTIANS. 

he could find with a stamp of iron ; and afterwards 
cut off the hand of every person of this order whom 
he detected without the mark ; and exacted ten 
deena'rs from every other Christian who had not a 
billet from the government to certify his having paid 
his tribute. Many monks were subsequently found 
without the mark : some of these were beheaded, 
and the rest beaten until they died under the blows : 
their churches were demolished; and their crosses 
and pictures destroyed. This took place in the year 
of the Flight 104 (a.d. 722—3), at the close of the 
reign of the Khalee'feh Yezee'd Ibn 'Abd El-Mel'ik. 
A few years after, in the reign of the cuccessorNof 
this prince (Hisha'm), Hhan'dal'ah IVn Sufwa'n, the 
Governor of Egypt, caused the hand of every Copt 
to be branded with an iron stamp bearing the figure 
of a lion ; and greatly aggravated their misery ; so 
that many of those residing in the provinces again 
rebelled, and had recourse to arms ; but in vain ; 
and a terrible persecution followed. 

From the period of the conquest until the reign 
of Hisha'm, the Jacobites (or almost all the Copts) 
were in possession of all the churches in Egypt ; and 
sent their bishops to the Nubians, who consequently 
abandoned the Meiekite creed, and adopted that of 
the Jacobites ; but in the reign of this Khalee'feh, 
the Melekites, by means of a present, obtained the 
restoration of those churches which had fonnerlv 
belonged to them : these, however, soon after re- 
turned to the possession of the Jacobites; and in 
aft^rdmes, were now the property of one sect, and 
now of the other ; being purchased by presents or 
services to the government. 

It would be tiresome to detail all the troubles of 
the Copts under the tyranny of the Moos'lims ; but 
some particulars in the history of the persecutions 
which they endured in the earlier ages of the Arab 
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domination may be here mentioned. The Copts are 
a people of indomitable presumption and intrigue ; 
which qualities render them very difficult to be go- 
verned. They have often incurred severe oppression 
by their own folly ; though they have more frequently 
been victims of unmerited persecution. 

In the year of the Flight 235 (a.d. 849-50), the 
Khalee'feh El-Mootawek'kil ordered several degrad- 
ing distinctions to be adopted in the dress of the 
Copts ; the men were obliged to wear " honey- 
coloured*' (or light brown) hooded cloaks, with other 
peculiar articles of dress ; and the women, garments 
of the same colour : and they were compelled to place 
wooden figures (or pictures) of devils at (or upon) 
the doors of their houses. 

One of the bitterest persecutions that they ever en- 
dured, and one which was attributed to their pride, 
and their display of wealth, and contemptuous treat- 
ment of Moos'lims, befel them during the reign of 
that impious wretch the KhaleeYeh El-Hha'kim, who 
acceded to the throne in the year of the Flight 386 
(a.d. 996 — 7), and was killed in 411. Among the 
minor grievances which he inflicted upon them, was 
that of compelling them to wear a wooden cross, of 
the weight of five pounds, suspended to the neck, and 
garments and turbans of a deep black colour. This 
seems to have been the origin of the black turban 
worn by so many of the Christians in the present 
day. As the distinguishing dress and banners of 
the Khalee'fehs of Egypt were white, black, which 
was the colour that distinguished their rivals, the 
Abba'sees, was, in their eyes, the most hate^l and 
frnominious hue that they could choose for the 
1 'esses of the despised Copts. I find no earlier 
1 ention than this of the black turban of the Chria- 
I ns of Egypt. At the same time that the Copts 
> re compelled thus to distinguish themselves, the 
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J^WB wese ordered to wear a round piece of wooil, of 
the same weight as the crosses of the Christians, and 
suspended in the same manner. All the churches 
were given up to be destroyed and plundered, with 
all the property appertaining to them ; and many of 
them were replaced by mosques. Finally, a sentence 
of banishment to Greece was pronounced against all 
the Christians of £g}'pt, and the Jews ; but so strong* 
was the love which they bore to their native country 
amid all their miseries, and so much were they actu- 
ated by that common but absurd disposition, which 
most sects possess, of hating most bitterly those dif- 
fering least iirom them in faith, that a multitude of 
Copts thronged round the great palace of the Kha- 
leefeh, and implored and obtained a revokement of 
this sentence. Many Copts, during this and other 
persecutions, embraced the Mohhaat'madan faith. 

In the month of Reg'eb, 700 (a.d. 1301), hap- 
pened an event which, for the first time, as well as I 
can learn, occasioned the Copts to be distinguished 
by the bliie turban, as they mostly are at present. A 
Mugh'reVee ambassador, approaching the Citadel (of 
Cairo), saw a man handsomely attired, wearing a 
white turban, and riding a mare, with many attend- 
ants walking by his stirrups, paying him great ho- 
nours, asking favours of him, and even kissing his 
feet ; while he turned aside from them, and repulsed 
them, calling to his servants to drive them away. 
The Mugh'reVee, informed that this person was a 
Christian, was so enraged that he was about to lay 
violent hands upon him; but he refrained, and, 
ascending to the deewa'n in the Citadel, related to 
some of the Emee'rs there present what he had just 
seen, with tears in his eyes, drawn by his pity for. 
the Moos'lims. In consequence of his complaint^i 
the chief persons among the Christians and Jewi^ 
weni summcmed to the deewa'n ; and orders wei|$ 
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gfven th^t the Christians should wear blue toAaiiB^ ). 
and waist-belts ; and the Jews, yellow turbans; audi' 
that no person of either of these sects should ride 
horses or mules. Many Christians, it is added, em* 
braced el-Isla'm rather than wear the blue turban. 

On Friday, the 9th of Rabee'a el-A'khir, 721 (a.0/ 
1321), in the reign of Mohham'mad IVn Ckala-oo^n, 
all the principal churches throughout Egypt, from 
Aswa'n to the Mediterranean, sixty in number, and 
twenty-one of these in the metropolis and its neigh* 
hour hood, were destroyed through a plot formed by 
some fanatic Moos'lims. This havoc was accom- 
plished chiefly during the period of the congrega* 
tional prayers of the Moos'Ums, at noon. At the 
close of the prayers of the Soolta'n and his comrt in 
the mosque of the Citadel, a man, in a state of 
apparent frenzy, cried out in the midst of the con- . 
gregation, ** Destroy ye the church which is in the 
Citadel ! '* Another man, a fackee'r, in the great 
mosque El-Az'har, before the appearance of the 
KhateeHb (or Preacher), seemed to be affected by an 
involuntary trembling, and cried out, "Destroy ye 
the churches of the presumptuous and infidels ! Yea, 
God is most great ! God give victory and aid !" 
Then he shook himself, and cried, ** To the foun- 
dations ! To the foundations ! ^ Some members of 
the congregation said, "This is a madman:" others 
said, ** This is an indication of some event. " On 
their going out of the mosque, they saw that the act 
which he had urged had been commenced : numbers 
of persons were pressing along the streets with the 
plunder of the churches ; many of which were reduced 
to mere mounds of rubbish. The Soolta^ threatened 
a general massacre of the people of El-Cka'hireh (now 
Musr, or Cairo) and El-Foosta't (or Old Musr) for 
this outrage ; but was diverted from his purpose by 
the revenge which the Christians eiacted* Refruii* 
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ing from the execution of their |dot for the space of 
a month, that they might be less liable to suspicion, 
they set fire, on different da}'s, to a vast number of 
mosques, houses of Emee'rs, and private dwellings^ 
bolh in El-Cka'hireh and EWFoosta't. Several of 
the incendiaries were detected; and some, burnt 
alive; and a number of Moos'lims also were put 
to death, most of them hanged, along the principai 
street leading from the southern gate of the city of 
El-Ckaliireh to the Citadel, ostensibly for insulting 
an Emee'r, whom they accused of favouring the 
Christians; though there was no proof that they 
were the persons who committed this ofience : they 
had been arrested without discrimination, to atone 
for the injury, and to be made examples to their 
fellow* citizens. The Soolta'n, however, alarmed by 
the clamours of a tremendous mob, was afterwards 
constrained to grant licence to his Moos'lim subjects 
to plunder and murder every Christian whom they 
might chance to meet. The Christians at that time 
had reverted to the habit of wearing the white tur- 
ban ; and the Soolta'n caused it to be proclaimed 
that every person of this sect, who was seen wearing 
a white turban, or riding a horse, might be plundered 
and killed ; that they should wear the blue turban ; 
that they should not ride horses nor mules, but only 
asses, and With their face to the animal's tail; and 
should not enter a bath unless with a bell suspended 
to the neck. At the same time, the Emee'rs were 
forbidden to take any Christians into their service ; 
and all of this sect who were in the service of the 
government were displaced. 

Afler having suffered frequent and heavy exactions 
and other oppressions, a vast number of the Chris- 
tians both in Upper and Lower Egypt, in the year of 
the Flight 755 (a.d. 1354 — 5) embraced the Moh- 
hammadan faith. The number of proselytes in the 
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town of CkaJyooQ) alone, who changed their faith in 
one day, was four hundred and fifty. Most of the 
churches of Upper Egypt were destroyed at the same 
time ; and mosques were built in their places. 

From the period just mentioned, the Copts con- 
tinued subject to more or less oppression, until the 
accession of the present Ba'sha of Egypt, under 
whose tolerant though severe sway nothing more is 
exacted from the Christian than the Moos'lim, ex- 
cepting an inconsiderable tribute, which is more than 
balanced by a remarkable immunity, not conferred 
by favour (it is true), but not on that account th* 
less valued and envied ; I mean the exemption ftom 
military service. 
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II. The Jews or Egypt. 

The Jews in every country in which they are dis- 
persed, unlike any other collective class of people 
residing in a country which is not their own by 
inheritance from the original possessors or by con- 
quest achieved by themselves or their ancestors, 
form permanent members of the community among 
whom they dwell : a few words respecting the Jews 
in Egypt will therefore be not inappropriate in the 
present work. 

There are in this country about five thousand Jews 
(in Arabic, called Yahoad; singular, Yahoo'dee)^ 
most of whom reside in the metropolis, in a miser- 
able, close, and dirty quarter, intersected by lanes, 
many of which are so narrow as hardly to admit of 
two persons passing each other in them. 

In features, and in the general expression of coun- 
tenance, the Oriental Jews differ less from other 
Eastern nations than do those in European countries 
from the people among whom they live. Many of 
the Egyptian Jews have sore eyes, and a bloated 
complexion ; the result, it is supposed, of their mak- 
ing an immoderate use of the oil of sesame in their 
food. In their dress, as well as in their persons, 
they are generally slovenly and dirty. The colours 
of their turbans are the same as those of the Chris- 
tian subjects. Their women veil themselves, and 
dress in every respect, in public, Kke the other wo- 
men of Egypt. 

The Jews have eight synagogues in their quarter 
in Cairo ; and not only enjoy religious toleration, but 
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are under a less oppressive government in Egypt 
than in any other country of the Turkish empire. In 
Cairo, they pay for the exemption of their quarter 
from the visits of the Mohh'tes'ib ; and they did the 
same also with respect to the Wa'lee, as long as his 
office existed. Being consequently privileged to sell 
articles of provision at higher prices than the other 
inhabitants of the metropolis, they can afford to pur* 
chase such things at higher rates, and therefore stock 
their shops with provisions, and especially fruits, of 
better qualities than ^re to be found in other parts 
of the town. Like the Copts, and for a like reason, 
the Jews pay tribute, and are exempted from military 
service. 

They are held in the utmost contempt and abhor- 
rence by the Moos'Iims in general ; and are said to 
bear a more inveterate hatred than any other people 
to the Moos'lims and the Mohhammadan religion. 
It is said, in the Ckoor-a'n*, " Thou shalt surely find 
the most violent of [all] men in enmity against the 
true believers [to be] the Jews and the idolaters ; 
and thou shalt surely find those among them [to be] 
the most inclinable to [entertain] friendship for the 
true believers, who say. We are Christians.'' On 
my mentioning to a Moos'lim friend this trait in the 
character of the Jews, he related to me, in proof of 
what I remarked, an event which had occurred a 
few days before. — " A Jew," said he, " early one 
morning, last week, was passing by a coffee-shop 
kept by a Moos'lim with whom he was acquainted, 
named Mohham'mad. Seeing a person standing 
there, and supposing* that it was the muster of the 
shop (for it was yet dusk), he said, ' Good morning, 
sheykh Mohham'mad ;' but the only answer he re- 
ceived to his salutation was a furious rebuke for thus 

* Chap. ?., ver. 85 
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addressing a Jew^ by a name the most odious, U> a 
person of that sect, of any that could be uttered. He 
(the offender) was dragged before his high-priest, 
who caused him to receive a severe bastinading fbr 
the alleged offence, in spite of his protesting that it 
was unintentional.'' — It is a common saying, among 
the Moos'lims in this country, *' Such a one hates me 
with the hate of the Jews." We cannot wonder, 
then, that the Jews are detested by the Moos'lims 
far more than are the Christians. Not long ago, 
they used often to be jostled in the streets of Cairo, 
and sometimes beaten merely for passing on the 
right hand of a Moos'lim, At present, they are les^ 
oppressed ; but still they scarcely ever dare to utter a 
word of abuse when reviled or beaten unjustly by the 
meanest Arab or Turk ; for many a Jew has been 
put to death upon a false and malicious accusation 
of uttering disrespectful words against the Ckoor-'a'n 
or the Prophet. It is common to hear an Arab 
abuse his jaded ass, and, afler applying to him 
various opprobrious epithets, end by calling the beast 
a Jew< 

A Jew has often been sacrificed to save a Moos'- 
lim, as happened in the following case.— *A Turkish 
soldier, having occasion to change some money, re- 
ceived from the sey'refee (or money-changer), who 
was a Moos'lim, some Turkish coins called 'adlee'- 
yehs, reckoned at sixteen piasters each. These he 
offered to a shopkeeper, in payment for some goods ; 
but the latter refused to allow him more than fifteen 
piasters to the 'adlee'yeh; telling him that the 
Ba'sha had given orders, many days before, that this 
coin should no longer pass for sixteen. The soldier 
took back the 'adlee'yehs to the sey'refee, and de- 
manded an additional piaster to each; which was 
refused : he therefore complained to the Ba'sha him- 
self who enraged that las orders had been diare- 
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garcbdy sent for the sey'refee. This man confessed 
that he had been guilty of an offence ; but endea-» 
VQured to palliate it by asserting that almost every 
money-changer in the city had done the same, and 
that he received adlee'yehs at the same rate. The 
Ba'sha» however, disbelieving him, or thinking it 
necessary to make a public example, gave a signal 
with his hand, intimating that the delinquent should 
be beheaded. The interpreter of the court, moved 
with compassion for the unfortunate man, begged the 
Ba'sha to spare his life. • " This man," said be, 
" has done no more than all the money-changers of 
the city: I myself, no longer ago than yesterday, 
received 'adlee'yehs at the same rate." " From 
whom," exclaimed the Ba'sha. *' From a Jew," 
answered the interpreter, " with whom I have trans- 
acted business for many years.'* The Jew was 
brought, and sentenced to be hanged; while the 
Moos'lim was pardoned. The interpreter, in the 
greatest distress of mind, pleaded earnestly for the 
life of the poor Jew : but the Ba'sha was inexorable ; 
it was necessary that an example should be made ; 
and it was deemed better to take the life of a Jew 
than that of a more guilty Moos'lim. I saw the 
wretched man hanging at a window of a public foun- 
tain which forms part of a mosque in the principal 
street of the city*. One end of the rope being 
passed over one of the upper bars of the grated 
window, he was hauled up ; and as he hung close 
against the window, he was enabled, in some slight 
degree, to support himself by his feet against the 
lower bars; by which his suffering was dreadfully 
protracted. His relations offered large sums of 



^ * It is surprising that Moos'lims should hang a Jew against 

i a window of a mosque, when they consider him so unclean a 

^ creature that his blood would defile the sword. For this rea* 

won, a Jew, in Egypt, is never beheaded. 
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oioney' for his pardon ; but the only iavioiir iktif 
eould purchase was that of having his face tamed 
towards the window, so as not to be seen by the 
passengers. He was a man much respected by ttil 
who knew him (Moos'lims, of course, excepted) ; a^d 
be left a family in a very destitute state; but' 'the 
Interpreter who was the unintending cause of his 
death contributed to their support. 

The Jews in Egypt generally lead a very quiet life : 
indeed, they find few but persons of their own sect 
who will associate with them. Their diet is extremely 
gross ; but they are commonly regarded as a sober 
people. The more wealthy among them dress hand- 
somely at home; but put on a plain or even shabby 
dress before they go out : and though their houses 
have a mean and dirty appearance from without, 
many of them contain fine and well furnished rooms. 
In the house, they are not so strict as most other 
Orientals in concealing their women from strange 
men, or, at least, from persons of their own nation, 
and from Franks : it oflen happens that an European 
visitor is introduced into an apartment where the 
women of the Jew's family are sitting unveiled, and 
is waited upon by these women. The same custom 
also prevails among many of the Syrian Christians 
residing in Cairo. Intrigues are said to be common 
with the Jewesses ; but there are no avowed cour- 
tezans among them. The condition of the lower 
orders is very wretched ; many of them having no 
other means of subsistence than alms bestowed upon 
them by their superiors of the same sect. 

Avarice is more particularly a characteristic of the 
Jews in Egypt than of those in other countries where 
they are less oppressed. They are careful, by every 
means in their power, to avoid the suspicion of being 
possessed of much wealth. It is for tliis reason that 
they make so shabby a figure iu public, and neglect 
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the eitorior iqspeanuice of their houses. They aM 
generally strict in the performance of their religious 
oniinances ; and, though overreaching in commercial 
transactions, are honest in the fulfilment of theit 
contracts. 

Many of the Egyptian Jews are sarrafs (or 
banicers and money-lenders): others are sey^rcfees, 
and are esteemed men of strict probity. Some are 
goldsmiths or silversmiths; and others pursue the 
trades of retail grocers or fruiterers, &c. A few oi 
the more wealthy are general merchants. 
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III. The late Innovations in Egypt. 

Tnfi exas^gerated reports which have been spread in 
Europe respecting the late innovations and the ge- 
neral advance of civilization in E^pt induce me to 
add a few lines on these subjects. European cus- 
toms have not yet be^n to spread among the 
Egyptians themselves; but they probably will ere 
long ; and in the expectation that this will soon be 
the case, I have been most anxious to become well 
acquainted (before it be too late to make the attempt) 
with a state of society which has existed, and excited 
a high degree of interest, for many centuries, and 
which many persons have deemed almost immutable. 
The account which I have given of the present 
state of the government of this country shows how 
absurd is the aasertlon, that Egypt possesses a legis- 
lative assembly that can, with any degree of pro- 
priety, be called representative of the people. The 
will of the Ba'sha is still absolute ; but he has cer- 
tainly effected a great reform, by the introduction of 
European military and naval tactics, the results of 
which have already been considerable, and will be yet 
more extensive, and, in most respects, desirable. 
Already it has removed a great portion of that weight 
of prejudice which has held down the Turks so low in 
the scale of humanity : by convincing them that one 
of our branches of science and practice is so far 
superior to that to which they were accustomed, it 
has made them in general willing, if not desirous, 
to learn what more we are able to teach them. One 
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of its effeds already manifest might be regarded by 
an unreflecting mind as of no importance; but is 
ponsidered by the philosophical Moos^lim as awfully 
portentous, and hailed by the Christian as an omen 
of the brightest promise. The Turks have been led 
to imitate us in our luxuries : several of the more 
wealthy began by adopting the use of the knife and 
fork : the habit of openly drinking wine immediately 
followed ; and has become common among a great 
number of the higher officers of the- government. 
That a remarkable indifFerenqe to religion is indicated 
by this innovation is evident ; and the principles of 
the dominant class will doubtless spread (though they 
have not yet done so) among the inferior members 
of the community- The former have begun to un-- 
dermine the foundations of eMsla'm ; the latter as yet 
seem to look on with apathy, or at least with resigna- 
tion to the decrees of Providence ; but they will pro- 
bably soon assist in the work ; and the overthrow of 
the whole fabric may reasonably be expected to eqsue 
at a period not very remote. 

The acquisition of a powerful empire, independent 
of the Porte, appears to have been the grand, and, 
almost, the sole object of the present Ba'sha of Egypt. 
He has introduced many European sciences, arts, 
and manufactures ; but all in fiirdierance of this pro- 
ject ; for his new manufactures have impoverished his 
people. He has established a printing-office ; but the 
works which have issued from it are almpst solely 
intended for the instruction of his military* naval, and 
civil servants *, A newspaper is printed at another 
press, in the Citadel; its paragraphs, however, are 
seldom on ^.ny other subject than the affairs of the 
government. It is in Turkish and Arabic, Some* 

* I ha?e trBnfmitted a list of these works to the Royal 
Isitttic Society. 
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times, three numbers of it appear in a week : at other 
times, only one is published in a month*. 

I have candidly stated my opinion, that the policy 
of Mohham'mad 'Al'ee is in several respects erro- 
neous ; and that his people are severely oppressed : 
but the circumstances in which he has been placed 
offer large excuses for his severity. To judge of his 
character fairly, we should compare him with another 
Turkish reformer, his nominal sovereign, the Soolta'n. 
In every point of view, he has shown his superiority 
to the latter; and especially in the discipline of 
his forces. While the Soolta'n bas been more 
closely imitating us in trivial matters (as, for in- 
stance, in the new military dress which he has 
introduced), Mohham'mad 'Af ee has aimed at, and 
attained, more important objects f. When we would 

* One of the less important acts of Mohham'mad 'Al'ee I 
should mention, as it is one which renders my description of 
the streets and shops of Cairo not altogether applicable to 
their present state. He has lately caused (he mus^tub'ahs in 
most of the thoroughfare streets to be pulled down, and only 
allowed them to be rebuilt in the wider parts, generally to tlis 
width of about two spans. At the same time, he has obliged 
the tradesmen to paint their shops, and to remove the un- 
sightly HUikee'feht (or coverings) of matting which shaded 
many of the soo'cks; prohibiting the replacmg of them un- 
less by coverinffs of wood. Cairo has^ in consequence, lost 
much of its Arabian aspect. 

j* The dress worn by the military and some other officers of 
the Ba'sha of Egypt is still quite Turkish in everything but 
the want of the turban, which is now worn by few of those 
persons, and Duly in winter ; the red cap alone, over which 
the muslin or Kashmee'r shawl used always to be wound, 
being at present the regular head-dress. l!he trousers are 
very full from the waist to a little below the knee, overhan^g 
a pair of tight le^i^gings which form parts of them. A tight 
vest (the sleeves of which are divided I'lom the vrrist nearly to 
the elbow, but generally buttoned at this part), a girdle, a 
jacket with hanging sleeves, socks, and a pair of red shoes, 
complete the outward dress generally worn: but the jacket is 
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estimate his character by the massacre ot the Mem- 
loo'ks, a fact most painful to reflect upon, we should 
admit that he had recourse to this horrid expedient for 
a most desirable end ; and may at the same time 
place in the opposite scale the asylum which he 
granted to the Greek refugees when the blood of 
their countrymen ran in the gutters of Constanti- 
nople. It is much to be wished, for the relief of his 
people, who now suffer so much in consequence of his 
ambition, that Mohham'mad 'Al'ee were either ac- 
knowledged an independent prince or induced to join 
hand and heart with the Soolta'n. 

•ometimet ina(1« with sleeves like those of the vest above 
de^cribed^ and the vei»t without sleeves ; ^.nd \Aa.ck European 
shoes are wom by some persons. The sword is now hung in 
our manner j by a waist-belt. The dress of the private sol- 
diers consists of a vest and trousers (the latter similar to those 
above described, but not so full) of a kind of coarse red serge, 
or^ in summer, of white cotton, with the girdle, red cap. and 
red shoes. 
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APPENDIX A. 
Female Ornasients. 

The ornaments of the women of Egypt are so various 
that a description of them all would far exceed the 
limits which the nature of this work allows, and would 
require a great number of engravings, or be useless. 
I shall, however, describe all the principal kinds ; and 
these will convey some idea of the rest If the sub- 
ject be not interesting to general readers, it may at 
least be of some use to artists, who are oflen left 
almost entirely to their own imagination in represent- 
ing Arabian costumes and ornaments. I first de- 
scribe those which are worn by ladies, and females of 
the middle orders. 

The head-dress has already been mentioned, as 
composed of a turbo&sh and far^o&det^yeh, or ker- 
chief, which latter, when wound round the former, 
IS called rul/tah. The front part of the rub'tah is 
oflen ornamented with spangles of gilt or plain 
silver, disposed in fanciful patterns ; and in this case, 
the ruVtah itself is generally of black or rose-coloured 
muslin or crape ; and always plain. 'J'he more com- 
mon kinds ot rub'tah have been described. 

The miza^gee is an ornament very generally worn. 
It is composed of a strip of muslin, most commonly 
black or rose-coloured, folded together several times, 
so as to form a narrow band, about the breadth of a 
finger, or less. Its length is about live feet. The 
central part, for the s\y&ce of about twelve or thirteen 
inches, is ornamented with spangles, which are plaeed 
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close together, or in the form of diamonds, &c., or 
of bosses ; and at each end, for about the same 
length, are a few other spangles, with an edging, and 
small tassels, of various-coloured silks. Sometimes 
there is also a similar edging, with spangles suspended 
to it, along the lower edge of the ornamented part in 
the middle. The miza'gee is bound round the 
head ; the ornamented central part being over the 
forehead, generally above the edge of the rub'tah : it 
is tied behind, at the upper part of the rub'tah ; ai^ 
the ornamented ends, drawn forward, hang over the 
bosom*. 

The ckoor^s is a round, convex ornament, com- 
monly about five inches in diameter ; which is very 
generally worn by ladies. It is sewed upon the 
crpwn of the turboo'sh f. There are two kinds. 
The iirst that I shall describe, and which is the only 
ku|d that is worn by ladies, or by the wives of trades- 
men of moderate property, is the ckoor^s almafs, o^ 
diamond ckoor's. This is composed of diamonds 
set generally in gold ; and is of open work, repre- 
senting roses, leaves, &c. The diamonds are oom- 
monly of a very poor and shallow kind ; and the 
gold of this and all other diamond ornaments worn 
m Egypt is much alloyed with copper. The valuje 
of a moderately handsome diamond ckoor's is about 
a hundred and twenty-five or a hundred and fifty 
pounds sterling. It is vfery seldom made of silver ; 
and I think that those of gold, when attached to 
the deep red turboo'sh, have a richer effect, though 
not in accordance with our general taste. The wives 
even of petty tradesmen sometimes wear the dlamoiid 
ckoor's : they are extremely fond of diamonds, and 
generally endeavour to get some, however bad. The 

* See a figure in the engravinp^ in page 99 in this volume, 
f Se« the«ngrftving iu page 63 in the fint volume of this 
irork. 
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ckoor's, being of considerable weight, is ai first pain- 
lul to wear ; and women who are in the halnt of 
wearing it complain of faead-acbe when they take it 
off< hence they retain it day aad night ; but some 
have an inferior one for the bed. Some ladies have 
one for ordinary wearing ; another for partictilar 
ooctteioaB, a httle lai^r and handsomer; end a thitd 
merely lo near in bed. — The other kind of ckoor's, 
ekoor* dah'ab (or, of gold), is a convex plate of very 
thin embossed goid, usually of the form represented 
in the next page; and almoGt always with a false 
emerald (a piece of green gl^ss), not cut with facets, 
Mt in (he centre. Neither the emerald nor the 
Mby are here cut with facets: if so cut, thej' would 
generally be considered false. The simple t^old 
ekoor's is lined with a thick coat of wax, whu:± ia 
covered with a piece of paper. It ia worn by many 
women who cannot afford to purchase diamonds ; and 
even by some servants. 
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The ckooi/iah is an ornament generally from seven 
to eig'ht incbes in len^h, composed of diamonds let 
in gold, and sometimes with emeralds, rubies, and 
pearls; having drops of diamonds or emeralds, &g. 
suspended to it. It is worn on the front of the ruV- 
lah, attached by little hooks at the back. I have 
seen several ckoos'salis of diamonds, &c. set in silver 
instead of gold. The ckoos'sah is generally placed 
on the head of a bride, outside her shawl covering; 
as also is the ckonr's ; and these ornaments are like' 
wise employed to decorate the bier of a female. The 
former, like the latter, is worn by females of th* 
higher and middle elassea. 

'Eriebeh is another name for the same kind of 
ornament, worn in the same manner. If of full size, 
it is fourteen or fifteen inches in length ; and rather 
more than half encircles the head-dress. 

The ikaioa'iehk (in the singular, sh^tehk) ere two 
ornaments, each consisting of three or more stringt 
of pearls, about the length of the ckooF^sah, wilti a 
pierced emerald uniting them in the centre, like tb« 
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usual pearl necklace hereafter described ; or they are 
composed of pearls arranged in the manner of a 
narrow lace, and often with the addition of a few 
small emeralds. They are attached to the rub'tah in 
the form of two festoons, one on each side of the 
head, from the extremity of the ckoos'sah to the bade 
part of the head-dress, or, sometimes, to the ear-ring*. 
Instead of the ckoos'sah and shawa'tehh, and 
sometimes in addition to them, are worn some 
other ornaments which I proceed to describe. 

The reefsheh (literally, "feather") is a sprig of 
diamonds set in gold or silver. It is worn on the 
front or side of the head-dress. 

The hila!l is a crescent of diamonds set in gold 
or silver, and worn like the ree'sheh. In form it re- 
sembles the phasis of the moon when between two 
and three nights old ; its width being small, and dts 
outward edge not more than half a circle. 

The ckum'arah (or moon) is an ornament formed 
of a thin plate of gold, embossed with fanciful work, 
and sometimes with Arabic words, and having about 
seven little flat pieces of gold, called burck, attached 
to the lower part ; or it is composed of gold with 
diamonds, rubies, &c. Two specimens of the former 
kind are here represented. One of these consists of 
three ckum'arahs connected together, to be worn on 
the front of the head-dress : the central contains the 
words Ya! Kclfee Yd Shaffee (O Sufficient! O 
Restorer to health !) : that on the left, Ya! Khdfiz 
(O Preserver !) : that on the right, Yd ^medn (O 
Trustworthy !) : these, therefore, are charms as well 
as ornaments. 

The sa'ckiyeh (or water-wheel), so called from its 
form, is a circular flat ornament of gold filigree- 
work, with small pearls, and with a diamond or other 
precious stone itt the centre, and barck and emeralds 
suspended firom the lower part. It is worn in the 
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same manner as the ckum'arah, or with the latter 
ornament. 

The ^oc/d ea-sedee^b (or wood of the cross) is a kind 
of ornament undoubtedly borrowed from the Christ- 
ians ; and it is surprising that Mohhammadan women 
should wear it, and give it this appellation. It is a 
little roimd and slender piece of wood, rather smaller 
towards the extremities than in the middle, enclosed in 
a case of gold, of the same form, composed of two 
pieces which unite in the middle, having two chains 
and a hook by which to suspend it, and a row of 
burck along the bottom. It is worn in the place of, 
or with, the two ornaments just before described. 

The misht (or comb) is a little comb of gold, worn 
in the same manner as the three kinds of ornament 
described next before this, and generally with one or 
more of those ornaments. It is suspended by small 
chains and a hook, having four or five burck at- 
tached. 

There is also an ornament somewhat similar to 
those just mentioned, composed of a cornelian, or a 
piece of crystal or of colourless glass, set in gold, 
suspended by two chains and a hook, and having 
burck attached to the' bottom. The former kind is 
called ^ackee'ck (which signifies " cornelian"), and 
the latter, helloo'r (" crystal '0- 

Several ornaments in the shapes of flowers, butter- 
flies, &c., are also worn upon the head-dress; but 
seldom alone. 

Of ear-rings (fihaVuck) there is a great variety. 
Some of the more usual kinds are here represented. 
The first is of diamonds set in silver. It consists of 
a drop suspended within a wreath hanging from a 
sprig. The back of the silver is gilt, to prevent its 
being tarnished by perspiration. The specimen here 
given is that for the right ear : its fellow is similar ; 
but with the sprig reversed. This pair of ear-ring^ 

y8 
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is suited for a lady of wealth.— So also is the second, 
which resembles the former, excepting that it has a 
large pearl in the place of the diamond drop and 
wreath, and that the diamonds of the sprig are set in 
gold. No. 3 is a side-view of the same. — The nest 
consists of gold, aiid an emerald pierced through the 
middle, with a small diamond above the emerald. 
Emeralds are generally pierced in Egypt, and spoiled 
by this process as much as by not being cut with 
facets. — The last is of gold, with a small ruby in 
the centre. The ruby is set in fine filigree- work, 
which is surrounded by fifteen balls of gold. To 
the seven lower balls are suspended as many circular 
burck. 




The necklace (^eckd) is another description of orna- 
ment of which the Egyptians have a great variety ; 
but almost all of them are similar in the following 

particulars, lat. The beads, &c., of which they are 
composed, are, altogether, not more than ten inches 
in length ; so that they would not entirely encircle 
the neck if tied quite tight, which is never done : 
the string extends about six or seven inches beyond 
each extremity of the series of beads ; and when the 
necklace is tied in the usual manner, there is gene- 
rally a space of three inches or more between these 
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extremities ; but the plaits of hair conceal these parts 
of the string. 2dly. There is generally, in the centre^ 
one bead or other ornament (and sometimes there 
are three, or five, or seven) difibring in size, form, 
substance, or colour, from the others. — ^The necklaces 
mostly worn by ladies are of diamonds or pearls. — In 
the annexed engraving, the first necklace is of dia- 
monds set in gold. — ^The second consists of several 
strings of pearls, with a pierced flattish emerald in 
the centre. Most of the pearl necklaces are of this 
desoription. — ^The third is called lilfbeh. It is com- 
posed of hollow gold beads, with a bead of a dif- 
ferent kind (sometimes of a precious stone, and 
sometimes of coral) in the centre. This and the fol- 
lowing are seldom worn by any but females of the 
middle and lower orders. — The fourth is called, from 
its peculiar form, sha^eefr (which signifies '* barley *'). 
It is composed of hollow gold. I give a side-view 
(A) and a back-view (B) of one of the appendages 
of this necklace. — ^There is also a long kind of neck- 
lace, reaching to the girdle, and composed of dia- 
monds or other precious stones, which is called 
ckilafdeh. Some women form a long necklace of this 
kind with Venetian sequins, or Turkish or Egyptian 
gold coins. 

The finger-rings (kMHnu) differ so little from 
those common among ourselves, excepting in the 
cltpusiness of their workmanship, and the badness of 
the jewels, that I need not describe them. A finger- 
ring witliout a stone is called deVkh^ or dil/leh. 

Bracelets (asafwir) are of diamonds or other pre- 
cious stones set in gold, or of pearls, or of gold alone. 
The more common kinds are represented in an 
engraving here inserted. — No. 1 is a side-view of a 
diamond bracelet, with a front view of a portion of 
the same. — No. 2 is the most fashionable kind of 
gold bracelet, which is formed of a simple twist. — 
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Braodeto— «Mh, half tiw nil liie. 



No. 3 is a very common, but less fashionable kind of 
bracelet of twisted gold. — ^No. 4 is also of gold. — 
Tliese bracelets of gold are pulled open a little to be 
put on the wrist. They are generally made of fine 
Venetian gold, which is very flexible. 

The ornaments of the hai I shall next describe. 
— It has been mentioned, that all the hcdr of the 
head, excepting a little over the forehead and temples, 
is arranged in plaits, or braids, which hang down the 
back. These plaits are generally from eleven to 
twenty-five in number ; but always of an uneven 
number : eleven is considered a scanty number : thir- 
teen and fifleen are more common. Three times the 
number of black silk strings (tlu*ee to each plait of 
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hair, and each three united at the top), from sixteen 
to eighteen inches in length, are braided with the 
hair for about a quarter of their length; or they are 
attached to a lace or band of black silk which is bound 
round the head, and in this case hang entirely sepa- 
rate from the plaits of hair. These strings are called 
Qkeyta!ns ; and together with certain ornaments oi 
gold, &c., the more common of which are here re- 
presented, compose what is- termed the mf^oH^. 
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Burck a* 8.3.4).«Ma'sO(/rah (5), Hhab'beh C6>and ShiftUVeh (7)— 

eaoli. half the real size. 

Atongeach string, excepting from tiie upper extremity 
to about a quarter or (at most) a third of its length, 
are generally attached nine or more of the little flat 
ornaments of gold called burck. These are commonly 
all of the same form, and about an inch, or a little 
more, apart ; but those of each string are purposely 
placed so as not exactly to correspond with those 
of the others. The most usual forms of burck are 
Nos. 1 and 2 of the specimens given above. At 
the end of each string is a small gold tube, called 
malsodrah^ about three eighths of an inch long, or a 
kind of gold bead in the form of a cube with a por- 
tion cut off from each angle, called hhab'beh. Be- 
neath the ma'soo'rah or hhaVbeh is a little ring, to 
which is most commonly suspended a Turkish gold 
coin called Rodb^a Fendoochllee^ equivalent to nearly 
\s. 8d. of our money, and a little more than half an 
inch in diameter. Such is the most general descrip- 
tion of 8uf 'a; but there are more genteel kinds, in 

* See, agaiDj the engraving in page 63, voL i. 
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which the hhabfbeh is usually preferred to the ma'- 
sooVah, and instead of the Rooiya Fendoocklee is 
a Hat ornament of g'old, called, from its form, kootn- 
rnet're, or '* pear." There are also other and more 
approved substitutes for the srold coin; the most 
usual of which is called shifHMeh^ composed of open 
gold work, with a pearl in the centre. Some ladies 
substitute a little tassel of pearls for the gold coin ; or 
suspend alternately pearls and emeralds to the bottom 
of the triple strings ; and attach a pearl with each of 
the burck. The suf 'a thus composed with pearls is 
called svf'a loo'lee. Coral beads are also sometimes 
attached in the same manner as the pearls. — From 
what has been said above, it appears that a moderate 
suf'a of thirteen plaits will consist of 39 strings, 351 
burck, 39 ma'soo rahs or hhab'behs, and 39 gold coins 
or other ornaments ; and that a suf'a of twenty-five 
plaits, with twelve burck to each string, will contain 
no fewer than 900 burck, and seventy-five of each 
of the other appendages. The suf'a appears to me 
the prettiest) as well as the most singular, of all the 
ornaments worn by the ladies of Egypt. The giit- 
teriug of the burck, &c., and their chinking to- 
gether as the wearer walks, have a peculiarly lively 
etfect. 

Anklets (khoolkheit)^ of solid gold or silver, and 
of the form here sketched, are worn by some ladies ; 
but are more uncommon than they formerly were. 
They are of course very heavy, and, knocking toge- 
ther as the wearer walks, make a ringing noise . 
hence it is said in a song, '' The ringing of thine 
anklets has deprived me of my reason." Isaiah 
alludes to this*, or perhaps to the sound produced 
by another kind of anklet which will be mentioned 
hereafter. 

* Chap, iii., ver. 16. 
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The oiity description of ladies* ornaments that I 
have yet to describe is the hhega'h, or amulet This 
b a writing of one or other of the kinds tliat I have 
described in the eleventh chapter of the former volume, 
covered with waxed cloth, Ui preserve it from acci- 
dental pollution, and enclosed in a caae of thin em- 
bossed gold, or silver, which is attached to a silk 
string, or a chain, and generally hung on the right 
Bide, above the girdle; the string or chain being 



r' 



isedo 



T the left shoulder. Sometimes these c 



bear Arabic inscriptions; such as "Ma' sba'lla'h" 
(" Qod's will ") and " Ya' cka'dee el-hha'ga't" {" O 
decreer of the things that are needful !"). I insert an 
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engraving of three hhegaHbs of gold, attached to a 
string, to be worn together. The central one is a 
tl^in, fiat case, containing a folded paper : it is about 
a third of an inch thick: the others are cylindrical 
cases, with hemispherical ends, and contain scrolls : 
each has a row of burck along- the bottom. Hhega'bs 
such as these, or of a triangular form, are worn by 
many children, as well as women ; and those of the 
latter form are often attached to a child's head-dress. 

The ornaments worn by females of the lower 
orders must now be described. 

It is necessary, perhaps, to remind the reader, that 
the head-dress of these women, with the exception 
of some of the poor in the villages, generally consists 
of an 'as'beh, which has been described in page 74 
of the former volume ; and that some wear, instead 
of this, the turboo^sh and farWdee'yeh. Sometimes, 
a string of Venetian sequins (which is called shedfdeh 
beria'd'ckah) is worn along the front of the 'as'beh cm* 
rub'tah. The turboo'sh is also sometimes decorated 
with the gold ckoor's ; and the far'oo'dee'yeh, with 
some other ornaments before described, as the gold 
ckum'arahs, sa'ckiyeh, misht, &c. 

Tlie hkal'ucky or ear-rings, are of a great variety 
of forms. Some are of gold and precious stones ; 
but the more common, of brass ; and many of the 
latter have coloured beads attached to them. A few 
are of silver. 

The khizdrn^ or nose-ring, commonly called kkoo- 
za'TJii is worn by a few of the women of the lower 
orders in Cairo, and by many of those in the country 
towns and villages both of Upper and Lower Egypt. 
It is most commonly made of brass ; is from an inch 
to an inch and a half in diameter ; and has usually 
three or more coloured glass beads, generally red 
and blue, attached to it. It is almost always passed 
through the right ala of the nose; and hangs partly 
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before the mouth; so that the wearer ia obliged to 
hold it up with one hand when she puts anything into 
her mouth. It ia Eomelimea of gold. This ornament 
is as ancient as the time of the patriarch Abraham* ; 
and ia mentioned by Isaiah-f-, and by Ezekiel|. To 
those who are unaccustomed to the sight of it, tiie 
noae-rinf^ is certainly the reverse of an ornament. 

The 'eckd, or necklace, ia generally of a style 
similar to those which I have already described. I 
have before mentioned that the lib'beh and sha'ee'r 
are worn by some women of the lower orders ; but 
their necklaces are most commonly composed of co- 
loured glass beads : sometimes, of a single string ; 
and sometimes, of several striugs, with one or more 
laTE^er beads in the centre; or they are made in the 
form of net-work. The Egyptian women, being 
escessively fond of ornaments, often wear two or 
three necklaces of the value of a penny each, or 
less. Some necklaces are composed of large beads 
of transparent amber. 

* See Geneiia, xxii., 47, where, in oni common veiuon, 
"ear-rinK" ii improperly put for " iioiie-riDg." 

+ ChHp. iii., ter. 21. 

I Chap. Kvi,, vet. 12. Here, a^ain, a miitaba ii made in 
our common lenieoilrat-cainded inthemwfpih 
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Another ornament worn by many of them on the 
neck is a ring*, called tc^ck^ of silver or brass or 
pewter. Little girls, also, sometimes wear this orna< 
ment. Some of the smaller to'cks are made of iron. 




To'ck, OT Neck-ring— one fourth of the real size. 

Finger-rings of silver or of brass are almost uni- 
versally worn. Brass rings, witli pieces of coloured 
glass set in them, may be purchased in Cairo for 
scarcely more than a farthing each ; and many women 
wear two, three, or more, of these. 

The asc^vyir^ or bracelets, are of various kinds. 
Some are of silver ; and some, of brass or copper ; 
and of the same form as those of gold before de- 
scribed. Those of brass are the more common. 
There are also bracelets composed of large amber 
beads, and others of bone ; and there is a very com- 
mon kind, called ghoowei/shaHy of opaque, coloured 
glass, generally blue or green, but sometimes va- 
riegated with other colours. These, and the bone 
bracelets, are drawn over the hand. 
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Some of the women of the lower orders imitate 
their superiors iii arranging their hair in several 
plaits, and plaiting, with each of these, the black 
silk strings which are worn by the ladies; but it is 
the general practice of the women of these classes to 
divide their hair into only two tresses behind, and to 
plait, with each of these tresses, three red silk strings, 
each of which has a tassel at the end, ^nd reaches 
more than half way towards the ground ; so that they 
are usually obliged to draw aside the tassels before 
they sit down. These appendages are called *ocko(/s, 

KhoolkkaH^ or anklets, of solid silver, already de- 
scribed, are worn by the wives of some of the richer 
peasants, and of the sheykhs of villages. Small 
khoolkha'ls of iron are worn by many children. It 
was also a common custom among the Arabs, for 
girls or young women to wear a string of bells on 
their feet. I have seen many little girls in Cairo with 
small round bells attached to their anklets. Perhaps 
it is to the sound of ornaments of this kind rather 
than that of the more common anklet that Isaiah 
alludes in chapter iii., verse 16. 
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GoTPTiAN Measures, Weights, and Moneys. 

Of the measures and weights used in Egypt, I am 
not able to give an exact account ; for, after diligent 
search, I have not succeeded in finding any two 
specimens of the same denomination perfectly agree- 
ing with each other, and generally the difference has 
been very considerable : but in those cases in which 
I have given the minimum and muximum^ the for- 
mer may be received as approximating very nearly to 
the just equivalent. The tradesmen in Egypt, from 
fear of the Mohh'tes'ib, mostly have measures and 
weights a little exceeding the true standards, though 
stamped by the government, which takes care to 
have such measures and weights employed in the 
purchases which it makes, and equal care, no doubt, 
to use those which are more true in selling. 

Measures op Length and Land. 

The^^r is the space measured by the extension of 
the thumb and first finger. 

The shihr is the common span, measured by the 
extension of the thumb and little finger. 

The dira*a bel'edee (or " cubit of the country'*--* 
the common Egyptian cubit), which is used for mea- 
suring the linen, &c., manufactured in Egypt, is 
equal to 22 inches and two thirds. 

The dira'd hindafzehy chiefly used far measuring 
Indian goods^ is about 25 inches. - -^ 
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The dircia Utamhocfke (or "cubit of Constanti- 
nople"), which is used for measuring European cloth, 
&c., is about 26 inches and a half. 

The feddafn, the most common measure of land, 
was, a few years ago, equal to about an English acre 
and one tenth. It is now less than an acre. It is 
divided into ckeera!U (or twenty-fourth parts) ; and 
consists of 333 square cku^abahs (or rods) and 09e 
third. The ckns'abah was 24 ckvh'dahs ; but is now 
22. The ckub'dah is the measure of a man's tist 
with the thumb erect, or about 6 inches and a 
quarter. 

The maVackahy or Egyptian league, is a measure 
of which T have not been able to obtain any better 
definition than this : — that it is the distance between 
two" villages. It is different in Upper and Lower 
Egypt ; as was the ancient schcenus ; with which it 
nearly corresponds. In Lower Egypt it is about an 
hour's journey, or from 2\ to 3 miles : in Upper 
Egypt, about an hour and a half, or from 3| miles 
to 4^, or even more. 

Corn Measures. 

The ardeVb is equivalent, very nearly, to five 
English bushels. 

The weyfbeh is the sixth of an ardeb'b. 
The roob/a is the fourth of a wey'beh. 

Weights. 

The chim'hhak (or grain of wheat) is the 64th 
part of a di]/hem,or fourth of a ckeera't ; about three 
quarters of an English grain. 

The Jihab'beh (or grain of barley) is the 48th part 
of a dir'hem, or 3d of a ckeera't, equal to ||{ of 
an English grainj or in commerce fully equal to an 
Engliah grain. 
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The ckeeraft (or carat), which is 4 ckum'hhahs, 
or 3 hhaVbehs, as above mentioned, is the 24th part 
of a mitcka'l, or from ^^\^ to three English g^rains. 

The dir'hem (or drachm), the subdivisions of virhich 
have been mentioned above, is from 47^ to 48 Eng- 
lish grains. 

The mitckaH (or the weight of a deenafr} is a 
dii/hem and a half; — ^from Tl^^g^ to 73 English grains. 

The oockeefyeh, or woockee^yefi (the ounce), is 12 
dii^hems, or the 12th part of a rutl ; — from 571 J to 
576 English grains. 

The rutl (or pound), being 144 dir'hems, or 12 
oockee'yehs, is from lib. 2oz. 5fdwt. to about lib. 
2oz- 8dwt., Troy ; or from 15oz. lOdr. 22^^g^grains 
to nearly 15oz. 13dr., Avoirdupois. 

The oocVckah^ or woock^ckah^ is 400 dir'hems (or 
2 rutls and seven ninths) ; — from 31b. 8oz. 13|dwt 
to 31b. 4oz., Troy ; or from 21b. lloz. 8dr. ISfgrains 
to about, or nearly, 21b. 12oz., or 21b. and three 
quarters. Avoirdupois. 

The ckuntafr (or hundred-weight, i. e. 100 rutls) 
is from 981b. minus 200 grains to about 981b. and 
three quarters. Avoirdupois. 

Moneys. 

The pound sterling is now, and is likely to con- 
tinue for some years, equivalent to 100 Egyptian 
piasters : it has risen, in two years, from 72 piasters ; 
which was the rate of exchange for several preceding 
years. 

A JkiMah is the smallest Egyptian coin. It is 
called, in the singular, noos's (a corruption of noottf^ 
which signifies " half'*) or nooses fud'dah : it is also 
called mey'yedee (an abbreviation of moo^d^ytidee^. 
These names were originally given to the half-dir'hems 
which were coined in the reign of the Sooita'n El- 
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Moo-ei'jad, in the early part of the ninth century of 
the Flight, or of the fifteenth of our era. The Turks 
call it pafrM. The fud'dah is made of a mixture 
of silver and copper (its name signifies " silver") ; 
and is the fortieth part of a piaster; consequently 
equivalent to six twenty-fifths, or nearly a quarter, of 
a farthing. 

There are pieces of 5, 10, and 20 fud'dahs* 
khumfsek fud'dah, ^cah'arah fudldah^ and ^eshre^n 
fudldah (so called for khum'set ansa^f fud'dah^ &c.), 
or ckuif*ah hi-khum* seh, ckulJ'ah hi-oBhlarah^ and 
ckutf'ah hi-eshret'n (i. e. ** piece of five," &c.) ; the 
last is also called nooses ckirsh (or "half a piaster*'). 
These pieces, which are equivalent respectively to a 
farthing and one fifth, two farthings and two fiflhs, 
and a penny and one fifth, are of tiie same compo- 
sition as the single fud'dahs. 

The ckirsh, or Egyptian piaster, has already been 
shown to be equivalent to the hundredth part of a 
pound sterling, or the fifth of a shilling ; that is, two 
pence and two fifths. It is of the same composition 
as the pieces above mentioned, and an inch and one 
eighth in diameter. On one face it bears the 
Soolta'n's cypher; and on the other, in Arabic,^ 
door^ibafee Misr(^^ coined in Misr," commonly called 
Musr, i. e. Cairo), with the date of the present 
Ba'sha's accession to the government below (1223 
of the Flight, or 1808 — 9 of our era), and the year 
of his government in which it was coined above. 
The inscriptions of the other coins are almost exactly 
similar. 

The saadeefyeh, commonly called kheyredyeh hi-ar'' 
ha^ah (i. e. " the kheyree'yeh of four"), or the small 
kheyreefyeh, is a small gold coin, of the value of four 
piasters, or nine pence and three fifths. 

The kheyree^yeh properly so called, or kkeyret^yeh 
bi'tis'^ah (i, e. " kheyree'yeh of nine"), is a gold coin 



380 APPBNiOd^ B. 

of the value of nine piasters, or twenty-one pence 
and three fiflhs. 

The above are the only Egyptian coins. 

The coins of Constantinople are current in Egypt ; 
but scarce. 

European and American dollars are also current 
in Egypt: most of them are equivalent to twenty 
Egyptian piasters: the Spanish pillared dollar, to 
twenty-one. The name of riya'l farafnsa is given 
to every kind ; but the pillared dollar is called ab't>o 
metffa* (or, " having a cannon") ; the pillars being 
ihistaken for cannons. The others have also dis- 
tinguishing names. The Spanish doubloon (calkd 
in Arabic deblo&n)^ the value of which is sixteen 
dollars, is likewise current in this country : so also 
are the Venetian sequin (called ben'doochlee^ foj 
hQom!doock!ee)y and the English sovereign (which i^ 
called givlyeK for guinea). 

The riya'l of Egypt is a nominal money, the value 
of ninety fudMahs, or five pence and two fiflhs. 

The Arew, or purse, is the sum of five hundrad 
piasters, or five pounds sterling. 

The khuJneh^ or treasury, is a thousand purses? 
f» five thousand pounds sterling. 
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APPENDIX C. 

Household Expenditure in Cairo. 

The following is an account of the quantities and 
prices of household stores required for one year by 
the family of a person of the middle class in Cair«), 
consisting of himself and three women. I insert it 
as a necessary supplement to the list given in pages 
7 and 8 in tlios volume : — 

Piasters. 

Wheat, eight ardeVbs, about • • • 400 

Grinding the above 50 

Baking ..••••• 40 

Meat, from one rati and a half to two rutis (or 

a piaster and a half) per diem • .550 

Vegetables, about half a piaster per diem • 185 

Rice ••••••• 100 

Semn (or clarified butter), two ckunta'rs, about 200 

Coffee ••••••• 1S5 

Tobacco (GeVelee) • • . .200 

Sugar, half a ckunta'fi about • • • 100 

Water 100 

Fire-wood| seven hham'lehs (or donkey-loads) 75 

Charcoal •••••. 100 

Oil (for two or three lamps)) a ckunta'r, about 125 

Candles (tallow) 100 

Soap 90 

2,600 

The above sum total is equivalent to twenty-six 
pounds sterling ; consequently, the weekly expenses 



d82 APPENDIX a 

are about ten shillings, and the daily, seventeen 
pence and one seventh, or seven piasters and nearly 
six fud'dahs. The tobacco in this account is almost 
entirely for the use of the master of the family ; the 
women in his house very seldom smoking. 



383 



APPENDIX D. 

Prayer op Moos'lim School-boys. 

My friend Mr. Burton (who, in the course of his 
long^ residence in Egypt, has acquired an ample fund 
of valuable information respecting its modern in- 
habitants, as well as other subjects) has kindly com- 
municated to me an Arabic paper containing the 
forms of imprecation to which I have alluded in a 
note subjoined to page 377 of the first volume of this 
work. They are expressed in a hhezh (or prayer) 
which the Moos'lim youths in many of the schools of 
Cairo recite, before they return to their homes, every 
day of their attendance, at the period of the 'flwr, 
excepting on Thursday, when they recite it at noon ; 
being allowed to leave the school, on this day, at the 
early hour of the dooh'r, in consideration of the ap- 
proach of Friday, their sabbath and holiday. This 
prayer is not recited in the schools that are held 
within mosques. It is similar to a portion of the 
khooihet en-naat *. I here translate it. 

** I seek refuge with God from Satan the ac- 
cursed *{* ! In the name of God, the Compassionate, 
the Merciful ! O God ! aid El-Isla'm, and exalt the 
word of truth, and the faith, by the preservation of 
thy servant, and the son of thy servant, the Soolta'n 
of the two continents {, and Kha'cka'n § of the two 

* See pp. 125 to 128 of the former volume of this work, 
f Or " driven away with stones." 
X Europe and Asia. 
} Emperor, or monarch, 
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seas *, the Soolta'n, son of the SooWn, the Soolta'n 
[MahhmooM] Kha'n. O God ! assist him, and assist 
his armies, and all the forces of the Moos'lims ! O 
Lord of all creatures ! O God ! destroy the infidels 
and polytheiste, thine enemies, the enemies of the 
religion ! O God ! make their children orphans, and 
defile their abodes, and cause their feet to slip, and 
give them and their families and their households 
and their women and their children and their rela- 
tions by marriage and their brothers and their 
friends and their possessions and their race and their 
wealth and their lands as booty to the Moos'lims ! 
O Lord of all creatures !'* 

Not to convey too harsh a censure of the Moo^lims 
of Egypt, by the insertion of this prayer, I should 
add, that the excessive fanaticism which it indicates 
is not to be imputed to this people universally, as 
appears from the first of the notes subjoined to 
page 128 of my former volume. 

* The Mediterranean and Black Seas. 
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Gontaining a list of Arabic words occurring in the fore- 
going work, designed to serve as a glossary. The 
Arabic article (which is \vritten eh excepting before 
words beginning with d, n, r, s, sh^ t, or z, in which 
cases, respectively, it becomes erf, <?w, er, es, esh, et, or 
ez) is not regarded in the arrangement of those words 
to which it is prefixed. The Roman numerals denote 
tho volume : the Arabic, the page. 



*Abba'sees, their costume, i. 49 
'Abba'yeh, i. 43, 46, 48, ii. 6 
'Abd, i. 2 1 2 

Er-Rahhma'n (the sheykh) El-Gebur'tee, i. 298 

Abda'l. See Bedeel 

*Abdalla'wee melon, ii. 17, 25 

Ablutions. See Woodoo', Teyem'moom, Ghoosl, and 

Death 
Ab'oo, manner in which this word is employed in the for* 
mation of patronymics by the Egyptian peasantry, 
i. 173 

Farra'g.i. 107 

med'fa', ii. 380 

Roo-oo's (the sheykh Isma'ee'l), i. 302 

Zeyd, romance of, ii. 1 50 

Abra'r, ii. 238, 285 

'Ack'abah. ii. 264 

'Ack'cka'd, ii. 14 

'Ackd en-nika'hh, i. 219 

'Ackee'ck, ii. 363 

Ackee'ckah, i. 79 

VOL. II. z 
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El-Ad'ab, i 297 

Ada'n,i. 104,121 

-, specimen of the mode in which it is chanted, ii. 

92 
Admiration, proper and improper modes of expressing, 

i. 341 
Adultery, law respecting, i. 141, 142 
Adultery, punishment of men who accuse women of 

this crime without the testimony required by law, 

L142 
, manner in which women guilty of this crime 

are sometimes punished, i. 162, 272, 410, 41 1 
*Af ee'fee'yeh durwee'shes, L 333 
Afiyoo'n, and Afiyoo'nee, ii. 40 
'Ag'am, i. 121 

Agathodsemon, modern, i. 311 
Age, respect paid to, i. 274, 401 
A'gha of the police. See Za'bit 
Agriculture, iL 31 
'Ahd, i. 333 
El-Ahh'a'dee's, i. 290 
Ahh'mad, a name of the Arabian Prophet, ii. 158 

El-Bed'awee (the sey'yid, or seyd), i. 107 

moo'lids of, i. 328, 332 

Ahh'mar, significations of, i. 340 

Ahhmedee'yeh durwee'shes, or Ahh'med'ees, i. 332 

Ah'l Musr, i. 37 

Far'oo'n, i. 38 

Akh'dar, significations of, i. 340 

'A'isheh, the occasion of a singular law, i. 141 

Ala'tees, or A'la'tee'yeh, i. 262, ii. 65, 272 

Alchymy, i. 300, 362 

'Al'ee Bey, cruelty of a wretch of this name, i. ] 69 

'Alim, i. 50. 161 

Al'la'h, or Gk)d, passim 

— keree'm, i. 387 

Allalioo a'alam, i. 388 

ak'bar, i. 108, 306 

Almanac, i. 303 

'AI'mehs, or 'Awalim, i. 226, 261. ii. 65, 270, 271 

Alms-giving, i. 97, 129 

— — of Mohhar'ram, or the 'Ashr, ii. 165 



Aloe-plant used as a charm, i. 351 

Aloes-wood. See 'Oo'd 

Alum, virtue of, i. 342 

'Am'bar, or ambergris, used for fumigation, i. 280 

used to impart a perfume to coffee, i. 189 • 

Amni)er'ee, i. 206 

Amshee'r, i. 301 

Amulets. See Hhega'bs, and Charms 

'Ana'tireh. See 'An'ter'ee 

Anatomy, i. 161, 299 

Anga'b. See Negee'b 

Angels, i. 95, 360 

attendant, i. 1 1 2 

Anklets, i.-243 

'Anna'b, i. 200 

'An'tar, romance of, ii. 149 

'An'ter'ee (a kind of vest), L 59 (a reciter of 'An'tar), ii. 

149 
Antichrist, i. 94 
'Anzaroo't, i. 52 

Apostac^ punished with death, i. 147 
'Ar'ab, i. 37, and A-ddenda to Vol. I. 
Arab Bgyptians. See Moos'lim Egyptians 

'Arackee'yeh, i. 43 

'Arafa't (Mount), the final object of pilgrimage, i. 131 

Ar'ba'a Eiyoo'b, ii. 254 

El-Arba'ee'n, ii. 274, 309 

Architecture, ii. 2 

Ardeb'b, ii. 377 

'Aree'f, k 89 

Arghool, i. 334, il 81 

Arithmetic, i. 89 

Armenians in Egypt, number of, i. 32 

El-Aroo'd, i. 290 

*Aroo'seh, i. 193, ii. 262 

Arts and manufactures, ii. 2 

Asa'wir, ii. 367, 374 

'As'beh, i. 74 

Ash'a, L 193 

Ashbee'n, ii. 332 

As-hha'b el-Ahhza'b, ii. 294 

ed-Dar'ak, i. 318 
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As-hhaO) el-Kahf. i. 340 

'A'shoo'ra, customs of» i. 344, iii 

•Ashr, ii. 165, 308 

As'lam, ii. 56 

•A«r, i. 103, 302 

Asra'r el-Ckoor-a'n, i. 348 

Ass, how equipped for riding, for the use of men, i. 

1 92 ; for the use of ladies, i. 263 
part performed by one at the moolids of the sey:- 

yid El-Bed'awee, i. 332 
Assassin, origin of the word, ii. 39, 147 
Astrolabe, i. 300 
Astrology, i. 78,300,361 
Astronomy, i. 300 
Astugh'fir AUali, i. 381 

'Atta^-,ii. 11 

Auguration, i. 355, ii. 256 
'Awa'lim. See *ATmehs 
A'ya't el-hhefz, i. 339 

esh-shif'e, i. 347 

A'yet el-Koor'see, i. 112 

'A z*ckee i. 190 

El-Azliax (Great Mosque), i. 119, 122, 285, 289 

, students of, i. 290, 291 

. studies pursued there, i. 390 

sheykh of. i. 291, 292, 297 

- professors of, i. 291, 294 
blind students of, i. 299 



Ba'b el-hharee'm, i. 17 

sirr, i. 29 

— - Zoowey^eh, i. 816 
Ba'beh, i. 301 
BaHaoo'g, 1. 66, 67 
Ba'dinga'n,i. 199, 409 

Bahloowa'ns, ii. 112 

Bakhoo'r el-burr, i. 190 

Balance in which good and evil worki are to be weighed, 

i. 95 
Ba'miYeh,i. 199 
Ba-ooMieh, i. 301 
Baraliimeh durwee'shes, L 333 
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Baramha't, i. 301 

Bara'mikeh,ii. 101, 111 . V ' 'A 

Barrenness considered si durse and reproach, L 80 ^ 
Ba'sh Ka'tib of the Cka'dee, i. 164 

Roos'ool, i. 154 . 

Toorgooma'n, i. 1 54 

Ba'shji of Egypt. See Mohham'mad 'Al'ee ' 

"Bastiiiaiing, i. 147, 152 

B;»t, u^9 ipade of its blood, 1. 58 

I^a'th,i.230,238. ii. 41 

Ba'z, i. 334, ii. 79 

Beard, mode of trimming it, i. 39 

few shave it off, i. 39 

shaven off as a punishment, i. 39 

respect paid to it, i. 39 

seldom dyed, i. 39 

Bed, i. 209 

Bed'aweese and Bedawee'yeh, i. 37, 395 

Bedee'l, i. 315 

Bedouins. See Bed'awees 

Beer. See Boo'zeh 

Beer el-yaracka'n, i. 355 

Beetles^, singular use made of them, i. 259, ii. 976 

Beggars, iii 25 * 

Bei'yoo'mee'yeh 4urwee'shes, or Bei'yoo'mees, i. 382, ii 

208 
Bekree'yeh durwee'shes, i, 333 
Bek'reg, or Buk'rug, i. 188 
Bel'ahh meblool, ii. 25 
Belee'd, i. 314 
Bella'neh, i. 224, ii. 49 
Belloo'r, ii. 364 
Ben'doock'ee, ii. 380 

moosha'harah, i. 352 

Beng, ii. 147 

Ben'ish, or Benee'sh, i. 43 

Benzoin. See Ga'wee 

Beybur's. See Ez-2a'hir 
Beyt, ii. 51, 55 
Beyt-ow'wal, ii. 42, 44 
Biers, ii. 290, 295, 296 . 

«8 
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Bigotry inculcated into the minds of ,Q)uil^n^> 86, , ^ 

Bin't Musr, i. 37 . ; . 

— ^ el-bel'ed* L 37 , ' 

Birds, charity to, ii. 229 , 

Birga's, game of the, ii. 126 

BishVree'n, strange custom of, i. 395 

Bi-smi-llah, i. 108, 198, 308 

Blind, asylum and college for them, i. 292 

Blindness prevalent in Egypt, i. 39 

Blood, unlawful food to Mooslims, i. 134. and to thv 

Copts, ii. 328 
Blood-revenge, i. 145, 271, 272 
Boatmen, and hoats, of the Nile, ii. 33 
Books, i. 287 

copying of, i. 289 

Booksellers, i. 287 
Boon'n, i. 188 
Boor'cko', i. 67, 73 

of the door of the Ka'abeh, ii. 246 

Boor'deh, i. 340, ii. 288, 294 
Boorha'mee'yeh. See Bara'himeh 
Boor'noos» ii. 7 

Boovoo't. See Beyt 

Boo'zeh, a kind of beer, i. 133, ii. 40 

Bow'wa'b,i. 118, 182 

Bread, i. 183 

respect paid to it, i. 397 

of the sey'yid El-Bed'awee, ii. 176. 221, 222, 224 

Bribery practised at the Cka'dee*s court, i. 154, 157 
Bugs, i. 3, 210 

charm to exterminate them, iL 256 

Bugh'let el-*ashr, ii. 166 

Burck, i. 74, ii. 369 

Burckhardt referred to, i. 222, 233, 237, 241, 390, 391, 

395, ii. 186, 333 
Bur'mek'ees. See Bara'mikeh 
Burmoo'deh, i. 301 
Bursh, ii. 40 
Bust, ii. 39 
But'rak, ii. 315 
Buttee'kh, i. 202 
Buying and selling, ii. 11, and Addenda to Vol. H, 
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Cadr-^emmek "•••'•• ■ ' " ■ • . .... fi 

Caftan. iS^e Ckoofta'n ■ r . •• 

Cairo, or El-Cka'hireb, now called Musr> i. 7, 33, 36 

its population, i. 5, 33 . S 

streets, i. 5, ii. 8 ." 

quarters, i. 7, 170 '! 

districts, i. 1 70 . ' 

• private houses, i. 6 

v ft I I ? iest school of Arabic literature, i. 285 
Calf, feats performed by one, i. 336, 337 
Camel, its flesh lawful food to Mooslims, i. 134, and con- 
sidered unlawful by the Copts, ii. 328 

its hump a provision against hunger, ii. 1 78 

litters, ii. 180 

Canal of Cairo, opening of the, ii. 262 
Cats, endowment for the support of, i. 393 
Ceilings, decorations of, i. 21 
Chant of the water-carrier, ii. 23 

moo-ed'din, ii. 92 

' a shaker, ii. 120 

men and boys at funerals, ii. 291, 292 

Chanting of the Ckoor-a'n, specimen of the, ii. 96 

• durwee'shes in zikrs, ii. 194, 198 

Character of the Mooslim Egyptians, i. 377 
Character of the Copts, ii. 335 » 

Jews, ii. 348 

Charity of the Egyptians, i. 389 

Ch^ri^is, i. 300, 306. 317, 338. 361, ii. 177, 256, 371 

Cheerfulness of the Egyptians, i. 393 

Chiboo'ck, i. 184 

Chicken-ovens, ii. 4 

Children, their education and general treatment, i. 78 

— • ceremonies observed on first shaving the heads 

of, i. 79 

• maintained at a very small expense, i. 8l 

generally very dirty and shabbily clad, and rea- 



son of their being so, i. 81, 82 

their circumcision, i. 82 

respect paid by them to their parents, i. 90 

how long the mother may retain them under 



hpr.Qaire„i, 14p 

- or foreigners in Egypt seldom live to mature 



age, i. 215 



Christians prior to the time of Mohham'mad h(^ld t^y , ^^ 

Mooslims as true believers, i. 94. 
Chymistry, i. 299 
Circumcision of the Moos'lim Egyptians, i. 82, 233, ii. 

278 
a similar custom prevailing $imong them 

and the Copts, i. 85, ii. 313, 320 
oftheCopts. ii. 313 



Cka'*ah. i. 23 
CkaMee of Cairo, 1.153 

his court, i. 153 

bribery practised there, i. 154, 157 

Cka'deesin general, i. 160, 291 

Cka'diree'yeh durwee'shes, or Cka'direes, i. 332, ii. 246 

Cka'f, mountains of, i. 304, 305 

Ckah'weh, i. 188, ii. 37 

Ckah'weg'ee, ii. 38 

Cka'i'm. ii. 190 

Cka'im-macka'm, i. 1 72 

Ckal'am, i. 288 

CkalaVweh, ii. 319 

Ckamee's, i. 42 

Ckandee'l. i. 207 

Cka'noo'n, ii. 70 

Ckar'a-cko'l, i. 151 

gyoo'z, ii. 1 1 6 

Ckar'a koo'seh. i. 199 

Ckasee'deh, i. 236, 299, ii. 195 

Ckasee's, ii. 3 1 7 

Cka'woor'meh, i. 199 

Ckeera't, i. 144, ii. 260, 377, 378 

Ckee'yem, and Ckei'yim, i. 232, ii. 110 > 

Ckey'dee, ii. 32 

Ckeyta'n, ik 369 

Ckiblee'yeh, i. 300 

Ckiblehvi. 108, 300 

Ckibt.ii. 312 

Ckila'deh, ii. 367 

Ckii'bak, ii. 21 

Ckirsh, ii. 379 

Ckishr 'am'bar, i. 280 

Ckoob'beh, k 295 . .. .. 

El-Ckoob'beh wa-t-teyr, ii. 331 
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Ckoobt, ii. 312 . 

Ckoofta'n, or Ckufta'n, i. 43 
Ckool'lehs for water, i. 203 

for sherbet, i. 206, ii. 25 

Ckoolloock, i. 151 
Ckoom'ckoom, i. 225, 279 
Ckoom'moos, ii. 317 
Ckoorada'tee, ii. 113 
Ckoor a'n, quoted, jt^o^^'m 

printed translations, &c. of it, i. 93 

taught at schools, i. 86, 88 

recitation or chanting of the, i. 108» 236, 

382. ii. 228, 287, 288, 295, 307. See Khut'meh 

specimen of the mode of chanting it, ii. 95 

petition offered up before reciting it, i. 108 

the chief foundation of the laws, i. 136 

respect paid to it, i. 385 

sometimes quoted in jest, i. 382 

the whole and portions of it used as charms, 



i. 338, 347, 348 
Ckoor's, i. 61, ii. 355 
Ckoos'sah, ii. 359 
Okootb, i. 315 

El-Ckoowey'sinee (the Bheykh)» i. 292» 297 
Ckubokal), or Ckoobokal), i. 66 
Ckub'dah, ii. 377 
Ckuf' al-wood, i. 204 
Ckufta'n. 8$e Ckoofta'n 
Ckum'arah^ ii. 360 
Ckum'aree'yeha, i. 26 
Ckum'hhah, ii. 377 
Ckttnta'r,ii.378 
Ckus'abah, ii. 377 
Ckut^ah bi-khum'seh, &0., ii. 379 
Cleanliness of the Egyptians, i. 397 

practices observed for the sake of, i 39, 98 

Climate of Egypt, i. 2, 4 
Coffee, i. 182, 188,ii. 36 

disallowed by some Mooslims, i. 134, il. 37 

when first introduced into Egypt, ii. 36 

cups. See Finga'n 

shops, ii. 37 



Commerce, ii. 6 

Compliments, i. 275, 281 

Concubinage, law respecting, i. 137 

Concubines. See Slaves 

Conscription, i. 270 

Copts, their number, S&c, i. 32, ii. 31 1 

political state, i. 171, ii. 329 

dress, ii, 313, 314 

. language, ii. 312, 321, 324 

• education, ii. 320 

religion, ii. 314, 321 

patriarch, &c., i. 171, ii. 315-318, 335 

— churches apd church-service, ii. 323 

. fasts, &c., ii. 325 

domestic habits, ii. 330 

marriages, ii. 330 

character, ii. 335 

— occupations, ii. 336 

ftineral-ceremonies, ii. 337 

notices of their history under the Mooslim do- 



mination, ii. 337 
Cosmetics, i. 259, ii. 276 
Cotton, i. 35 

Councils of administration, i. 152, 153 
Courtesy and affability of the Egyptians, i. 283, 393 
Courts of judicature, i. 151, 163 
Cowries, virtue of, i. 343 
Cries of watchmen in Cairo, i, 163, 387 
, the hawkers of vegetables, &c., ii, 1 16 

— ^ beggars, ii. 27 

■ the persons who announce the daily rise of 

the Nile. ii. 257, 260, 268 
Cries of joy. See Zugh'a'ree't 

lamentation. See Wel'wel'eh 

Cupidity of the Egyptians, i. 41 4 

Customs not particularized in this Index, t. 283, 306, 

308, 324, 342, 346 

Dakha'khinee, ii. 16 

Da'meh, ii. 5 1 

Dancing-Girls. See Gha'zee'yehs 

Men and Boys. See Khow'al, and Oink 



Da'r, ii. 55 

Dar'abook'keh, i. 261, ii 81 

Dawa'yeh, i. 47;'288, 289 

Day, Mohhammadan, i. 302 

Days, fortunate and unfortunate, i. 358 

Da'yeh, i. 224 

Death, and funeral-rites, ii 285 

Deb'leh,ii. 367 

Debloo'n, ii. 380 

Debtors, law respecting, i. 144 

Decrees of God, 1. 97, 383, IL 231 

Deen, i. 93 

Deena'r, i. 146 

Deewa'n, i. 21 

el-Khidee'wee, i. 151 

—• et-Toogga'r, i. 1 53 

Del'hem'eh, romance of, ii. 149 

Dellal. Addenda, Vol. II. 

Dellaleh, i. 216, 265 

Demee'reh, ii. 33 

Depilatories, i. 58, ii. 50 

Dervises. See Durwee'shes 

Destoo'r, i. 246, 305, 306 

Devil, i. 95 

Diet, i. 183, 198, 259. 2G6 

Diffee'yeh, i. 48 

Dik'keh, i. 40, 114, ii. 272 

Dilck, i. 313, 336 

Dimurda'shee'yeh durwee'shes, L 333 

Diodorus Siculus referred to, i. 34, 80, 171 

Dira'Ss, ii. 376, 377 

Dir'hem, i. 129, ii. 378 

Divan. * iSe^ Deewa'n 

Divorce, i. 139, 247 

effects of the facility of, L 251 

Dogs, opinions and conduct of Mooslims with regard to, 

i. 135, 389, 390 
~ eaten by some Moos'lims, i. 398 
Domestic life of Mooslim Egyptians of the higher and 

middle orders (men), i. 180 
■ women of the same classes, i. 242 

• the lower orders, i. 266 
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Doock'ckah. i. 183, 267, ii* 82^ 
Doohr. i. 1 03 

Dookh'kha'n Geb'elee, i. 187 
Soo'ree, i. 187 

Dookkan, ii. 9 

Door'ah, ii. 33 

Door'rah, for Dui/rah. i. 253 

Doors of houses, &c., i. 8, 21 

po'ruckB. L 204 

Do'seh, ii. 201, 225. 227, 229 

Dow'a noo'rah, ii. 50 

Dowry, i. 138, 139, 140,218,221,230,268 

g reams, faith in, i. 294, 357 
ress of men, i. 40 

femsJes, i. 58 

-new military (or Niza'mee), ii. 353 
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Drinking-cups, i. 203, 204 

Drunkenness, how punished, i. 149 

Dub'beh, i. 28 

Duck'ck. i. 67 

Durb el-men'del, i. 361, 367 

er-reml, i. 362 

Durwee'shes, i. 314,330. 337, ii. 172, 173, 191 
. — whirling, ii. 173 

. barking, or howling, ii. 209 

___- dancing. See 'Ke'sa'wee'yeh 

Dust, excessive quantity of, i. 3 
Dysentery, when most prevalent, i. 2 

Eating, manner and etiquette of, i. 193 
Eb'ed, i. 106, ii. 238 
Ebee'b, i. 301 
•Eckd, ii. 364. 373 
'Pd'deh, i. 139, 140, ii. 48 
Education of boys, i. 78, 86 
females, i. 90 



higher branches of, i. 289 



El-'Eed es-Sooghei'vir, i. 132, 211, ii. 240 

el-Kebee'r, i. 132, ii. 252 

'Beds of the Copts, ii. 326, 327, 328, 336 

Eema'n, i. 93 

'Ee'sa. See Jesus Christ 
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'EeWwee'yeh dvtrwee'shos, ii. 214 

Eeza'r, i. 87 

Efen'dee, i. 192 

'Efree'ts,i. 307,311 

'Eg'ffeh, ii. 58 

Egl El-'Az'ab, i. 336 

Egypt, its physical character, L 1, 35 

population, i. 37 

Egyptians. See Moos'lim Egyptians, and Copls 

Ehhra'm,i. 131 

Eiya'm en-Nes'ee, i. 301 

Elijah, allusions to, i. 317 

'Ema'meh, i. 44 

Embroidery, i. 260 

Emee'r el-Hha'gg, ii. 181, 250 

El-Emee'r el-Kel^'r (the aheykh), anecdote of, i. 294 

'EuVnee'yeh durwee'shes, i. 330 

'En'ebeh, ii. 359 

Envious disposition of the Egyptians, i. 415 

Epileptic fits induced by religious excitement, ii. 199 

'Ercked-dah'ab, 1.62 

'Erek-soo's, i. 206 

'Erck-soo'see, ii. 24 

'Er'ee. i. 47, 211 

'Esh'e, i. 103,302 

Es'wed, used to signify dark blue, i. 373 

Eunuchs,!. 182, 245 

Europeans in Egypt See Franks 

Evil eye, and modes of counteracting or preventing its 

efiects, i. 81. 198, 341, ii. 277, 280 
Eyes, modern mode of ornamenting, with kohhl, i. 51 

ancient mode, i. 52, 53 

*Eyn, n. 59 

'Eysh bi-lahhm, ii. 226 

Fackee'rs, i. 336 

Ea^iha'nee, ii. 16 

Fa'noo's, i. 207 

Farce-players, ii. 113 

Far'oo'dee'yeh, i. 61 

Farra'n, ii. 1 6 

Fasting, i. 97. 124. 130, ii. 168. See Ram'iida'n 
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Fata'tiree. ii. 16 

Fatee'reh, i. 183 

Fa't*hhah, i. 88, etpamm 

specimen of the mode in which it is shioited, 

ii. 95 
Fatoo'r, i. 183 

Fawa'tim, their costume, L 49 
Feda'wees, ii. 147 
Fedda'n,i. 1 77, ii. 377 
Fegr, i. 103 
Fel'ekeh i. 147 
Fella'hhs, or FellaOihee'n, i. 32,. 37 

their political condition, i. 171, 176 

domestic life, social condition, and oeeo* 

pations, i. 266, ii. 31 
Fella'hhah, i. 37 
Fesee'kh, i. 266 
Fes'hhah,i. 27. 210 
Festivals, two Grand (or Minor and Great), i 102, 131 

See 'Eed 

periodical puhlic, ii. 165, 210, 254 

Festivities, private, ii. 270 

Fet'teh, ii. 253 

Fet'wa, i. 1 55 

Fick'ee, i. 86, 219, ii.28) 

El-Fickh, i. 290 

Fid'a. i. 132 

Finga'n, i. 188 

Firckilleh. i. 333 

Fir'deh, i. 179,*ii. 104, 329 

Fire, eating of, i. 331, ii. 213 

Fisckee'yeb. See Fountain 

Fish without scales generally unwholesome in Bg]rpt» 

i. 135 
Fitr, ii. 376 

Fleas excessively numerous in Egypt, i. 3» 210 
Flies extremely annoying in Egypt, i. 3, 210 
Flight, era of the. See Hig'reh 
FluegeVs edition of the Ckoor-a'n, i. 93 
Foock'ara. See Fackee'rs 
Foo'l moodem'mes, i. 183 
na'bit, ii. 255 
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Foom', i. 184 

Foorn, i. 30 

Foot (right) more honoured than the left, i. 284 

Foot-4U8p8, ii. 47 

Foo'tah, i. 1 95 

Fornication, law respecting, i. 142 

manner in which women guilty of this 

crime are sometimes punished, i. 162, 272 
Fortune-telling, ii. 1 11 
Fountains in private houses, i. 18 
baths, ii. 42, 43, 45 



pubUc. See Sebee'ls 



Fow'wal, ii. 16 

Franks in Egypt, i. 171, 378 

Frankincense. See Liba'n 

Friday the Sabbath of the Moos'lims, i. 102, 113. 80$ 

el-Goom"ah ' 

Fruits of Egypt, i. 202 
Fud'dah, ii. 378 
Funeral. See Death 

ceremonies after a, ii. 306 

Furd, i. 103, 136, ii. 17 
Furniture of a room, i. 18, 19, 27 
peasant's dwelling, i. 86 

Ga'd El-Mow'la, sermon of, i. 122 

Gaha'z, i. 222 

Galen referred to, i. 85 

Gambling forbidden, i. 135 

Ga'meM. 104, 114 

Games, ii. 51 

of chance forbidden, i. 135 

Ga'n. See Ginn 

Ib'n Ga'n, i. 307 

Ga'riyeh, 1. 255 

Ga'wee, i. 190, 280 

Gebr el-Bahhr, ii. 263 

£1-Gebr we-l-moocka'beleh, i 290 

Grehen'nem, or Hell, i. 95 

Gella'bs, i. 257 

Gel'leh.i. 267,11. 4 

Gemb,i. 277 
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Generosity of the Egyptians, i. 41 4 

Genii. See Ginn 

Kl-Gen'neh, or Paradise, i. 95 

Greography, i. 303 

Geomancy, i. 362 

Geree'd, game of the, ii. 60 

Gey'dee. See Ckey'dee 

Grezza'r, ii. 16 

Gha'ish, i. 240 

Ghawa'zee. See Gha'zee'yehs 

Gha'zee, ii. 98 

Gha'zee'yehs, or Ghawa'zee, i. 240, 261, ii. 98, 170, 271, 

275 
Gheyt el>ckoot'tah, i. 393 
Ghoobey'ra, ii. 254 
Ghools, i. 312 
Ghoon'g, i. 258 
Ghoosl, i. 102 
Ghoowey'sha't, ii. 374 
Ghoozz, i. 1 50 
Ghosts, i. 311 
Ghud'a, i. 1 93 
Ghug'ar, or Ghuj'ar-, ii. 1 1 1 
Gib'beh, or Joob^beb, i. 43 
Gink, ii. 105,212 
Ginn, Ga'n, Gin'nees, or Grenii, i. 95, 305, 360, 362 

good, how they pay their alms, ii. 166 

Gin'yeh, ii. 380 
Gipsies. See Ghug'ar 
Giz'yeh (or tribute), ii. 329, 345 
Glass, eating of, i. 331, ii. 218 
God, his absolute unity, i. 93 

virtues of his 99 names, i. 339 

Go'hur'gee, ii. 14 

Grold ornaments disapproved of hy Mohham'mad, i. 44 

and silver utensils disallowed by many Moos^ms, 

i. 188 
Gooma'd el-Ow'wal, and — et-Ta'nee, i. 300 
Ei-Goom"ah (or Friday) i. 114 

prayers of, i. 114, 119, 120 



Government of Egypt, i. 34, 160 
Go'zeh, i. 188 



Gratitude wanting in the Egyptian character, i. 396 
Grave, torment of the, i. 75, ii. 301, 305. See Tomb 
Greeks in Egypt, their number, i. 32 
Guards (military) in Cairo, i. 151, 143 
Gur'mush'uck, i. 163 

Hair (woman's), mode of dressing and ornamenting it, 

i. 62 
Hand (right) honoured above the left, i. 283 

(left) used for unclean purposes, i. 200 

Harem. See Hharee'm 

Hatching of eggs in ovens, ii. 

Ha'too'r, i. 361 

Head (woman's), the upper and back part of it most 

carefully veiled, i. 77 

man's and boy's, generally shaven, i. 39, 79 

Hegira. See Hig'reh 

Hell. See Gehen'nem 

Hemp used to induce intoxication, i. 188, ii. 38 

when first used for this purpose in Egypt, ii. 39 

Henee'-an, i. 198, 205 

Herodotus referred to» i. 38, 133, 134, 203, 274, ii. 29 

310,316 
Hey'kel, ii. 322 
Hhab'arah, i. 67 
Hhabba%ii. 14 
Hhab'beh, ii. 369, 377 

so'da. or Hhab'bet el-har'aRah, i. 344 

Hhab'b-ha'n, used in coffee, i. 189 

Hhadd, i. 147 

Hhag'ar (of a pipe), i. 184 

el-benzahee'r, i. 354 

el-hhamma'm, ii. 47 

Hha'gg, Hha'ij, or Hha'jjee, i. 131, 181, ii. 177 

Hha'ggeh, i. 181, 193 

HhalaSireb, ii. 17 

Hhal'uck, ii. 363, 372 

Hham'ah, i. 241 

Hham'bel'ees, i. 92, 161 

£l-Hham'doo li-lla'h, i. 203 

Hbamma'm, li. 41 
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Hhan'aftes, 192,98, 161 
Hhanafee'yeh» L 98, ii. 42» 45 
Hhara'rah, ii. 42, 45 
Hharee'm, i. 17, 23, 29, 181, 242 

persons admissible into the apartments of the, 

. . i. 242, 243 

customs observed by men on approaching the 

hharee^ns of others, i. 246 

generally necessary to qualify a man to be 



a tenant of a private house in Cairo, L dO, *213. 

See Wives, and Women 
Hha'ris, ii. 49 
Hhas'a, ii. 52 

Hhas'an (the sheykh) El-*Atta'r, 1. 297 
Ei-Hhasaney'n, mosoue of, i. 294, 324, 325, ii* 171, 

210,221. S^^Moolid 
Hhashee'sh, i. 188, ii. 38, 147 
Hhashree'yeh, ii. 292 
Hhash'sha'sh, ii. 40 
Hhas'weh, ii. 52 
Hha'wees, ii. 108 

Hhef na'wee'yeh durwee'shes, i. 333 
Hhega'bs, i. 338, ii. 371 
Hhekr. i. 393 
Hhem'alees, ii. 22 
Hheml of the barber, i. 85 

— : ckan'a'dee'l. i. 223 

moosut'tahh. See Moosut'tahh 

Hheu'iia, i. 54, 231, ii. 245, 249, 332 

Hhera'm, i. 131, 209, ii. 7 

Kl-HhesaHi), i. 290 

Hheza'm, i. 43, ii. 245 

Hhezbs, i. 335, ii. 294 

Hhil'beh, ii. 276 

Hhoboo'b, ii. 169 

Hho'ds, i. 86 

Hhog'trel el-bahhr, ii. 266 

H homa'r Vlee, or — mooghnt'tce, i. 262 

Hhom'moos, i. 183 

Hhoolalee'yeh, i. 77 

Hhoo'ree'yehs, or Hhoo'r el-'Oyoo'n, i, 96 
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£l-Hhosey'n, place of his bead, i. 294. See Idjoo^d, and 

'A'shoo'ra 
Hho'sh, i. 16 

Hhowa'h. See Hha'wees 

Hig'reh, or H\j'rah» era of the, i. 301, and Addenda 
Hila'l, ii. 375 
HilVlee'yeb, ii. 122 

Hooroo'beh, i. 240 • 
Horses, how equipped for riding, i. 191 
Hospitality of the Egyptians, i. 394 
Houris. See Hhoo'ree'yehs. 
Hours, Mohhammadan, i. 302 
Houses of Cairo, i. 8 — 30 
the peasantry, i. 30 

Ibn el-Bel'ed, or Ib'n Musr, i. 37 

Hham'bal, his scrupulosity, i. 384 

Ibrahee'm, the Patriarch (Abraham), i. 126 

Ba'sha, anecdote of. ii. 329 

— (the sey'yid) Ed-Desoo'ckee, his moolids, 

i. 329 
Ibree'ck,i. 195,ii. 22 
Icka'meh, i. Ill, 128 
Idiots, respect paid to, i. 3 1 2 
Idolaters who reject £l-lsla'm, to be slain, i. 133 
'Ilm en-noogoo'm. See Astrology 

er-Rook'keh, i. 351 

•Jlwa'nee'yeh durwee'shes, i. 331 

'll'wee, i. 360 

Imases of things that have life forbidden, i 136 

ImaW,i. 117, 136,291 

Imsali:, ii. 235, 240 

Indolence of the Egyptians, i. 402 

Industry, ii. 1 

Infancy, i. 78 

Inheritance, laws of, i. 143 

Ink, i. 289. See Dawa'yeh 

Innovations (late) in Egypt, ii. 350 

Inquisitiveness of the Egyptians, i. 283 

Inscriptions on doors, &c., i. 8, 27, 337 

In'sha, i. 297 

In'sha-l'lah, i. 388 
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Intrigues of Egyptian ¥Pomen, i. 404 

Irrigation, ii. 3 1 

Irritable disposition of the Egyptians, i. 417 

Isha'rah, ii. 191,212 

El-Isla'm, i. 93 

El- Ism el-A'azam, i. 361 

Isma'ee'l (or Ishmael), according to the Mooslims, the 

son wbo^ Ibrahee'm (or Abraham) -was about to 

sacrifice, i. 1 32 
Isra'fee'l, i. 96 
Istifta'hhez-Zikr, ii. 194 
Istikha'rab, i. 357 

Jesus Christ, opinions of the Mooslims respecting, i. 93 
Jews of Egypt, their number, &c., i. 32, ii. 344 

prior to the time of Christ held by the Moos'iims 

as true believers, i. 94 

of Egypt, political state of, i. 171, ii. 344 

domestic life of, ii. 348 

character, and occupations of, ii. 349 

Jocular disposition of the Egyptians, i. 418 

Joob'l)eh. See GiVbeh. 

Juggleis, ii. 108 

Juvenal referred to, ii. 100 

Ka'abeh, i. 131, ii. 243. See Kis'weh 

Kaffa'rah, ii. 306 

Kahhk, ii. 234 

Karako'n. See Ckar'a-ckol 

Kara'meh, i. 315 

Karra's, i. 288 

Ka's, ii. 80 

Ka'shif, i. 171 

Kawa're*, ii. 145 

Kayah'k, or Kiya'k, i. 301 

Keba'b, i. 199, ii. 14 

Keba'ir. ii. 306 

El-Kee'miya, i. 362 

Kees, ii. 380 

.el-hhamma'm, ii. 48 

Kefen, ii. 288 
Kelb, ii. 56, 59 
Kemen'geh, ii. 66 
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Ketb el-ldta'b, i. 219 < , i, e • ? i 

Ket'khood'a. SeeKiWysi 

Keyf, ii. 3$ , 

Khadda'm, i. 211 

Khalboo's, ii. 272 

Khalee'feh, i. 48 

IChaleefg, iL 261. See Canal 

Kfaakel (the sheykh) £1-Meda'bighee, antedote of, i. 307 

Khal'wet'ees, i. 335 

Khamee's el-* AM, i^ 327, 328 

KhaVbeh,i. 215 

Khatee'b, i. 117, 118 

Kha'tim, i. 44, ii. 367 

Soaleyma'n, i. 223 

Khawa'geh. iV192 

Khei'ya't. ii. 14 

Kheyree'yeh, ii. 379 

El-Khidr,i.317 

Khil'weh. ii. 50 

Khiya'r, i. 200 

Khiza'm, ii. 372 

Khood'aree, ii. 16 

KhoofF, i. 67 

Khoolkha'l, ii. 370, 375 

Khoor'dagee. ii. 14 

Khoo's, i. 327 

Khoosha'f, i. 203 

Khoot'beh on Mount 'Arafa't, i. 132 

of marriage, i. 220 

the Sira'feh, ii. 281 

Khoot'bet el-waaz, i. 122 

en-naat, i. 125 

Khoot't, ii. 236 
Khooza'm, ii. 372 
Khow'als, i. 240. ii. 105, 275 
Khul'tah, ii. 255 
KhumVsee'n, i. 2, ii. 254, 328 

winds, i. 2 

Khurroo^, i. 206 

Khut'meh, i. 170, 223, 326, 382, ii. 219, 242, 272, 279, 

^ 309 
Khuz'neh, i. 27, 210, ii. 380 
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Kikh'ya. L 151 

Kilan). SeeKelh 

Kishk, ii. 255. 276 

Kis'weh of the Ka'abeh, ii. 243 

procession of the, ii. 243 

pieces of the, used as charms, i. 3 49 

Kiy.a'k. See Kayah'k 
Kohhl,i.51, ii. 182. 255, 313 
Koomed'yeh, i. 309 
Koommet're, ii. 370 
Koona'feh, i. 202 
Koorba'g, i. 147, ii. 6 
Koor'see, i. 195 

el-'ema'meh, i. 50, 221 

■ el-wiia'deh, ii. 275 
Kootta'b, i. 86 
Kooz'bar'ah, i. 344 
Kya'hhya. See Kikh'ya 

La'din, i. 259 

Lamps, i. 207, 223 

Language of the modem Egyptians, I. 32 (note), 285 

Lanterns, i. 207. 223 

Lattice-work of windows, i. 9, 1 2, and Addenda 

Laws, i. 1 33 

La'win'gee, ii. 45 

Leah el-ckooma'r, ii. 51 

Learned men in Egypt, i. 297 

Learning, decline of, i. 285, 292, 293, 299 

respect paid to, i. 293 

Leef, ii. 48. 181 

Leewa'n, i. 18, iL 42, 44 

Leewa'ngee. See La'win'gee 

Legacies, law respecting, i. 1 43 

Lehha'f, i. 210 

Ley'let ed-Dookhleh, i. 221, 233 

el-hhen'na, i. 231 

el-Meara'g. See Meara'g 

en-Noosf min Shaaba'n, ii. 229 

• er-Roo'-Teh, ii. 232 

el-C.kudr. ii. 240 

en-Noock'tah, ii. 255 
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es-Sarata'n. ii. 256 
el-wahh'sheh, ii. 306, 307 
el-wahh'deh, ii. 307 
el-Gheeta's, ii. 327 



Ley'meo^na'teh, i. 206 

Iicysee'yeh durwee'fthes, i. 333 

Liba'beh, ii. 276 

Liba'n, or frankincense, i. 51, 190, 259 

Sha'mee, i. 68 

Liba's, i. 40 

Lib'beh. ii. 367 

Lib'deh, i.47 

Libraries, i. 287 

Lice, i. 3, 210, ii. 218 

Lita'm, or Litha'tn, ii. 150 

Literature, i. 287, 299 

Lock, wooden, i. 27 

Lodging-houses, 1. 29 

Love of the Egyptians for their native country, i. 40] 

Lunatics, i. 313 

Maagoo'n, and Maagoon'gee, ii. 40 

Ma'amal el-fira'kh or — el-furroo'g, ii. 3, 4 

El-Ma'a'nee we-1-baya'n, L 290 

Ma'd'neh, or Men'aTet', i. 1 04 

Magic and Magicians, i. 338, 360, 362 

Magnetic compasses, i. 300 

El-Mah'dee (the sheykh), Moof ^tee of Cairo, i 157, 160 

Mahh'kem'eh (the Great), L 154 

Mahh'kem'ehs (minor), i. 161 

Mahh'mil, ii. 181, 185, 247 

return of the, ii. 1 82 

grand procession of the, ii. 248 

El-Mahhroo'ckee (the seyd Mohham'mad), i. 158 

Mahh'shee, i. 199 

Mahh^shesh'eh, ii. 39 

Mahh'zam, ii. 44 

Mahr, i. 218 

Mal'ackah, ii, 377 

Ma'likees, i. 92, 161 

M'aWira, i. 192. ii. 42,336 

M'al'lim'eh, i. 90 



Ma-moo'r, i. 171 '•, • 

Manufactures, ii» 2 

Ma'rista'n, i. 408 

Markets of Cairo, i. 166. See Soo^cks 

Marraccfs edition of the Ckoor-a'n, i. 93 

Marriage, laws respecting, i. 136, 247 

duty of, i. 213 

when contracted, i. 214 

how conducted in the case of a virgin, i. 2 1 5 

among the lower orders, i. 226, 239, 240, 24 1 

of widows, and divorced women, i. 239 

ceremonies and festivities after, i. 240, ii. 274 

Martial referred to, ii. 100 

Ma' sha-Ua'h, i. 342 

Ma'sh'tah, ii. 49 

Ma'soo'rah, ii. 370 

Mastic, i. 189,204 

Mathematics, i. 299 

Meals, i. 183, 193, 209 

Meara'g, festival of the, ii. 225 

Measures, ii. 376 

Meats, lawful and unlawful, i. 134 

scrupulosity of Moosnims respecting, i. 3iJ8 

Mecca. See Mek^keh 

Med'ed, ii. 197 

Medicine, i. 300 

El-Meecka't, i. 290 

Meg'lis,ii. 193 

Meg'lis el-Mesh'war'ah, i. 152, 153 

el-Gih'a'dee'yeh, i. 153 

Megzoo'b, i. 313 
Mehhra'b, i. 118 
Mek'keh and Mount *Arafa't, the objects of pilgviinaio. 

i. 131 
Melboo's, ii. 199 

Mel'ekees, or Melekee'yeh, ii. 314 
Memloo'ks,i. 32, 150, 182, 216, 235 
Mem'ruok, i. 24 
Men'a'ret'. See Ma'd'neh 
Mendacity of the Egyptians, i. 415 
Men'seg, i. 260 
Men' war, ii. 191 
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Mesh'al. i. 234 

Mesh'hed of El-Hhosey'n. See Hhasaney'ii 

Meshrebee'yeh, i. 9, 12 

Mesltin shar''ee, i. 252 

Mesloo'b, i. 313 

Mes'lukh, ii. 42 

Mey^'ah mooba'rakah, i. 344, ii. 165 

Mey'da-ah, i. 98 

Mey'yedee, ii. 378 

Mezz, mezd, or mest, i. 44, 66 

Mib'khar'ah, i. 204, 225, 279 

Mick'shut,i.288 

Mickus's, i. 288 

Mickut'ta', i. 288. 289 

MUa'yeh, i. 48, 73 

Mim'bar, i. 116 

Min'a (vulg. Moon'a), i. 132 

Ministers of Mosques, i. 1 1 7 

Miracles of saints and durwee'shes, i. 315, 330, 331, 332, 

ii. 201, 216, 220, 226, 247, 295 

of propbets, i. 315 

of Mobbam'mad, i. 322 

Mir'wed, i. 52 

Misbt, ii. 363 

Mis'ned'eh, i. 288 

Mis'ra. i. 301 

Mis'tar'ab,i. 288,289 

Miswa'k,i. 99, ii. 182 

Mitcka'l, i. 130,ii.378 

Miza'gee, ii. 354 

Mo'agiz'eb. i. 315 

Mobbabbazee'n, ii. 1 1 3 

Mohhad'dits,ii. 130 

Mobbal'lil. See Moostabbiia 

Mohham'mad, called, by the Moos'lims, " God's Apostle." 

and ** the Prophet," &e., i. 94 

respect paid to him, i. 94, 149, 383 

regardea and invoked as an intercessor, 

i. 129, 383 
■ appears to Mooslims in their sleep, i. 295 

his miracles, i. 322 

respect paid to his tomb, i. 323, 383 
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Molihara'mad, virtues of his 99 names, i. 339 

virtues of the names of his relics, i. 340 

virtues of dust from his tomh, i. 349, 

350 

— evils counteracted hy hlessing him', i. 341, 



358 

sworn by, and imitated in trivial mat- 



ters, i. 383, 384 

his illiteracy, ii. 231 

anniversary of his birth. See Moolid 



Mohham'mad 'Al'ee (present Ba'sha of Egypt), his cha- 
racter, policy. &c., i. 35, 148, 150, 152,177,268, 
304, ii. 350, 351,352 

■ ■ his revenue, i. 1 76 

Mohham'mad Bey, Defturda'r, anecdote of, i. 1 73 

Mohham'mad El-Bahei' (the sheykh), anecdote of, i. 294 

Mohham'mad Siiiha'b (the sheykh), i. 297 

Mohhar'ram. i.301 

marriages seldom contracted in, i. 219 

customs on the first ten days of, i. ;U^, 

ii. 165 

Mohh'tes'ib, i. 166 

anecdotes of a, i. 167 

Money, its value in Cairo, ii. 7, 381 

Moneys of Egypt, ii. 378 

Months, Mohhammadan, i. 300 

• Coptic, i. 301 

Mooballigh, i. 122, 169 

Moock'leh, i. 50, 293 

Mooda'm, i. 206 

Moodna't. i. 223 

Moo-ed'din, i. 104, 118, 1 19, and Addenda 

Moofet'tuck'ah, ii. 275 

Mooftee (supreme) of Cairo, i. 154, 155 

an honest one, i. 160 

Mooftees in general, i. 291 

Mooga'wiree'n, or Mooga'wirs, i. 290 

Mooghus'sil, ii. 287 

Mookey'yisa'tee, ii. 46 

Mookhallafa't en-Neb'ee, i. 340 

T>Took'hhool'ah, i. 52 

Moo'lids of saints, i. 328 
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Moolidsof the seyd Ahh'mad El-Bed'awee, i. 328 
- — Ibrahee'm Ed-Desoo'ckee, i. 329 

Moo'lid en-Neb'ee (the Prophet's Moo'lid), ii. 189 

of the sheykh Durwee'sh El-Ashma'wee, ii. 192 

El-Hhasaney'n, ii. 210, 222 

Es-Sa'lehh, ii. 219 

of the sey'yideh Zey'neb, ii. 224 

of the Ima'm Esh-Sha'fe'ee, ii. 229 

Mooluck'ckin, ii. 305 

Moomez'zezeh, ii. 241 

Moon'a. See Min'a 

Moona'dee en-Neel, ii. 257, 260, 268 

Moon'kir and Nekee'r, i. 97 

Moon'shids at Zikrs, ii. 193 

Moora'bit, i. 313 

Mooree'd, i. 333 

Moorista'n, i. 408 

Mooruck'ckee, i. 122 

Moosa'fir. i. 394 

Moosahh'hhir, his cry, &c., ii. 237, 238 

Moosa're', ii. 60 

Moosellika'tee, ii. 25 

Moos'hhaf, i. 338 

Moo'skee, i. 151 

Moos'lim, ii. 56 

Moos'lim Egyptians, their number, origin, and personal 
characteristics, i. 32, 36, 38, 50. For other particu- 
lars respecting them, see the Tables of Contents, 
or the words " Dress," " Infancy," " Education,** 
&c., in this Index. 

Moostahhil'l, i. 250 

Moos'tuf'a, a name of the Arabian Pi-ophet, ii. 168 

Moos'tuf'a Ka'shif, anecdotes of, i. 167 

Moosut'tahh, ii. 180 

El-Mootawellee, i 316 

Moowesh'shahh, i. 236, ii. 195, 279 

Moowut'wut'ah, i. 58 

Mo'sim el-Khalee'^, ii. 264 

Mosques, i. 114, 119, 178, 289, ii. 170 

; eating, sleeping, &c., allowed in them, excq)t- 

ing at the times of prayer, i. 1 1 9 



Mosques not entered by persons with liieir sboM^ «^ 

i. 120 

ministers and inferior servants of« i. 1 1 7 

thefts committed in, ii. 214 

Mo'yet zahr, i. 204, ii. 22 
Muck^ad, i. 23 
MuckVsee's, i. 62 
Muck'ra, ii. 211 
MuckWah, ii.58 

El-Muckree'zee cited, ii. 262, 321, 337 
Mucksoo'rah, i. 120, 324 
Mugh'rib. i. 103 
Mugh'sil es-Soolta'n, i. 352 
Mugh'tus, ii. 42, 45 
Mukh'ba. i. 29, 414 
Mul'ckuf, i. 27 

Mun'ckal'ah, game of the, ii. 51 
Mun'ckud. i. 190 
Mun'dar'ah, i. 1 7 
El-Mun'tick, i. 290 
\ Murder, law respecting, i. 145 

Mur'kaz, i. 316 
MurkooHb, i. 44 
Music, ii. 63. See Chant 
Musical instruments, ii. 66 
Musicians, ii. 65. See A^a'tees 
Musquitoes, i. 3 
Musquito-curtain, i, 210 
Musr. See Cairo 
Mus'ree, and Musree'yeh, i. 37 
Mustaches, i. 39 
Mus'tub'ah, i. 1 2, ii. 9, 38, 42 
Mutra'n, ii. 317 

Nack'cka'rah, ii. 80 
Nackee'b, i.315.ii.283 

el-Ashra'f, i. 161,330 

Nahb'hha's, ii. 14 

Na'ib of the Cka'dee, i. 153 

Na'kir. See Moon^kir 

Naming of children, i. 78 



jmnub. ^Ml 



J^'tsmf^^yehy i. 210 

Na'rgeeaeh, i. 187 

Na'rin'g, iL 22 

Nasa'ra. See Nuara'nee 

Na'shizeh, i. 141, 254 

Na'y. i. 335, ii. 75 

Jja'zir, i. 118, 171 

Nebboo't, ii. 60 

Nebee'd, i. 206 

Nedda'beh. ii. 286 

Nedr, i. 327 

Nefee'seh (the sey'yideh), her tomb, i. 385 

Negee'b, i. 315 

Neg'efeh,ii. 192 

Newspaper (Egyptian), ii. 351 

Nezleh, feast of the. ii. 182 

Nez'let el-Hha'gg, ii. 176 

Nifa's, ii.278 

Nile, i. 1 

its rise, i. 1, ii. 256 

fall, i. 2 

fertilizing effect, i. 2 
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rise of its bed« i. 2, 31 
navigation of the, ii. 33 



Niza'm troops, i. 151 

Noock'aba. See Nackee'b 

Noock'alee, ii. 16 

Noockl, ii. 234 

Noockoo't (or largess), i. 231, 236, 240, ii. 271, 277, 

282 
Noog'aba. See Negee'b 
Noos's, or Noos's fud'dah, ii. 378 
No'roo'z, ii. 268 
Niibck, ii. 288. 297 
Nubians, i. 33, 211, ii. 313, 315 
Nuek'a'ckee'r, ii. 79 
Nuckshabendee'yeh durwee'shes, i. 333 
Nusra'nee, ii. 56 

Oath in law-courts, i..l55 

various forms'of, i. 378, 416 

Obstinacy of the Egyptians, i. 402 
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'Ockoo's. ii. 375 
Omens. See Auguration 
Ouck'ckah, ii. 378 
Oockee'yeh, ii. 378 
•Uo'd (pipe) i. 184 

— (aloes-wood), i. 190, 280 
(kind of guitar), ii. 74 

— niya'z, ii. 283 

es-salee'b, ii. 363 

Ooaa.i. 105, ii. 238 

•Ool'ama, i.50, 161. 291, 293, 297 

bribed in law-proceedings, i. 167 

Oos'ckoof, ii. 317 
Ophthalmia, i. 2, 4, 210 

charms for the cure of, i. 351 

Opium, use of, i. 134, ii. 40 

'Orba'n, i. 37 

Ornaments, female, ii. 354 

'Osma'nlees (or Turks), their number in Egypt, i. 33 

Owla'd Musr, or Owla'd el-bel'ed, i. 37 

*Ena'n, durwee'shes, i. 330 

llwa'n, do. i. 331, ii. 247 

Noo'hh, do. i. 333 

'Oyoo'n, i. 74. See Eyn 

Painters and sculptors of living beings, their future 

punishment, i. 135 
Paintings on the walls of rooms, &c., i. 27, ii. 2 
Palm-trees, tax on, i. 177, 179 
Panel- work, i. 21 
Paradise. See el-Gren'neh 
Pa'rah', ii. 379 

Parents, respect to, i. 90, 400, 401 
Pavements, ornamental, i. 1 9 
Peasantry. See Fellalilis 
Perfumes, i. 190, 259, 279 
Piaster of Egypt, ii. 379 
Pictures of living beings forbidden, i. 135 
Pigeou-houses, i. 37 
Pila'v, i. 202 

Pilgrimage of the Moos'lims, i. 97, 131 
Copts, ii. 328 
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Pilgrims return of the, ii. 1 76 

• mode of ornamenting the doors of their houses, 

ii. 182 

(Turkish), their arrival in Egypt, on their way 
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to Mek'keh, ii. 223 

, procession of their officers and escort, with the 

Mahh'mil, departing for Mek'keh, ii. 247 
their journey, ii. 252 



Pipe, i. 47, 183 

different names and kinds o^ i. 183, 184, 259 

Plague, i. 3 

its ravages in 1835, i. 4 

Police of Cairo, i. 162 

Pollution, scrupulosity of the Egyptians respecting, i. 

398 ii. 285 
Polygamy, i. 136. 181, 247, 251 

its influence, i. 136 

limited by Mohham'mad, i. 139 

Population of Egypt, its present amount, i. 31 

'■ in ancient times, i. 33 

Population of Egypt, late decrease of, i. 32 
classes of which it is composed, i. 

32 

of Cairo, i. 7, 33 

classes of which it is composed, i. 



33 
Pottery employed in the construction of pigeon-houses^ 

i. 51 
Prayer of Mohhammadans, i. 97, 103, 182, 193, 207, 

209, ii. 12,383 

times of, i. 103, 302 

calls to, i. 1 04, ii. 92 

postures and form of, i. 108 

of the night of the middle of Shaaha'n, ii. 231 

over the dead, ii. 300 

Prayers of Friday, i. 1 14, 119, 120 

the marriage-night, i. 234, 237 

• at the tombs of saints, i. 325, ii. 176 

of Rum'ada'n, ii. 235 

the two grand festivals, ii. 241, 252 



Prayer-carpet. See Sege;a'deh 
Predestination, i. 97, ii. 230 
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Predestination, its infiuence upon the character of ih^ 

Moos'lims, i. 387 
PfesentB given on occasions of private festivities, &c., i. 

224, 231, 236, 240, 281, ii. 270, 271, 272, 277, 282 ' 

to servants, i. 211, 281, ii. 239, 250 

I" by servants, i. 281, ii. 239 

Prices of articles of food, &c., in Cairo, ii. 8, 381 

Printing, scruples of the Moos'lims respecting, i. 385 

Printing-office at Boo'la'ck, i. 303, ii. 351 

Professors. See el-Az'har 

Prophets and apostles, i. 93 

Prostitutes, i. 163. See Gha'zee'yehs 

Psylli,ii. 106 

Punishments for various offences, i. 152 

— — — of dishonest tradesmen, i. 167 

. See Laws, Adultery, Fornication, and 

Apostacy 
Puppets, ii. 116. 

Purifications. See Woodoo', Teyem'moom, and Ghood 
Purse, sum of money so called, i. 157, ii. 380 

Quarters of Cairo, i. 7, 1 70 
Quatremere referred to, ii. 321, 337 

ilaara'a EiyooTj, ii. 254 

Raba'b. ii. 77 

Rabee'ft el-Ow'wal, and — et-Ta'nee, i. 34 

Rahhma'nee, i. 360 

lla'hib,u.318 

Ramadan. See Rum'ada'n 

Rasoo'ls of the Cka'dee, i. 154 

Ra'yeh, ii. 259 

Reciters of Romances, ii. 78, 117, 130, 149 

Ree'sheh, ii. 360 

Ref'fa, ii. 14 

Reg'eb. i. 301 

Regm, i. 309 

Rei (water-skins), vl. 21 

lands, ii. 32 

Rek'*ah,i. 107 

Reland referred to, i. 85, 98, 102 

Religion of the Moos'lims, i. 92 



^f^li^ioQ pf the Moos'lims, piresen|; state of, i. 386 
Religious education of the Mooslim Egyptians, i. 85, 8d 

r — character of the same, i. 377 

Remeclies for diseases, &c., charms used as, i. 347, ii. 176 

Revelations, successive, i. 94 

Rick'ck, ii. 77 

Rif Vee'yeh durwee'shes, or Rifa^ees, i. 330, ii. 106,247 

Riwa'cks. See el-Az'har 

Riya^, sum of money so called, ii. 380 

Fara'nsa, ii. 380 

Rooha'. ii. 377 

el-'oshr, i. 130 

Fendoocklee, ii. 369 

RooOiha'nee, i. 360 
Rooz'z moofel'fel, i. 202 
Rope-dancers, ii. 112 
Rosary. See Seh'hhah 
Ro'shan, i. 9 
Ruh'i.i. 29 
RuVtah, i. 61,ii.354 
Rum'ada'n, i. 130, 300, 310, ii. 232 
Rutl, ii. 378 

Saad and Hhara'm, i. 272 

Saadee'yeh durwee'shes, or Sa'adees, i. 329, 331, ii. 106 

201.207,251 

(a coin), ii. 379 

Sahba'gh, ii. 14 

Sabbath of the Moos'lims. See Friday and el-Goom"ah 

Sack'ckas, i. 182, ii.20 

Sack'cka shur'beh, ii. 21 

el-'ashr, ii. 166 

Sackee'feh, ii. S52 

Sa'ckiyeh,ii.31,362 

SacriJSce performed by the pilgrims, i. 132 

by others on the same day, i. 132, 133, 

ii. 252 

at the tombs of saints, i. 79, 327 

on the burial of the dead, ii. 295, 306 

— at a Coptic marriage, ii. 332 

by the Copts at the tombs of their 



relations, ii. 337 
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De Sacy referred to, ii. 37, 147 

Sa'ee'd, i. 92 

SaWt, ii. 80 

SaAa'ir, ii. 3n6 

Sa^heb segga'deh, i. 330 

Sahh'hha'r, i. 365 

Sahhiab, ii. 25 

Sahhoo'r, ii. 235, 236, 240 

Sa'igh, ii. 14 

Saints, Moos'lim, i. 312, ii. 226, 228 

respect paid to them, i. 149. 312, 324 

regarded and invoked as intercessorsy 

i. 129, 325 

their tombs and cenotaphs, i. 324, 329 

— visits to these, i. 325 

prayers, sacrifices, votive offerings, and 



other ceremonies performed on such visits, i. 79, 32 A, 
ii. 23, 1 75 

-. See Moo'lids, and Miracles 



Sa'is. 1.182, 211 

Sal'ah, i. 103, 235. See Prayer 

Sale referred to, or quoted, i. 96, 117, 146, ii. 240 

his translation of the Ckoor-a'n, i. 93 

Salee'b, festival of the, ii. 268 

Sal'tah, i. 61 

Salubrity of Eg)'pt, i. 4 

Salutations, i. 273 

Sa'ree, ii. 190 

Sarra'f, ii. 349 

Schools of the Moos'lim^, i. 86, 178 

Copts, ii. 320 

^ for needle -work, i. 90 

Schoolmasters, i. 85, 88, 290 
Sciences, i. 290 

Scorpions, feats performed with, i. 331, ii. 207 
Scriptures (Jewish and Christian^, held, by the Moos'- 
lims, to be almost totally corrupted, i. 94 

— — ' references to the : 

Genesis, xvi. 4, i. 253 

xviii., i. 395 

xxiii. 11, ii. 13 

xxiv., i. 215 
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Genesis, xxiv. 47, ii. 373 
ibid, 65, i. 68 
xxix. 26, i. 217 
ibid. 27, ii. 274 
xli. 42, i. 44 
1. 3, ii. 309 
Exodus, i 16, ii. 275 
iii. 5, i. 19 
xxii. 26, 27, i. 212 
xxxix. 30, i. 47 
Levil, xi. 9 — 12, i. 135 
ibid. 22, i. 259 
xii. 2, 4, 5, ii. 278 
xix. 32, i. 400 
XX. 10, i. 141 
ibid. 13, 15, i. 149 
Numb., xi. 5, i. 266 
Deut., xix. 15, i. 155 
xxi. 17, i. 143 
xxiv. 1, i. 139 
Joshua, v. 15, i. 19 
Judges, xiv. 12, ii. 274 
Ruth, ii. 14, i. 199 
2 Sam., X. 4, i. 39 
1 Kings, xviii. 12, i. 318 
^2 Kings, ii. 9 — 16, i. 318 
ix. 30, i. 53 
xvii. 4, 6, i. 318 
2Chron.,xxxT. 25, ii. 286 
Psalm, Iviii. 4, 5, ii. 1*06 
£ccles., X., 11, ii. 106 
S. Song, ii. 195 
Isaiah, iii. 16, ii. 370, 375 
ibid. 21, ii. 373 
ibid. 23, i. 68 
xlix. 22, i. 79 
Jerem., viii. 17, ii. 106 
ix. 17, ii. 286 
xxii. 14, i. 22 
xxxvii, 21, ii. 9 
£zekiel, ix. 2, 3, 11, i. 47 
xvi., 12, ii. 373 
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£zekiel» xxiii., 46, i. 53 

Matt., ix. 23, ii. 286 

xiv. 6, 7, ii. 102 
xxiii. 29, i. 330 
xxvi. 23, i.198 

Mark, vi. 22, 23,ii. 10^ 
vii. 3, i. 194 

John, iii. 33, i. 44 

vii. 15, ii.231 
viii. 4, 5, i. 141 
xiii. 26, i. 199 

Acts, XV. 20, 29, ii. 329 

1 Cor., xi. 10, i. 68 

Ephes., V. 19, ii. 272 

Rev., i. 97 
Sculptors. See Painters 
Seal-rings, i. 44 

Sebee'ls, or public fountains, i. 86, 178, 380 
SeVhhah, i.ll3,ii. 182 

ceremony of the, ii. 307 

SeVleh, i. 67 

Sebt en-Noo'r, ii. 255, 328 

Sects of Moos'lims (four great), i. 92, 161 

See'ga, ii. 55. 59 

See'miva, i. 360, 361 

Seenee'yeh, i. 195 

See'reg, ii. 275 

See'ret Ab'oo Zeyd, &c. See Ab'oo Zeyd, Ez-Za'hir, 

'An'tar, and DelOiem'eh. 
Seewa n ii 189 

Segga'deh, i. 103, 192, 265, 330, ii. 6 
Sehhr, i. 361 

Sekee'neh (the sey'yideh), i. 325 
Sela'm to the Prophet, i. 119, 121, ii. 239 
SelVma't, i. 276 
Sellem kelb, ii. 56 
Semn, ii. 275 
Semoo'm, i. 3 

Sensuality of the Egyptians, i. 403 
Seree'r, i. 209 
Sermon in a mosque, i. 128 
Serpents, eating of, i. 329, 331, ii.^07 
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Serpent-charmers, i. 33U ii. 106 

Serra'g ba'shee, ii. 266 

Servants, i. 39» 171, 181, 212, 281, ii. 241 

female, i. 258 

Seven Sleepers, virtues of their names, i. 340 

Seyd. See Sey'yid 

Seyf Zoo'l-Yez'en, romance of, ii. 150 

Sey'fee, ii. 32 

Sey'refee, i. 364 

Sey'yib, i. 220 

Sey'yid, or Seyd, i. 180 , 

Ahh'mad El-Bed'awee. See Ahh'mad 

For other sey'yids, or seyds, see their proper names 
Sey'yideh Zey'ueb. See Zey'neb. For other sey'yidehs, 

see their proper names 
Seyyid'na, i. 94 
Shaaba'n, i. 300 

(Ley^ot en-Noosf min), ii. 228 

Shaara'wee'yeh durwee'shes, i. 332 

Sha'doo'f. ii. 3 1 

Sha'ee'r, ii. 367 

Sha*eeree'yeh, ii. 115 

Shakers, ii. 79,117 

£sh-Sha'fe*ee (the Ima'm), his tomb, i. 325, 32G 

his Moolid, ii. 229 

Sha'fe'ees, i. 92, 161 

Sha'had, use of this word, i. 400 

Sha'h-ben'dar, i. 157 

Shahhliha'teh, i. 353 

Sha'hids of the Cka'dee*s court, i. 1 55 

of biers, and of tombs, ii. 297, 3*2 

Sha'iee'sh, ii. 227 

Shar'a Al'lah, i. 248 

Shara'bs, i. 206 

Shara'ckee, ii. 32 

Sha^tehh, ii. 359 

Shaving the head, &c., i. 40, 79 

Shawa'tehh, ii. 359 

Sha'wee'sh el-Hha'gg» U. 177 

Sha'zilees, i. 335 

She'alenreo, and She'aleh, i. 164 

Sliedd el-wel'ed, iL 8^4 
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Sbed'deh bena'd'ckah, ii. 3f d 

Sheehh, i. 344 

Shee'hhah, ii. 148^ 

Sheera, ii. 39 

Shee'sheh, i. 187 

Shemm en-Nesee'm, ii. 235 

Shemma's, ii. 318 

Esh-Shems el-Kebee'reh, i. 329 

Sherbet, i. 206 

cups, dr ckoollehs, i. 206, ii. 26 

Sheree'fs, i. 44, 180, 330 

Sheykh, i. 50, 86, 180, 192, 313 

former and present condition of a literacy, i. 293 

of each of the four great sects, i. 161 

el-Hha'rah, i, 170 

et-Toom'n, i. 170 

of a trade or manufacture, i. 1 70 

of servants, i. 170 

of thieves, i. 171 

el-bel'ed,i.l71 

El-Bek'ree, i. 330 

es*-Sa'da't. i. 330 

of durwee'shes, i. 330, 333 

Sheyta'nee, i. 360 

Shib'ook,i. 183. 184 

Shibook'shee, ii. 1 6 

Shibr,ii.376 

Shibree'yeb, ii. 180 

Shif tish'eh, ii. 370 

Shiha'b, i. 306 

Sbin'na'wee'yeh dunree'shesy i. 333 

Shintiya'n, i, 58 

Shit'awee, ii. 32 

Shoes taken off before entering a mosque, or atefiping 

on a mat or carpet, &c., i. 19, 120, ii. 10 
Shoorey'k, ii. 241 
Shoo'sheh, i. 39 
Shops, ii. 9, 352 
Show'wal, i. 301 
Shurba't, i. 301 
Shurbetlee, ii. 16, 24 
Sidr, ii. 229, 288 
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Silk cloihing forbidden to men, i. 40 

Silver. See Gold 

Sira'feh, ii.278 

Es-Sira't, i. 95 

Sitt, i. 1 81. Es-Sitt el-kebee'reb, i. 252 

Slaughtering of animals for food, how performed, i, 135 

Slaves, i. 32. 137, 150, 181, 212, 242, 243, 254, 269 

-— ^— emancipation of, i. 138, 257 

rights of, i. 137. 256. See MemWks 

Slave-traders. See Gella'bs 

Sleeping, i. 209 

Smoking, i. 182, 187, 258, 267 

Sneezing, custom observed on, i. 281 

Social usages, i. 273 

Soilof Egypt, i.2. 31 

produce of the, i. 33, ii. 32 

insufficient cultivation of the, i. 34 

So'ms (or fasts) of the Copts, ii. 325 
Songs, i. 379, ii. 80, and Addenda 

at zikrs, resembling Solomon's, ii. 195 

Soobhh, i. 103 
Soo'biya, ii. 25 
Sooboo'a after a birth, ii. 123, 274, 276 

marriage, ii. 274 

return from pilgrimage, ii, 182 

Soo'cks, ii. 9, 352, and Addenda 

Soodey'ree. i. 42 

Sooffeh,i. 18 

Sooflee, i. 360 

Soofrah,i. 195 

Sopfrat et-ta'a'm, i. 205 

— el-mooda'm, i. 20 

Sooleyma'n, prseadamite kinus so named, i. 307 

A'gha, Silahhda'r, anecdote of, i. 172 

Soolta'n, a title given to some emmeni wel'ees, ii. 176 

Soon'neh, i. 103, 136 

Star (falling) superstition respecting, i. 3U6 

Strabo referred to, i. 85 

Strangled animals, their flesh unlawful as food to the 

Moos'hms, i. 134, and to the Copts, ii. 326 
Streets of Cairo, i. 7, ii. 9, 352 
Students, See el-Az'har 
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I 

Sub'a'hhee'yeb, i. 240 

Sud'ackah, i. 129 

Sudr, i. 277 

Suf a, i. 61, ii. 369 

Suftir,i.301 

Sulck. i. 238 

Suntee'r, ii. 77 

Superstitions, i. 293, 305, 338, ii. 256, 277, 280 

Surf and nahh'oo, i. 290 

Surgery, i. 300 

Sut'Ieh, ii. 25 

Sutren'g, ii. 51 

Swearing by God, the Prophet, &c., i. 39, 62, 155, 378 

416,417 
Swine^s flesh forbidden to the Mooslims, i. 134 

not eaten by the Copts, ii. 328 

Sword used by the Khatee'b on Friday, and why, i. 121 

122 
Syrians in Egypt, their number, i. 32 

Ta'b (game of), ii. 55 

Tabba'kh, ii. 14 

Ta'boo't, i. 324, ii. 32 

Ta'ckee'yeh, L 43 

Tafud'dal, i. 198 

Ta'gir. ii. 14 

Ta'-Ha', a name of the Arabian Prophet, ii. 158 

Tala'ck reg'*ee, i. 139 

ba^i. 140 

Tamboo'r, ii. 11 
Ta'r,i. 261,ii.80,287 
Tarawee'hh prayers, ii. 235 
Taree'ckah, i. 314 
Tai-'hhah, i. 62, 68 
Tattooing, i 40, 56, ii. 313 
Ta'woolaH, ii. 51 
Taxes, i. 177, 178, ii. 329 
Tebwee'z, ii. 5*2 
Teeb. See Ta'b 
Teen meblooM. ii. 26 
Et-Tefsee'r, i. 290 
Tei'yibee'n, i. 276, 278 



INDEX. 42.5 

Tekljee'r, i. 108, ii. 300 

Teklee'l, ii. 333 

Tekyee's, ii. 48 

Temperance of the Egyptians, i. 396 

Temperature of the climate of Egypt, i. 3 

Tesbee'l, ii. 23 

Testimony. See Witnesses 

Teyem'moom, i. 1 02 

Teymee'neh, i. 274 

Tezyee'reh, i. 67 

Theatrical performances. 8ee Farce-players 

in London, described by an 

Algerine, i. 309 
Theft, laws respecting, i. 146 
Thieves, i. ]71 

Thousand and One Nights referred to, i. 164, 205, 306, 
322, 404. ii. 36. 197 

■ '• recitations of the, ii. 150 

Tifl. i. 344 

Tik'keh. Sf^ff Dik^keh 

Tir'mis, ii. 1 7 

Tisht,i. 194 

To'b, i. 67, 68 

Tobacco, i. 187, 267, ii. 35 

disallowed by some sects of Moos'lms, i. 134, 

149 

when first introduced into the East, ii. 35 



To'ck ii. 374 
Tombs, i. 246, ii. 302 

visits to, ii. 241, 253, 309 

of saints. See Saints 

Too'beh, i. 301 

Toockey'seh, ii. 65, 27 

Toofeylees, i. 395 

Toombalc, i. 187 

Toorei'va, i. 223 

Toorra^ihah, i. 20 

Too't, i. 301 

Tooth-ache, prevalent in Egypt, i. 38 

Et-TowhheeUi. 290 

Trades, ii. 1 4 

sheykhs of, i. 170 
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Trades, customs on adniission into, ii. 28$ ' • - 

Tradesmen, i. 208, ii. 10 

Traditions of the Prophet, i. 138 

Treasure, custom of hiding, i. 29, 415 

Tribes of Egyptian peasantry, i. 37, 271 

Tubls, ii. 79 

Tublat el-moosahh'hhir, ii. 236 

Tuck'tuck'ah, IL 46 

Tukhtabo'sh. i. 22 

Tukht'rawa'n, ii. 180 

Tulckee'n of the dead, ii. 305 

Turban, i. 43, 47, 49 

(different colours of) distinguishing different 

classes, i. 48, 49, ii. 314. 316, 318, 344 

(green), when first assumed by sheree'fs as dis- 



tinctive of their race, i. 49 

— (black), when first worn by Christians, ii. 339 

— (blue), when first worn by Christians, ii. 341 
— • of the 'Ool'ama, i. 49 

— much respected, i. 50 
ladies' i. 6 1 



Turboo'sh, i. 43, ii. 7 
Turks. See 'Osma'nlees 
Turkee^eh, i. 184, 324, ii. 302 
Turskha'neh, i. 153 
Turtoo'r, i. 333 

Tyranny of oflicers of the government, i. 167, 169, 172, 
176 

Unbelievers, Moos'lims ordered to wage war, and forbid- 
den to contract friendship, with, i. 133, 377 

Moos^ims taught to hate, despise, and curse 

them, i. 86, 377, ii. 384 

- general conduct of Mooslims to, i. 150, 377, 



378 
Usury forbidden, i. 1 36 

Veil (head), i. 62, 68 

(face), i. 67, 68, 241 

■ antiquity of the. i. 68 

its importance and obligation, i. 77, 79, 242, 245 

— — men in whose presence it is not required, i. 138, 242 



Termin, i. 3,^210 

Villages, i. 30 

Visits, i. 277, ii. 241, 253 

of women, i. 260, 262, 265 

Wahlia'bees, i. 1 48 

"Walee, i. 162 

Wa-Vlah. or Wa-Ua'hi, i. 379 

"War against infidels commanded, i. 133 

War'uck mahh'shee, i. 200 

Washing before and after meals, i. 194, 203 

Washing clothes, i. 400 

Watchmen in Cairo, i. 163 

their cries, i. 163, 387 

Water of the Nile, i. 203 

gratuitous distribution of, ii. 23 

-bottles, i. 203 

carriers. See Sack'ckas. 

Wef a en-Neel, or— el-Bahhr, ii. 259, 264 
Weights, ii. 377 
Wekalehs, i. 30, ii. 8 
Wekee'l,i. 138,217 
Wel'ees, i. 107, 294, 314, 361, ii. 295 
Welee'ds, i. 96 
Wel'wereh, ii. 286 
Wey'beh. ii. 377 
WilaM el-layalee, i. 236 
Wilda'n,i. 96 
Wilwa'l, ii. 286 
Winds, hot, L 2, 3 
Windows of lattice-work, i. 9-1 7 
■ coloured glass, i. 27 

Wine forbidden to Moos'lims, i. 133 

drunk in secret by many persons, i. 133, 205 

drunk by some openly, i. 133 

will be allowed in Paradise, i. 96 

\Vir'd8ah'ar,i.335 

Wi8h'sh,i. 237 

Witnesses, i. 141, 155 

Wives, lawful number of, i. 136, 137 

— '■ their rights to dowry, &c., i. 1 38 

' with regard to the nurture of thei» 

children, i. 140 
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Wives (rebellious), law respecting, i. 140, 141 

their feelings with regard to the restraint or 

seclusion to which they are subject, i. 247, 413. 

See Marriage, Divorce, and Adultery 
Women not destitute of souls, nor excluded from Para- 

dise« according to the Mooslims, i. 96 
not admitted into mosques during the regular 

times of prayer, i. 1 1 7 

seldom pray even at home, i. 117 

-whom a man is allowed to see unveiled, L 138, 



243, 244 

— guilty of capital crimes, how put to death, i. 146 

— when marriageable, i. 214 
their domestic life, condition, and habits, i. 241, 



267. See Wives, Hharee'm* and Veil 
Woock'ckah, and Woockee'yeh, ii. 378 
Woodoo', i. 89, 98 

Writing, manner of, and apparatus for, i. 87, 88, 288 
Wuckf, i. 178 
Wutwa't, i. 58 

Yaackoo'bees, or Ya*a'ckibeh, ii. 314 
Yahoo'd, ii. 344 
Ya' Sa'tir, i. 246 

Ya' See'n, a name of the Arabian Prophet, ii. 158 
Yawning, custom observed on i. 282 
Year, Mohhammadan, i. 300 

Coptic, i. 301 

Yel'ek, i. 58 
Yemenee'yeh, ii. 291 

Yo'm el-Arba*ee'n. See Arba'ee'n 

'A'shoo'ra. See 'A'slwo'ra 

es-Sooboo'^. fifc^Sooboo'a 

Yukh'nee, i. 199 

Zaaboo't, i, 47 
Za'atar. i. 183 
Za'bit, i. 151, 162, 163 
Zagha^eh, ii. 122 
Kz-Za'hir, romance of, ii. 130 
Za'hiree'yeh, ii. 130 
ZaVgeh, i. 355 
Za'wiyeh, ii 192 
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Za'wiyet el-'Omya'n, i. 292 

Zebee'b,!. 207, ii. 24 

Zef fehs (festive parades or processions), i. 82, 224, 231, 

233, 234, 236, 239, ii. 278, 279, 332 
Zei'ya't. ii. 14 
ZeVah,i. 129,ii. 165 
Zemr, ii. 79 

Zem'zem (water of)» its virtues, i. 349, ii. 181 
ZenVtee'yeh, ii. 121 
Zey'neb (the sey'yideh) mosque of, i. 325, 326, 327. See 

Moo'lid 
Zikkee'r, ii. 190 
Zikrs, i. 223, 328, 329, 334, 382, ii. 76, 83, 172,213, 225, 

236, 272 
—— particular descriptions of, iL 172, 173, 192, 2O69 

208 
Zo'ba'ah, i. 306 
Zooghbee'veh, ii. 122 
Zoo-1-Cka'adeh, and— Hheg'geh, i. 301 
Zoo-1-Him'meh. See Del'tem'eh 
Zoomma'rah, ii. 82 
ZughVree't, i. 224, 226, 238, iL 295 
Zurf, i. 188, 288 



ERRATA AND ADDENDA. 



Pago 
13. Line 21. After *' demand," add, '* In many of the Soo'ckg 
in Cairo, auctions are held on stated days, once oi* twice 
a week. They are conducted by delldU (or brokers) 
hired either by private persons who have anything that 
they wish to sell in this manner, or by shopkeepers. 
These della'ls carry the goods up and down the street, 
announcing the sums bidden, with cries of ' hhca-a'g^ or 
'AAara'jV&c." 
83. I should have mentioned here, tliat the airs which I have 
introduced are not always sung to the same words. The 
words are generally similar in style to those here in- 
serted, or at least as silly; though often abounding 
with indecent metaphors, or with plain ribaldry. 

171. Line 29, insert a comma after ''below.*' 

190. Line 17, for ** ten," read « nine." 

194. Last line of music, for " i-la' ha,'* read "i-la'-ha." 

198. Second and last lines of music, make the same corrections 
as that just before mentioned. 

210. Last line but two, and last but one^ dele "eve of the." 

236. Line 27, for "him," read "them." 
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